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PREFACE. 


. T. 

Thk autlRii% indebted to Mr. Va/i Buren, late Pres 
ident of the United States, for the opportunity of pre- 
seating to the public the following pages. He considers 
it proper to sav, that his diplomatic appointment was for 

a fricuiitfc juirpost, •. • : S' ■ a ih-. (;'«]> ■ 

■ i'jii, ^(’.d the bcinf t'nifi'lf'd I'uiU 

K’.-;, j’e'' *Vi.':v hir- 

ili i i V? .» ' i ,'i .! i* . *% ••* . i' * ■ •• 

Wj f» civil -.v,?, wi ? .. 

sojou^ there, in tiie enure prosuuuun ui ihe 1 uvioiul 
Goyijhment. By the prfttection and facilities afforded 
by h^oflicial character, he was enabled to accomplish 
what otherwise Would have been impossible. His work 
embraces a journey of nearly three thousand ^miles in 
the interior of Central America, Chiapas, and Yucatan, 
including visits to eight ruined cities, with full illustra- 
tions from drawings taken on the spot by Mr. Cather- 
wood. Its publication has betfn delved on account of 
the engravings ; but on one consideration the author does 
not regret the delay. Late intejJj^^pce from C^tral 
America enables him to express the belief that the state 
of anarchy in which he has represented that beautiful 



country no longet'^ists ; the dhiirciouQ^^nicu nunjj^ 
over it have passed away, civjl war has ceased, afa 
Central America may be welcomed back among re- 
publics. 

New- Vorkt Mnjfy 1841 . ^ 

( 



PEE FACE 

TO THE TENTH EDITION. 


Within three months from the time of the publica* 
tioh of his work, the author is called upon for a preface 
to the tenth edition. He considers himself bound to 
make some acknowledgment of the extraordinary favour 
it has received from the public. Prepared, as it. was, 
in haste, with m(icti embarrassment and perplexity on 
account of the engravings, and with but little time or 
opportunity fqj revising or correcting, it would not be 
siuprising if"? it were found to contain many errors in 
facts and opinions. The author is happy, however, in 
being able to say that but few of the former have been 
brought home to him, and that on all material points his 
opinions remain substantially the same. A number of 
errors in the spelling of Spanish words have been cor- 
rected in the present edition. 

When these pages reach the hands of the reader, the 
author will probably be again rambling among ruined 
cities. It is his intention to make a thorough explora- 
tion of the ruins of Yucatan, which he was prevented 
doing before by the illness of .Mr. Catherwood. Mr. 
Catherwbod will again accompanj; him. They will be 
provided with the D.aguerfeotype, which instrument had 
not reached this country at the tiAt^of their embarca- 
tion for Central America ; and if tliby meet with no 
misadventure, they will offer to the public the result of 
their labours. 
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INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL 


CENTRAL AMERICA, CHIAPAS, AND YUCATAN. 


CHAPTER I. 

Departure.— The Voyage.— Arrival at Balize.— Mixing of Colours.— Government 
House.— Colonel M‘Donald.— Origin of Balize.— Negro Schools.— Scene in a 
Court-room.— Law without Lawyers.— The Barracks.— Excursion in a Pit- 
pan.— A Beginning of Honours.— Honours accumulating.— Departure from 
Balize.— Sweets of Office. 

Being intrusted by the President with a Special 
Confidential Mission to Central America, on Wednes- 
day, the third of October, 1839, I embarked on board 
the British brig Mary Ann, Hampton, master, for the 
Bay of Honduras. The brig was lying in the North 
River, with her anchor apeak and sails loose, and in 
a few minutg;;,«ki company with a large whalmg-ship 
bound for the Pacific, we were under way. It was 
before seven o’clock in the morning : the streets and 
wharves were still ; the Battery was desolate ; and, at 
the moment of leaving it on a voyage of uncertain du- 
ration, seemed more beautiful than I had ever known 
it before. 

Opposite the Quarantine Ground, a few friends who 
had accompanied me on board left me ; in an hour fte 
pilot followed ; at* dusk the dark outline of th•ll^^h• 
lands of Neversink was barely visible, and thwiihxt 
morning we were fairiy at sea. • 

My only fellow-passenger was Mr. Catherwovd^ an 
VoL. I.— B 



experienced travellelT and plSrsonal friend, who had 
passed more than ten years of his life in diligently 
studying the antiquities of the Old World ; and whom, 
as one familiar with the remains of ancient architec- 
tural greatness, I engaged, immediately on receiving 
my appointment, to accompany me in exploring the 
ruins of Central America. 

Hurried on by a strong northeaster, on the ninth 
we were within the region of the trade-winds, on 
the tenth within the tropics, and on the eleventh, 
with the thermometer at 80”, but a refreshing breeze, 
we were moving gently between Cuba and St. Domin- 
go, with both in full sight. For the rest, after eigh- 
teen days of boisterous weather, drenched with tropi- 
cal rains, on the twenty-ninth we were driven inside 
the Lighthouse reef, and, avoiding altogether the reg- 
ular pilot-ground, at midnight reached St. George’s 
Bay, about twenty miles from Balizc. A large brig, 
loaded with mahogany, was lying at anchor, with a 
pilot on board, waiting for. favourable weather to put 
to sea. The pilot had with him his son, a lad about 
sixteen, cradled on the water, whom CTtptain Hampton 
knew, and determined to take on board. 

It was full moonlight when the boy mounted the 
deck and gave us the pilot’s welcome. I could not 
distinguish his features, but I could see that he was not 
white ; and his voice was as soft as a woman’s. He 
took his place at the wheel, and, loading the brig with 
canTai^ told us of •the severe gaies on the coast, of 
thfe iears entertained for our safety, of disasters and 
al^wrecks, and of a pilot who, on 'a night which we 
remembered, had driven his vessel over a sunken 

reef. « 

« 

HsjftitHWVen o’clock the next morning we saw Balize, 
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B ALIZE. 

^ V ■ ' % 

appearings if there be no sin in comparing it with cities 
consecrated by time and venerable associations, like 
Venice and Alexandrea, to rise out of the water. A 
range of white houses extended a mile along the shore, 
terminated at one end by the Government House, and 
at the other by the barracks, and intersected by the 
river Balize, the bridge across which formed a pictu- 
resque object ; while the fort on a little island at the 
mouth of the river, the spire of a Gothic church behind 
the Government House, and groves of cocoanut-trees, 
which at that distance reminded us of the palm-trees 
of Egypt, gave it an appearance of actual beauty. Four 
ships, three brigs, sundry schooners, bungoes, canoes, 
and a steamboat, were riding at anchor in the harbour ; 
alongside the vessels were rafts of mahogany ; far out, 
a negro was paddling a log of the same costly timber ; 
and the government dory which boarded us when we 
came to anchor was made of the trunk of a mahogany- 
tree. 

We landed in front of the ’warehouse of Mr. Coffin, 
the consignee of the vessel. There was no hotel in the 
place, but Mr. undertook to conduct us to a lady 

who, he thought, could accommodate us with lodgings. 

The heavy rain from which we had suffered at sea 
had reached Balize. The streets were flooded, and in 
places there were large puddles, which it was difficult 
to cross. At the extreme end of the principal street 

we met the “ lady^'* Miss , a mulatto woman, who 

could only give us board. Mr. Coffin kindly offered 
the use of an unoccupied house on the other sid6^ Bie 
river to sleep in, au(f we returned. 

By this time I had tvnee passed the whole llMgflf of 
the principal street, and the town seemed in*tHfelbntire 
possession of blacks. Tne bridge, the market«jp^blclii 



the streets and stores were thronged with them, and I 
might have fancied myself in the capital of a negro re- 
public. They were a fine-looking race, tall, straight, 
and athletic, with skins black, smooth, and glossy as 
velvet, and well dressed, the men in white cotton shirts 
and trousers, with straw hats, and the women in white 
frocks with short sleeves and broad red borders, and 
adorned with large red earrings and necklaces ; and I 
could not help remarking that the frock was their only 
article of dress, and that it was the fashion of these 
sable ladies to drop this considerably from off the right 
shoulder, and to carry the skirt in the left hand, and 
raise it to any height necessary for crossing puddles. 

On my way back I stopped at the house of a mer- 
chant, whom I found at what is called a second break- 
fast. The gentleman sat on one side of the table and 
his lady on the other. At the head was a British offi- 
cer, and opposite him a mulatto ; on his left was an- 
other officer, an^ opposite him also a mulatto. By 
chance a place was made for me between the two col- 
oured gentlemen. Some of my countrymen, perhaps, 
would have hesitated about taking* it /..but I did not; 
both were well dressed, well educated, and polite. 
They talked of their mahogany works, of England, 
hunting, horses, ladies, and wine ; and before I had 
been an hour in Balize I learned that the great work 
of practical amalgamation, the subject of so much an- 
gry controversy at home, had been going on quietly 
for generations ; nhat colour w as considered mere mat- 
^ taste ; and that some of the most respectable in- 
; :ti|l»itants had blaek wives and m(fhgrcl children, whom 
with as much care, and made money 
for with as much zeal, as if their skins were* perfectly 
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A SAMPLE Of THE PICTURESQUE. 

I hardly knew whether to be shocked or amused at 
this condition of society ; and, in the mean time, joined 
Mr. Catherwood, to visit the house offered by Mr. Cof- 
fin. It was situated on the opposite side of the river, 
and the road to it was ankle deep in mud. At the 
gate was a large puddle, which we cleared by a jump'; 
the house was built on piles about two feet high, and< 
underneath was water nearly a foot deep. We as- 
cended on a plank to the sill of the door, and entered 
a large room occupying the whole of the first floor, and 
perfectly empty. The upper story was tenanted by a 
family of negroes ; in the yard was a house swarming 
with negroes ; and all over, in the yard and in front, 
were picturesque groups of little negroes of both sexes, 
and naked as they were born. We directed the room 
to be swept and our luggage brought there ; and, as 
we left the house, we remembered Captain Hampton’s 
description before our arrival, and felt the point of his 
concluding remark, that Balize was the last place 
made. . 

We returned ; and, while longing for the comfort of 
a good hotel, rfccJeived through Mr. Goff, the consul of 
the United States, an invitation from his excellency, 
Colonel McDonald, to the Government House, and in- 
formation that he would send the government dory to 
the brig for our luggage. As this was the firsf ap- 
pointment I had ever held from government, and I was 
not sure of ever holding another, I determined to make 
the most of it, and accepted at once his excellency’s 
invitation. 

There was a steefrnboat for Yzat^d, the port of Guati- 
mala, lying at Balize ; and, on way to the Gov- 
ernment House, I called upon Senor Comyano, the 
agent, who told me that she was to go up the next day ; 

2 
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but added, with great courtesy, that, if I wished it, he 
would detain her a few days for my convenience. 
Used to submitting to the despotic regulations of steam- 
boat agents at home, this seemed a higher honour than 
the invitation of his excellency ; but, not wishing to 
push my fortune too far, I asked a delay of one day 
only. 

The Government House stands in a handsome situ- 
ation at the extreme end of the town, with a lawn ex- 
tending to the water, and ornamented with cocoanut- 
trees. Colonel McDonald, a veteran six feet high, and 
one of the most military-looking men I ever saw, re- 
ceived me at the gate. In an hour the dory arrived 
with our luggage, and at five o’clock we sat down to 
dinner. We had at table Mr. Newport, chaplain, and 
for fifteen years parish clergyman at Balize ; Mr. Walk- 
er, secretary of the government, and holding, besides, 
such a list of offices as would make the greatest plu- 
ralist among us insignificant ; and several other 
gentlemen of Balize, office-holders, civil and -military, 
in whose agreeable society we sat till eleven o’clock. 

The next day we had to make prdpafjations for our 
journey into the interior, besides which we had an 
opportunity of seeing a little of Balize. The Hon- 
duras Almanac, which assumes to be the chronicler of 
this settlement, throws a romance around its early 
history by ascribing its origin to a Scotch bucanier 
named Wallace. The fame of the wealth of the New 
World, and the return of the Spanish galleons laden 
with the riches of Mexico ^and Peru, brought upon 
the coast of Amejj^ hordes of adventurcrs-r-to call 
them by no harshefl^me — ^from England and France, 
whoqi Wallace, .one of the most noted and daring, 
'^^und refuge and security behind the keys and reefs 
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which protect the harbour of Balize. The place where 
he built his log huts and fortalice is still pointed out ; 
but their site is now occupied by warehouses. Strength- 
ened by a close alliance with the Indians of the Mos- 
cheto shore, and by the adhesion ,of numerous British 
adventurers, who descended upon the coast of Honduras 
for the purpose of cutting mahogany, he set the Span- 
iards at defiance. Ever since, the territory of Balize 
has been the subject of negotiation and contest, and to 
this day the people of Central America claim it as their 
own. It has grown by the exportation of mahogany ; 
but, as the trees in the neighbourhood have been almost 
all cut down, and Central America is so impoverished 
by wars that it offers but a poor market for British 
goods, the place is languishing, and will probably con- 
tinue to dwindle away until the enterprise of her mer- 
chants discovers other channels of trade. 

At this day it contains a population of six thousand, 
of which four thousand are blacks, iidio are employed by 
the merchants in gangs as ’mahogany cutters. Their 
condition was always better than that of plantation 
slaves ; even Before the act for the general abolition of 
slavery throughout the British dominiofas, they were 
actually free ; and, on the thirty-first of August, 1839, 
a year before the time appointed by the act, by a gen- 
eral meeting and agreement of. proprietors, .even the 
nominal yoke of bondage was removed. 

The event was celebrated, says the Honduras Alma- 
nac, by religious ceremonies, processions, bands of 
music, and banners^ with devices : “ The sons of Ham 
respect the memory of Wilberfj||p “ The Queen, 
God bless her;” ‘‘McDonald f^Sver ‘‘Civil and 
religious liberty all over the world.” Nelsort Schaw, 
“ a snowdrop of the first water,” continues the Alma- 
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nac, advanced to his excellency, Colonel McDonald, 
and spoke as follows : ‘ Oli the part of my emancipa- 
ted brothers and sisters, I venture to approach your ex- 
cellency, to entreat you to thank our most gracious 
Queen for all that she has done for us. We will pray 
for her ; we will fight for her ; and, if it is necessary, 
we will die for her. We thank your excellency for all 
you have done for us. God bless your excellency ! 
God bless her excellency, Mrs. McDonald, and all the 
royal family ! Come, my countymen, hurrah ! Dance, 
ye black rascals ; the flag of England flies over your 
heads, and every rustle of its folds knocks the fetters 
off the limbs of the poor slave. Hubbabboo Cochalo- 
rum Gee P ” 

The negro schools stand in the rear of the Govern- 
ment House, and the boys’ department consisted of 
about two hundred, from three to fifteen years of age, 
and of every degree of tinge, from nearly white down 
to two little native Africans bearing on their cheeks the 
scars of cuts made by their parents at home. These 
last were taken froifi on board a slave-ship captured by 
an English cruiser, brought into Balize, and, as provi- 
ded for by the laws, on a drawing by lot, fell to the 
share of a citizen, who, entering into certain covenants 
for good treatment, is entitled to their services until 
they are twenty-one years old. Unfortunately, the 
master was not present, and I had no opportunity of 
leaning the result of his expe. ience in teaching ; but 
school, I was told, the brightest boys, and those 
ij^ff had improved most, were tho^e who had in them 
w most white blo(|i| 

l^jftlmistress of the female department had had great 
expeffeifbe in teaching ; and she told us that, though 
she li^ had many clever black girls under her chargei 
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her white scholars were always the most quick and 
capable. 

From the negro school we went to the Grand Court. 
It had been open about half an houi; when I entered. 
On the back wall, in a massive mahogany tablet, were 
the arms of England ; on a high platform beneath was 
a large circular table, around which were heavy ma- 
hogany chairs with high backs and cushions. The 
court consists of seven judges, five of whom were in 
their places. One of them, Mr. Walker, invited me to 
oncv of the vacant seats. I objected, on the ground 
that my costume was not becoming so dignified a po- 
sition ; he insisted, and I took my seat, in a rounda- 
bout jacket, upon a chair exceedingly comfortable for 
the administration of justice. 

As before remarked, five of the judges were in their 
places ; one of them was a mulatto. The jury was 
empannelled, and two of the jurors were mulattoes ; 
one of them, as the judge who sat next me said, was a 
Sambo, or of the descending line, being the son of a 
mulatto woman and a black man. I was at a loss to 
determine the c^ste of a third, and inquired of the 
judge, who answered that he was his, the judge’s, 
brother, and that his mother was a mulatto woman. 
The judge was aware of the feeling existing in the 
United States with regard to colour, and said that in 
Balize there was, in political lilfe, no distinction what- 
ever, except on the ground of qualifications and char- 
acter ; and hardly any in social li^, even in contract- 
ing marriages. 

I had noticed the judges and jurors, but I missed an 
important part of an English coi||t. Where were the 
gentlemen of the bar ? Some of my readprs will per- 
haps concur with Captain Hampton, that B^ize was 

VoL. I.— C 
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the last place made, when I tell them that there was 
not a single lawyer in the place, and never had been ; 
but, lest some of my enterprising professional brethren 
should forthwith be tempted to pack their trunks for a 
descent upon the exempt city, I consider it my duty to 
add that I do not believe there is the least chance for 
one. 

As there is no bar to prepare men for the bench, the 
judges, of course, are not lawyers. Of the five then 
sitting, two were merchants, one a mahogany cutter, 
and the mulatto, second to none of the others in char- 
acter or qualifications, a doctor. This court is the 
highest tribunal for the trial of civil causes, and has 
jurisdiction of all amounts above dE15. Balize is a 
place of large commercial transactions ; contracts are 
daily made and broken, or misunderstood, which re- 
quire the intervention of some proper tribunal to inter- 
pret and compel their fulfilment. And there was no 
absence of litigation ; the calendar was large, and the 
courtroom crowded. The. first cause called was upon 
an account, when the defendant did not appear, and a 
verdict was taken by default. In the* n^xt, the plain- 
tiff stated his case, and swore to it; the. defendant an- 
swered, called witnesses, and the cause was submitted 
to the jury. There was no case of particular interest. 
In one the parties became excited, and the defendant 
interrupted the plaintiff repeatedly, on which the latter, 
putting his hand upon the sho ddcr of his antagonist, 
said, in a coaxing way, Now don^t, George ; wait a 
little, you shall have your turn. Don’t interrupt me, 
and I won’t vou.” All was done in a familiar and 

•* 'V'*' 

colloquial way ; the* 'parties were more or less known 
to each othor, and judges and jurors were greatly in- 
fluenced by knowledge of general character. I re- 
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marked that regularly the merits of the case were so 
clearly brought out, that, when it was committed to 
the jury, there was no question about the verdict*; and 
so satisfactory has this system proved, that, though an 
appeal lies to the Queen in Council, as Mr. Evans, the 
foreman, told me, but one cause has been carried up 
in twenty- two years. Still it stands as an anomaly in 
the history of English jurisprudence ; for, I believe, in 
every other place where the principles of the common 
law govern, the learning of the bench and the ingenui- 
ty of the bar are considered necessary to elicit the truth. 

At daylight the next morning I was roused by Mr 
Walker for a ride to the barracks. Immediately be- 
yond the suburbs we entered upon an uncultivated 
country, low and flat, but very rich. We passed a 
racecourse, now disused and grown over. This is the 
only road opened, and there are no wheel-carriages in 
Balize. Between it and the inhabited part of Central 
America is a wilderness, unbroken even by an Indian 
path. There is no comniunication with the interior 
except by the Golfo Dolce or the Balize River ; and, 
from the waqt 0/ roads, a residence there is more con- 
fining than living on an island. 

In half an hour we reached the barracks, situated on 
the opposite side of a small bsfy. The soldiers are all 
black, and are part of an old Jamaica regiment, most 
of them having been enlisted at the English recruiting 
stations in Africa. Tall and athletic, with red coats, 
and, on a line, bristling with stejl, their ebony faces 
gave them a peculiarly warlike appearance. They 
carry themselves proudly, call themselves the Queen^s 
Gentlemen,’^ and look down with contempt upon the 

niggers.” 

We returned to breakfast, and immediately after 
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made an excursion in the government pit-pan. This 
is the same fashion of boat in which the Indians navi- 
gated the rivers of America ;before the Spaniards dis- 
covered it. European ingenuity has hot contrived a 
^better, though it hds, perhaps, beautified the Indian 
model. Ours. was about forty feet long, and six wide 
in the centre, running to a point at both ends, and 
made of the trunk of a mahogany-tree. Ten feet from 
the stern, and running forbrard, was a light wooden 
top, supported by fanciful ^ancheons, with curtains 
for protection against sun and rain ; it had large cush- 
ioned seats, and was fitted up almost as neatly as the 
gondolas of Venice. It was manned by eight negro 
soldiers, who* sat two on a seat, with paddles six feet 
long, and two stood up behind with paddles as steers- 
men. A few touches of the paddles gave brisk way to 
the pit-pan, and we passed rapidly the whole length 
of the town. It was an unusual things fot his excellen- 
cy’s pit-pan to be upon the water ; citizens stopped to 
gaze at us, and all the idle negroes hurried to the 
bridge to cheer us. This excited our African boat- 
men, who, with a wild chant that reipinded us of the 
songs of the Nubian boatmen on the Nile, swept under 
the bridge, and hurried us into the still expanse of a 
majestic river. Befoi^ the cheering of the negroes 
died away we were in. as perfect a solitude as if re- 
moved thousands of •miles from human habitations. 
The Balize River, coming from sources even yet but 
little known to civilik.ed man, was then in its fulness. 

t 

On each side was a dense, unbroken forest ; the banks 
were overflowed ; the trees seemedj to grow out of the 
water, their branches spreading across so as almost to 
shut out the light of the sun, and reflected in the water 
as in, n itilrrbr. The sources of the river were occu- 
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pied by the aboriginal owners, wild and free as Cortes 
found them. We had an eager desire to penetrate by 
it to the famous Lake of Peten, where the skeleton of 
the conquering Spaniard’s horse was erected into a god 
by the astonished Indians ; but the toil of our boatmen 
reminded us that they were paddling against a rapid 
current. We turned the pit-pan, and with the full 
power of the stream, a pull stronger, and a chant loud- 
er than before, amid the increased cheering of the ne- 
groes, swept under the bridge, and in a few minutes 
were landed at the Government House. 

In order that we might embark at the hour appoint- 
ed, Colonel McDonald had ordered dinner at two 
o’clock, andj as on the two preceding days, had invi- 
ted a small party to meet us. Perhaps I am wrong, 
but I should do violence to my feelings did I fail to ex- 
press here my sense of the colonel’s kindness. My in- 
vitation to the Government House was the fruit of my 
official character ; but I cannot help flattering myself 
that some portion of the kmdness shown me was the 
result of personal acquaintance. Colonel McDonald is 
a soldier of tTie ‘‘ twenty years’ war,” the brother of 
Sir John McDonald, adjutant-general of England, and 
cousin of Marshal Macdonald of France. All his 
connexions and associations are military. At eighteen 
he entered Spain as an ensign, one of an army of ten 
thousand men, of whom, in less than six months, but 
four thousand were left. After being actively engaged 
in all the trying service of the Peninsular War, at 
Waterloo he commanded a regiment, and on the field 
of battle received the order of Companion of the Mil- 
itary Order of the Baih from the King of England, 
and that of Kiiight of ihe Order of St. Aifne from the 
Emperor of Russia. Rich in recollections of a long 
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military life, personally acquainted with the public and 
private characters of the most distinguished military 
men of the age, his conversation was like reading a 
page of history. He is one of a race that is fast pass- 
ing away, and with whom an American seldom meets. 

But to return. The large window of the dining- 
room opened upon the harbour ; the steamboat lay in 
front of the Government House, and the black smoke, 
rising in columns from her pipe, gave notice that it was 
time to embark. Before rising. Colonel McDonald, 
like a loyal subject, proposed the health of the Queen ; 
after which he ordered the glasses to be filled to the 
brim, and, standing up, he gave, “ The health of Mr. 
Van Buren, President of the United* States,’^ accom- 
panying it with a warm and generous sentiment, and 
the earnest hope of strong and perpetual friendship be- 
tween England and America. I felt at the moment, 
Cursed be the hand that attempts to break it and 
albeit unused to taking the President and the people 
upon my shoulders, I answered as well as I could. 
Another toast followed to the health and successful 
journey of Mr. Catherwood and myself, and we rose 
from table. The government dory lay at the foot of 
the lawn. Colonel McDonald put his arm through 
mine, and, walking away, told me that I was going 
into a distracted country ; that Mr. Savage, the Amer- 
ican consul in Guatlmala, had, on a previous occasion, 
protected the property and lives of British subjects ; 
and, if danger threatened me, I must assemble the Eu- 
ropeans, hang out i^y flag, and send word to him. I 
knew that these were not mere words of courtesy, and, 
in the state of the country .to which I was going, felt 
the value of such a friend at hand. With the warmest 
feelings of gratitude 1 bade him farewell, and stepped 
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into the dory. At the moment ftags were run up at 
the government staff, the fort, the courthouse, and the 
government schooner, and a gun was fired from the 
fort. As I crossed the bay, a salute of thirteen guns 
was fired ; passing the fort, the soldiers presented arms, 
the government schooner lowered and raised her en- 
sign, and when I mounted the deck of the steam- 
boat, the captain, with hat in hand, told me that he 
had instructions to place her under my orders, and to 
stop wherever I pleased. 

The reader will perhaps ask how I bore all these 
honours. I had visited many cities, but it was the first 
lime that flags and cannon announced to the world that 
I WPS going away. I was a novice, but I endeavoured 
to behave as if I had been brought up to it ; and, to 
tell the truth, my heart beat, and I felt proud ; for 
these were honours paid to my country,. and not to 
me. 

To crown the glory of the parting scene, my good 
friend Captain Hampton Had charged his two four- 
pounders, and when the steamboat got under way he 
fired one, but* the other would not go off. The cap- 
tain of the steamboat had on board one puny gun, with 
which he would have returned all their civilities ; but, 
as he told me, to his great mortification, he had no 
powder. 

The steamboat in which we embarked was the last 
remnant of the stock in trade of a great Central Amer- 
ican agricultural association, formed* for building cities, 
raising the price of land, accommodating emigrants, 
and improvement generally. On the rich plains of the 
province of Vera Paz tney had established the site of 
New Liverpool, which only wanted housed and a pop- 
ulation to become a city. On the wheel of the boat 
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was a brass circular plate, on which, in strange juxta* 
position, were the words ‘‘ Vera Paz,” ‘‘ London.” 
The captain was a smalls weather-beaten, dried-up 
old Spaniard*, with -courtesy enough for a Don of old. 
The engineer was an Englishman, and the crew were 
Spaniards, Mestitzoes, and mulattoes, not particularly 
at home in the management of a steamboat. 

Our only fellow-passenger was a Roman Catholic 
priest, a young Irishman, who had been eight months 
at Balize, and was now on his way to Guatimala by in- 
vitation of the provesor, by the exile of the archbishop 
the head of the church. The cabin was very com- 
fortable, but the evening was so mild that we took our 
tea on deck. At ten o’clock the captain came to me 
for orders. I have had my aspirations, but never ex- 
pected to be able to dictate to the captain of a steam- 
boat. Nevertheless, again as cooUy as if I had been 
brought up to it, I designated the places I wished to 
visit, and retired. Verily, thought I, if these are the 
fruits of official appointments, it is not strange that men 
are found willing to accept them. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Every one for himself. — Travellers* Tricks. — Puenta Gorda.~A Visit to the Ca 
rib Indians. — A Carib Crone. — A Baptism. — Rio Dolce. — Beautiful Scenery. — 
Yzabal. — Reception of the Padre. — A Barber in Office. — A Band of “ Invinci- 
bles.” — Parties in Central America. — A Compatriot. — A Grave in a Foreign 
Land.— Preparations for the Passage of “the Mountain.” — A Road not Macad- 
amized. — Perils by the Way. — A well-spiced Lunch. — The Mountain passed. 

We had engaged a servant, a French Spaniard, St. 
Domingo born and Omoa bred, bearing the name of 
Augustin ; young, and, as wc at first thought, not very 
sharp. Early in the morning he asked us what we 
would have for breakfast, naming eggs, chickens, &c. 
We gave him directions, and in due time sat down to 
breakfast. During the meal something occurred to put 
us on inquiry, and wc learned that everything on the 
table, excepting the tea and coffee, belonged to the 
padre. Without asking any questions, or thinking of 
the subject at all, we had taken for granted that the 
steamboat made all necessary provisions for passen- 
gers ; but, to our ^surprise, learned that the boat fur- 
nished nothing, and that passengers were expected to 
take care of themselves. The padre had been as ig- 
norant and as improvident as wc ; but some good Cath- 
olic friends, whom he had married or whose children 
he had baptized, had sent on board contributions of 
various kinds, and, among other things — odd luggage 
for a traveller — a coop full of chickens. We congrat- 
ulated the padre upon his good fortune in having us 
with him, and oursgslves upon such a treasure as Au- 
gustin. I may mention, by-the-way, that, in the midst 
of Colonel M‘Donald^s liospitalities, Mr. Catherwood 
and I exhibited rath-^^r tuo much of the old tfaveller. 
When at dinner the last day, Mr. C. was called from 
VoL. I.— D 3 
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table to superintend the removal of some luggage, and 
shortly after I was called out ; and, fortunately for 
Colonel McDonald and the credit of my country, ] 
found Mr. O. quietly rolling up, to send back to New- 
York, a large blue cloak belonging to the colonel, sup- 
posing it to be mine. I returned to the table and 
mentioned to our host his narrow escape, adding that 
I had some doubt about a large canvass sack for bed- 
ding which I had found in my room, and, presuming 
it was one that had been promised me by Captain 
Hampton, had put on board the steamboat ; but this 
too, it appeared, belonged to Colonel McDonald, and 
for many years had carried his camp bed. The result 
was, that the colonel insisted upon our taking it, and I 
am afraid it was pretty well worn out before he receiv- 
ed it again. The reader will infer from all this that 
j^r. C. and I, with the help of Augustin, jvere fit to 
travel in any country. 

But to return. It was a beautiful day. Our course 
lay nearly south, directly’ along the coast of Honduras. 
In his last voyage Columbus discovered this part of the 
Continent of America, but its verdant beauties could 
not win him to the shore. Without landing, he con- 
tinued on to the Isthmus of Darien, in search of that 
passage to India which was the aim of all his hopes, 
but which it was destined he should never see. 

Steamboats have destroyed some of the most pleas- 
ing illusions of my life. 1 was hurried up the Helles- 
poqtf, past Sestos*; nd Abydos, and the Plain of Troy, 
undear. the clatter of a steam-engine ; and it struck at 
the root of all *he romance connected with the adven- 
tures of Columbus to foHow in his track, accompanied 
by tb6i%lamour of the same panting monster. Never- 
tbele Sjifll was very pleasant. We sat down under an 



VISIT TO THE CARIB INDIANS. 


27 


awning ; the sun was intensely hot, but we were shel- 
tered, and had a refreshing breeze. The coast assu- 
med an appearance of grandeur and beauty that real- 
ized my ideas of tropical regions. 'There, was a dense 
forest to the water’s edge. Beyond were lofty mount- 
ains, covered to their tops with perpetual green, some 
isolated, and others running off in ranges, higher and 
higher, till they were lost in the clouds. 

At eleven o’clock we came in sight of Puenta Gor- 
da, a settlement of Carib Indians, about a hundred and 
fifty miles down the coast, and the first place at which 
I had directed the captain to stop. As we approached 
we saw an opening on the water’s edge, with a range 
of low houses, reminding me of a clearing in our for- 
ests at home. It was but a speck on the great line of 
coast ; on both sides were primeval trees. Behind 
towered an extraordinary mountain, apparently broken 
into two, like the back of a two-humped camel. As 
the steamboat turned in, where steamboat had never 
been before, the whole village was in commotion : 
women and children were running on the bank, and 
four men des(!fen(fed to the water and came off in a 
canoe to meet us. 

Our fellow-passenger, the padre, during his residence 
at Balize, had become acquainted with many of the 
Caribs, and, upon one occasion, by invitation from its 
chief, had visited a settlement for the purpose of mar- 
rying and baptizing the inhabitants. He asked wheth- 
er we had any objection to his taking advantage of the 
opportunity to do the same here ; and, as we had none, 
at the moment of disembarking he appeared on deck 
with a large wash-hand bus|H hand, and a well- 

filled pocket-handkerclrei in the other, coiflaming his 
priestly vestments. 
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We anchored a short distance from the beach, and 
went ashore in the small boat. We landed at the foot 
of a bank about twenty feet high, and, ascending to 
the top, came at once, under a burning sun, into all 
the richness of tropical vegetation. Besides cotton 
and rice, the cahoon, banana, cocoanut, pineapple, or- 
ange, lemon, and plantain, with many other fruits 
which we did not know even by name, were growing 
with such luxuriance that at first their very fragrance 
was oppressive. Under the shade of these trees most 
of the inhabitants were gathered, and the padre imme- 
diately gave notice, in a wholesale way, that he had 
come to marry and baptize them. After a short con- 
sultation, a house was selected for the performance 
of the ceremonies, and Mr. Catherwood and I, under 
the guidance of a Carib, who had picked up a little 
English in his canoe expeditions to Balize, walked 
through the settlement. 

It consisted of about five hundred inhabitants. Their 
native place was on the se'acoast, below Truxillo, with- 
in the government of Central America ; and having 
taken an active part against Morazah, when his party 
became dominant they fled to this place, being within 
the limits of the British authority. Though living 
apart, as a tribe of Caribs, not mingling their blood 
with that of their conquerors, they were completely 
civilized ; retaining, however, the Indian passion for 
beads and ornaments. The houses or huts were^ 
built of poles abofit an inch thick, set upright in the 
ground, tied together with bark strings, and thatched 
with coroon leaves. Some had partitions and bed- 
steads made of the sam^jmaterials ; in every house 
were a ^rams hammock and a figure of the Virgin or 
of some tutelary saint ; and we were exceedingly 
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struck with the great progress made in civilization by 
these descendants of cannibals, the fiercest of all the 
Indian tribes whom the Spaniards encountered. 

The houses extended along the. bank, .at some dis- 
tance apart ; and the heat was so oppressive that, be- 
fore reaching the last, we were about to turn back ; but 
our guide urged us to go on and see ‘‘ one old woman,” 
his grandmother. We followed and saw her. She 
was very old ; no one knew her age, but it was consid- 
erably over a hundred ; and, what gave her more in- 
terest in our eyes than the circumstance of her being 
the grandmother of our guide, she came from the isl- 
and of St. Vincent, the residence of the most indomi- 
table portion of her race ; and she had never been bap- 
tized. She received us with an idiotic laugh ; her fig- 
ure was shrunken ; her face shrivelled, weazened, and 
wicked ; and she looked as though, in her youth, she 
had gloried in dancing at a feast of human flesh. 

We returned, and found our friend, the padre, dress- 
ed ill the contents of his pocket-handkerchief, quite a 
respectable-looking priest. By his side was our steam- 
boa! wgsbbpwi, fitted with holy water, and in his hand 
a prayer-book. Augustin st8od up, holding the stump 
of a tallow candle. 

The Garibs, like most of the other Indians of Cen- 
tral America, have received the doctrines of Christian- 
ity as presented to them by the priests and monks of 
Spain, and are, in all things, strict observers of the 
forms prescribed. In this settlement, the visit o£ a 
padre was a rare but welcome occurrence. At filtt 
they seemed to h iv^e a suspicion thal our friend was 
not orthodox, becau.?c he dj||||not speak Spanish : but 
when they saw him in hts gown and surplioe, Y^ith the 
burning incense, all distrust vanished. 
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There was little to be done in the way of marrying, 
there being a scarcity of men for that purpose, as most 
,of them were away fishing or at work ; but a long file 
of women presented themselves, each with a child in 
her arms, for baptism. They were arranged around 
the wall in a circle, and the padre began. Of the 
first he asked a question which I believe is not to be 
found in the book, and which, in some places, it would 
be considered impertinent to put to a mother who of- 
fered her child for initiation into the Church, viz., 
whether she was married. She hesitated, smiled, 
laughed, and answered wo. The padre told her that 
this was very wrong and unbecoming a good Christian 
woman, and advised her to take advantage of the pres- 
ent opportunity to marry the child’s father. She an- 
swered that she would like to do so, but that he was 
away cutting mahogany ; and here, as his questions and 
her answers had to pass through an interpreter, the 
affair began to be complicated ; indeed, so many of 
the women interposed, ali speaking at once, that the 
padre became aware he had touched upon delicate 
ground, and so passed on to the next. 1 ' 

In fact, even with Iherd^ular business our friend had 
enough to do. He understood but little Spanish ; his 
book was in Latin ; and not being able to translate 
as readily as the occasion required, he had employed 
the interval of our absence in copying on a slip of pa- 
per, from a Spanish Protestant prayer-book, the formal 
pai;t of the baptisma’ service. In the confusion this 
lost, and the padre was thrown back upon his Lat- 
in, to be translate I into Spanish Us required. After 
labouring a whili', he turn|j|^to Augustin, and gave him 
in English the questions t^put to the women. Augus- 
tin was I good Catholic, and listened to him with as 
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much respect as if he had been the pope, but did not 
understand a word'he said. I explained to Augustin 
in French, who explained to one of the men in Span-, 
ish, who explained to the women. -This, of course, led 
to confusion ; but all were so devout and respectful, 
that, in spite of these tribulations, the ceremony was 
solemn. When he came to the Latin parts, our friend 
rattled it off as fast as if fresh from the Propaganda at 
Rome, and the Garibs were not much behindhand. 

The padre had told ps of the passion of the Garibs 
for a multiplicity of names ; and one of the women, 
after giving her child three or four, pointed to me, and 
told him to add mine. I am not very strict, but I did 
not care to assume wantonly the obligations of a god- 
father ; and, stopping the ceremony, begged the padre 
to get me released with the best grace he could. He 
promised to do so ; but it was an excessively hot day ; 
the room Was crowded, the doors choked up, and by 
this time the padre, with his Latin, and English, and 
French, and Spanish, was in a profuse perspiration, 
and somewhat confused. I thought myself clear, till, 
a few mjjmen4s afterward, a child was passed along 
for me to take in my arms ; but I was relieved on one 
point : I thought that it was the lady who had become 
a mother without being a wife, that wished her child 
to bear my name, but it was another ; still I most un- 
gallantly avoided receiving the baby. On going away, 
however, the woman iiMtercepted me, and, thrusting 
forward the child, called me compadre ; so that, with- 
out knowing it, I became godfather to a Carib child ; 
fortunately, its mother \vii« an honest woman, and the 
father stood by at the dniCj^ In all probability I shall 
never have much to do with its training ; and I (^n only 
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hope that in due season it will multiply the name and 
make it respectable among the Caribs, 

We returned to the steamboat, and in a few minutes 
were again under way, steering for the Rio Dolce. An 
amphitheatre of lofty mountains stretches for many 
miles along the coast, and back till they are lost to the 
sight. In one small place this lofty range opens for 
the passage of a gentle river. On the right bank of 
the coast was one of the places I intended to visit. It 
was called by the familiar name of Livingston, in hon- 
our of the distinguished citizen of Louisiana whose 
criminal code was at that time introduced into Guati- 
mala ; and it was supposed/ so advantageous was its 
position, that it would become the port of entry of 
Central America ; but these expectations were not re- 
alized. 

It was four o’clock in the afternoon, and, in steering 
toward it, the captain told me that, if we cast anchor, 
it would be necessary to lie there till morning. I was 
loth to lose the only oppottunity I shall probably ever 
have of stopping a steamboat ; but I had an eager, al- 
most a burning curiosity to see the Gdlfo Dolce, and 
we all agreed that it would be wanton to lose such an 
opportunity of seeing it to advantage. I therefore di- 
rected the captain to move close to the bank and pass on. 

The bank was ele\ated about thirty feet above the 
water, and rich and luxuriant as at Puenta Gorda. 
The site of the intended city IVas occupied by another 
tribe of Caribs, who, like the first, driven from their 
home by war. had followed up the coast, and, with 
that eye for the picturesque and beautiful in natural 
scenery which distinguisl|p8 the Indians everywhere, 
had fix<?d themselves upon this spot. Their leaf- 
thatched huts were ranged along the bank, shaded by 
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groves of plantain and cocoanut trees ; canoes with 
sails set were lying on the water, and men and women 
were sitting under the trees gazing at us. It was a 
soft and sunny scene, speaking peace and freedom 
from the tumults of a busy world. 

But, beautiful as it was, we soon forgot it ; for a 
narrow opening in a rampart of mountains wooed us 
on, and in a few moments we entered the Rio Dolce. 
On each side, rising perpendicularly from three to four 
hundred feet, was a wall of living green. Trees grew 
from the water’s edge, with dense, unbroken foliage, 
to the top ; not a spot of .barrenness was to be seen ; 
and on both sides, from the tops of the highest trees, 
long tendrils descended to the water, as if to drink and 
carry iihi to the trunks that bore them. It was, as its 
name imports, a Rio Dolce, a fairy scene of Titan 
land, combining exquisit^beauty with colossal gran- 
deur. As we advanced the passage turned, and in a 
few minutes wc lost sight of the sea, and were enclosed 
on all sides by a forest wall ; but the river, although 
showing us no passage, still invited us onward. Could 
this be the purtaf to a land of volcanoes and earth- 
quake's, torn and distracted by civil war ? For some 
time we looked in vain for a single barren spot ; at 
length we saw a naked wall of perpendicular rock, but 
out of the crevices, and apparently out of the rock it- 
self, grew shrubs and trees. Sometimes we were so 
enclosed that it seemed as if the boat must drive in 
among the trees. Occasionally, iif an angle of the 
turns, the wall sunJv , and the sun struck in with scorch- 
ing force, but in a diomeul we were again in the deep- 
est shade. From the *ane^I accounts we had heard, 
we expected to see monkeys gambolling ^inpng the 
trees, and parrots flying over our heads ; but all was as 
VoL. L— E 
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quiet as if man had never been there before. The pel- 
ican, the stillest of birds, was the only living thing we 
saw, and the only sound was the unnatural bluster 
of our steam-engine. The wild defile that leads to 
the excavated city of Petra is not more noiseless or 
more extraordinary, but strangely contrasting in its ster- 
il desolation, while here all is luxuriant, romantic, and 
beautiful. 

For nine miles the passage continued thus one scene 
of unvarying beauty, when suddenly the narrow river 
expanded into a large lake, encompassed by mountains 
and studded with islands, which the setting sun illumi- 
nated with gorgeous splendour. We remained on 
deck till a late hour, and awoke the next morning in 
the harbour of Yzabal. A single schooner of about 
forty tons showed the low state of her commerce. 
We landed before seven o’fl[ock hi the morning, and 
even then it was hot. There were no idlers on the 
bank, and the custom-house officer was the only person 
to receive us. 

The town stands on a gentle elevation on the banks 
of the Golfo Dolce, with mountains piled* upon mount- 
ains behind. We walked up the street to the square, 
on one side of which was the house of Messrs. Ampu- 
dia and Pulleiro, the largest and, except one they 'were 
then engaged in building, the only frame house in the 
place. The rest were all huts, built of poles and reeds, 
and thatched with ler»*"es of the cahoon-tree. Oppo- 
site their door wks a large shed, under which were 
bales of merchand^e, and mules, muleteers, and In- 
dians, for transpi-rting goods across the Mico Mountain. 

The arrival of the pad|e created a great sensation. 
It was anitounced by a joyful ringing of the church 
bells^ and in an hour after he was dressed in his sur- 
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plice and saying mass. The church stood at the head 
of the square, and, like the houses, was built of poles 
and thatched with leaves. In front, at a distance of 
ten or fifteen feet, was a large wooden cross. The 
floor was of bare earth, but swept clean and strewed 
with pine-leaves ; the sides were trimmed with branch- 
es and festoons of flowers, and the altar was ornament- 
ed with figures of the Virgin and saints, and wreaths 
of flowers. It was a long time since the people had 
had the privilege of hearing mass, and the whole pop- 
ulation, Spaniards, Mestitzoes, and Indians, answered 
the unexpected but welcome call of the matin bell. 
The floor was covered with kneeling women having 
white shawls over their heads, and behind, leaning 
against the rude pillars, were the men ; and their ear- 
nestness and humility, the earthen floor and the thatch- 
ed roof, were more imposing than the pomp of worship 
in the rich cathedrals of Europe or under the dome of 
St. Peter’s. 

After breakfast we inquired for a barber, and were 
referred to the collector of the port, who, we were 
told, was the«besft hair-cutter in the place. His house 
was no bigger than his neighbours’, but inside hung a 
military saddle, with holsters and pistols, and a huge 
swo*d, the accoutrements of the collector when he sal- 
lied out at the head of his deputy to strike terror into 
the heart of a smuggler. Unfortunately, the honest 
Democrat was not at home ; but the deputy oflered his 
own services. Mr. C. and I submitted ; but the padre, 
who wanted his crown shaved, according to the rules of 
his order, determined to wait the return of the collector. 

I next called upon Ihc commandant with my pass- 
port. His house was on the opposite side of tfip square. 
A soldier about fourteen years old, with a bell- crown- 
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ed Straw hat falling over his eyes like an extinguisher 
upon a candle, was standing at the door as sentinel. 
The troops, consisting of about thirty men and boys, 
were drawn up in front, and a sergeant was smoking a 
cigar and drilling them. The uniform purported to 
be a white straw hat, cotton trousers and shirt outside, 
musket, and cartridge-box. In one particular uniform- 
ity was strictly observed, viz., all were barefooted. 
The first process of calling off rank and file was omit- 
ted ; and, as it happened, a long-legged fellow, six feet 
high, stood next to a boy twelve or thirteen years old. 
The custom-house officer was with the sergeant, advi- 
sing him ; and, after a manoeuvre and a consultation, 
the sergeant walked up to the line, and with the palm 
of his hand struck a soldier on that part of the body 
which, in my younger days, was considered by the 
schoolmaster the channel of knowledge into a boy’s 
brain. 

The commandant of this hopeful band was Don Juan 
Pehol, a gentleman by birth and education, who, with 
others of his family, had been banished by General 
Morazan, and sought refuge in the DhiteVl States. His 
predecessor, who was an officer of Morazan, had been 
just driven out by the Carrera party, and he was but 
twenty days in his place. • 

Three great parties at that time distracted Central 
America : that of Morazan, the former president of the 
Republic, in San Salvr lor, of Ferrera in Honduras, 
and of Carrera in Guatimala. Ferrera was a mulatto, 
and Carrera an Indian ; and, though not fighting for 
atty common purpose, they sympathized in opposition 
to Morazan. When Mr. Montgomery visited Guati- 
mala, iUwj^s just thrown into a ferment by the rising 
of Carrera, who was then regarded as the head of a 
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troop of banditti, a robber and assassin ; his follow- 
ers were called Cachurecos (meaning false coin), and 
Mr. Montgomery told me that against him an official 
passport would be no protection whatever. Now he 
was the head of the party that ruled Guatimala. Se- 
nor Pihol gave us a melancholy picture of the state of 
whe country. A battle had just been fought near San 
Salvador, between General Morazan and Ferrera, in 
which the former was wounded, but Ferrera was rout- 
ed, and his troops were cut to pieces, and he feared 
Morazan was about to? m^rch upon Guatimala. He 
could only give us a passport to Guatimala, which he 
said would not be respected by General Morazan. 

We fdt interested in the position of Senior Pihol ; 
yoiing, but with a face bearing the marks of care and 
anxiety, a consciousness of the miserable condition of 
the present, and fearful forebodings for the future. 
To our great regret, the intelligence we received indu- 
ced our friend the padre to abandon, for the present, 
his intention of going to GliatimaJa. He had heard 
all the terrible stories of Morazan’ s persec\ition and 
proscription of the priests, and thought it dangerous to 
fall into his hands ; and I have reason to believe it 
was the apprehension of this which ultimately drove 
him ftom the country. 

Toward evening I strolled thrqu|^ the town. The 
population consists of about fifte^i hundred Indians, 
negroes, mulattoes, Mestitzoes, and mixed blood of 
every degree, with a few Spaniards.* Very soon I was 
accosted by a man who called himself my countryman, 
a mulatto from Baftimore, and his name was Philip. 
He had been eight years in the country, and said that 
he had once thought of returning home as rf servant by 
way of New-Orleans, but he had left home in such a 

4 
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hurry that he forgot to bring with him his “ Christian 
papers from which I inferred that he was what would 
be called in Maryland a runaway slave. He was a 
man of considerable standing, being fireman, oii board 
the steamboat at $23 a month ; besides which, he did 
odd jobs at carpentering, and was, in fact, the princi- 
pal architect in Yzabal, having then on his hands a 
contract for $3500 for building the new house of Messrs. 
Ampudia and Pulleiro. In other things, I am sorry to 
say, Philip was not quite s6 res]j>ectable ; and I can only 
hope that it was not his American education that led 
him into some irregularities in which he seemed to 
think there was no harm. He asked me to go to his 
house and see his wife, but on the way I learned from 
him that he was not married ; and he said, what I hope 
is a slander upon the good people of Yzabal, that he 
only did as all the rest did. He owned the house in 
which he lived, and for which, with the ground, he had 
paid twelve dollars ; and being a householder and an 
American, I tried to indilc’e him to take advantage of 
the opportunity of the padre’s visit, and set a good ex- 
ample by getting married; but *he Vas obstinate, 
and said that he did not like to be trammelled, and that 
he might go elsewhere and see another girl whom he 
liked better. 

While standin^^t his door, Mr. Catherwood passed 
on his way to visitmr. Rush, the engineer of the steam- 
boat, who had been ill on board. We found him in 
one of the huts of the town, in p hammock, with all 
his clothes on. He was a man of Herculean frame, 
six feet three or four inches high, and stout in propor- 
tion ; but he lay helpless as a child. A single candle 
stuck upoh the din floor gave a miserable light, and a 
group of men of different races and colour, from the 
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white-^faced Saxon to the Indian and African, stood 
round him : rude nurses for one used to the comforts 
of an English home. I recollected that Yzabal was 
noted ae a sickly place ; Mr. Montgomery, who pub- 
ashed ari interesting account of his visit to Guatimala 
in 1838, had told me that it was running the gauntlet 
for life even to pass through it, and I trembled for the 
poor Englishman. I remembered, too, what it is 
strange that I had before forgotten, that here Mr. Shan- 
non, our charge to Central America, died. PHilip was 
with me, and knew wfifere Mr. Shannon was buried, 
but in the dark he could not point out the spot. I in- 
tended to set out early in the morning ; and afraid that, 
in the hurry of departure, I might neglect altogether 
the sacred duty of visiting, in this distant place, the 
grave of an American, I returned to the house and 
requested Sehor Ampudia to accompany me. We 
crossed the square, passed through the suburbs, and in 
a few minutes were outside of the town. It was so 
dark that I could scarcely 'See my way. Crossing a 
deep gulley on a plank, we reached a rising ground, 
open on the ri^ht,’ stretching away to the Golfo Dolce, 
and in front bounded by a gloomy forest. On the 
top was a rude fence of rough upright poles, enclo- 
sing the grave of some relative of Senor Ampudia ; 
and by the side of this was the g^aye of Mr. Shannon. 
There was no stone or fence, or hardly any elevation, 
to distinguish it from the soil around. It was a gloomy 
burial-place for a countryman, and* I felt an involun- 
tary depression of spirit. A fatality had hung over 
our diplomatic appointment to Central America ; Mr, 
Williams, Mr. Shannon, Mr. Dewitt, Mr. Leggett^ all 
who had ever held it, v.^-ere dead. I recollected an ex- 
pression in a letter from x near relative of Mr. Dewitt : 
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** May you be more fortunate than either of your pred- 
ecessors has been.” It was melanclu^ly, that one who 
had died abroad in the service of his country was thus 
left on a wild moimtain, without any stone to mark 
his grave. I returned to the house, difected a fence 
to be built around the grave of Mr. Shannon, and mj 
friend the padre promised to plant at its head a cocQft- 
nut-tree. 

At delight the muleteers comihenced loading for 
the passage of the Mountain.”^. . A\ seven o’cloek the 
whole caravan, consisting of nearly a hundred mules 
and twenty or thirty muleteers, ‘was fairly under way. 
Our immediate party consisted of five mules ; two for 
Mr. Catherwood and myself, one for Augustin, and 
two for luggage ; besides which, we had four Indian 
carriers. If we had been consulted, perhaps at that 
time we should have scrupled to use men as beasts of 
burden ; but Senor Ampudia had made all the arrange- 
ments for us. The Indians were naked, except a small 
piece of cotton cloth arourfd the loin^,Jaiid crossing in 
front between the legs. The load^ were arranged 
so as to have on one side a flat surface. ‘ The Indians 
sat on the ground with their backs against the surface ; 
passed a strap across the forehead, which supported 
the load ; and, adjusting it on their, shoulders, with the 
aid of a staff or the, hand of a by-stander rose upon 
their feet. It seemed cruel ; but, before much sympa- 
thy could be expended upon them, they were out of 
sight. 

At eight o’clock Mr. C. and I mounted, each armed 
with a brace of pistols and a large hunting-knife, which 
we carried in a belt around the body; besides which, 
afraid to^trVist it in other hands, I had a mountain ba- 
rometer slnng over my shoulder. Augustin carried 
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pistols and sword'; our principal muleteer, who was 
mounted, carried a machete and a pair of murderous 
spurs, with rowels two inches long, on his naked heels ; 
and two other muleteers accompanied us on foot, each 
parrying a gun, 

A group of friendly by-stand ers gave us their adieus 
and good wishes ; and, passing a few straggling houses 
which constituted the suburbs, we entered upon a 
marshy plain sprinklcci with shrubs and small trees, 
and in a few minutes were in ai;i unbroken forest. At 
every step the mules saijk to their fetlocks in mud, and 
we camh to great puddles and mudholes, 
wliich'i*eminded me of the breaking up of winter and 
the solitary horsepath in one of our primeval forests 
at home. As we advanced, the shadenof the trees be- 
came thicker, the iioles larger and deeper, and roots, 
rising two or three feet above the ground, crossed the 
path in every direction. I gave the barometer to the 
muleteer, and had as much as I could do to keep my- 
self in the saddle. All conversation was at an end, 
and we kept as close as we could to the track of the 
muleteer ; when he descended into a mudhole, and 
crawled out, the entire legs of his mule blue with mud, 
we followed, and came out as blue as he. 

The caravan of mules, which had started before us, 
was but a short distance ahead and in a little while 
we heard ringing through the woods the loud shout of 
the muleteers and the sharp crack of the whip. We 
overtook them at the bank of a stream which broke 
rapidly over a stony bed. The whole caravan was 
moving up the bed 6f the stream ; the water was dark- 
ened by the shade of the overhanging trees ; the mule- 
teers, without shirts, and with their large trous^s rolled 
up to the thighs and di>wn from the waistband, were 
VoL. L— F 
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scattered among the mules : one was chasing a stray 
beast ; a second darting at one whose load was slip- 
ping off ; a third lifting up one that had fallen ; an- 
other, with his foot braced against a mule’s side, 
straining dt the girth ; all shouting, cursing, and lash- 
ing : the whoje a mass of inextricable confusion, and 
, presenting a scene almost terrific. 

We held lip to let them pass ; and, crossing the 
stream, rode a short distance on a level road, but over 
fetlock deep in mud ; and, cut|jing off a bend, fell into 
the stream ourselves in the 'iiiiddle of the caravan. 
The branches of the trees met over our heads, and the 
bed of the stream was so broken and stony that the 
mules constantly stumbled and fell. , Leaving this, and 
continuing on a road the same as before, in an hour 
we reached the foot of the mountain. The ascent 
began precipitously, and by an extraordinary passage. 
It was a narrow gulley, worn by the tracks of mules 
and the washing of mountain torrents so deep that the 
sides were higher than our heads, and so narrow that 
we could barely pass through without touching. Our 
whole caravan moved singly through these muddy de- 
files, the muleteers scattered among them and on the 
bank above, extricating the mules as they stuck fast, 
raising them as they fell, arranging their cargoes, curs- 
ing, shouting, and lashing them on. If one stopped, 
all behind were blocked up, unable to turn. Any sud- 
den start pressed us against the sides of the gulley, and 
there was no small da ’gei of getting a leg crushed. 
Emerging from this defile, we came again among deep 
mudholes and proje''ting roots of trees, with the addi- 
tional difficulty of a steep ascent. The trees, too, were 
larger, %nd their roots higher and extending farther ; 
and, abov all, the ma!iOgany-tree threw out its giant 
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roots, high at the trunk and tapering, not round, like 
the roots of other trees, but straight, with sharp edges, 
traversing rocks and the roots of other trees. It was 
the last of the rainy season ; the heavy rains from 
which we had suffered at sea had deluged the mount- 
ain, and it was in the worst state, to be passable ; for 
sometimes it is not passable at all. For the last few 
days there had been no rain ; but we had hardly con- 
gratulated ourselves upon our good fortune in having a 
clear day, when the for^t became darker and the rain 
poured. The woods were of impenetrable thickness ; 
and there; was no view except that of the detestable 
path before us. For five long hours wc were dragged 
through miidholes, squeezed in gulleys, knocked against 
trees, and tumbled over roots ; every step required care 
and great physical exertion ; and, withal, I felt that 
our inglorious epitaph might be, tossed over the head 
of a mule, brained by the trunk* of a mahogany-tree, 
and buried in the mud of the Mico Mountain.’’ We 
attempted to walk, but the* rocks and roots were so 
slippery, the miidholes so deep, and the ascents and 
descents so st5ep,*that it was impossible to continue. 

The mules were only half loaded, and even then 
several broke down ; the lash could not move them ; 
and scarcely one passed over without a fall. Of our 
immediate party, mine fell first. .Finding that I could 
not save her with the rein, by an exertion that strained 
every nerve I lifted myself from off her back, and 
flung clear of roots and trees, but not of mud ; and I 
had an escape from a worse danger : my dagger fell 
from its sheath and stood upright, with the handle in 
the mud, a foot of naked blade. Mr. Catherwood was 
thrown with such vi?»leuce, thht for a few* moments, 
feeling the helplessnef^s of our condition, I was horror- 



44 


INCIDENTS OF TKAVEL. 


Struck^ Long before this he had broken silence to ut- 
ter an exclamation which seemed to come Yrom the 
bottoiri of his heart, that, if he had known of this 

mountain,’’ I might have come to Central America 
alone ; if I had had any tendency to be a little uplifted 
by the honours I received at Balize, I was brought 
down by this high way to my capital. Shortly after 
Augustin’s mule fell backward ; he kicked his feet out 
of the stirrups, and attempted to slide off behind ; but 
the mule rolled, and caught him with his left leg under, 
and, but for his kicking, I shibuld have thought that 
every bone in his body was broken. The i^tile kick- 
ed worse than he ; but they rose together, and with- 
out any damage except that the mud, which before lay 
upon them in spots, was now formed into a regular 
plaster. 

We were tgiling on toward the top of the mountain, 
when, at a sudden turn, we met a solitary traveller. 
He was a tall, dark-complexioned man, with a broad- 
briinmed Panama hat, rolled up at the sides ; a striped 
woollen Guatimala jacket, with fringe at the bottom ; 
plaid pantaloons, leather spatter dhshes, spurs, and 
sword ; he was mounted on a noble mule with a 
high-peaked saddle, and the butts of a pair ol horse- 
man’s pisfols peeped out of the holsters. His face 
was . covered witli ^weat and mud ; ' his breast and 
legs were spjittered, and his right side was a complete 
incrustation ; altogether, his appearance was fearful. 
It seemed strangfe to meet any on such a road; 
and, to our surprise, he accosted us in English. He 
had ret out with muleteers and Indians, but had lost 
them in some of the windings of the woods, and was 
seekings his way aione. He had crossed the mount- 
ain twice before, but had never known it so bad; he 
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had been thrown twice ; once his mule rolled over 
him, and nearly crushed him; and now she was so 
frightened that he could hardly urge her along. He 
dismounted, and t}ie trembling bea^t and -his own ex- 
hausted* state confirmed all that he had said. He ask- 
ed us for brandy, wine, or water, anything to revive 
him; but, unfortunately, our stores were ahead, and 
for him to go back one step was out of the question. 
Imagine our surprise, whenj with his feet buried in the 
mud, he told us that he had been two years ift Guati- 
mala “ negotiating’ V for a bank charter. Fresh as I 
was from ine land of banks, I almost thought he intend- 
ed a fling at me ; but he did not look like one in a hu- 
mour for jesting ; and, for the benefit of those who will 
regard it as an evidence of incipient improvement, I 
am able to state that he had the charter secured when 
he rolled over in the mud, and was then on his way to 
England to sell the stock. He told us, too, what seem- 
ed in better keeping with the scene, that Carrera had 
marched toward St. Salvador, and a battle was daily 
expected between him and Morazan. 

But neither \){ us had time to lose ; and parting, 
though with some reluctance, almost as abruptly as we 
had met, wc continued our ascent. At one o’clock, to 
our inexpressible satisfaction, we reached the top of the 
mountain. Here we found a clearing of about two 
hundred feet in diameter, made for the benefit of be- 
nighted muleteers ; in different places were heaps of 
ashes and burned stumps of wood, the remains of theii 
fires. It was the only place on the mountain which 
the sun could reach, and here the ground was dry; but 
the view was bounded by the clearing. 

We dismounted, and would have lunched*, but had 
no water to drink ; and, after a few minutes’ rest, re- 
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sumed our journey. The descent was as bad as the 
ascent; and, instead of stopping to let the mules 
breathe, as they had done in ascending, the muleteers 
seemed anxious to’ determine in how short a time they 
could tumble them down the moimtain. In oAe of the 
muddiest defiles we were shut up by the falling of a 
mule before, and the crowding upon us of all behind ; 
and, at the first convenient place, we, stopped until the 
whole caravan had passed. The carefulness of the 
mules was extraordinary. For an hour I watched the 
movements of the one before me. At time^e put one 
of his fore feet on a root or stone, and triedPS as a man 
would ; sometimes he drew his fore legs out of a bed 
of mud from the shoulders, and sometimes it was one 
continued alternation of sinking and pulling out. 

This is the great high road to the city of Guatimala, 
which has always been a place of distinction in Span- 
ish America. Almost all the travel and merchandise 
from Europe passes over it ; and our guide said that 
the reason it was so bad was because it was traversed 
by so many mules. In some countries this would be a 
reason for making it better ; but it was pleasant to find 
that the people to whom I was accredited were relieved 
from one of the sources of contention at home, and did 
not trouble themselves with the complicated questions 
attendant upon internal improvements.* 

In two hours we reached a wild river or mountain 
torrent, foaming and breaking over its rocky bed, and 
shaded by large trees. It was caLed El Arroyo del 
Muerto, or Stream of the Dead. ^ The muleteers were 
already distributed on the rocks or under the shade of 

* Since ^halMime the Constituent Assembly of Guatimala has imposed a tax 
of one dollar upon every bale of merchandise that passes over the mountaini for 
the improvement of the road. 
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the trees, eating their frugal meal of corn-cakes ; the 
rhujes were in the river, or scattered along the bank; 
and we selected a large tree, which spread its branches 
over us like a roof, and so near the stream that we 
could dip our drinking-cups into the water.' 

All the anxiety which I had been able to Spare du- ‘ 
ring the day from myself I had bestowed upon the ba- 
rometer on the back of the guide. He carried, besides, 
a small white pitcher, with a red rim, on the belt of his 
machete, of which he was very proud and very care- 
ful ; and several times J aft^r a stumble and a narrow 
escape,^ turned round and held up the pitcher with 
a smile, which gave me hopes of the barometer ; and, 
in fact, he had carried it thfough without its being 
broken ; but, unfortunately, the quicksilver was not well 
secured, and the whole had escaped. It was impossi- 
ble to repair it in Guatimala, and the loss of this ba- 
rometer was a source of regret during our whole jour- 
ney ; for we ascended many mountains, the heights of 
which have never been ascertained. ^ 

But we bad another misadventure, which, at the 
moment, touohed* us more nearly. We sat on the 
ground, Turkish fashion, with a vacant space between 
us. Augustin placed before us a well-filled napkin ; 
and, as we dipped water from the clear stream by our 
side, a spirit of other days came over us, and we spoke 
in contempt of railroads, cities, and hotels ; but oh, 
publicans, you were avenged. We unrolled the nap- 
kin, and the scene that presented itself was too shock- 
ing, even for the strongest nerves. We had provided 
bread for three dayf^, eggs boiled hard, and two roasted 
fowls for as long as they might last. Augustin had 
forgotten salt, but he LuJ placed in the napk^ a large 
paper of gunpowder as an adventure of his own. The 



48 


INCIDENTS OP TRAVEL. 


paper was broken, and the bread, fowls, and eggs were 
thoroughly seasoned with this new condiment. All the 
beauty of the scene, all our equanimity, everything 
except our tremendous appetites, left us in a moment. 
Country taverns rose up before us; and we, who had 
been so amiable, abused Augustin, and wished him the 
whole murderous seasoning in his own body. We 
could hot pick out enough to satisfy hunger. It was 
perhaps the most innocent way of tasting gunpowder, 
but even so it was a bitter pill. We picked and tnade 
excavations for immediate uge, but the ^st of our 
stores was lost. 

This over, we mounted, and, fording the stream, 
continued our descent.* Passing off by a spur of the 
mountain, we came out upon an open ridge, command- 
ing a view of an extensive savannah. Very soon we 
reached a fine table of land, where a large party of 
muleteers on their way to Yzabal were encamped for 
the night. Bales of indigo, which formed their car- 
goes, were piled up like a wall ; their mules were pas- 
turing quietly near them, and fires were burning to 
cook their suppers. It was a great* satisfaction to be 
once more in an open country, and to see the mount- 
ain, with its dense forest, lighted up by the setting sun, 
grand and gloomy, and ourselves fairly out of it. With 
ten hours of the hardest riding I ever went through, we 
had made only twelve miles. 

Descending from this table, we entered a plain thick- 
ly wooded, and in a few minutes r ached a grove of 
wild palm-trees of singular beauty. From the top of 
a tall naked stem grew branches 'twenty or thirty feet 
long, spreading from the trunk, and falling outward 
with a graceful bend, like enormous plumes of feath- 
ers ; the trees stood so close that the bending branches 
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.met, and formed arches, in some places as regular as 
if constructed by ; and as we rode among them, there 
was .a sbli^mii stil^iei^, an ^ air of desolation, that re- 
minded -us of the columns of an Egyptian temple. 

Toward dark we reached the ranchc^f Mico. It 
was a small house, built of poles and plastered with 
mud. Near it, and connected by a shed thatched with 
branches, was a- larger house, built of the same mate- 
rial,' expressly for the use of travellers. ' This was al- 
ready occupied by two parties from Guatimala; one of 
which of the Ca^nigo Castillo, his clerical 

compailHIr or secretary, and two young Pavons. The 
other was a French merchant on his way to Paris. 
Mr. C. and I were picturesque-looking objects, not 
spattered, but plastered with mud from head, to foot; 
blit we were soon known, and received from the whole 
company a cordial welcome to Central America. 

Their appearance was such as gave me a highly 
favourable Opinion of the description of persons I 
should meet at Guatimala. *The canonigo was one of 
the first men in the country in position and character, 
and was then *on his way to Havana on a delicate po- 
litical mission, being sent, by the Constituent Assem- 
bly to invite back the ara{):bishop, who had beeii ban- 
ished by General Morazan ten years before. He un- 
dertook to do the honours, and set before us choco- 
late and what he called the ‘‘ natigl^al dish,^’ frigoles, 
or black beans fried, which, fortunately for our subse- 
quent travels, we ‘‘ cottoned’’ to at once. We were 
very tired, but agrgeable company was better than 
sleep. The canonigo had been educated at Rome, 
and passed the early part oi his life in Europe ; the 
Frenchman was from Fari^ ; the young Pavons were 
educated in New-York; and we sat till a late hour, 

VoL r G 5 
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our elothes stiff with mud, talking of France, Italy, 
and ionise. At length we hhng i 3 p Qur bamnlb6ks. 
We had been so much occupied tli^it we had paid no. 
attention to our luggage ; and, Vheii we wanted to pro- 
^,cure a chanJ^f raiment, could not find our men,' and 
were obliged to tuirh in as we were ; but, with tKe,^t- 
isfactory feeing thaV we'^ad passed “ the mouhtam,’^ 
we soon fell asldbp* 
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CHAPTER III. 

A Ciaxiomgo.-^How to roast a Fowl.— jBxtempore SboenUi]^;**Motagua Kivei. 
— BeaatiAil Scene.~Cro8Bing the River.->The Lhxory abater .—PrimiiiTe' 
Chattamea.-rHow to make Tortillas.— >Coatly T^her.— Gualan.— OppiMsWe 
Heiatr-Shock of an Eaithquake.-- A stroll thiphgh the Tbwii.--;A troublesome 
Muleteer.— A Lawsuit.— Important Ne^tiations.— Al^em Bona Dea.— How 
to gain a Husband^^iilL^Kingdom of Flora.— Zacapa.^Making free wi ll a Host. 

Before daylight I was out of doors. Twenty or 
thirty ihra, muleteers and servants, were asleep on the 
ground^pch lying on his back, with his black chamarro 
wound round him, covering his head and feet. As^the 
day broke they arose. Very soon the Frenchman got 
up, took chocolate, and, after an hour’s preparation, 
started. The canonigo set off next. He had crossed 
the mountain twenty years before, on his first arrival 
in the country, and still retained a full recollection of 
its horrors. He set off on the back of an Indian, in a 
silla^ or chair with a high back and top to protect him 
from the sun. Three other Indians followed as relay 
carriers, and a noble mule for his relief if he should be- 
come tired of the chair. The Indian was bent almost 
double, but the canonig^was in high spirits, smoking 
his cigar, and waving his hand ti^ he was out of sight. 
The Pavons started last, and we were left alone. 

Still none of our men came. Xx about eight o’clock 
two made their appearance ; they had slept at a rancho 
near by, and the others had gone on* with the luggage. 
We were excessively provoked ; but, enduring as we 
might the discomfort of our clothes stiff with mud, sad- 
dled and set off. 

We saw no more of ou?* caravan of mules,»and our 
muleteer of the barometer had disappeared without 
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notice, and left us in the hands ;of two* understrap- 

, Our road ley over a mountaihdti&jQMtry^ btiit. ^n- 
erally clear of ; and in about twhburs we rfe^&h- 
ed a cbUe^^^of rjinchos, called El Pozo. One of 
our* men rode up to a hut and dismounted, as if he 
were at/hddi^, ^ of the house chided bim 

for not havingii^iie the night before, ;^hich he gruffly 
ascribed to uS|!j|md it was evidentftfet we sibpd a 
chancb of losing him too. - But we had a subje^ of 
more immediate interest in t|ie want of sL^eakfast. 
Our tea and coffee, all that we had left aq||^he de- 
strfiction of our stores by gunpowder, were gone for- 
ward,' and for some time we could get nothing. And 
here, in the beginning of our journey, we found a scar- 
city of provant greater than we had ever met with be- 
fore in any inhabited country. The people lived ex- 
clusively upon tortillas — ^flat cakes made of crushed 
Indian corn, and baked on a clay griddle — and black 
beans. Augustin bought "Some of these last, but they 
required several hours’ soaking before they could be 
eaten. At length he succeeded in buying a fowl, 
through which he ran a stick, and smoked it over a 
fire, without dressing of any^|nd, and which, with tor- 
tillas, made a good pieal for a penitentiary system of 
diet. As we had expected, our principal muleteer was 
unable to tear himself away ; but, like a dutiful hus- 
band, he sent, by the only one that was now left, a 
loving message to* his wife at Gualan. 

At the moment of sta ting, our remaining attendant 
said he could not go until he had made a pair of shoes, 
and we were obliged to wait ; but it did not take long. 
Standing dn an un tanned cowhide, he marked the size 
of his feet with a piece of coal, cut them out with his 





extempore shoemaking. 

machete, made propeif holes, and, passing a leather 
string un^r'the arpjim the heel, and between 

the greftt itext to it, was 

4-gain roaoiay on the ridge of a j^h^mbuntain, 
with a i valley on each si^e. At a distan^^ere beau- 
tiful: h^ green, and ornarpehte^ 
and cattle grazing upon them^ thSt r emp ded us of park 
scenery in Enj^apd. Often points^^sented them- 
seiVe^j^^which /af home would have been selected as 
siteis ;|df dwellings, a^ art and taste. 

AndHtJiii a land of perpetual summer; the blasts 
of win1^W.eve^reach it ; but, with all its softness and 
beauty, it was dreary and desolate. 

At two o’clock it began to rain ; in an hour it clear- 
ed off, and from the high mountain ridge we saw the 
Motagua River, one of the noblest in Central America, 
rolling majestically through the valley on our left. 
Descending by a wild, precipitous path, at four o’clock 
we reached the bank directly opposite, Encuentros. It 
was one of the most beautiful, scenes I ever beheld: 
all around were giant mountains, and the river, b:i^oad 
and deep, rolled through them with the force of a 
mighty torrent. , 

On the opposite banl^were a few houses, and two 
or three canoes lay in the water, but not a person was 
in sight. By loiid shouting we brought a man to the 
bank, who entered one of the canoes and set her adrift ; 
he was immediately carried far down the stream ; but, 
taking advantage of an eddy, he brought her across to 
the place where we«stood. Our luggage, the saddles, 
bridles, and other trappings of the mules, were put on 
board, and we embarked. Augustin sat in the stern, 
holding the halter of one of the mules, and ledUing her 
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like a decoy duck ; but the rest had no disposition to 
follow. The muleteer drove them in' up to their hecks, 
but they ran back to the shore. Several times, by pelt- 
ing them with sticks and stones, heVdrove them, in as 
before. At length he stripped himself ; and, wading 
to the depth of his breast, with a stick ten or twelve 
feet long, succeeded in getting them all afloat, and on a 
line within the reach of his stick. Any one that turn- 
ed toward the sliore received a blow on his nose, and 
at length they all set their faces for the opposite bank ; 
their little heads were all that we could see, aimed di- 
rectly across, but carried down by the eura| p t. One 
was carried below the rest ; and, when sK^Haw her 
companions landing, she raised a frightened cry, and 
almost drowned herself in struggling to reach them. 

During all this time we sat in the canoe, with the 
hot sun beating upon our beads. For the last two 
hours we had suffered excessively from heat ; our 
clothes were saturated with perspiration and stiff with 
mud, and we' looked forward almost with rapture to a 
bath in the Motagua and a change of linen. We land- 
ed, and walked up to the house in , which we were to 
pass the night. It was plastered and whitewashed, 
and adorned with streaks of red in the shape of fes- 
toons ; and in front was a fence made of long reeds, 
six inches in diameter, split into two ; altogether the 
appearance was favourable. To our great vexation, 
our luggage had gone on to a rancho three leagues be- 
yond. Our muleteers refused to go any farther. We 
were unpleasantly situated, but we did not care to leave 
so soon the Motagua river. Our host told us that his 
house and all that lie hrd were at our disposal ; but he 
could give us nothin.^ to cat; and, telling Augustin to 
ransack the village, we returned to the river. Every- 



THE LUXURY OF WATER. 


65 


where the current was too rapid for a quiet bath. Call- 
ing our canoe man, we returned to the opposite side, 
and in a few,mj[Autes were enjoying an ablutioii, the 
luxury of which only be appreciated by those who, 
like lis, had crossed the Mico Mountain without throw- 
ing away their clothes. 

There was an enjoyment in this bath greater even 
than that of cooling our heated bodies. It was the 
moment of a golden sunset. We stood up to our necks 
in water clear as crystal, and calm as that of ^ some 
diminutive lake, at the margin of a channel along 
which th^;j^trcam was rushing with arrowy speed. On 
each side werq mountains several thousand feet high, 
with their tops illuminated by the setting sun ; on a 
point above us was a palm-leafed hut, and before it a 
naked Indian sat looking at us; while flocks of parrots, 
with brilliant plumage, almost in thousands, were flying 
over our heads, catching up our words, and filling the 
air with their noisy mockings. It was one of those 
beautiful scenes that so rarely occur in human life, al- 
most realizing dreams. Old as we were, we might 
have become poetic, but that Augustin came down to 
the opposite bank, and, with a cry that rose above the 
chattering of parrots and..tlie loud murmur of the river, 
called us to supper. 

We had one moment of agony when we returned to 
our clothes. They lay extended' upon the bank, em- 
blems of men who had seen better days. The setting 
sun, which shed over all a soft and igriellow lustre, laid 
bare the seams of mud and dirt, and made them hide- 
ous. We had but erne alternative, and that was to go 
without them. But, as this seemed to he trenching 
upon the proprieties of hte, we picked thepi up and 
put them on reluctant. I am not sure, however, but 
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that we made an unnecessary sacrifice of personal com- 
fort. The proprieties of life are matters of convention- 
al usage. Our host was a don ; and^when we present- 
ed our letter he received us with great dignity in a sin- 
gle garment, loose, white, and very laconic, not quite 
reaching his knees. The dress of his wife was no less 
easy ; somewhat in the style of the oldfashioned short- 
gown and petticoat, only the shortgown and whatever 
else is usually worn under it were wanting, and their 
place supplied by a string of beads, with a large cross 
at the end. A dozen men and half-grown boys, naked 
except the small covering formed by rolling t||j trousers 
up and down in the manner I* have mentioned, were 
lounging about the house ; and women and girls in 
such extremes of undress, that a string of beads seem- 
ed quite a covering for modesty. 

Mr. C. and I were in a rather awkward predicament 
for the night. The general receptioft-room contained 
three beds, made of strips of cowhide interlaced. The 
don occupied one ; he had not much undressing to do, 
but what little he had, he did by pulling olf his shirt. 
Another bed was at the foot of myiharqmock. I was 
dozing, when I opened my eyes, and saw a girl about 
seventeen sitting sideway upon it, smoking a cigar. 
She had a piece of striped editon cloth tied around her 
waist, and falling below her knees ; the rest of her 
dress was the same Which Nature bestows alike upon 
the belle of fashionable life and ♦he poorest girl ; in 
other words, it was the same as thf.i. of the don’s wife, 
with the exception of the string of beads. At first I 
thought it was something 1 had conjured up in a dream ; 
and as I waked up perhaps I raised my head, for she 
gave a f^w quick puffs of her cigar, drew a cotton 
sheet over her head and shoulders, and lay down to 
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sleep. 1 endeavoured to do the same. I called to 
mind the proverb, that travelling makes strange bed- 
fellows.” I hdd isj^pt pellmcll with Greeks, Turks, 
and Arabs. I was beginning a journey in-a new coun- 
try; it. was my duty to conform to the customs of the 
people ; to be prepared for the worst, and submit with 
resignation to whatever might befall me. 

As guests, it was pleasant to feel that the family made 
no strangers of us. The wife of the don retired with the 
same ceremonies. Several times during the night we 
were waked by the clicking of flint and steel, and saw 
one of ou# neighbours lighting a cigar. At daylight 
the wife of the don was enjoying her morning slumber. 
While I was dressing she bade me good-morning, re- 
moved ll'o cotton covering from her shoulders, and 
arose dressed for the day. 

We started early, and for some distance our road 
lay along the banks of the Motagua, almost as beauti- 
ful by morning as by evening light. In an hour we 
commenced ascending the spur of a mountain ; and, 
reaching the top, followed the ridge. It was high and 
narrow, command ibg on both sides an almost bound- 
less view, and seemed selected for picturesque effect. 
The scenery was grand , ]||p^ the land wild and unculti- 
vated, without fences, enclosures, or habitations. A 
few cattle were wandering wild over the great expanse, 
but without imparting that domestic aspect which in 
other countries attends the presence of cattle. We met 
a few Indians, with their machetes, going to their morn- 
ing’s work, and a man riding a Timle, with a woman 
before him, liis arm c icircling her waist. 

I was ridiiig ahead nf’ my companions, and on the 
summit of the ridge, a litlu. aside from the TQ^id*, saw 
a little white girl, perfectly naked, playing before a 
VoL. I.— H 
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rancho. As most of the people we met were Indians 
or Ladinos, I was attracted by hier appearance, and 
rode up to the rancho. The proprietor, in the. easy 
costume of bur host of Encuentros, was swinging xn a 
hammock under the portico, and smoking a cigar. At 
a little distance was a shed thatched with stalks and 
leaves of Indian^corn, and called the cucihera, or kitch- 
en. As usual, while the don was lolling in his ham- 
mock, the women were at work. 

I rode on to the cucinera, and dismounted. The 
party consisted of the mother and a pretjty. daughter- 
in-law of about nineteen, and two daught^i^s of about 
fifteen and seventeen. The reader is perhaps curious 
about costumes ; but having given him an insight into 
those of this country, he will not require any far- 
ther descriptions. In honour of my visit, the mother 
snatched up the little girl who had attracted me to the 
rancho, carried her inside, and slipped over her head 
a garment which, I believe, is generally Worn by little 
girls; but in a few minutes my young friend disen- 
cumbered herself of her finery, and was toddling about 
with it under her arm. 

The whole family was engaged in making tortillas. 
This is the bread of Centra|i|nd of all Spanish Ameri- 
ca, and the only species to be found except in the prin- 
cipal towns. At one end of the cucinera was an eleva- 
tion, on which stood a comal or griddle, resting on 
three stones, with a fire blazing unoer it. The daugh- 
ter-in-law had before her an earthen vessel containing 
Indian corn soaked in lime-water^ to remove the husk; 
and, placing a handful on an oblong stone curving in- 
ward, mashed it with a stone roller into a thick paste. 
The giris took it*as it was mashed, and patting it with 
their bands into flat cakes, laid them on the griddle to 
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bake. This is repeated for every meal, and a great 
part of the business^pf the women consists in making 
tortillas, j v; 

When Mr. Catherwood arrived the tortillas were 
smoking, and we stopped to breakfast. They gave, us 
the only luxury they had, coffee made of parched corn, 
which, in compliment to their kindness, we drank. 
Like me, Mr. C. was struck with the personal beauty 
of this family group. With the advantages of dress 
and education, they might be ornaments in cultivated 
society ; but it is decreed otherwise, and these young 
girls will go through life making tortillas. 

For an hour longer we continued on the ridge of the 
mountain, then entered a more woody country, and in 
half an hour came to a large gate, which stood directly 
across the road like a tollbar. It was the first token 
we had seen of individual or territorial boundary, and 
in other countries would have formed a fitting entrance 
to a princely estate ; for the massive frame, with all its 
posts and supporters, was of solid mahogany. The 
heat was now intense. We entered a thick wood and 
forded a wild stream, across which pigs were swim- 
ming. Soon after we came to a cochineal plantation, 
and passed through a loi|^ lane thickly bordered and 
overshaded with shrubs and trees, close to suffocation. 
We emerged into an open plain, op which the sun beat 
with almost intolerable power ; and, crossing the plain, 
at about three o’clock entered Gualan. There was not 
a breath of air ; the houses and the 'earth seemed to 
throw out heat. I was confused, my head swam, and 
I felt in danger of a stroke of the sun. At that mo- 
ment there was a slight rhoek of earthquake. I was 
unconscious of it, was almost ovexpowexedLby the 
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excessive heat and closeness of atmosphere which ac- 
companied it. : : ; . 

, We. rode up to the house of Bartola, whom 

W’e had a letter of recommendatipiiV I cannot - de- 
scribe the satisfaction with which I threw myself into 
a hammock. Shade and quiet restored me. For the 
first time since we left Yzabal we changed our clothes ; 
for the first time, too, we dined. 

Toward evening we strolled through the town. It 
stands on a table of* breccia rock, at the junction of two 
noble rivers, and is encircled by a belt of mountains. 
One principal street, the houses of one story, with piaz- 
zas in front, terminates in a plaza or public square, at 
the head of which stands a large church with a Gothic 
door; nnd before it, at a distance of ten or twelve 
yards, w^as a cross about twenty feet high. The popu- 
lation is about ten thqusand, chiefly Mestitzoes. I^cav- 
Ing the plaza, we walked down to the Motagua. On 
the bank a boat was in process of construction, abort 
fifty feet long and ten' wide, entirely of mahogany. 
Near it a party of men and women were fording the 
stream, carrying their clothes above their heads ; and 
around a point three women were bathing. There are 
no ancient associations cojto^cted with this place ; but 
the wildness of the scene, the clouds, the tints of the 
sky, and the setting sun reflected upon the mountains, 
were beautiful. At dark we returned to the house. 
Except for the companionship of some thousands of 
ants, which blackened the candles and covered every- 
thing perishable, we had a room to ourselves. 

Early in the ino’'iiing we were served with chocolate 
and a small roll oi swe^-t bread. While at breakfast 
our mwJftteer oanu , reiterating a demand lor settle- 
ment, and ciairning thre*^ dollars inore than was due. 
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We refused to pay him, and he went away furious. 
In half an hour^ came to me with a sum- 
mons to the alQaK^;;^JM[r. Catherwood, who was, at the 
moment, cleaning" pistols, cheered me ’by threaten- 
ing, if they put me in prison, to bombard the town. 
The cabildo, or house of the municipality, was at one 
side of the plaza. We entered a large room, one end 
of which was partitioned off by a wooden railing. In- 
side sat the alcalde and his c^erk, and outside was the 
muleteer, with a group of half-naked fellows as his 
backers. He had reduced his claim to one dollar, 
doubtless supposing that I would pay that rather than 
have any trouble. It was not very respectable to be 
sued for n dollar ; but I looked in his face on entering, 
and resolved not to pay a. cent. I did not, however, 
claim my privilege under the law of nations, but de- 
fended the action on the merits, and the alcalde deci- 
ded in my favour ; after which I showed him my pass- 
port, and ho asked me inside tlie bar and offered me a 
cigar. 

This over, I had more important business. The first 
was to hire mdles, which could not be procured till the 
day but one after. Next I negotiated for washing 
clothes, which Avas a con|^licated business, for it Avas 
necessary to specify which articles Avere to be washed, 
which ironed, and which starched, and to pay separ- 
ately for washing, ironing, soap, and starch ; and, last- 
ly, I negotiated with a tailor for a pair of pantaloons, 
purchasing separately stuff, lining; buttons, and thread, 
the tailor finding needles and thimble himself. 

Toward evening we ^gain AA'-alked to the river, re- 
turned, and taught Donna lartola hoAV to make tea. 
By this time the avLoIc tuAv.i was in commotk)n pre- 
paratory to the great ceremony of praying to the Santa 

6 
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Lucia. Early in the morning, the firing of muskets, 
petards, and rockets had annoui^^^&e^ arrival of this 
unexpected but welcome visitei^ /saints 

of the‘ calendar, rind, next to Sail Aiitonib, the most 
celebrated for the power of working miracles. J^dra- 
zan’s rise into power was signalized by a persecution of 
the clergy: hiS friends say that it was the purification 
of a corrupt body ; his enemies, that it was a war against 
morality and religion. The country was at that time 
overrun with priests, friars, and monks of different or- 
ders. Everywhere the largest buildings, the best culti- 
vated lands, and a great portion of the wealth of the 
country were in their hands. Many, no doubt, were 
good men ; but some used their sacred robes as a cloak 
for rascality and vice, and most were drones, reaping 
where the^ did not sow, and living luxuriously by the 
sweat of other men’s brows. At all events, and what- 
ever was the cause, the early part of Morazan’s admin- 
istration was signalized by hostility to them as a class ; 
and, from the Archbishop of Guatimala down to the 
poorest friar, they were in danger some fled, others 
were banished, and many were torn b^ rude soldiers 
from their convents and churches, hurried to the sea- 
ports, and shipped for Cubai^iind old Spain, under sen- 
tence of death ijf they retoriied. The country was left 
comparatively destitute ; many of the churches fell to 
ruins ; others stood, but their doors were seldpm open- 
ed ; and the practice and memoiy of their religious rites 
were fading away. Carrera and hi-* Indians, with the 
mystic rites of Catholici .m ingrafted upon the supersti- 
tion« of their fathers, had acquired a strong hold upon 
the feelings of the pecple by endeavouring to bring back 
the exiled c lergy ind to restore the influence of the 
church. The tour of the Santa Lucia was regarded as 
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an indication of a change of feeling and government ; 
as a prelude t6^^igi|e^toration of the influence of the 
church and ceremonies dear to the heart 

of the it was hailed by aljl the villages 

through which ^he had passed ; and that night she would 
receive the prayers of the Christians of Gualan. 

'I'he Santa Lucia enjoyed a peculiar popularity from 
her miraculous power over the affections of the young ; 
for any young man who prayed to her for a wife, or any 
young woman who prayed for a husband, was sure to 
receive the object of such prayer ; and if the person 
praying indicated to the. saint the individual wished for, 
the prayer would be granted, provided such individual 
was not already married. It was not surprising that a 
saint with such extraordinary powers, touching so di- 
rectly the tenderest sensibilities, created a sensation in 
a place where the feelings, or, rather, the passions, are 
particularly turned to love. 

Donna Bartola invited us to accompany her, and, 
setting out, we called upon a friend of hers ; during the 
whole visit, a servant girl sat with her lap full of to- 
bacco, iiiaking, straw cigars for immediate use. It was 
the first time we had smoked with ladies, and, at first, 
it was rather awkward to vj^k one for a light ; but we 
were so thoroughly brokM^ in that night that we never 
had any delicacy afterward. ^The conversation turned 
upon the saint and her miraculous powers ; and when 
we avowed ourselves someAvhat skeptical, #e servant 
girl, with that familiarity, though no^ want of respect, 
which exists throughout Central America, said that it 
was wicked to doubt*; that she had prayed to the saint 
herself, and two months afterward she was married, and 
to the very man she prayed ior, though at thf^time he 
had no idea of her, and, m 'act, wanted another girl. 
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With this encouragement, locking the house, and ac- 
companied by children and serva.gffi|,jjre set out to pay 
our homage to the saint. The s6w4 of ^ yiolin and the 
•firing of rockets indicated the direction Ojf iiro^tempprary 
domicil. She had taken up her residence in the hut of 
a poor Indian in the suburbs ; and, for some time before 
reaching it, we encountered crowds of both sexes, and 
all ages and colours, and in every degree of dress and 
undress, smoking and talking, and sitting or lying on 
the ground in every variety of attitude. Room was 
made for our party, and we entered the hut. 

It was about twenty feet square, thatched on the top 
and sides with leaves of Indian corn, and filled with a 
dense mass of kneeling men and women. On one side 
was an altar, about four feet high, covered with a clean 
white cotton cloth. On the top of the altar was a frame, 
with three elevations, like a flower-stand, and on tho 
top of that a case, containing a large wax doll, dressed 
in blue silk, and ornamented with gold leaf, spangles, 
and artificial flowers. This was the Santa Lucia. Over 
her head was a canopy of red cotton cloth, on which 
was emblazoned a cross in gold. Oh the right was a 
sedan chair, trimmed with red cotton and gold leaf, 
being the travelling equipage, of the saint ; and near it 
were Indians in half-sacerdotal dress, on whose shoul- 
ders she travelled ; festoons of oranges hung from the 
. roof, and the rough posts were in wrapped with leaves 
of the sujkr-canc. At the foot of the altar was a mat, 
on which girls and boys were playi»\g ; and a little fel 
low about six years old, .abiled in tlie picturesque cos- 
tume of a straw hat, and that only,* was coolly siurveying 
the crowd. 

The ceremony ot praying had already begun, and the 
music of a drum, a violin, and a flageolet, under the di- 
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rcction of the Indian master of ceremonies, drowned 
the hoise of voices ^ Donna Bar tola, who was a widow, 
and the other our party, fell on their knees ; and, 

reconiraen<^h^ m to their prayers^ I looked on with- 
out doing anything for myself, but I studied attentive- 
ly the faces oif those around me. There were some of 
both sexes who could not strictly be called young ; but 
they did not, on that account, pray l^ss earnestly. In 
some places people would repel the imputation of being 
desirous to procure husband or wife ; not so in Gualan : 
they prayed publicly, for .what they considered a bless- 
ing. Some of the men were so much in earnest that 
perspiration stood in large drops upon their faces ; and 
none tliought that praying for a husband need tinge the 
cheek of a modest maiden. I watched the countenance 
of a young Indian’^ girl, beaming with enthusiasm and 
liopc ; and, while her eyes rested upon the image of the 
saint and her lips moved in prayer, I could not but im- 
agine that her heart was full of some truant, and.per- 
haps unworthy lover. 

Outside the hut was an entirely different scene. Near 
by wxre rows of kjieeling men and women, but beyond 
were wild groups of half-naked men and boys, setting 
off rockets and fireworks. As I moved through, a 
flash rose from under my feet, and a petard exploded 
so near that the powder singed me ; and, turning round, 
I saw hurrying away my rascally muleteer. Beyond 
were parties of young men and women dancing by the 
light of blazing pine slicks. In a hut, at some little dis- 
tance were two haggard old women, with large caldrons 
over blazing fires, starring up and serving out the con- 
tents with long wooden ladles, and looking like witches 
dealing out poison iiisteai? oi h we-potions. 

At ten o’clock tlie prn vei to tlic saint died away, and 

VoL. I.— I 
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the crowd separated into groups and couples, and many 
fell into what in English would be c^llpd flirtations. A 
mat was spread for our party agajgalPllitf of the hut, 
and we all lighted cigars and sat Jdbwii ^ it. Gups 

made of small gourds, and filled frbiix tfie 
a preparation of boiled Indian corn sweetened with va- 
rious dolceSj were passed from mouth to mouth, each 
one sipping and passing it on to the next ; and this con- 
tinued, without any interruption, for more than an hour. 
We remained on the ground till after midnight, and then 
were among the first to leave. On the whole, w'e con- 
cluded that praying to the Santa Lucia must lead to 
matrimony; and I could not but remark that, in the 
way of getting husbands and wives, most seemed dis- 
posed to do something for themselves, and not leave 
all to the grace of the saint 

The next day it was excessively hot, arid we remain 
ed within doors. In the evening avc visited the padre, 
who had just returned from a neighbouring village. Ho 
was a short, fat man, and had on' a white nightcap, a 
blue striped jacket, and white pantaloons, and we found 
him swinging in a hammock and smoking a cigar. He 
had a large household of women and children ; but as 
to the relation in which they stood to him, people differ- 
ed. He gave us more information in regard to the 
country than we had yet been able to obtain, and par- 
ticularly in regard to Copaa, a ruined city which we 
wished to visit. He was familiar with the history of the 
Indians, and understood thoroughly tbc character of the 
present race ; and, in an .vver to our question if they 
were ill Christians, said that they^Averc devout and re- 
ligious, and had a t respect for the priests and 
saints. With this h(' hitched up his bursting pantaloons, 
and lighted another cigar. We might have smiled at 
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the idea of his confounding his comfortable figure with 
the saints ; so inuch good sense and good ' 

feeKng that ^i^ps^^jot disposed to be captious. 

The ne,:^^ but, through 

some misundefi^ll^Hing. he had not mufes enough to 
carry all our' luggage. Rather than wait, we started 
without him, and left piirt of the baggage for him to 
bring on to Zacapa the next day. 

Leaving Gualan, we had on pur right the Motagua 
River, which had now become to us a friend, and be- 
yond it the great range of the mountains of Vera Paz, 
six or eight thousand feet high. In an hour we com- 
menced ascending. Soon we were in a wilderness of 
flowers ; shrubs and bushes were clothed in purple and 
red ; and on the sides of the mountain, and in the ra- 
vines leading down to the river, in the wildest posi- 
tions, were large trees so covered with red that they 
seemed a single flower. In three hours we descended 
from our mountain height, and came once more to the 
river side, where it was rolling swiftly, and in some 
places breaking into rapids. We followed for about 
an hour, and rose ^gain several thousand feet. At two 
o’clock we reached the village of San Pablo, situated 
on a lofty table of land, looking down upon the river, 
and having its view bounded by the mountains of Vera 
Paz. The church stood at the entrance of the village. 
We turned our mules loose to gra*ze, and took our meal 
in the porch. It was a beautiful position, and two wa- 
terfalls, shilling like streaks of silver on the distant 
mountain side, reminded us of cascades in Switzerland. 

We procured a gtiidc from the alcalde to conduct us 
to Zacapa ; and, resuming ^'ur journey, Tor two hours 
more had the same great range upon our right. The 
sun was obscured, but occasionally it broke through 
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and Ifghted up the sides of the mountains, while the 
tops were covered with clouds. .41 four, o’clock we 
had a distant view of the great plaui df Z^capa, bound- 
ed on the opposite side by a triamgiil?^ beltr pf mount- 
ains, at the foot of which stood the town. We de- 
scended. and crossed the plain, which was green and 
well cultivated ; and, fording a stream, ascended a rug- 
ged bank and entered the town. 

It was by far the finest we had seen. The streets 
were regular, and the houses plastered and whitewash- 
ed, with large balconied windows and piazzas. The 
church was two hundred and fifty feet long, with walls 
ten feet thick, and a facade rich with Moorish devices. 
It was built in the form of a Latin cross. In one end 
of the cross was a tailor’s shop, and the other was roof- 
less. At one cornet was a belfry, consisting of four 
rough trunks of trees supporting a peaked roof covered 
with tiles. Two bells w&e suspended from a rude 
beam ; and, as we passed, a half-naked Indian was 
standing on a platform underneath, ringing for vespers. 

We rode up to the house of Don Mariano Durante, 
one of the largest and best in the pljxCe, being about a 
hundred feet front, and having a corridor extending the 
whole length, paved with square stones. The door was 
opened by a respectable-looking St. Domingo negro, 
who told us, in French, that Seiior Durante was not at 
home, but that the ho\ise was at our service ; and, going 
round to a porte coeJure alongside, admitted us into a 
large courtyard orpamen^ mI v/ith trees and flowers, at 
one side of which was a cahelleria or stable. We left 
our mules in the hands of the servants, and entered a 
sala or receplion-rot ni (jovering nearly the whole front, 
with large windows reaching down to the floor and iron 
oalconies, ai' i furnished with tables, a European bu- 
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reaUj and chairs. In tlie centre of the room and in the 
windows hung handsomely made and gilded, 

containing of the country, and 

two fine canhSry birds from Havana. . This was the resi- 
dence of two baciielor brothers, who, feeling for the 
wants of travellers in a country entirely destitute of ho- 
tels, kept a door always open for their accommodation. 
We had candles lighted, and made ourselves at home. 
I was sitting at a table writing, when we heard the 
tramp of mules outside, and a gentleman entered, took 
off his sword and s^urs, and laid his pistols upon the 
table. Supposing him to be a traveller like ourselves, 
we asked hini to take" a seat ; and, when supper was 
served, inviteef him to join us. It was not till bedtime 
that we f(/and we were doing the honours to one of the 
masters of the house. He must have thought us cool, 
but I flatter myself he had no reason to complain of any 
want of attention. 
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■> 

The next day we were obliged to wait for our mule- 
teer. Our guide of the night before had stolen one of 
our bridles; and here we found the beginning of an 
annoyance which attended us throughout Central Amer- 
ica, in the difficulty of buying anything ready made. 
There was a blacksmith who had a bit partly made, but 
had not charcoal enough to finish it. 'Fortunately, du- 
ring the day an Indian arrived with a backload, and the 
bridle was completed^ The headstall we bought of a 
saddler, and the reins, which were of platted leather like 
the lash of a whip, we were lucky enough to obtain 
ready made. The arrival of the charcoal enabled the 
blacksmith to fit us out with one pair of •spurs. 

At Zacapa, for the first time, we saw a schoolhouse. 
It was a respectable-looking building, with columns in 
front, and against the wall hung a large card, headed, 

1st Decurion (a student who has the care of U n other students). 2d Decurion. 

MONITOR, &o 

“ Interior regulatioiMor the good government of the school of first letters of this 
town, which ought to be observed strictly by all the .oys composing it,” &c., 

with a long list df complicated articles, declaring the 
rewards and punishments. The school, for the-govern- 
ment oi which these regulations were intended, consist- 
ed of five boys, two besit^es the dccurions and monitor. 
Tt was Ilf Htly noon, and the master, who was the clerk 
of the alcalde, had not yc: nade hir' appearance. The 
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only books I saw were a Catholic prayer-book and a 
translation Spirit of the Laws. The 

boyis 'wer€^i^S^ fellows, half white ; and with one 
of therti i'Bkdva sums in addition*^ and then of 

exercises in hafidwriting, in which he showed himself 
ybi^'p^oficieht, writing in Spanish, in a hand which I 
could hot mistake, ‘‘ Give me sixpence.” 

We were rather at a loss whaf to do with ourselves, 
but in the. afternoon our host called in an Indian for the 
purpose of enabling us to make a vocabulary of Indian 
words. The first question I asked him was the name 
of God, to which he answered, Santissirna Trinidad. 
Through our host I explained to him that I did not wish 
the Spanish, but the Indian name, and he answered as 
before, Santissirna Trinidad, or Dios. I shaped my 
question in a Variety of ways, but could get no other 
answer. He'SVas of a tribe called ChinauteJ and the 
inference Was, either that they had never known any 
Great Spirit who governed and directed the universe, 
or that they had undergone 'such an entire change in 
matters of religion that they had lost their own appella- 
• tion /or the Deity.* 

In the evening the town was thrown into excitement 
by the entry of a detachment of Carrera’s soldiers, on 
their way to Yzabal to receive and escort a purchase of 
muskets. The house of our frieiid was a gathering- 
place of residents, and, us usual, the conversatign turn- 
ed upon the revolutionary state of the country. Some 
of them, as soon as they knew my official character, were 
anxious for me to go directly to San Salvador, the head- 
quarters of the Morazau or federal party, and assured 
me that the road to Guat’ naia was oc(!upied by the 
troops of Carrera, end langerous to travel •over. I 
knew too much of the effect of party spirit to put im- 
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plicit faith in what partisans told me^ endeavoured 
to change the subject. Our host^^l^^ 
we had any wars in my country, and sai4;ii,e 
we had had one revolution, for he had ri^u ^ Hfeto- 
ria de la Revolution de los Estados Uriidps dbl ;!l^prte, 
in four volun^es, in which General Washington ajppj^- 
ed under the name of Harper, and Jack Lawton and Dr. 
Sitgreaves were two of the principal characters ; from 
which I learned, what will perhaps be new to some of my 
readers, that in the Spanish translation the tale of the 
'' Spy’' is called a History of the American Revolution. 

Our muleteer did not make his appearance till late 
the next day. In the mean time, I had had an oppor- 
tunity of acquiring much information about the roads 
and the state of the country; and, being satisfied that, 
eo fajf as regarded tlie purpose of my mission, it was 
not , necessary to proceed immediately to Guatimala, 
and, in fact, that it was better to wait a little while and 
see the result of the convulsions, that then distracted the 
country, we determined \o visit Copan. It was com- 
pletely out of the line of travel, and, though distant only 
a few days’ journey, in a region ^ot coftntry but. little* 
known, even at Zacapa ; but our muleteer said that he 
knew the road, and made a contract to conduct us thith- 
er in three days, arranging the different stages before- 
hand, and from thence direct to Guatimala. 

At seven o’clock the next morning wc started. Al- 
though both my companion ana myself were old trav- 
ellers, our luggage was in bad par t ages for travelling 
with mules over a moun.dinous country — hard to put on 
and easy to fall off; and, in keeping with this, we had 
but one pair of spurs between us. In an hou^ we ford- 
ed the bTotagua, stdl a broad stream, deep, and with a 
rapid current ; and coming out with our feet and legs 
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wet diminished .^Pimewh the regret with which vfe 
bade |ai;ew;eU to the beautiful river. For an 

hour on the plaiji of Zacapa, culti- 
vated foir and divided 'by fences of 

bru^h. and .cadtus. v Beyond this the i^jcountry became 
broken, arid, and barren, and very soon we commenced 
ascending a steep mountain. In two hours we reached 
the top, three or foui* thousand feet high, and, looking 
l)ack, had a fine view of the plain and town of Zacapa. 
Crossing the ridge, we reached a bold precipitous spur, 
and very soon saw before us another extensive* plain, 
and, afar off, the tovvn of Cliiqiiimiila, with its giant 
ehurch. On each side were immense ravines, and the 
opposite heights were covered with pale and rose-col- 
oured mimosa. We descended by a long and zigzag 
path, and reached the plain, on which were growing 
corn, cochineal; and plantain. Once more. fording a 
stream, we ascended a bank, and at two o’clock enter- 
ed Cliiquimula, the head of Jhc department of that name. 
In the centre of the plaza was a fine fountain, shaded 
by palm-trees, at which women were filling their water- 
j^irs, and on file sides were the church and cabildo. 
On one corner was a house, to which we were attracted 
by the appearance of a woman at the door. I may call 
her a lady, for she wore a frock not open behind, and 
shoes and stockings, and had a face of uncommon in- 
terest, dark, and with finely-pencilled eyebrows. To 
heighten the effect of her appearance, she gave us a 
gracious welcome to her house, and in a few minutes 
the shed was liimhere^Vith our multifarious luggage. 

After a slight lunch we our guns, and, walking 
down to the edge of the tab^^' of land, san’^, what had 
attracted our attention a* n great distance, a* gigantic 
church in ruins. It wns seventy-five feet front and two 

VoL. I,— K 7 
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hundred and fifty feet deep, and the were ten feet 
thick. )\rhe facade was adorned 
figures of the saints, larger than life.) 
fallen, and inside were huge masses of ahd mor- 
tar, and a thick; growth of trees. It was built the 
Spaniards on the site of the old Indian village 
having been twice shattered by earthquakes, the infiab- 
itants had deserted it, and built the towli where it now 
stands. The ruined village was now occupied as a 
campo santo, or burial-place; inside the. church were 
the graves of the principal inhabitants, and in the niches 
of the wall were the bones of priests and monks, with 
their names written under them. Outside were the 
graves of the common people, untended and uncared 
for, with the barrow of laced sticks which had carried 
the body to the grave laid upon the top, and slightly 
covered with earth. The bodies had deca3’^ed, the dirt 
fallen in, and the graves were yawning. Around this 
scene of desolation and death nature was rioting in 
beauty ; the ground was covered with flowers, and par- 
rots on every bush and tree, and flying in flocks over 
our heads, wanton in gaycty of cofours* with senseless 
chattering disturbed the stillness of the grave. 

We returned to the town, and found about twelve 
hundred soldiers drawn up in the plaza for evening 
parade. Their aspect was ferocious and banditti-like, 
and it'was refreshing to see convicts peeping through 
the gratings of the prison, and walking in chains on 
the plaza, as it gave an idea tli.it scjraetirnes crimes 
were punished. With all their fjruocity of appearance, 
the officers, mounted on prancing mules or very small 
horses, nlrnost hid Jen in saddle-cloth and armour, wore 
an air *toTdering upon the mock heroic. While we 
were looking at them, General Cascara, the command- 
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ant of ^the depart^iont, attended by a servant, rode up 
to tlie line. ' H an Italian, upward of sixty, 

who bad seryw lin^eSf Napoleon in Italy, and on the 
downfall of' emperor had fled to Central, America. 
Banished by Mdrazan, and eight year^in exile, he had 
ju&fe returned to the country, and six months before had 
beeii appointed to this command. He was ghastly pale, 
and evidently in feeble health ; and I could not but 
think that, if recollections of the pomp of war under the 
emperor ever crossed his mind, he must needs blush at 
his barefooted detachment. 

He returned to his house, whither we followed and 
presented our passport. Like the commandant at Yza- 
bal, he seemed ill at ease, and spoke much of the dis- 
tracted' state of the country. He was dissatisfied, too, 
with the route I proposed taking; and though I told 
him it was merely to visit the ruins of Copan, he Avas 
evidently apprehensive that I intended going to San 
Salvador to present my credentials to the Federal gov- 
ernment. lie vised the passport, hoAvever, as I requi- 
red ; though, after we left, he called Augustin back, and 
questioned hibi*very closely as to our purposes. I was 
indignant, but smothered my feelings in consideration 
of the distracted state of the country, and the game of 
life and death that was then playing throughout the 
land, 

Wc returned to the house and the interesting lady 
who had welcomed us to it. As yet we did not know 
whether she Avas seTwra or sehorita ; but, unhappily, Ave 
found that a man whom we supposed her father Avas her 
husband. When we inquired of her about a fine boy 
ten years old, whom we siipp(».sed to be her brother, she 
answered, es mio,” he L n me ; and, as if it a^s fated 
that the char’^n of her appearance should be broken 
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when, according to the rules of cpiurtegy, I offered for 
her choice a cigar^and a puro, she^6]^.0e latter. But 
it was so loiig since I had seen a W^oraa-a whp 
attractive; arid her ‘face was so ititereatu^^ ni^r; m 
were so good, her voice so sweet, the Spanish v^rords 
rolled so beautifully from her lips/ and her froclcl^s 
tied so close behind, that, in spite of ten-yeaf i-dld ^boy 
and puro, I clung to my first impressions. 

Tlie next morning we rose early. Our interesting 
hostess and her fatherly husband were up betimes to as- 
sist us. It would have beeji an offence to the laws of 
hospitality to offer them money ; but Mr. C. gave the 
boy a penknife, and I put on the finger of the senora a 
gold ring, with the motto, ‘‘Souvenir d’amitie.’’ It 
was in french, and her husband could not understand 
it, nor, unfortunately, could she. 

At seven o’clocfk we started. Passing the ruined 
church and the old village, we rode over a rich valley, 
so well cultivated with Indian corn that it gave a key 
to the boy’s question. Whether we had come to Chiqai- 
mula to buy maize ? At a league’s distance we came to 
the vfilageof San Eslevan, where, amid*ainisef able col- 
lection of thatched huts, stood a gigantic church, like 
that at Chiquimula, roofless, and falling to ruins. , We 
were now in a region which had been scourged by civil 
war. A year before the village had been laid waste by 
the troops of Morazan. 

Passing the village, wc came upon the bank of a 
stream, in some placet diverted mto water-courses for 
irrigating the land ; and^on the odier side of the stream 
was a range hig^' mountains. Continuing along it, 
we met an India i, who advised our muleteer that the 
camino^reul for Copan was on the opposite side of the 
river, and across the range of moualaiiis. We returned 
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and forded the riyer ; a great part of the bed was dry, 
and we rode.«|,j^i^' U some distance, but could find 
no path mountain. At length we struck 

one, but a cattle-path, arfd we wandered 

for more thaii^aifi^ before we found the camino real ; 

apd this rpyal road was barely a track by which a sin- 
^fe ' niule could climb. It was evident ‘ that our mule- 
teer did not know' the road, and the region %ve were eii 
tcring was so wild that we had some doubts about fol- 
lowing him. At eleven wc reached the top of the 
mountain, and, looking back, saw at a great distance, 
and far below us, the towui of Chiquimula ; on the right, 
up the valley, the village of St. Helena; and, rising 
above a few thatched huts, another gigantic and roof- 
less churcli. On each side were mountains still higher 
than our^, some grand and gloomy, with their' summits 
buried in the, clouds; others in the form of cones’ and 
pyramids, so wild and fantastic that they seemed sport- 
ing with the heavens, and I almost wished for wings to fly 
and light upon their tops, itcre, on lunghts apparently 
inaccessible, we saw tlic wild hut of an Indian, with his 
iiiilpa or patch^of Indian corn, (flouds gathered around 
the mountains, and for an hour we rode in the rain; 
wlien the sun broke through we saw the mountain tops 
still towering above us, and on our right, far below 
us, a detq) valh'y. We descended, and found it nar- 
rower and more beautiful than any wc^ had yet seen, 
bounded l)y ranges of mountains several thousand feet 
high, and having on its left a range, of extraordinary 
beauty, with a red soil of sandstone, without any brush 
or underw'ood, and •covered wdth gigantic pines. In 
front, rising above* the nii>t'rable huts oi the village, 
and seeming to bestride rlv/ valley, was the gigantic 
church of St. John the Hermit, reminding me of the 
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Church of St. John in the wilderness of ’Judea, but the 
situation Was even more beautiful. o’clock We 

crossed tlie strearif and entered tl^e ' Upp^ 

the church tlie iripleteer told us that the dS^^WOr^^^ 
over, but, witlh all our toils, we hadvmade* only fifteen 
miles, and were unwilling to stop so sooni Thejgx- 
ceedihg beauty of the place might have tempted ■ ;usi 
but the only good plastered hut was occupied Iby a band 
of ruffianly soldiers, and we rode on. The muleteer 
followed with curses, and vented his spite in lashing the 
mules. Again wc crossed the stream, and, continuing 
up the valley along the dry bed, which bore marks of 
the flood that washed it in the rainy season, in an hour 
we crossed it half a dozen times. Heavy clouds rested 
on the mountains, and again wc had rain. At four 
o’clock we saw on a high 1 able on the left the village of 
Jocotan, with another gigantic church. According to 
the route agreed upon Avith the muleteer, this should 
have been the end of our first day’s journey. We had 
beep advised that the curq, could give us much informa- 
tion about the ruins of Copan, and told him to cross 
over and stbp there ; but he refused, and, hurrying on 
the mules, added that wc had refused to stop when he 
wished, and now he would not stop for us. I could not 
spur my mule beyond her own gait, and, unable to over- 
take him, jumped off and ran after him on foot. Acci- 
dentally I put my hand on my pistols, to steady them 
ill my belt, and he fell back and drew his machete. 
We came to a parley. He said fV it if wc Avent there 
we could not reach Copan the next day ; Avhereupon, 
willing to make a retreat, and Avishing to leave him no 
excuse for failing, avc eontiiiued. 

At six^pV;lock \A e rose upon a beautiful table of land, 
on which stood another gigantic church. It Avas the 
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seventh we had see^i that day, and, coming Upon them 
in a region of delation, and by mountain paths which 
human attempted to improve, their co- 

lossal grandeur and costliness were startling, and gave 
evidence of a retrograd and expiring people. This 
stopd in a. more desolate place than any we had yet 
sefeh. .. The grass was green, the sod unbroken even by 
a mule path; not a human being was in sight, and even 
the gratings of the prison had no one looking through 
them. It was, in fact, a picture of a deserted village. 
We rode up to the cabildo, the door of which was fast- 
ened and the shed barricaded, probably to prevent the 
entrance of straggling cattle. We tore away the fast- 
enings, broke open the door, and, unloading the mules, 
sent Augustin oti a foraging expedition. In half an 
hour he LCturned with one egg, being all that he was 
able to procure ; but he had Avaked up the village, and 
the alcalde, an Indian with a silver-headed cane, and 
several alguazils with long thin .rods or wands of office, 
came down to examine us. yi^e shoAvod them our pass- 
port, and told them where we were going, at which, 
with their' characteristic indifference of manner, they 
expressed no surprise. They could not read the pass- 
port, but they examined the seal and returned it. We 
asked them for eggs, fowls, milk, &e., to all of wjiieh 
they answered, what afterward became but too familiar, 
‘‘ no hay,” “ there is none,” and in a few minutes tlicy 
retired and left us to ourselves. 

Tile cabildo was about forty feet Jong and twenty 
broad, with plastered walls ; its furniture consisted of 
a large table and two benches with high backs, and the 
alcalde sent us a jar of water, We abused the mule- 
teer for stopping at a e vrherc we could g(^t nothing 
to eat, and made our dinner and supper upon bread and 
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chocolate, taking care not to give him any. There were 
pins in the walls for -singing hamjnj^oks,, and in the 
evening we prepared for sleep, ^r.^C3. iri his ham- 
mock, and I was half undressed, vwh^ 
suddenly btifst open, mid twenty-five 6y thirty mea 
rushed in, the alcalde, alguazils, soldiers, Indians, and 
Mestitzoes, ragged and ferocious-looking feUpws, 
armed with staves of oflice, swords, clubs, muskets, and 
machetes, and carrying blazing pine sticks. At .th^ 
liead of tliem was a young officer of about twenty-eight 
or thirty, with a glazed hat and sword, and a knowing 
and wicked expression, whom we afterward understood 
to be a captain of one of Carrera’s companies. The 
alcalde was evidently, intoxicated, and said that he 
wished to sec my passport again. I delivered it to him, 
and he handed it over to the young officer, who exam- 
ined it, and said lliat it Avas not valid. In the rneiiii 
time, Mr. Catlicrwood and I dressed ourselves, I was 
not very familiar with the Spanish* language, and, 
through Aligns! in, (explained my official character, and 
directed him particularly to the endorsements of Cpm- 
mandant Pinol and General Cascajta. Jle paid no re- 
gard to my expianations ; the alcalde said that he had 
seen a passport once before, and that 'it was printed, 
and.on a small piece of paper not bigger than his hand ; 
whereas mine was the one given by government on a 
quarto sheet. Besides this, they said that the seal of 
General Cascara was only that of the department of 
Chiquirnula, and it ought to be th.».l of the stale of Gua- 
timala. I did all in my power to show the insufficiency 
of these objections : but, after a Vann altercation, the 
young man said that we should not pi’oceed on our jour- 
ney, biq* must riiinain at Comotari until information 
could be sf*nt to Cliiquhnula. and orders received from 
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that place. We had no disposition to remain in such 
hands I thrieateri^Hhern with the consequences of throw- 
ing any. obsttuctiom^ our way ; and I at length said 
that, rather than ^ there and lose tinae, I 

would abandon my journey to Copan altogether, and 
):etmn by the road on which I came ; but both the officer 
ahd the alcalde said peremptorily- that we should not 
leave Comotan. 

The young man then told me to give up my passport. 
I answered that the passport wa's given me by my own 
government; that it was the evidence of my official 
character, necessary for my personal security, and 1 
would not give it up. Mr. Gather wood made a learned 
exposition of the law of nations, lln^ right of an ambas- 
sador, and tlie danger of bringing down upon them the 
vengeance of the government del Norte, which I sus- 
tained, with some warmth,’ but it was of no use. At 
length I told him. again that I would not give up the 
l)asSport, but ollered to go with it myself, under a guard 
of soldiers, to Chiquimula, or wlierevt r else they chose 
to send it ; he ans\yered insultingly that we should not 
go to Chiquimula* or anywhere else; neither forward 
nor backward; that wc must stay where we were,* and 
must give up the passport. Finding arguments and re- 
monstrances of no use, I placed the paper inside my 
vest, buttoned luy coat tight across my breast, and told 
him he must get it by force ; and, the officer, with a 
gleam of satisfaction crossing his villanous face, re- 
sponded that he would. I added that, whatever might 
be the immediate result, it would ultimately be fatal to 
them; to which lie answered, with a sneer, that they 
would run the risk. During the whole time, the band 
of cowardly rullums sloe ’ with their hand^ on their 
swords and inadwtcto, and two assassin-looking scoun- 

VoL. I.— L 
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drels sat on a bench with muskets against their shoul- 
ders, and the muzdes pointed withm^ripe ^ 
bread. ' If w^e had been longer; V 

should have bieen more alarmed ; bat as yd vre not 
kno'vv the saiiguinmry character of ,thq people, and th© 
whole proceeding was so outrageous aiid insulting th4t|^ 
roused our indignation more than our fears, ^ugustili, 
who, from having had a cut across, the head, with a 
machete, which did not kill him,*was always bellicose, 
begged me in French to give the order to fire, and 
said that one. round would scatter them all. We had 
eleven charges, all sure ; we were excited, and, if the 
young man himself had laid his hands upon me, I think 
I should have knocked him down at least ; but, most 
fortunately, before he hud time t6 give his order to fall 
upon us, a man, wlio entered after the rest, of a better 
class, wearing a glazed liat and round-about jacket, 
stepped forward and asked to sec the passport. I Was 
determined not to trust it out of my hands, and held it 
up before a blazing pine stick while he read it, and, at 
Mr. Catherwood's request, aloud. 

I have since doubted whether evbn the officer had 
read it, or, if so, whether he had communicated its con- 
tents, for it produced an effect upon the alcalde and his 
algiiazils ; and, after some moments of anxious suspense 
to us,, they forbore to execute their threat, but said that 
we must remain in pustody. I demanded a courier, to 
carry a letter immedi|ately to General Cascara, which 
they refused ; but,* on my offering t(j pay the expense 
of the courier, the alcalde promised to scud it. Know- 
ing General Cascara to be an Italv n, and afraid to 
trust my Spanish, I Wrote a note, which Mr. C. trans- 
lated i .to Jlaiiaii, informing iiim of our arrest and im- 
prisonment ; li-at .ve had exhibited to the alcalde and 
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soldiers who arrested us my .special passport from my 
own goyerhment^with^ endorsements 6f Command- 
ant Pinpl certifying my officia.1 character, 

which wfere%^ttd^med sufficient demanding to be set 
at liberty immed^^ and allowed to proceed oh our 
|c^hrney without farther molestation ; and adding that 
we should, of course, represent to the government at 
Guatimala, and also to my own, the manner in wliich 
we had been treated. Not to mince matters, Mr. Cath- 
erwood signed the note as Secretary ; and, having no 
official ^eal with me, wc sealed it, unobserved by any- 
body, with a new American half dollar, and gave it to 
the alcalde. The eagle spread his wings, and the stars 
glittered in the torchlight. All gatliered round to ex- 
amine it, and retired, locking us up iii the cabildo, sta- 
tioning twelve men at tlic door with swords, muskets, 
and machetes ; and, at parting, the oflicor told the al- 
calde that,, if we escaped during the night, his head 
should answer for it; 

• i 

The excitement over, Mr. C. and I were exhausted. 
We had made a beautiful beginning of our travels ; but 
a month from home, and in the hands of men. who would 
have been turned out of any decent state prison lest 
they should contaminate the boarders. A peep at our 
beautiful keepers did not reassure us. They were sit- 
ting under the shed, directly before the door, around a 
fire, their arms in reaeli, and smoking cigars. Their 
whole stock of wearing apparel was not worth a pair of 
old boots ; and with their rags, their arms, their dark 
faces reddened by tjie firelight, their appearance was 
ferocious ; and, doubtless, if we had attempted to escape, 
they would have been glad of ^he excuse for murder. 
Wc opened a basf ?t of wine wutli which Col^ McDon- 
ald had provided ns and drank his health. Wc were 
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relieved from immediate apprehensipD^j but our pros- 
pects were not pleasant ; and, fastenJ^il’tbfe ddbr a& well 
as we could inside, we again bejitok ourselves to bur 
haminDcks. • ' ’V/, 

During the . night the door was again burst open, aind 
the whole ruffianly band entered, as before, with swo^^ 
muskets, machetes, and blazing pine stiqks, Ih an iti- 
stant we were on our feet, and rriy .Hurried impression 
was, that they had come to take : th0 passport ; but, to 
our surprise, the alcalde handed me back the letter with 
the big seal, said there was no use in sending it, and 
that we were at liberty to proceed on our journey when 
wc cliose. 

We were too well pleased to ask any questions, and 
to this day do not know why we were arrested. ^ My 
belief is, ^that if w(^ liad quailed at all, and had not kept 
up a high, threatening tone to the last, we should not have 
been set free ; and 1 have no doubt that the big seal did- 
much in our behalf. Our indignation, however, was not 
the less strong that we considered ourselves safe in 
pouring it out. We insisted that the matter should not 
end here, and that the letter should go to' General Cas- 
cara. The alcalde objected ; but we tolct Iiirn that, if not 
sent, it would be the worse for him ; and, after some de- 
lay, he thrust it into the hands of an Indian, and beat 
him out of doors with his staff; and in a few minutes 
the guard was withdrawn, and they all left us. 

It was now nearly daylight, and we did not know 
Avhat to do ; to continue was to cx])ose ourselves to a 
repetition of the same treatment,, and perhaps, as we 
advanced farther into the .iterior, with a worse result. 
Undet^-rrnined, for the third time we turned into our 
hammocks. At broad daylight we were again roused 
by the alcalde cUid Id. algnozils, but this tiTiie they came 
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to pay us a visit of ceremony. The soldiers, who had 
accidentally passed through the village, and had made 
all the disturbance,' had left. After some deliberation 
we determined to continue ; and, charging the alcalde 
again about the letter to General Cascara, turned our 
babhs upon him and his alguazils. In a few minutes 
they all withdrew. We took a cjiip of chocolate, loaded 
our mules, and, when we left, the place was as desolate 
as when we entered.' Not a person had been there to 
welcome us, and there was not one to bid us farewell. 

8 
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.CHAPTER V. 

An Indian Funeral.— Copan River. — Woman’s Kindness.— Hacienda of San An- 
tonio. — Strange Customs. — A Mountain of Aloes. — The State of Hohd|lpr|w. 
— Village of Copan. — An ungracious Host. — Wall of Copan. — History of -Co 
pan.— First View of the Ruins. — Vain Speculations — Applicationa for Medi- 
cine. — Search for an Abode. — A Sick Woman. — Plagues of a Muleteer. — An 
unpleasant Situation. — A Thunder Storm. — Thoughts of buying Copan. 

Turnixg away from the church, wc passed the brow 
of a hill, behind which w’as a collection of lints almost 
concealed from sight, and occupied by onf friends of the 
night before. Very soon we corameix.cpd ascending a 
mountain. At a short distance w^e met a corpse borne 
on a rude bier of sticks, upon the sboiilders of Indians, 
naked except a [lieee uf eoKoii (tlotli over the loins, and 
shaking awfully mider tln^ inovemenls of its carriers. 
Soon After we met anotlicr, borne in the same way, but 
wrapped in niatting, and accompanied by three or four 
men and a young woman. Both were on llunr way to 
the graveyard of the village church. Ascending, we 
reached the top of a mountain, ami satv behind us a 
beautiful valley extending toward .locotan, .but all 
waste, and suggesting a feeling of regret tlmt so beauti- 
ful a country should be in such miserable hand.*^. 

At half past twelvp we descended to the banks of th(‘ 
Copan River. It was broad and ra|)id, and in the. mid- 
dle w^as a large sandbar. We had difficulty in fording 
it; and some of flie baggage, paidcularly tlic beds and 
V)cd(ling, got wet. From the opposite side we again 
commenced ascending an. a her ridge, and from the top 
saw tl’c river winding through the valley. As we cross- 
ed, by ar'.s\i(Hh*n turn ic flowed along the base, and wm 
looked (lir(iel gv d<>v i upon it. Descending this mount- 
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am, we came to a beautiful stream, where a gray-haired 
Indian woman ahd a pretty little girl, pictures of youth 
and old age, were washing clothes. We dismounted, 
and sat down on the'bank to wait for the- muleteer. I 
forgot to mention that ho had with him a boy about thir- 
teen or fourteen years old, a fine little fellow, upon whom 
he impos^ed the worst part of the burden, that of chasing 
the mules, and who really seemed, like Baron Munchau- 
sen’s dog, in danger of running his legs off. 

Our breach with the muleteer had not been healed, 
and at first we ascribed to him some agency in our trou- 
bles at Comotaii. At all events^ if it had not been for 
him, we should not have stopped there. All day he had 
been particularly furious with the mules, and they had 
been particularly perverse, and now they had gone 
astray ; and it was an hour l)efor(‘ we heard his spiteful 
voice,. 1 )ading them wuth curses. Wi' mounted again^ 
and at four o’clock saw at a distance a hacienda, on 
the opposite side of a valley. It stood alone, and prom- 
ised a ([uiet resting-place for tlie niglit. We turned off 
from the camino into a wild path, stony, and over- 
grown with btfshes* and so stec>p that we were obliged 
to dismount, let the mules go ahead, and hold on our- 
selves by the bushes to descend. At the foot of the hill 
we mounted and crossed a stream, where a little boy, 
playing in the watiir, saluted me by crossing his arms 
upon his breast, and then passed on to Mr. Catherwood. 
This was a favourable omen ; and, as we climbed up a 
steep hill, I felt that here, in this lonely spot, away from 
the gather iiig-pl aces of men, Ave must meet kindness. 
On the top of the hill a woman, Avith a naked child in 
her arms and a smile on In;; face, stood watching our 
toilsome ascent; aid AAdicii Ave asked lu r if could 
make posada there, -du* tUi‘=Jw«‘rcd, in the kindest phrase 
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of the country, with a face that spoke even a warmer 
welcome than her words, “como non ‘‘why not?” 
and when she saw that our servant had pineapples in 
his alforjas, she asked why he brought them, and if he 
did hot know that she had plenty. 

The situation of the hacienda of San Antonio was 
wildly beautiful. It had a clearing for a cowyaid, 
a plantation of corn, tobacco, and plantains, and the 
opening gave a view of the high mountains by which it 
was surrounded. The house was built of poles plas- 
tered with mud, and against the wall in front of the 
door was a figure of the Saviour on the cross, on a 
white cotton cloth hung round with votive offerings. 
The naked child which the mother carried in her arms 
was called Maria dc los Angeles. While supper was 
in preparation the master of the house arrived, a swar- 
thy, grim-looking fellow, with a broad-brimmed som- 
brero and huge whiskers, and mounted on a powerful 
young horse, wdiicli he was just breaking to the mount- 
ain-roads ; when he knew that we were strangers ask- 
ing hospitality, his harsh features relaxed, and he re- 
peated the welcome the Avomaii had* givdin us. 

Unfortunately, the boy of the muleteer was taken 
very ill ; his master paid no attention to him, and, while 
the poor little fellow was groaning under a violent fe- 
ver, ate on with perfect indifference. We made him a 
comfortable bed on the piazza, and Mr. Catherwood 
^ave him a dose of medicine. Our evening passed 
very differently from the last. Our host and hostess 
were a kind-hearted and simple^ c iple. It was the 
first time they had ever xnet with men from another 
count ry, and they asked many questions, and examined 
our little travelling apparatus, particularly our plated 
cups, knives, forks, fiid spoons ; we showed them our 
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watches, compass, sextant, chronometer, thermometer, 
telescope, &c,, and the woman, with great discernment, 
said that we must be , very rich, and had ‘‘muchos ideas,*’ 

many ideas.” They asked us about our wives, and we 
learned that our simple-minded host had two, one of 
i^om . lived at Hocotan, and that he passed a week al- 
Bmately with each. We told him that in England he 
would be transported, .and in the North imprisoned for 
life- for such indulgences, to which he responded that 
they were barbarous ■ countries ; and the woman, al- 
though she thought a man ought to be content with 
one, said that it was no pecado or crime to have two ; 
but I heard tlicm say, solto voce, that we were ‘‘mas 
Christianos,” or better Christians than they. He assisted 
us in swinging our hammocks, and about nine o’clock 
w() drove out th(j dogs and ])igs, lighted cigars, and went 
to bed. Tncliuling servants, women, aiid children, wc 
nnmber(‘d eleven in tlie room. All around were little 
balls of fire, shining and disappearing Avith tlie puffs of 
the cigars. One by one those went out, and we fell 
asleep. 

Iff the inorning we all rose, togelhcr. The boy was 
much bett('r, but wc did not think him in a condition to 
trav(*l. His brutal master, however, insisted upon his 
going. For .all that onr kind friends had done for ns, 
they would have charged us nothing ; but, besides com- 
peiisaling them in money, \v(' distributed among lliem 
various trilles, and, wlien bidding tliem farewell, I saAV 
with regret a ring Avhich I had given her sjiarkling on 
his finger. /Vfter we had mounted, the little boy Avhom 
W(i had met at the streani came staggering under a 
load of six freshly-cut pincanph^s : and even Avhcii wo 
had starttal, the woman ran after me with a ^jioce of 
fresh sugarcane. 

VoL. L— M 



90 


INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 


All parted at the hacienda of San Antonio with kind 
feelings except our surly muleteer, who wasjndignant, 
as he said, that we made presents to everybody except to 
him. The poor boy was most grateful, and, unfortu- 
nately for him, we had given him a knife, whiqh made 
the muleteer jealous. 

Almost immediately from the hacienda we ent? 
a thick wood, dense as that of the Mico Mountain, and 
almost as muddy. The .asceiit was toilsome, but -the 
top was open, and so covered with that beautiful plant 
that we called it the Mountain of Aloes. Some were 
just peeping out of the ground, others’ were twenty or* 
tliirty feet high, and some gigantic stalks were dead ; 
flowers which would have kindled rapture in the breast 
of beauty had bloomed and died on this desolate mount- 
ain,' unseen except by a passing Indian. 

In descending we lost the path, and wandered for 
some time before we recovered it. Almost immediate- 
ly we commenced ascending another mountain, and 
fro’m its top looked completely over a third, and, at a 
great distance, saw a large hacienda. Our road lay di- 
rectly along the edge of a precipice, from which we 
looked down upon the tops of gigantic pines at a great 
distance beneath us. Very soon the j)ath became so 
broken, and ran so near the edge of a precipice, that I 
called to Mr. Catherwood to dismount. The precipice 
was on the left side, and I had advanced so far that, 
on the back of a perverse mule I did not venture to 
make any irregular movement, and rode for some mo- 
ments in great anxiety. Somcwiicr, on this road, but 
unmarked by any visible dgn, we crossed the bounda- 
ry-lire of the state of Guatimala and entered Hon- 
duras. ^ 

At two o .Aock ve reached the village of Copan, 
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wliich consisted of half a dozen miserable huts tliatch- 
cd with corn. Our appearance created a great sensa- 
tion. All the men atid women gathered around us to 
gaze. We inquired immediately for. the ruins, but none 
of the villagers could direct us to them, and all advised 

|o go to the hacienda of Don Gregorio. We had no 
to stop at a village, and told the muleteer to go on, 
but he refused, and said that his engagement was to 
conduct us to Copan. After a long wrangle we pre- 
vailed, and, riding through a piece of woods, forded 
once more the Copan River, and canre out upon a clear- 
ing, on one side of which was a hacienda, with a tile 
roof, and having cosina and otlier outbuildings, evi- 
dently the residence of a rich proprietor. We were 
greeted by a pack of barking dogs, and all the door- 
ways were filled ^yith women and children, who seem- 
ed in no small degree surprised at our appearance. 
There was not a man in si^it ; but the women receiv- 
ed us kindly, and told us that Don Gregorio would 
return soon, and would conduct us to the ruins. Im- 
mediately the fire was rekindled in the cosina, the 
sound of the phttiilg of hands gave notice of the ma- 
king of tortillas, and in half an hour dinner was riiady. 
It was served up on a massive silver plate, with water 
in a silver tankard, but without knife, fork, or spoon ; 
soup or caldo was served in cups to be drunk.. Never- 
theless, wc congratulated ourselves upon having hilleii 
into' such good quarters. 

In a short time a young man arrived on horseback, 
gayly dressed,. Avith an embroidered shirt, and accompa- 
nied by several men driving a herd of cattle. An ox 
was selected, a rope thrown aroiaui its horns, and the 
animal was drawn jp to the side of tlie hoase, and, 
by another rope aro^md ds legs, thrown down. Its feet 
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from its horns to its tail, and with one thrust of the ma- 
chete the artery of life was severed. The pack of hun- 
gry dogs stood ready, and, with a horrible clicking, 
lapped up the blood with their tongues. All the wom- 
en were looking on, .and a yoting.girl took a puj 
dog and rubbed its nose in the crimson stream, to gf 
it early a taste for blood. The ox was skinned, the 
meat separated from the bones, and, to the entire 
destruction of steaks, sirloins, and roasting-pieces, in an 
hour the whole animal was hanging in long strings on a ' 
line before the door. 

During this operation Don Gregorio arrived. lie 
was about fifty, had large black whiskers, and a beard 
of several days’ growth ; and, from the behaviour of all 
around, it was easy to see that he was a domestic ty- 
rant. TJie glaiict' which he threw at ns Vxdbre dis- 
mounting seemed to say, Who are //of/ but, without 
a word, he entered the lioi^e. We waited until lu: had 
finished his dinner, when*, supposing that to bti the fa- 
vourable moment, I entered the house. In my inter- 
course with the world I have more >han pnee found my 
overtures to an acquaintance, received coldly, but I nev- 
er experienced anything quite so cool as tlie don’s re- 
ception of me. I told him that we had come into that 
neighbourhood to visit the ruins of Copan, and his man- 
ner said, What’s that to me ? but ho answered that they 
were on the other side of the river J asked him wdict ti- 
er w e could procure a guide, and again he said that th() 
only man who knew anything about diejp lived on the 
other side of the river. yet \ve did not make suffi- 
cient dlow"jinc(^ for the disiractcd state of the country, 
nor the eiicunistance tiifU a man might incur danger to 
himself by giwng sh Iter to suspected jiersoiis ; but, re- 
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lying on the reputation of the country for hospitality^ 
and the proof of it which we had already met with, I 
was rather slow in coming to the disagreeable , conclu- 
sion that we were not welcome. Tins conclusion, how- 
ever, wa.s irresistible. The don was not pleased with 
looks. I ordered the muleteer to saddle the mules ; 
fetit the rascal enjoyed our confusion, and positively re- 
fused to saddle his beasts again that day. We applied 
to Don Gregorio himself, offering to pay him ; and, as 
Augustin said, in the hope of getting rid of us, he lent 
ns two, on which to ride back to the Village. Unfortu- 
nately, the guide we sought was away ; a brisk cock- 
fight was then pending, and we received no encourage- 
ment, either from the appearance of the people or from 
invitation, to bring back our luggage to that place. And 
we learned, what was very provoking, that Don Grego- 
rio was die great man of Copaii ; tlie richest man, and 
the petty tyrant ; and that it would be most unfortunate 
to have a rupture witli him, or even to lot it be known 
at. the village that we were ‘not well received at his 
house. Tleluctantly, but in the hope of making a more 
favourable 'im{)ression, we returned to the hacienda. 
Mr. C. dismounted on the steps, and took a seat on the 
piazza. I happened to dismount outside ; and, before 
moving, took a survey of the party. The don sat on a 
chair, with our detestable muleteer by his side, and a 
half-concealed smile of derision on his face, talking of 
idols,’’ and looking at me. By this time eight or ten 
men, sons, servants, and labourers, liad come in from 
their day’s work, but^not one offered to take my mule, 
or made any of those demonstrations of civility Avhich 
are always shown to a 'v -l -ojue guest. The women 
turned away their heads, ' if they had been 'reproved 
for receiving us ; and ed nc men, taking their cue from 
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he don, looked so insulting, that I told Mr. Catherwood 
we would tumble our luggage into the road, and curse 
him for an inhospitable churl ; but Mr. Catherwood 
warned me against it, urging that, if we had an open 
quarref with him, after all our trouble we would be pre- 
vented seeing the ruins. The dbn probably suspect^ 
something of what passed ; and, fearing that he might 
push things too far, and bring a stain upon his name, 
pointed to a chair, and asked me to take a seat. With 
a great eilort, I resolved to smother my indignation un- 
til I could jK:)ur it out w ith safety. Augustin w as very 
indignant at tlic treatment we received ; on the road he 
had sometimes swelled his own importance by telling 
of the flags hoisted and camion fired wdien we left Ba- 
lize and here he hoisted inert* Hags and fired mort^ 
guns than usual, beginning W'ith forty guns, mid afttn*- 
w^ard g<n‘ng on to a eannoinuh*. ; but it would not do. 
The don did not like ns, and jirobably was willing to 
hoist flags, and fire cannons too, as at Balize, wdien w’c 
should go away. 

Toward evening the skin of an ox was spread upon 
the piazza, corn in ears throwni upon it, a*iid all the ineii, 
with the don at their h(*ad, sat dowm to shell it. The 
cobs were earned to the kitehen to burn, the corn taken 
up in baskets, and three pet hogs, wiiitii had been grunt- 
ing outside ill expectation of the feast, were let in to 
pick up the scattered grains. During the evening no 
notice was taken of us, except that the wife of the don 
sent a message by Augustin that supper wais preparing ; 
and our w^ounded pride w s relieved, and our discontent 
somewhat removed, by an additional message that they 
Iiad an ovfui and flour and w^ould bake us some bread 
if we wiMic.i to buy it. 

After sup'ier all prepared for sleep. The don’s house 



WALL OF C 0 P A N. 


95 


had two sides, an inside and an out. The don and his 
family occupied- the former, and we the latter ; but we 
had not even this to ourselves. All along the wall 
were frames made of sticks about an inch thick, tied 
together with bark , strings, over which the workmen 
spread an' uiitanned oxhide for a bed. There wer(i 
three hammocks besides ours, and I had so little room 
for mine that my body described an inverted parabola, 
Avith rny heels as high as my head. It was v(*xations 
and ridiculous ; or, in the words of the English tourist 
in Era Diavolo, it was ‘^shocking ! positively shocking!” 

In llie morning Don Gregorio was in the same Jiii- 
mour. We took no notices of liim, but made our toilet ‘ 
under the. shed with as umrh respect as possible to the 
presei\cc of the fmnale m<*mi)ers of tlu; family, who were 
eoM>!ai»lly passing and r(‘passi)ig. W(^ liad made up 
our minds to hold on and see th(‘ ruins : and, fortunat(*- 
ly, early in the morning, one of tlu* crusty doirs sons, a 
civil young man, brought over froju the village Jose, the 
guide, of whom we stood in need. 

By reason of many vexations dela\s, growing out of 
diirieiiilies bet\V(HniMose and the muleteer, we did not 
get away until nine (veloek. Very soon we left the 
path or road, and entered a large field, partially culti- 
vated with eorn, belonging to Don Gregorio. Hiding 
fcjome distance through this, we reached a hut, thateh(‘d 
with corn-leaves, on the edg<* of the woods, at wliieli 
some workmen wore preparing their breakfast. Here 
we dismounted, and, tying our mules to trees near by, 
entered the woods, Jose clearing a ])ath before us with 
a machete ; soon we came to the bank ofarivi'r, and saw 
dir<K*tly opposite a ^tolle w.iii, perhaps a hundred feet 
high, with furze grooving om of the top, rimnihg nortli 
and south along the riwr, ui some places fallen, but in 



96 


INCIDENTS OP THAT EL. 



others entire. It hud more the eharaettn' of a slriictiiro 
than any we had ever stuai, useriht'd to the* ab()riuihe> 
of America, and ionued [)art ot tluj Vv ull <>l t 'opun, an 
ancient citv, on 'whose history }.)Ooks lhr‘ov hut litth* 
light. 

I am entt‘ring uhniptly upon new ground. Volumes 
willioLit number liavr* be(?n written t() aeeonni hjr the 
first peopling <jf America. .l>y some the inhabitants of 
this eoiitineiit have been regarded' as a separate race, 
not descended from llie same common father with the 
rest of mankind ; others have ascribed their origin 
to some remnant of the antediluvian inhaliitants of tlie 
earth, who survived. tln^ deluge wliieh swi^pt away tin* 
greatest part of the human species in the days of Noah, 
and hence have considered them the most anei(*nl race 
of jieople on the*earlh. Under the ^ road range allow- 
ed ])\ a descent from tin sons of Voah, the Jews, the 
Caiur nites, tlie Plurnicians, the Carthaginians, tin* 
(ir<iel.<, the Seytiiiaii.. in ancient times ; the Chinese, 
the Swefh the Nor\Vegians, the Welsh, and the Span- 
iards in modern, have had ascribed to them the honour 
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of peopling America. The two continents have been 
joined together and rent asunder by the shock of an 
earthquake ; the fabled island of Atlantis has been lift- 
ed out of the ocean ; and, not to be behindhand, an 
enterprising American has turned the tables on the Old 
World, and planted the ark itself within the' State of 
New- York. 

The monuments and architectural remains of the 
aborigines have heretofore formed but little part of the 
groundwork for these spe;Culations. Dr. Robertson, in 
his History of America, lays it dhwn a$ “ a certain prin- 
ciple, that America was not peopled by any nation of 
the ancient cojitinent which had rruiiae considerable 
progress in civilization.” ‘^The inhabitants of the 
New World,” In' says, were in a state of society so 
extreni(']v rude as to be unac(|nainted with those arts 
which are the first essays of liuinan ingenuity in its ad- 
vance fowurd iinproveinent.” Discrediting the glow- 
ing aeeounls of ( 'ortez and his coinpanioiis, of soldiers, 
j)rit*sts, and eivilians, all concurring in n‘presentatious 
of the sjdmdoiir exhihiU'd in the lauldings of Mexico, 
lie says that llib houses of the people were mere huts, 
built with turf, or mud, or the branches of trees, like 
those of the rudest Indians.” The tcnqde of Cholula 
w’as notliiug more than y, mound of earth, witliout any 
stops or any facing of stone, covered with grass and 
shrubs and, oji the authority of persons long resident 
in New Spain, and who professed to have visited every 
))art of it, he says that “ lliere is not, in all the extent of 
tliat vast empire, a siiigle monument or vt'stige of any 
building more ancient than itio conquest.” At that 
time, distrust was perhaps the safer sidt* for the histo- 
rian ; but since Dr. Roberis^'n wrote a new flood of light 
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has poured upon the world, and the field of American 
antiquities has been opened. 

The ignorance, carelessness, and indifference of the 
inhabitants of Spanish America on this subject are mat- 
ter of wonder. In our own country, the opening of for- 
ests and the discovery of tumuli or moitfds and fortifi- 
cations, extending in ranges from the lakes through the 
valleys of the Ohio and Mississippi, mummies in a cave 
in Kentucky, the inscription on the rock at Dighton, 
supposed to be in Phceniciiin characters, and the ruins 
of walls and a great city in Arkansas and Wisconsin 
Territory, had suggested wdid and wandering ideas in 
regard to the first peopling of this country, and the 
strong belief that pow’crfiil and populous nations had 
occupied it and had passed away, wdioso historii*s are, 
entirely unknown. The same evidence's continu(‘. in 
Texas, and in Mexico they assiiuK^ a still more definite 
form. 

The first new’ light throwm np<ni this snbj(*(*t as re- 
gards Mexico was by thd gn^at If (i!nl)oldt, who visited 
that country at a time when, by the jealous policy of 
tlie government, it w’as almost as ihuch* elo.sed agaLiist 
strangers as China is now. No man could have, better 
deserved such fortune. At that time the monuments 
of the country were not a leading object of re.searcli ; 
but Humboldt collected from various sources informa- 
tion and drawings, particularly of Milla, or the Vale of 
the Dead; Xoxiehalco, a mountain hewxd down and 
terraced, and called the Hill of Flo . ers ; and the great 
pyramid or Temph; of Cholula he visited himself, of 
all wnich hi.s own eloquent account is within reach of 
the reader. T. uforMinaielj, of ihf^ great cities beyond 
the Vahfof Mexi( < buri'*d in forests, ruined, desolate, 
and without a name . Humboldt ucver heard, oi , at lea.st, 
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he never visited them. It is but lately that accounts of 
their existence reached Europe and our own country. 
These accounts, however vague and unsatisfactory, had 
roused our curiosity ; though I ought perhaps to say 
that both Mr. C. and I were somewhat skeptical, and 
when we arrived at Copan, it was with the hope, rather 
than the expectation, of finding wonders. 

Since the discovery of these ruined cities the prevail- 
ing theory has been, that they belonged to a race long 
anterior to that which inhabiteel the country at the time 
of tlie Spanish conquest. With regard to Copan, men- 
tion is made by tlie early Spanish historians of a place 
of that name, situated in the same region of country in 
which tliesci ruins arc found, whicli then existed as an 
inhabited city, and oiTered a formidable r(‘sistance to tlie 
Spanish arms, though there are eircumstaiices which 
seem U) indicate tliat tln^ city referred to was inferior in 
strcngtli and solidity of construction, and of more mod- 
ern origin. 

It stood in tlie old provinec'of ('biquimula de Sierras, 
whic.'h was coinpiert'd I)y the otlieers of l^edro de Alvara- 
do, but not one of the Spanish historians has given any 
particulars of this coinpu'st. In 1530 the Indians of the 
province revolted, and attinupteil to throw off the yoke 
of Spain.* Hernandez de Chaves was sent to subdue 
them, and, after many sanguinary battles, he eneainped 
before Esqiiipulas, a place of arms belonging to a pow- 
erful cacique, which, oil the fourth day, to us(» the words 
of the cacique himself, ‘‘ more out of iCspeet to the puV>- 
lie tranquillity than from fear of the Spanish arms, de- 
teriniiH'd to surrender,’’ and nnlh ihe capital, the whole 
province submitted again u* die Spanish dominion. 

The cacique of ( ‘opaii. w!. ^se name was CojViii Calol, 
had been active in exciting the revolt and assisting the 
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insurgents. Hernandez de Chaves determined to pun- 
ish hinij and marched against Copan, then one of the 
largest, most opulent, and most populous places of the 
kingdom. The camp of the cacique, with his auxil- 
iaries, consisted of thirty thousand men, well disci- 
plined, and veterans in war, armed with w'ooden swords 
having stone edges, arrows, and slings. On one side, 
says the historian, it was defended by tlic ranges of 
mountains of Chiquimula and Gracios a Dios, and on 
the opposite side by a deep fosse, and an inlrenchmcnt 
formed of strong beams of timber, liaving the interstices 
filled with earth, with embrasures, and loopholes for 
the discharge of arrows. Chaves, accompanied by 
some horsemen, well armed, rode to tlu* foss(‘, and 
made sign that he wishi'd to hold (‘onferene(‘. The 
cacique answered with fin arrow. A sliowi'r of arrows, 
stones, and darts followed, Avhieh eonipi^lled the Span- 
iards to retreat. Thc^ next day Cliaves made an attack 
upon the intreiichinent. The infantry wc)re loose, coats 
stuffed with cottem ; swofds and slnekls ; tlie horsiunen 
wore breastplates and helmets, and their horses w(‘re 
covered. The Copanes had eaeh jfshiHd coviTed with 
the skin of the danta on his arm, and Ids liead guarded 
by bunches of featla.Ts. 'I’lie attack lasted the whole 
day. The Indians, with their arrows, javelins, and 
pikes, the heads of which w(»re hardened hy fire, rriaiii- 
tained their ground. Tin; Spriniards were obligcnl to 
retreat. Chaves, who had fougld In the thickest of the 
battle, was alarri^ed at tl * diHiculries of the enterprise 
and the danger to the credit ol the Spanish arms, but 
received iiiff>rnjation ‘hat in one place the depth of the 
ditch which defem f*d < k>paii was but trifling, and the 
next day proc^ erled m tlio spot to make an attack 
there. Tin Copanc-s had watched his movements, and 



THIS ACCOUNT UNSATISFACTORY. 101 


manned the intrenchmcnt with their bravest soldiers. 
The infantry were unable to make a lodgment. The 
cavalry came to their assistance. The Indians brought 
up their whole force, and the Spaniards stood like 
rocks, impassable to pikes, arrows, and stones. Sev- 
eral times they attempted to scale the intrenchments, 
and were driven back into the fosse. Many Avere killed 
on both sides, but the battle continued Avithout advan- 
tage to cither until a brave horseman leaped the ditch, 
and, his horse being carried viohmtly Avith his breast 
against the barrier, the earth and palisadocs gave way, 
and the frightened horse plunged among the Indians. 
Other horst'inen folloAved, and spread such terror among 
the C\)p;\nes, that their lines were* broken and they lied. 
Copaii ^'alel rallied at a place where he had posted a 
body ot' r<'serv(^ ; but, unable to resist long, retreated, 
and left ('\){)an to its fate. 

This is the. aecoimt Aviiicli tlic Spanish historians have 
given of Co])an ; and, as applied to the eity, the wall of 
Avhieli W(j saw from tlie opposite side, of tin* river, it ap- 
peared to us most rneagt'r and unsatisfaetory ; for the 
niJissive stone structures before us harl little the air of 
belonging to a city, the intrenehment of wliieh conld be 
broken down by tin? charge of a single horseman. At 
this phuM’. the river Avas not fordable ; Ave returned tr) 
our mules, mounted, and rode to ^mother part of tlie 
bank, a short dislaiiee above. Tlic stream Avas wide, 
and in some places deep, rapid, and Avith a broken and 
stony bottom. Fording it, we rode along tlie bank by 
a footpath encumbered Avnh mue ^ip-o^vtli, a\ hich Jose 
opened by cutting a'- ay thf* braiiclu’S, uiuil we came to 
the foot of the wall wi'/ re we again dismounted and 
tied our mules. * 

The Avail Avas ol cut stt/ne, AveJl laid, and in a good 
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State of preservation. We ascended by large stone 
steps, in some places perfect, and in others thrown down 
by trees which had grown np between the crevices, and 
readied a terrace, *tlie form of which it was impossible 
to make out, from t)ie density of the forest in which it 
was enveloped. Our guide cleared a way with his ma- 
chete, and wc passed, as it lay half buried in the earth, 
a large fragment of stone elaborately sculptured, and 
came to the angle of a structure with steps on the sides, 
in form and appearance, so far as the trees would ena- 
ble us to make it out, like the sides of a pyramid. Di- 
verging from the base, and working our way through 
the thick w’oods, we came upon a square stone col- 
umn, about fourteen feet high and tliree fe(‘t on each 
side, sculptured in very bold relief, and on all four of 
the sides, from the base to the top. The front was the 
figure of a man (niriously and richly dress(‘d, and the 
face, evidently a portrait, solemn, st(*rn, and well fitted 
to excite terror. The back was of a diflV‘r(‘nl design, 
unlike anything we had ever seen btdore, and tlui sid('s 
were covered with hieroglyphics. This our guide calhai 
an ‘"Idol;’’ and before it, at a distance of three feet, was 
a large block of .stone, also sculptured with figures and 
emblematical devices, which he calhd an altar. The 
sight of this uncxpt^cted monument put at rest at once 
and forever, in our •minds, all uncertainty in regard to 
the cliaracter of American antiipiities, and gave us tlic 
assurance that the objects wc were in search of were in- 
teresting, not only as the remains ^ an nnknown peo- 
ple, but as Avorks of art, proving, , like Tiewly-discovtTed 
hist(,rieal rca.’ords, that the peopit* who once ocreiipied 
the (.’ontirient of .America were iK)f savages. With an 
intere.sl *perhnj)> .M.onger than we had ever frdt in wan- 
dering among the jruius of Egypt, we followed our 
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guide, who, sometimes missing his way, with a constant 
and vigorous use of his macl^ete, conducted us through 
the t\iick forest, among half-buried fragments, to^ four- 
teen monuments of the same character and appearaiiee, 
some with more elegant designs, and some in workman- 
ship equal to the finest monuments of the Egyptians ; 
one displaced from its pedestal by enormous roots ; an- 
other locked in the close embrace of branches of trees, 
and almost lifted out of the earth ; another liurled to 
the ground, and bound down by huge vines and creep- 
ers ; and one standing, with its altar before it, in a 
grove of trees which grew around it, seemingly to 
shade and shroud it as a sacred thing ; in tlie solemn 
slillness of the woods, it s(‘cmed a divinity mourning 
over a fallen people. The only sounds that disturbed 
the qui( : of this buried city wcrc^ the noise of mouk(.*ys 
moving among the tt)ps of the trees, and the cracking 
of dry branches broken by their weight. They moved 
over our heads in long and swift j)roeessions, forty or 
fifty at a time, some with little ones wound in their 
long arms, walking out to tlie end of boughs, and 
holding on with their hind fe('t or a curl of the tail, 
sprang to a braneh of the next tree, and, with a noise 
like a current of wind, passed on into tlie d(‘pths of the 
forest. It was the first time we had seen these mock- 
eries of humanity, and, with tlu‘. strange monuments 
around ns, they seemed like wandering spirits of the 
departed race guarding the ruins of their former habi- 
tations. 

Wc Tclurned to the base of the pyramidal structure, 
and ascendiul by regular stam* ueps, in some places 
forced apart by Iv shes -ind saplings, and in others 
thrown down by tl^^' r-owlh of large tn*es, wliile some 
remained entire. In pan . they were ornamented with 
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sculptured figures and rows of dctith’s heads. Climbing 
over the ruined top, we yaclied a terrace overgrown 
with trees, and, crossing it, descended by stone steps 
into an area so covered with trees that at first we could 
not make out its form, but which, on clearing the way 
with tlie machete, avc ascertained to be a square, and 
W'ith steps on all tlic sides almost as perfect as those of 
the Roman amphitlu'atre. The steps were ornamented 
with sculpture, and on the south side, about half way 
up, forced out of its place by roots, w'as a colossal 
head, evidently a portrait. We ascended these steps, 
and reached a broad terrace a hundred feet high, over- 
looking the river, and supported by the wall which we 
had seen from the opposite bank. The whole terrace 
was covered with trees, and even at this height from 
the ground were two gigantic (.’eihas, or wild cotton- 
trees of India, above twenty feet in cireniriference, ex- 
tending their half-naked roots fifty or a hundred feet 
around, binding down the ruins, and shading them with 
their wide-spreading branches. We sat down on the 
very edge of the wall, and strove in vain to penetrate 
the mystery by which we were surrounded. Who 
were the people that built this city ? In the ruin- 
ed cities of Egypt, even in the long-lost Petra, the 
stranger knows the story of the people whose vesti- 
ges are around hiiri. America, say historians, was 
peopled by savages ; but savagv.s never reared these 
structures, savages never carved these stones. We 
asked the IikLuiis who made (hen». and their dull an- 
swer was Quien sabe ? “ who J^jiovvs 

Tiicre were no assoc. ati^ns connected with the 
place ; none <if stirring recollections which hal- 

low Roine, Alliens, and 


wor; i’s ^ruat n- - tresa il the Egyptian plain;’* 
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but areliiloclurej sculpture, and painting, all the arts 
which embellish life, had flourished in this overgrown 
forest ; orators, warriors, and statesmen, beauty, ambi- 
tion, and glory, had lived and passed away, and none 
knew that such things had been, or could tell of their 
past existence. Books, the records of kno\vl(‘dge, are 
silent on this theme. The city was dc;solate. No rem- 
nant of this race hangs round the ruins, with traditions 
handed down from fatlier to son, and from generation 
to generation. It lay before ns like a shattered bark in 
tlie midst of the ocean, her masts gone, her name ef- 
faced, her crew perished, and none to tidl \vhence she 
came, to whom she ])elong(Ml, how long on h(‘r voyage, 
or wlial eaused her destnu'tion ; liei* lost people to be 
traced only by some fancied rest‘mhlan(‘e in the. eon- 
stnietion of tin; vessel, and, perluips, nt'ver to be known 
at all. TIh' ])laee where w'e sat, w;is it a citadel from 
w'hicli an unlviiown ]^eopIe had soimdtal tlie trmn])et of 
war ? or a t(»»npl(’! for the worship of tin* (lod of peace ^ 
or (lid tin* iiiliabitants worslnp tin* idols made witii 
tlndr O'vvn livUids, and olh'r saerifna's on tin* stonc's l)e- 
fori? tliem ? Ail was mysli‘ry\ dark, impenetrable mys^ 
tery, and t^very eirirnmstance hiereased it. In Egypt 
the colossal sk(detons of gigantic ttmiph's stand in the 
uii watered sands in all tlu? nakedness of dt*solation ; 
here an irnmenst* forest shrouded. th(‘ ruins, hiding 
them from sight, heightening tin* impressicni and moral 
effect, and giving an intensity and almost wiUlnes*^ to 
the interest. 

Eale in the afternoon we wiarkod (^ur way back to the 
mules, bathed in the clear rivr r ai ihe foot of the Avail, 
and returned to the baeitiidji. Our gratrful muleteer- 
boy had told of his dread fn’ illiu'ss, and the exlraordi- 
nary curt! elfected by Mr. 1 .‘atherwood ; and we f()und 

VoL. I._0 
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at the hacienda a ghastly-looking man, worn down by 
fever and ague, who begged us for remedios.” An 
old lady on a visit to the family, wdio had intended to 
go home that day,’ was waiting to be cured of a malady 
from which she had suffered twenty years. Our medi- 
cine-chest was brought out, and this converted the wife 
of the don into a patient also. Mr. C.’s reputation rose 
with the medicines he distributed ; and in the course of 
the evening he had under his hands four or five women 
and as many men. We wanted very iiiiieh to practice 
on the don, but he w’as cautious. The percussion caps 
of our pistols attracted the attention of the num ; and 
W'e showed them the compass and other things, whi(di 
made oiir friend at San Antonio sjippose wo were ‘‘very 
ricli,” and had many ideas.” By degrees we heeame 
on social terms with all the lious(; ('xcej)t the ]nast<‘r, 
who found a eongenijd spirit in the rnnhde.er. lit* had 
taken his ground, and was too digniried and obstinate 
to unbend. Oiir new friends made more room for our 
hammocks, and we had a b('tter swing for tlu^ night. 

In the morning we continued to asl<»ni>h the people 
by our strange ways, particularly by brushing onr teeth, 
an operation which, probably, they saw tlien for the first 
time. While engaged in this, the door of the house 
opened, and Don (Gregorio appeared, turning Ins head 
away ♦o avr>*d giving ns a bnenos dios. We resolved 
not to sleep anotiier night nndiT his sh<‘d, but to take 
our hammocks to the ruins, and, 'f tfierf^ was no i>nild- 
ing to shelter ns, to hang them i;,i under a. tree'. IMy 
contract with the mnleteer was^to stop tliree davJ? iit 
Copan; hut there was no bargain for tin; use of the mtlles 
during that tune, arid he hojuni that the v<*xations we 
met with uould n .ike ii go on immediate! v. When he 
found us bfuil on remaining, he swore he would not 
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carry the hammocks, and would not remain one day 
over, but at length consented to hire the mules for that 
day. 

Before we started a new party, \/ho had been con- 
versing some time with Don Gregorio, stepped forward, 
and said that he was the owner of the idols tliat no 
one could go on the land without his permission ; and 
handed me his title papers, Tliis was a new difficulty. 
J was not disposi^d to dispute liis tith*, ])iit read his pa- 
pers as attentivc^ly as if I meditated an aetioii in eject- 
ment ; and In; seemed r(*li(‘ved wdien I tohl him liis title 
was good, and that, if not dist urinal, I would make him 
a complinuMit at j)arting. Forlunattdy, he. had a favour 
to ask. Our fame as }>hysieians had reached the vil- 
lage, and he wislnul rtunedios for a sick wufe. It was 
imj)ortaiit to makt‘ him our friend ; and, after sorm* con- 
v<;rsation, it w’as arrang<‘d that Mr. (\, with several 
workiiitai whom we had hired, should go on to tlie ru- 
ins, as wr. inteinlcd, to make a lodgment there, while I 
Avould go to the village and visit his wife. 

Our luwv ac(piaintance, Don .lose Maria Asebedo, W'as 
about hftv, tali', and w ell dressed ; that is, his cotton 
sliirt and pantaloons a\ er(‘ clean ; inothuisive. tliongh ig- 
norant ; and one of tlie most r(‘sj>ectable inhabitants of 
(^opan. lie lived in one of tlnv best huts of the village, 
madi‘ of poles thatched witli corn-leaves, with a w ooden 
frame on oiu' side for a bed, and furnislu*d w ith a few 
pie(;es of pottery for cooking. A heavy rain had lallen 
during the niglit, and the ground insidi* tlie lint was 

wan. liis wife seemed as old as he, and, forlunatelv, 

» 

w^as sufficing from o rliemnatn ui *>1 ocveral years’ stand- 
ing. I say fortnnaUiv, bm t speak only reference to 
ourselves as medical ;in n, nd the honour of The pro- 
fession accidentally coididcd to onr hands. I told her 
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that if it liad been a recent affection, it would be more 
within the rcacli of art ; but, as it was a ease of old 
standing, it required time, skill, watching of symptoms, 
and the effect of medicine from day to day ; and, for 
the present, I advised her to take her feet out of a pud- 
dle of water in which she was standing, and promised 
to consult Mr. C^atherw'ood, who was even a better 
medico than I, and to send her a liniment with wdneh 
to batlie her neck. 

This over, Don Jose Maria accompanied me to the 
nuns, wliere I found Mr. Catherwood with the Indian 
workmen. Again we. \vanden‘d ov('r tin* whole ground 
in search of some ruined building in which we could 
take lip our abode, but there was noru*. To hang up 
our hammocks under the tr(‘es was madness ; the 
branches were still Avet, the ground muddy, and again 
there was a })r()spect of early ram ; but wa*. were deter- 
mined not to go ])ack to Don (rregorio's. J>on Mari- 
ano said that there was a hut near by, and conducted 
me to it. As we approaclied, w e heard the screams of a 
Avornan inside, and, entering, s.aw ht‘r rolling and tosj- 
mg on a Inill’sdiidc bed, w'ild with TeverVind pain ; and, 
starling to Ikt knees at the sight f)f me, wdth hcT hands 
pressed against her teinph^s, ainl tears bursting from 
her eyes, she begged /ne, for the love oi (Jod, to give 
her some reintMlios.. Her skin was hot, her pulse very 
high ; she had a violent intermitting fever. While in- 
quiring into her symptoms, her husl)and ent(.‘red th(i hut, 
a wliite man, aborjt forty, dressed in a pair of dirty cot- 
ton drawers, with a ne'her garnicut hanging outside*, a 
handk(*rehief tied around liis liead.and barefoot<*d ; and 
his name was DiJh M'garj, [ told him that we wushtid to 
pass a f(‘.v l;\ys a nong the ruins, and asked pe‘rmission 
to stop at iiis liut. The woman, most happy at having 
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a skilful physician near her, answered for him, and I re- 
turned to relieve Mr. Catherwood, and add another to 
his list of patients. ’ The whole party escorted us to the 
hut, bringing along only the mule that carried the ham- 
mocks ; and by the addition of Mr. C. to the medical 
corps, and a mysterious display of drawing materials 
and measuring rods, the poor woman’s fever seemed 
frightened away. 

The hut stood on the edge of a clearing, on the 
ground once covered by the city, with a stone frag- 
ment, liollowt'd out and used as a drinking- vessel 
for cattle, ahriost at the very door. The clearing was 
planted with corn and tobacco, and bounded on each 
sid(^ bv the forest. Tlie hut was about sixteen feet 
S([uare, with a peaked roof, thatched with husks of In- 
dian r' )ru, made by setting in the ground two upriglit 
poles with erotehes, in which another ])ole was laid to 
support the ])eak of the roof, and similar supports on 
(sieh sl(h', but only about four feet high, d’he gable 
(‘iid was the front, and one half of it '‘v'as thatched 
'will' corn -leaves, while the other remahied o]>en. The 
back part was thatehed, and piled uj) against it was 
Indian corn three* cars deep. Oi one side the pile 
was unbroken, but on the otlitn' it was ustai down to 
within three or four feet of ground. In the corner 
in front was the bed Do* MigiU'l and his wife, pro- 
tected by a. bull’s hide f;^t<‘ned at the liead and side. 
The furniture eonsisteu of a stone roller for mashing 
corn, and a coma! o/ earthen griddle for baking tortil- 
las ; and on a riab; s^^tdf over the l)ed w('re two boxc.s, 
wbitrh e<mtamed the wardrobe J»nd all the property of 
Don Migmd and Iim Avife. except EarU>l their son and 
henr, an overgrtovn I'lo ot twenty, whose uaKed body 
seemed to have bur.^t out of a pair of boy's trou- 

10 
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sers, disdaining a shirt, his stomach swollen by a dis- 
tressing liver complaint, arid that and his livid face 
clouded with dirt. There was only room enough for 
one hammock, and, in fact, the cross-sticks were, not 
strong enough to support two men. The pile of corn 
which had been used down Avas just high and broad 
enough for a bed ; by consent, I took this for my sleep- 
ing-place, and Mr. Catherwood hung up his hammock ; 
we were so glad at being relieved from the churlish 
hospitality of Don Gregorio, and so near the ruins, that 
all seemed snug and comfortable. 

After a noonday meal I mounted the luggage-mule, 
with only a halter to hold her, and, accompanied by 
Augustin on foot, set out for Don Gregorio’s, for the 
purpose of Vjringing over the luggage. The heavy rains 
had swollen the river, and Augustin was obliged to strip 
himself in order to ford it. J)on Gregorio Avas not at 
home ; and tlie muleteer, as usual, glad of a difficulty, 
said tliat Jt was impossible to (rross the riv(‘r with a car- 
go that day. Regularly, instead of helping us in our 
little difficulties, he did all that he could to increase 
th( mi. H(‘ knew that, if Ave discharged liim, avc could 
get no mules in Co}.Jui except by sending off tAvo days’ 
journey ; that Ave haa no omj on Avhom we could rely 
to send ; and that the orday would be at least a Aveek, 
Uncertain at Avhat mome^it it might be advisable to 
leaAm, and not Avishing to be left d(*stitute, I Avas com- 
pelled to hire him to remain, a price Avhich Avas con- 
sidered so exorbitant that it guA- me a reputation for 
having ‘Dnucha plata,” aa hich, thougn it might be useful 
at home, I did not covet at Conan ; and, afraid to trust 
me, Ihc^ rascal stij?ulated for daily payments. At that 
time I Avas not ac(p;.iuited Avith the cash system of busi- 
ness prevailing in the country. The barbarians are not 
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satisfied with your custom unless you pay them besides ; 
and the whole, or a large portion, must be in advance. 
I was accidentally in arrears to the muleteer ; and, while 
I was congratulating myself on this only security for his 
good behaviour, he was torturing himself with the ap- 
prehension that I did not mean to pay at all. 

In the mean time it began to rain ; and, settling my 
accounts with the senora, thanking her for her kind- 
ness, leaving an 'order to have some bread baked for 
the next day, and taking with me an umbrella and a 
blue bag, contents unknown, belonging to Mr. (.hither- 
wood, which he had particularly requested me to bring, 
I set out on my return. Augustin followed with a tin 
teapot, and some other articles for immediate use. 
wintering the woods, the umbrella struck against the 
bran<;l'es of the trees, and frightened tln^ mule ; and, 
whik^ f was endeavouring to (dose it, she fairly ran 
away with me. Having ojdy a halter, I could not hold 
her; and, knocking me against the branches, she ran 
through woods, splashed into tluj river, missing the 
fording-p!ace, and ^ never stopped nil she was breast- 
d(‘ep. The river was savoUcji and angry, and tin' rain 
pouring down. Hajuds were foaming a short distance 
below. In the elVort to restrain her, I lost Mr. (father- 
wood’s blue bag, caught at it with the handle of the 
umbrella, and would have saved' it if the beast had 
stt3od still; but as it lloaled under lier nose she snort- 
ed and started back. I broke the umbrella in driving 
her across; and, just as I touched the shore, saw the 
bag floating toward Xhc rapids, and Augustin, with his 
clothes in one hand and tlic teapot iii llie other, both 
above his head, ste iriiig down the river after it. Sup- 
posing it to contai'^ soc^e indispensable drawing mate- 
rials, I dashed anmng the thickets on tlie bank in the 
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hope of intercepting it, but became entangled among 
branches and vines. I dismounted and tied my mule, 
and was two or three minutes working my way to the 
river, where I saw Augustin’s clothes and the teapot, 
but nothing of him, and, with the rapids roaring below, 
had horrible apprehensions.* It was impossible to con- 
tinue along the bank ; so, with a violent elFort, I jump- 
ed across a rapid channel to a ragged island 8f sand 
covered with scrub bushes, and, running down to the 
end of it, saw the whole face of the river and the rap- 
ids, but nothing of Augustin. I shouted with all my 
strengtli, and, to my inexpressible relief, heard an an- 
swer, but, in the noise of the rapids, very faint ; pres- 
ently lie appeared in the water, working himself around 
a point, and hauling upon the bushes. Relieved about 
him, I now found myself in a quandary. The jump 
back was to higher ground, the stream a torrent, and, 
the excitement over, I was afraid to attein])t it. Jl would 
have been exceedingly inconvenient ior me if Augustin 
had been drowned. Making his way through the 
bushes and down to the bank opiiositi^ with his drip- 
ping body, he stretched a pole across \he stream, by 
springing upon which I touched the edge of the bank, 
slipped, but hauled myself up by the bushes with the 
aid of a lift from Augustin. All this time it was rain- 
ing very hard ; and -now I had forgott(m where I tied 
my mule. We were several imnutes looking for her; 
and wishing everything but good luck to the old bag, 
I mounted. Augustin, principally liecause he could 
carry them more convei..ently oq his back, put on his 
clothes. 

Reaching the village, I look shelter in the hut of Don 
Jose Maria, while \ugustin, being in that happy state 
that cannot be made worse, continued through the rain. 
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There was no one in the hut but a little girl, and the 
moment the rain abated I followed. I had another 
stream to cross, which was also much swollen, and the 
road was flooded. The road lay through a thick for- 
est ; very soon the clouds became blacker than ever ; 
on the left was a range of naked mountains, the old 
stone quarries of Copan,' along which the thunder roll- 
ed fearfully, and the lightning wrote angry inscriptions 
on its sides. An English tourist in the United States 
admits the superiority of our thunder and lightning. I 
am pertinacious on all points of national honour, but 
concede this in favour of the tropics. The min fell 
as if floodgates were opened from above ; and while 
my mule was slipping and sliding through the mud I 
lost my road. I returned some distance, and was again 
retracing my steps, when I met a woman, barefooted, 
and holding her dress above her knees, who proved to 
be my rheumatic patient, the wife of Don Jose Maria. 
While inquiring the road, I told her that she was set- 
ting at naught the skill of tlie physician, and added, 
what V believed to be very true, that she need not ex- 
pect to get well under our treatment. I rode on some 
distance, and again lost my w'ay. It was necessary to 
enter the woods on the right. I had come out by a 
footpath which I had not noticed particularly. There 
were cattle-paths in every direction^ and within the line 
of a mile I kept going in and out, without hitting the 
right one. Several times I saw the print of Augus- 
tin’s feet, but soon lost them in puddles of ivate;r, and 
they only confused me more ; at length 1 came to a 
complete stand-still. It wa?. nearly dark ; I did not 
know which way ro turn ; and as Mr. Uenry Pelham 
did when in danger of drowning in one of the*guiters 
of Paris, I stood still and a allooed. To my great joy, 
VoL. I.— P 
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I was answered by a roar from Augustin, who had 
been lost longer than I, and was in even greater trib- 
ulation. He had the teapot in his hand, the stump 
of an unlighted cigar in his mouth, was plastered 
with mud from his head to liis heels, and altogether 
a most distressful object. We compared notes, and, 
selecting a path, shouting as we went, our united voi- 
ces were answered by barking dogs and Mr. Gather- 
wood, who, alarmed at our absence, and apprehend- 
ing what had liappcned, was coming out with Don Mi- 
guel to look for us. I had no change of clothes, and 
therefore stripped and rolled myself up in a blanket in 
the style of a North American Indian. All the even- 
ing peals of thunder crashed over our heads, lightning 
illuminated the dark forest and Hashed through the 
open hut, the rain fell in torrents, and Don Miguel 
said that there was a prospect of being cut olf for sev- 
eral days from all communication with the opposite 
side of the river and from our luggage. Nevertheless, 
we passed the evening ^v'ith great satisfaction, smoking 
cigars of Copan tobacco, the most famed in Central 
America, of Don Miguel’s own growing and his wife’s 
own making. 

Don Miguel, like myself that evening, had but little 
vrearing apparel ; but he was an intelligen^ and educa- 
ted man, could read and write, bleed, and draw teeth 
or a law paper ; literary in his tastes, for he asked Au- 
gustin if we had any books : he said their being in 
English made no difference — ^books were good things ; 
and it was delightful to iiear }jim express his con- 
tempt for the understanding of Don Gregorio. He 
was a sub-tenant or the estate, at a rent of four dollars 
a year,om(i was g‘*nerally behindhand in his payments : 
he said he had not much to offer us ; but we felt, what 
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was better than a canopied bed, that we were welcome 
guests. In fact, all were pleased. His wife expected 
us to drive away Jicr fever and ague ; Bartolo made 
sure that we would reduce the protuberance of his 
stomach ; and Don Miguel liked our society. In these 
happy circumstances, the raging of the elements with- 
out did not disturb us. 

All day I had been brooding over the title-deeds of 
Don Jose Maria, and, drawing my blanket around me, 
suggested to Mr. Catherwood ‘‘ an operation.” (Hide 
your heads, ye speculators in up-town lots !) To buy 
Copan ! remove the monuments of a by- gone people 
from the desolate region in which they were buried, 
set them up in the great cornmereial emporium,” 
and found an institution to be the nucleus of a great 
national museum of American antiquities ! But quere. 
Could the “ idols” be removed ? They were on the 
banks of a river that emptied into the same ocean by 
w}ii<;ii the dock§ of New-York are washed, but there 
were rapids below ; and, in answer to my inquiry, Don 
Miguel said these were impassable. Nevertheless, I 
should have been •unworthy of having passed through 
the times that tried men’s souls” if I had not had an 
alternative ; and this was to exhibit by sample : to cut 
one up and rcniovc it in pieces, and make casts of the 
others. The casts of the Parthenon are regarded as 
precious iiu'inorials in the British Museum, and casts of 
Copan would be the same in New-York. Other ruins 
might be discovered even more interesting and more 
accessible. Very soon their existence wovdd become 
known and their value appreciated, and the friends of 
science and the aits in Europe would get possession of 
them. They lx longed of right to us, and, though we 
did not know how s o’ we might be kicked out our- 
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selves, I resolved that ours they should be ; with visions 
of glory and indistinct fancies of receiving the thanks 
of the corporation flitting before my eyes, I drew my 
blanket around me; and fell asleep. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

How to begin. — Commencement of Explorations. — Interest created by these 
Ruins. — Visit from the Alcalde. — Vexatious Suspicions. — A welcome Visiter. 
— Letter from General Cascara. — Buying a City. — Visit from Don Gregorio’s 
family. — Distribution of Medicines. 

At dayliglit the clouds still hung over the forest ; 
as the sun rose they cleared away ; our workmen 
made their appearance, and at nine o’clock we left the 
hilt. The branches of the trees were dripping Avet, 
and the ground very muddy. Trudging once more 
over the district Avhich contained the principal monu- 
ments, W(' were startled by the immensity of the work 
before us, and very soon we concluded that to explore 
the whole extent would be impossible. Our guides 
knew only of this .district ; but having seen columns 
beyond tlu- village, a league di.'^tant, Ave had reason to 
believH) that others Avere .strcAved in dilferent directions, 
completely buri(*\_l in \he woods, and entirely unknoAAUi, 
The woods Avere so dense that it Avas almo.st hopeless 
to lliink of penetrating them. Tlie only Avay to make 
a thorough exiiloration Avould be to cut doAvii tlie Avhole 
forest and burn the trees. This wa.s, incompatible Avith 
our imnicdiat('. purposes, might be (U)iisidered taking 
liberties, and could only be done in tlie. dry sea.'^on. 
Afti^r deliberation, avi*. resolved first to oljtain drawings 
of the sculptured columns. b^A^en in this there Avas 
great dillieulty. The <lesigns Avere A’ory complicated, 
and so diUVrent from anything Mr. CatherAvood had 
ever seen before as lo be pcJectly unintelligible.* The 
cutting was in very high relief, and required a strong 
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body of light to bring up the figures ; and the foliage 
was so thick, and the shade so deep, that drawing was 
impossible. 

After much consultation, we selected one of the 
‘‘ idols, and determined to cut down the trees around 
it, and thus lay it open to the rays of the sun. Here 
again was difficulty. There was no a^e ; and the only 
instrument which the Indians possessed was the ma- 
chete, or chopping-knife, which varies in form in differ- 
ent sections of the country ; wielded with one hand, it 
was useful in clearing away shrubs and branches, but 
almost harmless upon large trees ; and the Indians, as 
in the days when tlie Spaniards discovered them, ap- 
plied to work without ardour, carried it on with little 
activity, and, like children, were easily diverted from 
it. One hacked into a tree, and, when tirt^d, which 
happened very soon, sat down to rest, and another re- 
lieved him. While one -worked there were always 
several looking on. I reniembered the ring of the 
woodmaids axe in the forests at home, and wished for 
a few lorm-sided Green Mountain hovs. But we had 

O 

been buffeted into patience, and Avatehed the Indians 
while they hacked Avith tlieir machetes, and oven Avon- 
dered that they suceeede<l so Avell. At length the trees 
were felled and dragged aside, a space cleared around 
the base, Mr. C.^s frame set up, and ho set to Avork. I 
took tAvo Mestitzoes, Bruno and Francisco, and, offer- 
ing them a roAvard for every new discovery, Avith a 
compass in my liarid set out on a tour of ('xplorntion. 
Neither had seen ^‘the idols” up+d the morning of our 
first visit, Avhen they fc iowed in our train to laugh at los 
Ingleses ; but very soon they cxhi])itcd such an interest 
that I hired tliern. Driino attracted iny attention by his 
admiration, as T supposed, of my person; but I found it 
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was of my coat, which was a long shooting-frock, with 
many pockets ; and he said that he could make one 
just like it except the skirts. He was a tailor by pro- 
fession, and in the intervals of a great job upon a 
roundabout jacket, worked with his machete. But he 
had an inborn taste for the arts. As we passed through 
the woods, nothing escaped his eye, and he was profes- 
sionally curious touching the costumes of the sculptured 
figures. I Avas struck with the first develop^pient of 
their antiquarian taste. Francisco found the feet and 
legs of a statue, and Bruno a part of the body to match, 
and the effect was electric upon both. They searched 
and raked up the ground Avilh their machetes till they 
found the shoulders, and set it up entire except the 
head ; and they were both eager for the possession of 
instruments with Avliicli to dig and find this remaining 
fragment 

It is impossible to describe the interest ivith Avhich I 
explored tliese ruins. The ground Avas entirely neAv ; 
there Avere no guide-books or ’guides ; the Avhole Avas 
a virgin soil. We could not S(!C ten yards before us, 
and never kiunv what avo should stumble upon next. 
At one time we stopped to cut away branches and Aones 
Avliich concealed the face of a rnonument, and then to 
dig around and bring to light a fragment, a sculptured 
corner of wliich protruded from the earth, I leaned 
over Avirli brcatliless aiixi<*ty Avhile the Indians AVtuked, 
and an eye, an ear, a foot, or a hand w^as disentombed ; 
and Avhen the machete rang against the chiselled >tone, 
I pnslied the Indians aj\ay, and cleared out the loose 
earth Avith my liands. The beauty of the sculpture, the 
sohnnii stillness of the Avood«j iiii^turbed only by the 
scrambling of moiikt-ys luul the chattering of ptirrots, 
the desolation of the citv, and the mystery that hung 



120 


INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 


over it, all created an interest higher, if possible, than I 
had ever felt among the ruins of the Old World. After 
several hours’ absence I returned to Mr. Catherwood, 
and reported upward of fifty objects to be copied. 

I found him not so well pleased as t expected with 
my report. He was standing with his leet in the mud, 
and was drawing with his gloves on, lO protect his 
hands from the rnoschetocs. As we feared, the designs 
were s# intricate and complicated, the subjects so en- 
tirely new and unintelligible, that he had great diffi- 
culty in draAving. He had made several attempts, both 
with the camera lucida and without, but failed to sat- 
isfy himself or even me, who was less severe in criti- 
cism. The ‘‘ idol” seemed to d(dy his art ; two mon- 
keys on a tree on one side appeared to be laughing at 
him, and T felt discouraged and despondent. In fact, 
I made up my mind, with a pang of regret, that we 
must abandon the id(‘a of carrying away any materials 
for antiquarian speculation, and must be content with 
having seen them ourselves. Of that satisfaction no- 
thing could deprive us. We returned to the hut widi 
our interest undiminished, but saclly out of heart as to 
the result of our labours. 

Our luggage had not been abb; to cross the river, but 
the blue bag which had caused me so many troubles 
was recovered. 1 had offered a dollar reward, and 
Bartolo, the heir-apparent of the lesseeshi}) of our hut, 
had passed the day in the river, and found it entangled 
ill a bush upon the bank. His naked body seemed glad 
of its accidental washing, and Jlu bag, whieli we sup- 
posed to contain some of Mr. O/s drawing inat(‘.rials, 
being shaken, gave out a pair of old boots, which, how- 
ever, 'were at rlia* time worth their Aveight in gold, be- 
ing water-proof, , jjd c) eered Mr. Catherwood’s droop- 
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ing spirits, who was ill with a prospective attack of fe- 
ver and ague or rheumatism, from standing all day in 
the mud. Our men went home, and Frederieo had or- 
ders, before coming to work in the' morihiig, to go to 
Don Gregorio’s and buy bread, milk, candles, lard, and 
a. few yards of beef. The door of the hut looked to- 
Avard the west, and the sun set ov(*r the dark fort'st iii 
front v.dth a gorgeousness I have lu'ver seen surj)assf‘d. 
yVgaiii, during tlm night, we had rain, with IlmiKhu* and 
liglitning, but not so violent as tlie niglit bfdbre, and in 
the inoiuiing it was again clear. 

d’hat day Mr. Catherwood was nuudi inoia' sueecss- 
ful in Ills drawings ; indeed, at llu* Ix^ginning tin* light 
fell (‘.xaefly ns he wislied, and lie mastered tin* dillieidtv. 
llis ])reparalions. too, were niu<*h moia^ <a>nji’orta]>((*, as 
he had his water-proofs, and stood on ii piee*e of oil(*d 
canvass, nscfl for covering luggage on the- road. I 
]>;issed the morning iii sedeeting auotlun* mouinneut, 
clearing aw'ay the trees, and preparing it f(»r him to 
copy. At oiu^ o’clock Augu.stiu canui to call UiS to din- 
ner. Don Miguel had a ]>atch of b«'aus, from which 
Angnsliu gatlieiaal as many a< h«\pleas(‘d, aiul, v iih the 
fruits of a .standing order for all the eggs in tlw' village, 
lieing three or four a dav, strings (^f and bread and 

milk from tiie liacienda, we‘ di<l very well. In the af- 
tc'rnoou xve were again ealh'd oil’ by Augustin, with a 
message that the aleahh* had eonu' to ]>ay ii- a visit. 
As it was growing late, we broke up for tiu’ <lav, and 
W(Uit d>aek to tlie lint. We shook hands wiili tiie al- 
calde, and gave him ayd his attendants (dgarr', and were 
dispos(Ml to be sociable; but the dignitary was so tipsy 
lie could hardly speak. TTi attendants sat crouching 
on the ground, sv^diiging d.iCinselves on then* Krer 
joints, and, though tlir p >suions were diflVrent, rc- 
VoL. I.— q 11 
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minding us of the Arabs. In a few minutes the alcalde 
started up suddenly, made a staggering bow, and left 
us, and they all followed, Don Miguel with them. 
While we were at supper he returned, and it was easy 
to see that he, and his wife, and .Bartolo were in trou- 
ble, and, as avc feared, the matter concerned us. 

While we were Inisy with our own affairs, we had but 
little idea what a sensation we were creating in the vil- 
lage. Not satisfied with getting us out of his house, 
Don Gregorio wanted to get us out of the neighbour- 
hood. Unluckily, besides his instinctive dislike, we had 
offended him in drawing off some of his workmen by the 
high prices which, as strangers, we were obliged to pay, 
and he began to look upon us as rivals, and said cvery- 
wlierc that we were suspicious eharact(^rs ; that we 
should be the cause of disturbing the peace of Copan, 
and introducing soldiers and war into the neighbour- 
hood. In confirmation of this, two Indians })assed 
through the village, who reported that we had escaped 
from imprisonment, had 'been chased to the borders of 
Honduras by a detachment of twenty-five soldiers under 
Ijandaveri, the officer wlio arrested ns, and that, if we 
had been taken, wc would have lieen shot. The alcalde, 
who had been drunk ever since our arrival,- resolved to 
visit us, to solve the doubts of the village, and take 
tliose measure's wluch the presence of such dangerous 
persons and the safety of the country might rcejuire. 
But this doughty purpose Avas fi ustrated by a Indierous 
circumstance. *W(* made it a rule to carry our arms 
with us to the ruins, and when w' lelurned to the hut 
to rcccivei his visit, as usual, each of ns had a l)race 
of ]>ist()ls in his bedt and a gun in hand ; and our ap- 
pea>ui\:e w'>s s*; 1^ 'rujidablc* that the alcalde was friglit- 
ciied at hiji own roKlacitv in having ihouglil of catechi- 
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sing us, and fairly sneaked off. As soon as he reached 
the woods, his attendants reproached him for not ex- 
ecuting his purpose, and he said, doggedly, that he was 
not going to have anything to say to- men armed as wo 
were. Roused at the idea of our terrible appearance, 
we told Don Miguel to advise the alcalde and the peo- 
ple of the village that they had better keep out of our 
way and let us alone. Don Miguel gave a ghastly 
smile ; but all was not fmishefli He said that he had 
no doubt himself of our being good men, but we were 
suspected ; the country was* in a state of excitement ; 
and he was warned that he ought not to harbour us, and 
woj^ld get into difliculty by doing so. The poor wom- 
an (u)uld not conceal her distress. Her head was full 
of assassinations and murders, and though alarmiMl for 
their safety, she was not uninindlul ot ours *, she said 
lliaT, if any soldhus came into tlu^ village, we would be 
murd<'rcd, and b(‘gged us to go away. 

We Avere excee*dingly vexed and disturbed by these 
communications, but we had Ibo much at stake to con- 
sent to be driven away by apprehensions. We assured 
Don Migiud that no •harm eould happen to Viiiu ; that it 
was all false and vi mistake', and that wt' were above 
t^uspicion. At the sairn; time, in order to convince hinif 
I opened my trunk, and showed him a large bundle of 
papers, sealed credentials to the government and pri- 
vate letters of introduction in Spanish to prominent men 
in Guatimahi, describing me as Encargado de los 
Negoeios d(? los Estados T' nidus del Norte, and one 
very special from Don Antonio Aycineiia, now in this 
city? formerly colonel in the Ccnlral army, and banish- 
ed by Mora/an, to his brother tiio iMarqiiis Ayciiiena, 
the leader of the C*.ntral party, which vsas dominant 
in that district in the civ^’ war then raging, rccom- 
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mending me very highly, and stating my purpose of 
travelling through the country. This last letter was 
more important than anything else ; and if it had been 
directed to one of the opposite party in politics, if would 
have been against us, as confirming the suspicion of 
oiur being ‘‘ enhemigos.” Never was greatness So 
much under a shade. Though vexatious, it was almost- 
amusing to be obliged tp clear up our character to siicli 
a miserable party as Do® Miguel, his wife, and Barto- 
lo ; but it was indispeiisj^blc to relieve them from 
doubts and anxieties, enabling us to remain quietly in 
their wretched hut ; and the relief they experienced, and 
the joy of the woman in learning that we were tolera^y 
respectable people, noi^nemies, and not in danger of 
being put itp and shot at, were most grateful to us. 

Nevertheless, Don Miguel advised us to go to Guati- 
mala or to General Cascara, procure an order to visit 
the ruins, and tlien return. We had made a false step 
ill one particular ; we should have goi\c direct to Guati- 
inala, and returned wdth ar passport and letters from the 
government ; but, as we had no time to spare, and did 
not know wliat there was at Copan,^)robably if we had 
not taken it on tlie way wai should have missed it alto- 
gether. And we did not know that the country was so 
completely secluded ; tlie people are less aeeustorned to 
the sight of strangers tlian the Arabs about Mount Sinai, 
and they are much more suspicious. Colonel Galindo 
was the only stranger who had b<‘en there licfore us, 
and he could hai^ly be called a stranger, for he was a 
colonel ill the Central American ser ■ oe, and visited the 
ruins under a commission, from tl*c govcriiincnt. Our 
visit has perhaps had some inllucnce upon the feelings 
of the people; it has, it all events, taught Don Gre- 
gorio that St ranger ' are not easily got rid of; but 1 
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advise any one who wishes to visit these ruins in peace, 
to go to Guatimala first, and apply to the government 
for all the protection it can give. 'As to us, it was too 
late to think of this, and^ all we had to do .was to main- 
tain our ground as quietly as we could. We had no 
apprehension of soldiers coming from any other place 
;uercly to molest ns. Don Miguel told us, what we 
liad before observed, that there was not a musket in the 
village ; the quality and excijUencc of our arms were 
w'cll known ; the muleteer had reported that we were 
outrageous fellows, and lidfl threatened to shoot liim ; 
and the alcalde was an excessive coward. We formed 
an alliance, olVensive and defensive, with Don INIiguel, 
his wife, and Dartolo, and went to sleep. Don INIiguel 
and his wife, by-thc-way, were curious people ; they 
slept with their lieads at diirercnt ends of the bed, so 
that, in the unavoidable accompaniment of smoking, 
they could (dear each other. 

In the morning we were relieved from our diliiculty, 
and put in a position to hurl •defiance at the traducers 
of our character. While the workmen were gathering 
outside tlie hut, an Ifidiun courier came tre^tting through 
the cornfield up to the door, who inquired for Sehor 
JNIinistro; and inilliiig otf his petate, took i)ut of the 
crowm a letter, which he said he was ordered by Gen- 
eral Cascara to deliv('r into the right hands. It was di- 
rected to ‘‘ Sehor (hitherwood, ii Comotan o donde se 
halle,” conveying the expression of Gener'd Cascara’s 
regrc't for the arrest at Comotan, ascribing it to the ig- 
norance or mistake ol thc! alcalde and soldnu’s, and 
enclosing, l)(‘sid('s, a separate passport ior -^Ir. Cathcr- 
wood. i have great satisraodon la ackuou lodging the 
laa-cipt of this let!#; and the juoinptnr s with which 
GcJKTal Cascara dc-q'utLihed d to ‘‘Comotan, or wiier-^ 
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ever he may be found,” was no less than I expected 
from his character and station. I requested Don Mi- 
guel to read it aloud, told the Indian to deliver our com- 
pliments to General Cascara, and sent him to the vil- 
lage to breakfast, witli a donation which I knew would 
make him jiublish the story with right emphasis and 
discretion. Don Miguel smiled, liis wife laughed, and 
a few spots of white Hashed along Bartolo’s dirty skin. 
Stocks rose, and I re^i|p.ved to ride to the village, 
strengthen the cords of friendship with Don Jose Maria, 
visit onr patients, defy Doh Gregorio, and get up a 
party in Copaii. 

]Mr. Catherwood went to the ruins. to continue his 
dra^ylngs, and 1 to thaj.1dllage, taking Augustin with me 
to fire the Balize guns, and buy uj) eatables for a little 
more than tliey were worth. My lir.st visit was to Don 
Jose Maria. After clearing np our character, I broached 
the subject of a purchase of the ruins ; told him that, on 
account of my public business, I could not remaiji as 
long as I desired, but wdshed to return with spades, 
pickaxes, ladders, crowbars, and ukui, build a hut to 
live in, and make a thorough cxjdorathui ; that I could 
not incur the expense at the risk of binng refused per- 
mission to do so ; and, in short, in plain English, asked 
him, What will you take for the ruins ] I think lie was 
not more surprised than if I had asked to buy his poor 
old wife, our rheumatic patient, to practice medicine 
upon. lie seemed to <loubt wh:. h of us was out of his 
senses. The pKjperfy was su utterly worth h\ss tliat 
my wanting !•> buy it seemed very ispicioiis. On ex- 
amining the pajior, I foiuul that he. did not own the f(M', 
but held under a lease from Don Bernardo de Agiiila, 
of whicji thrc(5 years were unexpiAd. The tract con- 
sisted of about si.\ thousand acres, for which lie paid 
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eighty dollars a year ; he was at a loss what to do, but 
told me that he would reflect upon it, consult his wife, 
and give me an ansAver at the hut the next day. I then 
visited the alcalde, but he was too tipsy to be suscepti- 
ble of any impression ; prescribed for several patients ; 
and instead of going to Don Gregorio’s, sent him a 
polite request bv Don Jose Maria to mind his oaaui busi- 
ness and let us alone ; returned, and passed the rest of 
the day among tlie ruins. If^rained during the night, 
but aji&in cleared olf in the morning, and Ave were on 
the ground early. My business Avas to go around Avith 
Avorkmeii to clear aAvay trees and bushes, dig, and ex- 
cavate, and prepare monuments for Mr. Gather Avood to 
copy. While so engaged, I Aiiite called olf by a visit 
from Don Jose iMaria, Avho Avas .still undecided Avhat to 
do; and not Avishing to .appear too anxious, told him to 
take more time, and come again the next morning. 

The m^xt morning he came, and his condition aa'us 
truly pitiable. He Avas anxious to convert unproduc- 
tive prop<'rty into money^ biU afraid, and said that I 
Avas a stranger, and it might Inhig him into diliiculty 
Avitli the governnieirt. I again went into proof of char- 
acter, and engaged to save him havmh'.ss Avith the gov- 
ernnieut or release him. Don Miguel read my letters 
of reeomiiiendatioii, and re-read tlie letter of General 
Cascara. lb* Avas con\dnced, but these })a))ers did not 
give him a right to sell me his land ; the sluuh^ of sus- 
picion still lingered ; fl)r a Juiahg 1 opened my trunk, 
and put on a diplomatic coat, Avith a jfrolnsicni ol large 
t'ngle buttons, I had on a Panama hat, soaked AAUth 
rain and spotted with mud, a cheitk shirt, Avhite panta- 
loojis, y(*lI()AV up to the kjn*'*- Avilli iiiiid, and Avas about 
as outre as tlui negro king vho received a coiTf|:)aiiy of 
British ollicers on tiic of Africa in a cocked liat 
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and military coat, without any inexpressihles ; but Don 
Jose Maria could not withstand the buttons on my coat; 
the cloth was the finest he had ever seen ; and Don 
Miguel, and Jiis wife, and Bartalo realized fully that 
they had in their hut an illustrious incognito. The only 
question was who should find paper on which to draw 
the contract. I did not stand upon trifles, and gave 
Don Miguel some paper, who took oi:^ mutual instruc- 
tions, and appointed the next day for the execution of 
the deed. 

The reader is perhaps curious to know how old 
cities sell in Central America. Like other articles of 
trade, they are regulated by the quantity in market, 
and the demand; butj|fcot being staple articles, like 
cotton and indigo, they were held at fancy prices, and 
at that time were dull of sale. I paid fifty dollars for 
Copan. There was never any dilfieulty about price. 
I offered that sum, for which Don Jose Maria thought 
me only a fool ; if 1 had offered more, hr would prob- 
ably have considered me comething worse. 

We had regular communications with the hacienda 
bv means of Francisco, who brought* thence every morn- 
ing a large giiacal of milk, carrying it a distance of 
three miles, and fording tlic river twice. ^J^’hc ladies 
of the hacienda had sent us word that they intended 
paying us a visit, and this morning Don Gregorio’s 
wife appeored, leading a procession of all tlic women 
of the house, servants, and chiMren, with two of her 
sons. We receired tlumi among the ruins, seated tlicrn 
as well as wc could, and, as the first iCt of civility, gave 
Uiem cigars all around. It can hardly be b(dieved, but 
not one of tlu'in, not evi n Don Gr(‘gf)Tio\s sons, had 
ever seeii ih<* idols’ brfor(\ and now iIm'V w(‘re much 
more, carious to se - Mr. C.’s drawings. In fact, I be- 
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lieve it was the fame of these drawings that procured 
\is the honour of their visit. In his heart Mr. C. was 
not much happier to see them than the old don was to 
see us, as his work was stopped, and every day was 
precious. As I considered myself in a maimer the pro- 
prietor of the city, I was bound to do the honours ; and, 
having cleared paths, led them around, showing off all 
the lions as the cicerone does in the Vatican or the 
Pitti Palace ; but I could not keep them away, and, to 
the distress of INIr. C., brought them all back upon him. 

Obliged to give up work, we invited them down to 
the hut to see our accommodations. Some of them 
were' our patients, and reminded us that we had not 
sent the medicines we promised. ' The fact is, we avoid- 
ed giving medicines when we could, among other rea- 
sons, from an apprehension that if any one happened 
to die on our hands we should be held responsible ; 
but our reputation was established ; honours were buck- 
led on our backs, -Juul we were obliged to wear them. 
These ladies, in spite of Ddn Gregorio^s crustiness, 
had always treated us kindly, and we would fain have 
shown our sense of It in some other mode than by giv- 
ing them physic ; but, to gnitify them in their own way, 
we distributed among them powders and pills, with 
written directions for use ; and when they went away 
escorted them some distance, and Jiad the satisAiction 
of hearing that they avenged us on Don Gregorio by 
praises of our gallantry and attentions. 

VoL. I.— R 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Survey Of the Ruins. — Account of them by Huarros ami by Colonel Galindo. 
—Their Situation. — Their Extent.— Plan of Survey.— Pyramidal Structures. — 
Rows of Death’s Heads, — Remarkable Portrait. — “ Idols.” — Character of the 
Engravings. — Ranges of 'I^rraces. — A Portrait.— Courtyards. — Curious Altar. 
— Tablets of Hieroglyphics. — Gigantic Head. — Stone Quarries. — More Appli 
cants for Medicine. — “Idols” and Altars. — Buried Image. — Material of the 
Statue.s. — Idols originally painted. — Circular Altar. — Antiquity of Copan. 

That night them was no rain, and the next day, as 
the ground was somewhat dry, wc commenced a regu- 
lar survey of the ruins. It was my first essay in engi- 
neering. Our surveying apparatus was not very exten- 
sive. We had a good-Surveying compass, and the rest 
consisted of a reel of tape which Mr. C. had used in 
a survey of the ruins of Thebes and Jerusalem. My 
part of the business was very sciontifie. I had to direct 
the Indians in cutting straight lines tlirougli th(^ woods, 
make Rrimo and Frederieo sti(‘k their hats on poles 1o^ 
mark the stations, and mt'asure up to them. J'he. sec- 
ond day we were thoroughly in the spirit of it. 

That diiy Don Jose Maria refused*' to exf'eule tluj con- 
tract. Don Clregorio was the cause. He had eea.sed to 
interfere with us, but at the idea of our actually taking 
root in the neighhourhood he could not contain himself, 
and persuaded Don^Jose Maria that he ^vould get into 
difficulty by having anything to do with us ; he even 
told him that General Caseara's pa.ssport was worlli- 
less, and that Ghiieral Caseara himself had gom* over 
to Morazan. He ear a»d his ])onit for the iiionumt, but 
in the end we beat Jjim, and tlie contract was ex(‘cnted. 

After three days of v^ry hard luit very interc’sting la- 
bour, wc linislied the survey, the particulars of which I 
intend to indict upon the reader; but before doing so 
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I will mention the little that was previously known of 
these ruins, 

Huarros, the historian of Guatirnala, says, “ Fran- 
cisco do Fuentes, who wrote the Chtoniclcs of the King- 
dom of Guatirnala, assures us that in his time, that is, 
in the year 1700, the great circus of Copan still re- 
mained entire. This was a circular space surrounded 
by stone pyramids about six yards high, and very w’ell 
constructed. At the bases of these pyramids were fig- 
ures, both male and female, of very excellent sculpture, 
w’hieh then retained the colours they had been enam- 
elled with, and, wdiat w'as not less remarkable, the 
whole of them were habited in the Castilian costume. 
In the middle of this area, elevated above a flight of 
steps, was the ])lace of sacrifice. The sarins author af- 
firms that at a short distance from the circus there w^as 
a portal constructed of stone, on the columns of wdiich 
w'cre the figiir('s of men, likewise represented in Span- 
ish habits j w ith hose, and ruif around the neck, sword, 
(•ap, and short cloak. On entering the gatCAvay there 
are tw(^ fine stone pyramids, moderately large and 
lofty, from which is suspended a hammock that con- 
tains two human figures, one of each sex, clothed in the 
Indian style. Astonisliiiient is forcibly exeited on view*- 
ing this structure, because, large as it is, there is no ap- 
pearaiK^e of llu^ (.component parts being joim'd together ; 
and thougii entirely of one stone, and of an enormous 
weight, it may be put in motion by the slightest im- 
pulses of tilt' hand.-’ 

b>om this lime, that is, from tln^ year 1700, there is 
no account of these' ruins until tlie visit of Colonel Ga- 
lindo ill ISdO, |)'*fi)re refi . icd to, who examined tliem 
under a commission Iroiii the Ckaitrai American gov- 
ernment, and whose ci' nnuiiiicatioiis on the subject 
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were published in the proceedings of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society of Paris, and in the liitcrary G azette 
of London. He is the only man in that country who 
has given any attention at all to the subject of antiqui- 
ties, or who has ever presented Copan to the consider- 
ation of Europe and our own country. Not being 
an artist, his account is necessarily unsatisfactory and 
imperfect, but it is not exaggerated. Indeed, it falls 
short of the marvcdlous account given by Fuentes one 
hundred and thirty-five years before, and makes no 
mention of the moveable stone hammock, with the sit- 
ting figures, which were our great inducement to visit 
the ruins. No plans or drawings have ever been pub- 
lished, nor anything that can give even an idea of that 
valley of romance and wonder, where, as has been re- 
marked, the genii who attended on King Solomon seem 
to liave been the artists. 

It lies ill the district of country now kiiowii as the 
State of Honduras, one of the most* fertile valleys in 
Central America, and to this day famed for the supe- 
riority of its tobacco. Mr. Catherwood made several 
attempts to determine the longitude, but the arlifieial 
horizon which wc took with us expressly for sucli pur- 
poses luid become bent, and, like the barometer, was 
useless. The ruins are on the left bank of tlie Copan 
River, which empties into the Motagua, and so pa.sses 
into the Bay of Honduras near Omoa, distant jierhaps 
three liundred miles from the ‘='ea. The Copan River 
is not navigable, even for canoes, except for a short 
lime in the rainy seasoi Falls inierrupt its coursi! l)c- 
fore it empties into the Motagua. Cortez, in his terri- 
ble journey from Mf^xiro to Honduras, of the Jiardsliips 
of whicR, ev n now, 'when ihc country is comparatively 
open, and free from masses of enemies, it is diflicult to 
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form a conception, must have passed within two days’ 
march of this city. 

The extent along the river, as ascertained by monu- 
ments still found, is more than two miles. There is 
one monument on the opposite side of the river, at the 
distance of a mile, on the top of a mountain two tliou- 
sand feet high. Whether the city ever crossed the 
river, and extended to that moniiiiicnt, it is impossible 
to say. I believe not. At the rear is an unexplored 
forest, in which there may be ruins. There are no re- 
mains of palaces or private buildings, and the principal 
part is that which stands on the bank of the river, and 
may, perhaps, with propriety be called die Temple. 

This temple is an oblong enclosure. The front or 
river wall extends on a right linti north and south six 
hundred and twenty-four feet, and it is from sixty to 
ninety feet in bright. It is made of cut stones, from 
three to six fimt in length, and a foot and a half in 
breadth. In many place^s the stones have been llirowii 
down by bushes growing out of tlic crevices, and in 
one place there is a s:nall opening, from which the ruins 
are sojiiclimos called ’by the Indians Las Vciitanas, or 
the windows. The other three sides consist of ranges 
of stejis and j)yr;uuid;d stmctiires, rising from thirty to 
one hundred laid forty feet in Iieight on the slope. 
whole line of survey is two thousand, eight hundred and 
rsixty-six feet, which, though gigantic and extraordinary 
for a rniued structure of the aborigines, that the read- 
er’s imagination may not mislead liim, 1 'consider it ne- 
cessary to say, is not so large as tlie base of the great 
Pyramid of (Ihizeli. 

The engraving opposite gl'-es the plan atmording to 
our survey, a reference to which will assist the reader 
to understand the descript’ ui. 

J 2 
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To begin on the right : Near the southwest corner of 
the river wall and the south wall is a recess, which was 
probably once occupied by a colossal monument front- 
ing the water, no part of which is now visible ; proba- 
bly it has fallen and been broken, and the fragments 
have been buried or washed away by the floods of the 
rainy season. Beyond are the remains of two small 
pyramidal structures, to the largest of which is attached 
a wall running along the west bank of the river ; this 
appears to have been one of the principal walls of the 
city ; and between the two pyramids there seems to 
have been a gateway or principal entrance from the 
water. 

The south wall runs at right angles to the river, be- 
ginning tvith a range of steps about thirty feet high, and 
each step about eighteen inches square. At the south- 
east corner is a massive pyramidal structure one hun- 
dred and twenty feet high on the slope. On the right 
are other remains of terraces and pyramidal buildings ; 
and here also was prdbably a gateway, by a passage 
about twenty feet wide, into a quadrangular area two 
hundred and fifty feet square, ttvo sides of which are 
massive pjTamids one hundred and twenty feet high on 
the slope. 

At the foot of these structures, and in diflerent parts 
of the qiiaclrang!ilar area, are numerous remains of 
sculpture. At the point marked E is a eoWsal monu- 
ment richly sculptured, faUen, and ruined. Behind it 
fragments of sculpture, thrown from their placets by 
trees, are strewed nd lying loose on the side of the 
pyramid, from the base to the top; and among them our 
attention was forcibly arrested by rows of death’s heads 
of gigantic proportions, still standing in their places 
about half way up the side of the pyramid ; the effect 
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was extraordinary. The engraving which follows rep- 
resents one of thcna. 



At the time of our visit, we had no doubt that these 
were deatH^s heads ; but it has been suggested to me 
that the drawing is more like the scull of a monkey 
than that of a man. And, in connexion with this re- 
mark, I add' what attracted our attention, though not 
so forcibly at the lime. AmonTg the fragments on this 
side were the remains of a colossal ape or baboon, 
strongly resembling iTi outline and appearance the four 
monstrous animals which once stood in front attached 
to the base of the obelisk of Luxor, now in Paris,* and 
which, under the name of Cynocephali, were worship- 
ped at Thebes. This fragment was about six feet high. 
The head was wanting ; the trunk lay on the side of the 
pyramid, and we rolled it down several steps, when it 
fell among a* mass of stones, from which we could not 
disengage it. We had no such idea at the time, but 
it is not absurd to suppose the sculptured sculls to be 
intended for the heads of n^onkeys, and that these ani- 

♦ As it gtaiuls in Paris, these <i;;’jres are wanting to make it comj^eie as it 
stood at Thebes, the obelisk alone h- ing been removed. 
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mals were worshipped as deities by the people who 
built Copan. 

Among the fragments lying on the ground, near this 
place, is a remarkable portrait, of which the following 
engraving is a representation. It is probably the por 



trait of some king, eliieftain, or sage. The mouth is 
injured, and part of the ornament over the 'wreath that 
crowns the head. The expression is noble and severe, 
and the whole character sho»vs a close imitation of na- 
ture. 

At the point mark( J P stand.*^ one of the columns or 

idols” which give the peculiar character to the ruins 
of Copan, the frojA of which forms the frontispiece to 
this vohime, iui(> to which I particularly request the at- 
tention of ilic rtjadcr. It stands with its face to the 
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east, about six feet from the base of tha pyramidal wall. 
It is thirteen feet in height, four feet in front, and three 
deep, sculptured on all four of its sides from the base 
to the top, and one of the richest and most elaborate 
specimens in the whole extent bf the ruins. Originally 
it was painted j the marks of red colour being still dis- 
tinctly visible. Before it, at a distance of about eight 
feet, is a large block of sculptured stone, which the In- 
dians call an altar. The subject of the front is a full- 
length figure, the face wanting beard, and of a f(>minine 
cast, though the dress seems that of a man. On the 
two sides are rows of hieroglyphics, whit;b probably 
recite* the history of this mysterious per?->nage. 

As the monuments Speak for therr^t'lves, I shall ab- 
stain from any verbal description : und I have so many 
*o present ito ttic^^reader, all dirfering very greatly in 
detail, tliaf It will be impossii>le, v ithin reasonable lim- 
its, to present our own s|'^‘Culations as to their charac- 
ter. I will only ren^ark tha^> from the beginning, our 
great objeet and efibrt wa^ to procure true copies of the 
originals, adding nothing for effect as pictures. Mr. 
Catherwood made tlN? outline of all the drawings with 
the camera lucida, and divided his paper into sections, 
wo as to preserve the utmost accuracy of proportion. 
The i^igravings were made with the same regard to 
triitA, from drawings reduced by Mr. Catherwood him- 
ijjclf, the originals being also in the hands of the engra- 
ver ; and I consider it proper to mention that a portion 
of them, of •which the frontispiece was* one, were sent 
4o London, and executed by engravers on wood whose 
names stand among tfic very first in England ; yet, 
though done with evqiiisiu; skill, and most effective as 
pictures, they failed in giving the true character and 
expression of the origiiia! ' ; and, at some considerable 

VoL. I.— S 
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loss both of tim^ and money, were all thrown aside, 
and re-engraved on steel. Proofs of every plate were 
given to Mr. Catherwood, who made such corrections 
as were necessary ;• and, in my opinion, they are as 
true copies as can be presented ; and, except the stones 
themselves, the reader cannot have better materials for 
speculation and study. 

Following the wall, at the place marked C is anoth- 
er monument or idol of the same size, and in many re- 
spects similar. The engraving opposite represents the 
back. The character of this image, as it attends at the 
foot of the pyramidal wall, with masses of fallen stone 
resting againsi its base, is grand, and it would be diffi- 
cult to exceed tlu, richness of the ornament and sharp- 
ness of the sculpture This, too, was painted, and the 
red is still distinctly viable. ■ 

The whole quadrangle is ovbrgrowii with trees, and 
interspersed with Iragments of fine sculpture, partic- 
ularly on the east side, and at the northeast corner is a 
narrow passage, which was piobably a third gateway. 

On the right is a confused range of toTraces running 
off into the forest, ornamented with death’s heads, some 
of which are still in position, and others lying about as 
tiiey have fallen or been thrown down. TurniiAg north- 
ward, the range on the left hand conlimics a high, 
massive pyramidal structure, with trees growing out of 
it to the very top. At a short distance is a d( tache«l 
pyramid, tolerably perfect, marked on the plan Z, about 
fifty feet square? and thirty feet high. The range con- 
tinues for a distanc of about four hundred feet, de- 
creasing somewhat in height, and along this there are 
but fe\y remains e ^ sculpture. 

Thci range of structures turns at right angles to the 
left, and rims to the river, joining thd other extremity 
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of the wall, at which we began our survey. The bank 
was elevated about thirty feet above the river, and had 
been protected by a wall of stone, most of which had 
fallen down. Among the fragments lying on the ground 
on this side is the portrait here given. 



The plan was complk'atcd, and, the whole ground 
being overgrown •with trees, dillieult to make out. 
There was no entire pyramid, but, at most, two or 
three pyramidal sides, and these joined on to terraces 
or other structures* of the same kind. Beyond the 
wall of ('nclosuro were walls, lerrae(*s, and pyramidal 
elevation;'' running off into the forest, which some- 
times confused us. Probably the whole was not erect- 
ed at .th(? stimc time, but additions AV(*rc made and 
statues erected by different kings, or, perhaps, in com- 
memoration of important events in the history of the 
city. Along the whole line were ranges of steps with 
pyramidal elevations, probably eroAviied on the top with 
buildings or altars now ruined. \U these steps and the 
pyramidal sides w re painted, and the reader may ima- 
gine the effect the whole country was clear of 

forest, and priest and people were ascending from the 
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outside to the terraces, and thence to the holy places 
within to pay their adoration in the temple. 

Within this enclosure are two rectangular court- 
yards, having -ranges of steps ascending to terraces. 
The area of each is about forty feet above the river. 
Of the larger and most distant from the river the steps 
have all fallen, and constitute mere mounds. On one 
side, at the foot of the pyramidal wall, is the monument 
or “ idol” marked B, of which the engraving repre- 
sents the front. It is about the same height with the 
others, but differs in shape, being larger at the top 
than below. Its appearance and character are tasteful 
and pleasing, but the sculpture is in much lower relief ; 
the expression of the hands is good, though somewhat 
formal. The figure of a man shows the relative height. 
The back and sides are covered with hieroglyphics. 

Near this, at the point marked A, is a remarkable 
altar, which perhaps presents as curious a subject of 
speculation as any monument in Copan. The altars, 
like the idols, arc all of a single block of stone. In 
general they are not so richly ornamented, and are 
more faded and worn, or covered with moss: some 
were completely buried, and of others it was difficult to 
make out more than the form. All differed in fashion, 
and doubtless had some distinct and peculiar reference 
to the idols before which they stood. This stands on 
four globes cut out of the same stone ; the sculpture is 
in bas-relief, and it is the only specimen of that kind 
of sculpture found at Copan, all the rest being in bold 
alto-relievo. It is si* feet square and four feet high, 
and the top is divided into thirty-six tablets of hiero- 
glyphics, which beyond doubt record some event in the 
history cf the mysterious people who once inhabited the 






The next, two engravings exhibit tie', ibiir sides of this 
altar. Each side represents four individuals. On the 
west side arc the two principal personages, chiefs or 
warriors, with their faces opposite each other, and ap- 
parently engaged in argument or negotiation. The 
other fourteen are divided into two equal parties, and 
seem to be following their lead*'' -. I'laeh ot the two 
principal figures is ated ^ross-legged, in tlic Oriental 
fashion, on a hieroglypinc which probably designates 
his name and office, or chatacter, and on three of which 
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the serpent forms part. Between the two principal per- 
sonages is a remarkable cartouche, containing two hie- 
roglyphics well preserved, which reminded us strong- 
ly of the Egyptian methq^ of giving the names of the 
kings or heroes in whose honour monuments were erect- 
ed. The headdresses are remarkable for their curious 
and complicated form ; the figures have all breastplates, 
and one of the two principal characters holds in his 
hand an instrument, which may, perhaps, be considered 
a sceptre ; each of the others holds an object which can 
be only a subject for speculation and conjecture. It 
may be a weapon of war, and, if so, it is the only thing 
of the kind found represented at Copan. In other 
countries, battle-scenes, warriors, and weapons of war 
are among the most prominent subjects of sculpture ; 
and from the entire absence of them here there is rea- 
son to believe that the people were not warlike, but 
peaceable, and easily subdued. 

The other courtyard is near tl->c river. By cutting 
down the trees, we discovered the entrance to be on 
the north side, by a passage thirty feet wide and about 
three hundred feet long. On the right is a high range 
of steps rising to the terrace of the river wall. At the 
foot of this are six circular stones, from eighteen inches 
to three feet in diameter, perhaps once the pedestals of 
columns or monuments now fallen and buried. On the 
left side of the passage is a high pyramidal structure, 
with steps six feet high and nine feet broad, like the 
side of one of the pyramids a* Saccara, and one hun- 
dred and twenty-tv feet high on the slope. The top 
is fallen, and has two immense Ceiba trees growing out 
of it, the roots of which have thrown down the stones, 
and no'v bind the top of the pyramid. At the end of 
the passage is the area or courtyard, probably the great 
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circus of Fuentes, but which, instead of being circular, 
is rectangular, one hundred and forty feet long and nine- 
ty broad, with steps on all the sides. This was proba- 
bly the most holy place in the temple. Beyond doubt 
it had been the theatre of great events and of imposing 
religious ceremonies ; but what those ceremonies were, 
or who were the actors in them, or what had brought 
them to such a fearful close,* were mysteries which it was 
impossible to fathom. There was no idol or altar, nor 
were there any vestiges of tUem. On the left, standing 
alone, two thirds of the up the steps, is the gigan- 
tic head opposite. It is moved a little from its place, 
and a portion of the ornament on one side has been 
thrown doWn some distance by the expansion of the 
trunk of a large tree, as shown py ^the drawing. The 
head is about six fee,t high, and the style good. Like 
many of the others, with the great expansion of the 
eyes it seems intended to inspire awe. On either side 
of it, distant about thStj^r for|^ feet, and rather lower 
down, are other fragments of sculpture of colossal di- 
mensions and good design, and at the foot are two co- 
lossal heads turned over and partly buried, well worthy 
the attention of future travellers and artists. The 
whole area is overgrown with trees and encumbered 
with decayed vegetable matter, with fragments of curi- 
ous sculpture protruding above the surface, which, prob- 
ably with many others completely buried, would be 
brought to li^ht by digging. 

On the opposite side, parallel with the river, is a 
range of fifteen steps to*a terrace twelve feet wide, and 
then fifteen steps more to mother terrace twenty feet 
wide, extending to tne river wall. On each side of the 
centre of the steps is a rrioand of ruins, apparently of 
a circular tower. About half way up the steps on this 
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side is a pit five feet square and seventeen feet deep, 
cased with stone. At the bottom is ah opening two 
feet four inches high, with a wall one foot nine inches 
thick, wliich leads into a chamber, ten feet long,, five 
feet eight inches wide, and four feet high. At each end 
is a niche one foot nine inches high, one foot eight inch- 
es deep, and two feet five inches long. Colonel Galin- 
do first broke into this sepulchral vslqlt, and found* the 
niches and the ground fuU of red ecu^thenware dishes 
and pots, more than fifty of yrhich, he says, were full 
of liurnan bones, packed in lime. Also several sharp- 
edged and pointed knives of chaya, a small death’s 
head carved in a fine green stone, its eyes nearly closed, 
the lower features distorted, and the back symmetrical- 
ly perforated by holes, the whole of exquisite work- 
manship. Immediately above the pit which leads to 
this vault is a passage leading through the terrace to 
the river wall, from which, as before mentioned, the 
ruins are sometimes called Ventanas, or the win- 
dows. It is one foot eleven inches at the bottom, and 

one foot at the top, in I | this form, and barely 

large enough for a man to crawl through on his face. 

There were no remains of buildings. In regard to 
the stone hammodk mentioned by Fuentes, and which, 
in fact, was our great inducement to visit these ruins, 
we made .special inrpn’ry and search for it, but saw no- 
thing of it. C' lonel Gaiuido does not mention it. 
Still it may have existed, and may be there still, broken 
and buried- The ])adfc of Gualan told us that he had 
seen it, and in our inquiries among the Indians we met 
with brui wlio told ns that he had heard his father say 
that his father, two generations back, had spoken of such 
a monument. 
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I have omitted the particulars of our survey ; the dif- 
ficulty and labour of opening lines through the trees ; 
climbing up the' sides of the ruined pyramids ; meas- 
uring steps, and the aggravation of all these from our 
want of materials and help, and our imperfect knowl- 
edge of the language. The people of Copan could not 
comprehend what we were about, and thought we were 
practising sorne black art to discover hidden treasure. 
J3runo and Francisco, our principal coadjutors, were 
completely mystified, and even the monkeys seemed 
embarrassed and confused ; these counterfeit present- 
ments of ourselves aided not a little in keeping alive the 
strange interest that hung over the place. They had 
no ‘‘ monkey tricks,” but were grave and solemn as if 
officiating as the guardians of consecrated ground. In 
the morning they were quiet, but in the afternoon they 
came out for a promenade on the tops of the trees ; and 
sometimes, as they looked steadfastly at us, they seemed 
on the point of asking .qs why we disturbed the repose 
of the ruins. I have omitted, too, what aggravated our 
hardships and disturbed our sentiment, apprehensions 
from scorpions, and bites of moschetoes and garrapatas 
or ticks, the latter of which, in spite of precautions (pan- 
taloons tied tight over our boots and coats buttoned 
close in the throat), got under our clothes, and buried 
themselves in the flesh ; at night, moreover, the Jnit of 
Don Miguel was alive with fleas, to protect ourselves 
against which, on the third night of our arrival we 
sewed up the sides and one end of our sheets, and 
thrust ourselves into i\\em as we would into a sack. 
And while in the way of mentioning our troubles I may 
add, that during this time the flour of the hacienda gave 
out, we were cut ofT from bread, and brought down to 
tortillas. 

VoL. I.— T 
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The day after our survey was finished, as a relief we 
set out for a walk to the old stone quarries of Copan. 
Very soon we abandoned the path along the river, and 
turned off to- the left. The grmnd was broken, the 
forest thick, and all the way we had an Indian before 
us with his machete, cutting down branches and sap- 
lings. The range lies about two miles north from the 
river, and runs cast and west. At the foot of it we 
crossed a Avild stream. The side of the mount- 
ain was overgrown with bushes and trees. The top 
was bare, and commanded a magnificent view of a 
dense forest, broken only by the winding of the Copan 
River, and the clearings for the haciendas of Don Gre- 
gorio and Don Miguel. The city was buried in forest 
and entirely hidden from sight. Imagination peopled 
the ({uarry Avifh workmen^ and laid bare the city to their 
view. IIor(?, as the sculptor worked, he turned to the 
theatre of his. glory, as the Greek did to the Acropolis 
of Athens, and dreamed of injpaortal fame. Little di^ 
he imagine that the time would come when his worl« 
Avonld perish, his race be extinct, his city a desolation 
and abode for reptiles, for strang*ers to gaze at and won- 
der by what race it, had once been inhabited. 

The stone is of a soft grit. The range extended a 
long distance, seemingly unconscious that stone enough 
had been taken from its sides to build a city. How the 
huge masses were transported over the irregular and 
broken surface we had crossed, and particularly hoAV 
one of them was set up on the top of a mountain two 
thousand feet high, it was impQssible to conjecture. In 
many places were blocks which had been quarried out 
and rejected for some defect ; and at one spot, midway 
in a 'ravine leading toward the river, was a gigantic 
block, much larger than ail^ we saw in the city, which 
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was probably on its way thither, to be carved and set 
up as an ornament, when the labours of the workmen 
were arrested. LikoAe imfinished blocks in the quar- 
ries at Assouan andfla tfie Pentelican Mountain, it re- 
mains as a memorial of baffled human plans. 

We Temained all day oh the top of the range. The 
close forest in which we had been labouring made us 
feel more Sensibly the beauty of the extended view. On 
the top of the Tange was a quarried l:)lock. With the 
cliay stone found ^mong the ruins, and supposed to be 
the instrument of sculpture, we wrote our names upon 
it. They stand alone, and few will ever see them. 
Late in the afternoon we returned, and striiek the river 
about a mile above the ruins, near a stone wall with a 
circular building and a pit, apparently for a reservoir. 

As we approached our hut wc saw two horses with 
side-saddles tied outside, and heard the cry of a child 
within. A party had arrived, consisting of an old 
woman and her daughter, son, and his wife and child, 
and their visit Avas to the rnetiicos. We had had so 
many applications for remedios, our list of patients had 
increased so rapidly, hud we had been so much annoy- 
ed every evening with Aveighiiig and measuring medi- 
cines, that, inlluenced also by the apprehensions before 
referred to, Ave had given out our intention to discon- 
tinue practice ; but our fame had extended so far that 
these people had actually come from be\oiid San An- 
tonio, more than thirty miles distant, to be cured, and 
it Avas hard t6 send them away without doing something 
for them. As Mr. C. was the medico in Avhom the 

t 

public had most confidence, I scarcely paid any atten- 
tion to them, unless to observe that they Avere much 
more respectable in dress and appearance than imy pa- 
tients we had had except the members of Don Orego- 
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rio^s family ; but during the evening I was attracted 
by the tone in which the mother spoke of the daughter, 
and for the first time noticed in the latter an extreme 
delicacy of figure and a pretty with a neat shoe 
and clean stocking. She had a shawl drawn over her 
head, and on speaking to her she removed the shawl, 
and turned up a pair of the most soft and dovelike eyes 
that mine ever met. She was the first of otir patients 
in whom I took any interest, and I could not deny my- 
self the physician’s privilege of taking her hand in 
mine. While she thought we were consulting in re- 
gard to her malady, we ^Vere speaking of her interesting 
face ; but the interest which we took in her was melan- 
choly and painful, for we felt that she was a delicate 
flower, born to bloom but for a season, and, even at the 
moment of unfolding its beauties, doomed to die. 

The reader is aware that our hut had no partition 
walls. Don Miguel and his wife gave up their bed to 
two of the women ; she herself slept on a mat on the 
ground with the other. ** Mrf^, slept in his hammock, 
I on my bed of Indian corn, and Don Miguel and the 
young men under a shed out of doors. 

I passed two or three days more in making the clear- 
ings and preparations, and then Mr. Catherwood hjad 
occupation for at least a month. When we turned off 
to visit these ruins, we did not expect to find employ- 
ment for more than two or three days, and I did not 
consider myself at liberty to remain longer. I appre- 
hended a desperate chase af cr a government ; and fear- 
ing that among tnese ruins T mjght wreck my own po- 
litical fortunes, and bring reproach upon my political 
friends, I thought it safer to set out in pursuit. A 
council was called at the base of an idol, at which Mr. 
C. and I were both present. It was resumed in Don 
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Miguel’s hut. The subject was discussed in all its 
bearings. All the excitement in the village had died 
away ; we were alone and undisturbed ; Mr. C. had un- 
der his dominion Bruno and Francisco, Don Miguel, 
his wife, and Bartolo. We were very reluctant to sep- 
arate, but it was agreed, nem. con., for me to go on to 
Guatimala, and for Mr. Catherwood to remain and fin- 
ish his drawings, Mr. Catherwood did remain, and, 
after many privations and difficulties, was ‘'Compelled to 
leave on account of illness. He returned a second 
time and completed them, and I give the result of the 
whole. 

At a short distance from the Teniplc, within ter- 
raced walls, probably once connected with the main 
building, are the idols” which give the distinctive 
chareiott^r to the ruins of Copan ; and if the reader will 
look on the map, and follow the line marked “ path- 
way to Don Miguel’s house,” toward the end on the 
right he will see the pbee where they stand. Near as 
they are, the forest was so dense that one could not be 
secji from ilie other. In order to ascertain tluhr juxta- 
position, we cut vistas through the trees, and took tlio 
bearings and distances ; and I introduce them in the or- 
der 111 which they stand. The first is on the left of the 
pathway, at the point marked K. This statue is fallen 
and the faca; destroyed. It is tweh’tj ha't high, three 
fe(H three inches on oin; sid(*, and four fei*.t on tin* other. 
The altar is sunk in the earth, and we giv(' no drawing 
>J)f either. 

At a distance of tw 9 hundia’d feet stands the one 
inark(id S. It is eleven f-ag. fugiil itiehes high, three 
feet four iindu^s on eacdi s’'^e, and staiuis Avith its front 
to the east on a pcuost-l * ft'et s([uare, the Avhol^ rest- 
ing on a circular stone foundatit u sixteen feet in diam- 
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eter. Before it, at a distance of eight feet ten inches, 
is an altar, partly buried, three feet three inches above 
the ground, seven feet square, and standing diagonally 
to the “idol.”- It is in high relief, boldly sculptured, 
and in a good state of preservation. 

The engravings which follow represent the front and 
back view. The front, from the absence of a beard 
and from the dress, we supposed to be the figure of a 
woman, and the countenance presents traits of individ- 
uality, leading to the supposition that it is a portrait. 

The back is a different subject. The head is in the 
centre, with complicated ornaments over it, the face 
broken, the border gracefully disposed, and at the foot 
are tablets of hieroglyphics. The altar is introduced 
on one side, and consists of four large heads strangely 
grouped together, so as not to be easily made out. It 
could not be introduced in its proper place without 
hiding the lower part of the “ idol.” In drawing the 
front, Mr. Catherwood always stood between the altar 
and the “ idol.” * 
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A little behind this is the monument marked T. It 
IS one of the most beautiful in Copan, and in work- 
manship is equal to the finest Egyptian sculpture. 
Indeed, it would be impossible, with the best instru- 
ments of modern times, to cut stones more perfectly. 
It stands at the foot of a wall of steps, with only the 
head and part of the breast rising above the earth. 
The rest is buried, and probably as perfect as the por- 
tion which is now visible. When wc first discovered 
it, it was buried up to the eyes. Arrested by the beau- 
ty of the sculpture, and by its solemn and mournful 
position, we commenced excavating. As the ground 
was level up to that mark, the excavation Avas made 
by loosening the earth Avith the machete, and scoop- 
ing it out Avith the hands. As Ave proceeded, the earth 
formed a wall around and increased the labour. The 
Indians struck so carelessly A\dth their machetes, that, 
afraid to let them Avork near the stone, avc cleared it 
Avlth ojir OAvn hands. It Avas impossible, liOAvever, 
to continue ; the eartli Avas matted together by roots 
Avhicli entAvined and bound the monument. It requi- 
red a complete throAAnng out of the earth for ten or 
twelve feet around ; and without any proper instru- 
ments, and afraid of injuring the seiiljiture, avc prefer- 
red to let it remain, to be excavated by ourselves at 
some future time or by some future traveller. Wlio- 
cver ho may be, I almost envy him the satisfaction of 
doing it. The outline of the trees growing around it 
is given in the engraving. 
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Toward the south, at a distance of fifty feet, is a 
mass of fallen sculpture, with an altar, marked R on 
the map ; and at ninety feet distance is the statue 
marked Q, standing with its front to the cast, twelve 
feet high and three feet square, on an oblong pedestal 
seven feet in front and six feet two inches on the sides. 
Before it, at a distance of eight feet three inches, is an 
altar five feet eight inches long, three feet eight inches 
broad, and four feet high. 

The face of this “idol” is decidedly that of a man. 
The beard is of a curious fashion, and joined to the 
mustache and hair. The cars are large, though not 
resembling nature ; the expression is grand, the mouth 
partly open, and the eyeballs seem starling from the 
sockets ; the intention of the sculptor seems to have 
been to excite terror. The feet are ornamented with 
sandals, probably of the skins of some wild animals, in 
the fashion of tliat day. 

The back of this monument cohtrasts remarkably 
with the horrible portrait in front. It has notliing gro- 
tesque or pertaining to the rude conceits of Indiiuis, but 
is noticeable for its extreme grace' and beauty. In our 
daily Avalks we often stopped to gaze at it, and the more 
wc gaz(‘d the more it grew upon us. Others seemed 
intended to inspire terror, and, with their altars Ijc.'fore 
tliem, sometimes suggested the idea of a blind, bigoted, 
and superstitious people, and sacrifices of human vi<*- 
tims. This always hdt a ])leasiiig impression ; and there 
was a higher interest, for v. o <M.>usidered that in its mo 
dallion talilets the p(*ople wiio reared it liad published 
a rcccnd cd' themselves, through wliieh ^yc might oiie 
day ia>l(] confi'renei* with a ptna’shed raee, and uiivc'il 
the mjslery that hung over the city. 
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At a distance of one hundred and forty- two feet in a 
southeasterly direction is the idol marked P. It stands 
at the foot of a wall rising in steps to the height of thirty 
or forty feet ; originally much higher/ but the rest fallen 
and in ruins. Its face is to the north ; its height eleven 
feet nine inches, the breadth of its sides three feet, and 
the pedestal is seven feet square. Before it, at a dis- 
tance of twelve feet, is a colossal altar. It is of good 
workmanship, and lias been painted red, though scaree- 
Jy any vestige of the paint remains, and the surface is 
linn*-Avorn. The two engravings given opposite repre- 
sent the front and back view. TIh^ fornan* appears to 
re]iresent the portrait of a king or hero, perhaps erected 
into a deity. It is judged to be a portrait, from certain 
marks oT individuality in the features, also observable in 
most of the others, and its sex is aseerta.im‘d by the 
beard, as in tin*. Kgvqitiaii monuments, thougli this has 
:i mustache, which is not found in .Egyptian jiortraits. 

The ba(?k of this idol, again, presents an entirely dif- 
l(nent subject, consisting of tablets, each containing 
two ligures oddly groiqied togetlan-, ill-formt^d, in some 
cases Avith hideous heads, while in others the natural 
couiitenanee is preserved. The ornanunits, diadems, 
and dresses are interesting, but wliat these personag(‘s 
arc doings or sulfering it is impossible to make out. 
Tiiis statue had suffered so miicli from the aeliou of 
time and weather, that it w;ls not always easy to make 
out the characters, the light being in all eases very bad, 
and coming through irregular openings among the 
branches of trees. 

The stone of which all tnese altars and statues are 
made is a soft grit-stone, from the ijuarries before re- 
ferred to. At the quarrit we observed many blocks 
with liard fliiil-stoiu's di.>tr buted through them, whicli 
VoL. I.— U 
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had been rejected by the workmen aftejf they were 
quarried out. The back of this monument had con- 
tained two. Between the second and third tablets the 
flint has been picl^d out, and the sculpture is blurred ; 
the other, in the last row but one from the bottom, re- 
mains untouched. An inference from this is, that the 
sculptor had no instruments witli which he could cut 
so hard a stone, and, consequently, tliat iron was un- 
known. We had, of course, directed our searches and 
inquiries particularly to this point, but did not Inid any 
pieces of iron or other metal, nor could we h(‘ar of any 
having ever been found there. Don Miguel had a col- 
lection of chay or flint stones, cut in the shapes of ar- 
row-heads, wliich he thought, and Don INfiguel was no 
fool, were the instruments employed. They were suf- 
ficiently hard to scratch into the stone. Perhaps by 
men accustomed to th(‘- use of them, the wholi; of these 
deep relief ornaments might have been scratched, but 
tlie chay stones themselves looked as if they had bfjeii 
cut by metal. 

The engraving opposite represents the altar as it 
stands before the last monumeiTt. It is seven feet 
square and four feet high, richly sculptured on all its 
sides. The front represents a death's head. The top 
is sculptured, and contains grooves, perhaps for the 
passage of the blo«d of victims, animal or human, offer- 
ed in sacrifice. The trees in the engraving give an 
idea of the forest in which thest^ monuments are buried. 
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At the distance of one hundred and twenty feet north 
is the monument marked O, which, unhappily, is fallen 
and broken. In sculpture it is the same with the beau- 
tiful half-buried monument before* given, and, I repeat 
it, in workmanship equal to the best remains of Egyp- 
tian art. The fallen part was completely bound to the 
earth by vines and creepers, and before it could be 
drawn it was necessary to unlace them, and tear the 
fibres out of the crevices. The paint is very perfect, 
and has preserved the stone, which makes it more to 
be regretted that it is broken. The altar is buried, 
with the top barely visible, which, by excavating, we 
made out to represent the back of a tortoise. 
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The next engravings exhibit the front, back, and one 
of the sides of monument N, distant twenty feet from 
the last. It is twelve feet high, four feet on one side, 
three feet four inches on the other, and stands on a ped- 
estal seven feet square, with its front to the west. 
There is no altar visible ; probably it is broken and 
buried. The front view seems a portrait, probably of 
some deified king or hero. The two ornaments at the 
top appear like the trunk of an elephant, an animal uii- 
known in that country. The crocodile’s liead is seven 
feet from it, but appears to have no connexion with it. 
This is four feet out of the ground, and is given in the 
plate as one of the many fragments found among tl\e 
ruins. 

The back presents an entirely different subject from 
the front. At the top is a figure silting (Toss-]('gg('(], 
almost buried imder an (‘iiormous ht,*addre.ss, and three 
of the compartiiK'iits contain tablets of hierQglyj)hi(ts. 

Not to multiply tuigravings, I have omitted sidci 
views, as tla'v are, in general, less interesting. This is 
particularly beautiful. The tablets of hieroglyphics are 
very distinct. 














A CIRCULAR ALTAR. 
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At the distance of twenty-eight feet in the same di- 
rection is the statue marked M, which is fallen, and 
lies on its back, with a tree across it nearly lengUiwise, 
leaving visible only the outline, feet, and sandals, both 
of which are well sculptured. The following engraving 
is a representation of it. 



Op])ositi‘ is a circular altar with two grooves on the 
top, throt‘- feet high, and five leet six: inches in diame- 
ter, an engraving of which is here given. 



LI 
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The next three engravings are the front, back, and 
side view of the monument miirked L, distant seventy- 
two feet north from the last, with its Iront toward the 
west, twelv.e feet high, three feet in front, two feet eight 
inches on the side, and the pedestal is six feet square. 
Before it, at a distance of eleven feet, is an altar very 
much defaced, and buried in the earth. 

The front view is a portrait. The back is entirely 
made up of hieroglyphics, and each tablet has two 
hieroglyphics joined together, an arrangement whk^h 
afterward we observed occasionally at l^ilenque. The 
side presents a single row of hieroglyphics, joined in 
the same manner. The tablets probably contain tlie 
history of the king or hero debiieated, and tin* particu- 
lar circumstances or actions which constituted his great- 
ness. 


r iiave now given engravings of all the most intcTcsl- 
ing monuments of ('opan, and t repeat, lh(*y are accu- 
rate and faithful representations. 1 have purposidy ab- 
stained from all comment. If tln^ reader ean derive 
from them hut a small portion of the interest that wo 
did, he will 1)0 repaid fur whatev(;r he may find unprof- 
itable in these pages. 

Of the moral effect of the monuments themselves, 
standing as they do in the depths of a tropical forest, si- 
lent and solemn, strange in design, excellent in scnl])- 
lurc, rich in ornament, diifi-ri nt from the works of any 
other people, thei uses and purposes, their whole histo- 
ry so entirely unknown, with hieroglyphics explaining 
all, but perferdy unintelligible, I shall not pretend to 
convey any idea. Often the imagination was pained in 
gazing at them. The tone which pervades the ruins is 
that of deej) solemnity. An imaginative mind might 
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be infected with superstitious feelings. From constant- 
ly calling them by that name in our intercourse with the 
Indians, avc regarded these solemn memorials as idols” 
— deified kings and heroes — objects of adoration and 
ceremonial worship. W(! did not find on either of the 
monuments or sculptured fragments any delineations of 
human, or, in fact, any other kind of sacrifice, but had 
no doubt that tlie large sculptured stone invariably 
found before each “idol” was (unployed as a sacrificial 
altar. The form of sculptures me>st frequently met with 
was a de.ath’s head, .sometimes the principal ornament, 
and sometimes only aeccs.sory ; wlH)le rows of them on 
the outer wall, lidding gloom to tlie mystery of the 
place, ke.c'ping iiefore the ey<'s of t]u‘ living death and 
tlie grevi', presenting the idea of a holy city — th(j Mec- 
ca or Jerusalem of an unknown people. 

In regard to the agt* of this desolate city I shall not 
at pre<»‘iit ojler any eonji’etiire. Some idea might per- 
ha})S he formed from the a(*eiimulations of earth and the 
gigantic tre(*s growing on tlie top of the mined struc- 
tures, bill it Avoiild bo nneertain and unsatisfactory. 
Nor shall I at tliis rfioment ofler any eonjeetiire in re- 
gard to the people who built it, or to the time when or 
the irn^ans by which it \vas depopulated, aud became 
a desolation and ruin ; whether it fell by thi* sword, or 
famine, or pestilence. The trees which shroud it may 
have sprung from the blood of its slaughtered inhabi- 
tants ; tlu*y niay have perislied howling with hunger ; 
or pestilence, like the cholera, may have piled its streets 
with dead, and driven Jforever the feeble remnants from 
their homes; of wlr'eh dire calamities to other cities we 
have authentic account-^, m eras both prior and subse- 
quent to the discovery ^.f the country by the Span- 
iards. One thing 1 belii^ve, that its history is graven 
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on its monuments. No Champollion has yet brought 
to them the energies of his inquiring mind. Who shall 
read them ? 

“ Chaos of ruifjs ! who shall trace the void, 

O’er the diio fragments cast a lunar light, 

And say ‘ here was or is,’ where all is doubly night ?” 

In conclusion, I will barely remark, that if this is the 
place referred to by the Spanish historian as conquered 
by Hernandez de Chaves, which I almost doubt, at that 
time its broken monuments, terraeps, ])yramidal struc- 
tures, portals, v/alls, and sculptured figures were entire, 
and nil were painted ; the Spanish soldiers must have 
gazed at them with astonishment and wonder ; and it 
seems strange that a European army could liave en- 
tered it without spreading its fame through official re- 
ports of generals and exaggerated stories of soldiers. 
At least, no European army could enter sueh a eity no^v 
without this result following; but the silence of the 
Spaniards may be; accounted for by the fact that these 
eonqiierors of America were illiterate and ignorant ad- 
venturers, eager in pursuit of gold, and blind to every- 
thing elsc^ ; or, if reports wore nufde, the Spanish gov- 
ernment, with a jeah^us policy observed down to the 
last moment of her dominion, supjiressed everything 
that might attract the attention of rival nations to her 
American possessions. 
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• CHAPTER VIII. 

Separation. — An Adventure. — Copan River. — Don Clemcntino. — A Wedding.— 
A Supper. — A Wedding Dali. — Buying a Mule. — The Sierra. — View from the 
Top. — Esquipulas. — Tlie Cura. — Hospitable Reception. — Church of Esquipu- 
las. — Responsibility of the Cura. — Mountain of Quezaltapeque.— A narrow Es- 
cape.— San Jacinto.— Reception by the Padre.— A Village F^te.— An Ambus- 
cade.— Motagua River.— Villageof Santa Rosali.— A Death Scene. 

Having dtxtided that, under the circumstances, it was 
bt‘st to separate, we lost no time in acting upon the con- 
clusion. I had diillculty in coming to a right under- 
standing with my muleteer, hut at length a treaty was 
establishtal. The mules were loaded, and at two 
o’clock I rnountt'd. Mr. C. accompanied mo to the 
edge of the woods, where I ]>ade him farewell, and 
left Iiini to ididiculti(?s worse than we had apprehended. 
I [in.sscd through tlie village,, cro.‘=«sed the river, and, 
leaving the muleteer on the bank, rode to the hacienda 
of Don Gregorio ; but I was deprived of the satisfac- 
tion which 1 had promised myself at parting, of pour- 
ing upon liirn my indignation and contempt, by the con- 
sideration that I\Ir. Catherwood was still within the 
reach of hi.s influence ; and even now iny hand is stay- 
ed by the relleetion tliat when Mr. C'., in great distress, 
robbed by his sfTvaiit, and broken down by fever, took 
refuge in hijj house, the don re(*eived hjm as kindly as 
hi.s bearish nature would permit. My only comfort 
was in making tiie loiidiy churl foot up an aei'oinit of 
sixpences and shillings for eggs, milk, meat, &c., to the 
amount of two dollais. which I put into his hands. I 
afterward learned that I h id elevated myself very much 
in his estimation, and in that of the iieighbourliood 
VoL. I.— X 
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generally, by my handsome conduct in not going off 
without paying.* 

My good understanding Avith the muleteer Avas of 
short duration. At parting, Mr. G. and I had 
our stock of plates, knives and forks, spoons, &c.,TOa 
Augustin had put my share in the basket Avhich had 
carried the avIioIc, and these, being loose, made such a 
clattering that it frightened the muic. The beast ran 
aAvay, setting us all off together Avith a crashing noise, 
till she tbrcAv herself among the bushes. We had a 
scene of terrible confusion, and I escaped as fast as I 
could from the hoarse and croaking curses of the mule- 
teer. 

For some distance the road lay along the river. The 
Copan has no storied associations, but the Giiadalquiv- 
er cannot be more beautiful. On each side Avere mount- 
ains, and at every turn a iieAv vicAV. We crossed a 
high range, and at four o’clock again came down upon 
the river, Avhich aa'us here the boundary-line of the State 
of Honduras. It Avas broad and rapid, deep, and bro- 
ken by banks of sand and gravel. Fording it, I again 

entered the State of Guatimala. There Avas no vil- 

• 

lage, not (iven a house in sight, and no difficulty about 
passport. Late in the afternoon, ascending a little em- 
inence, I saAv a large field Avilh stone fences, and bars, 
and cattle-yard, that looked like a Westchester farm. 
We entered a gate, and rode up through a fine park to 
a long, loAV, sqbstaiitial-looking hacienda., It Avas the 
house of Don Clementino, whom I kneAv to be the kins- 
man of Don Gregorio, and the one of all others I would 

* Oil Mr. Catherwood*8 second isit, ilnding the rancho of Don Miguel desert' 
ed, he rode to Don Gregorio^s. The don had in the mean time been to Ksifui' 
pulai. , and learned our character from the cura ; and it is due to him to say, that ha 
received Mr, C. kindly, and nu do many inquiries after me. The rest of the fam- 
ily were as cord;al as before. 
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have avoided, but also the very one at which the mule- 
teer had determined to contrive a halt. The family 
consisted of a widow with a large family of children, 
thegMincipal of whom were Don Clementmo, a young 
mSPof twenty-one, and a sister of about sixteen or 
seventeen, a beautiful fair-haired girl. Under the shed 
was a party of young people in holyday dresses, and 
five or six mules, Avith fanciful saddles, were tied to the 
posts of the piazza. Don Clemen tino was jauntily 
dressed in white jacket and trousers, braided and em- 
broidered, a white cotton cap, and over it a steeple- 
crowned glazed hat, with a silver cord twisted round as 
a baud, a silver ball with a sharp piece of steel as a 
cockade, and red and yellow stripes under the brim. 
He had the consequential air and feelings of a boy who 
had suddenly become the head of an establishment, and 
asked me, rather superciliously, if I had finished my vis- 
it to thi^ “ idols;” and then, without waiting for an an- 
swer, if I could mend an accovdion ; tlien, if I could 
play on the guitar ; then to sell him a pair of pocket » 
pistols which had been the admiration of Don Grego 
rio’s household ; and, finally, if I had anything to sell. 
With this young gentleman I should have been more 
welcome as a pedler than an ambassador from any 
court in Europe, though it must be admitted that I 
was not travelling in a very imposing way. Finding 
I had nothing to make a bargain for, he picked up a 
guitar, danecid off to his own music, anef sat doAvn on 
the earthen floor of the piazza to play cards. 

Within, preparations .Avere going on for a Avedding at 
the house of a neighbour, two leagues distant, and a 
little before dark the young men and girls appeared 
dressed for the journey. Ail Aveio mounted, and, for 
the first time, I admired ex<'^^edingly the fashion of the 
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country in riding. My admiration was called forth by 
the sister of Don Clementino and the happy young gal- 
lant who esoorted her. Both rode the same mule and 
on the same saddle. She sat sidewise before hii}M|his 
right arm eneircled her waist ; at starting, the mulW^as 
rest iff, and he was obliged, from necessity, to support 
her in her seat, to draw her close to himself; her ear 
invited a -^vliisper ; and when she turned her face to- 
ward him her lips almost touched his. I would have 
given all the honours of diplomacy for his place. 

Don Clementino was too much of a coxcomb to set 
off in this way ; he had a fine mule gayly caparisoned, 
swung a large baskct-hiltcd sword through a strap in 
the saddle, buckled on a pair of enormous spurs, and, 
mounting, wound his poncha around his waist, so that 
the hilt of the sword appeared about six inches above it ; 
giving the animal a sharp thrust with his spurs, he drove 
her up the steps, through the piazza, and d(wii the other 
side, and asked mo if I wanted to buy her. I declined ; 
and, to my great satisfaction, he started to overtake the 
others, and left me alone with his mother, a respecta- 
ble-looking, gray-haired old lady, who called togetjier 
all the servants and Indian children for vesper j)raycrs, 

I am sorry to say it, but for the first time I was remind- 
ed that it w’as Sunday. I stood in the door, and it was 
interesting to see them all kneeling before the figure of 
the Virgin. An old gray-nosed mule walked up the 
piazza, and, stopping by my side, put hi^ head in the 
door, when, more forward than J, he walked in, gazed 
a moment at the figure of the Virgin, and, without dis- 
turbing anybody, walked out agani. 

Soon after I was called in to supper, which consisted 
of fried benns, fried eggs, and tortillas. Tlie beans and 
eggs were served on heavy silver dishes, and the tortil- 
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las were laid in a pile by my side. There was no plate, 
knife, fork, or spoon. Fingers were made before forks ; 
but bad habits make the latter, to a certain degree, ne- 
cespiry. Poultry, mutton, beef, arid the like, do not 
c6me amiss to fingers, but beans and fried eggs were 
puzzling. How I managed I will not publish ; but, 
from appearances afterward, the old lady could not have 
supposed that I had been at all at a loss. I slept in an 
outbuilding constructed of small poles and thatched, 
and for the whole paid eighteen and three quarter cents. 
I gave a pair of earrings to a Avoman whom I supposed 
to be a servant, but Avho, I found, Avas only a visiter, 
and Avho Avent aAvay at the same time that I did. 

At a distance of two leagues from the hacienda Ave 
passed the house of the Avedding-party. The dancing 
Avas not yet over, and I had a strong fancy to see again 
the fair-haired sister of Don Clcmentino. Having no 
better excuse, I determined to call him out and talk 
mule.’^ As I rode up, the doorAvay and the space 
thence to the middle of the room Avcrc filled Avith girls, 
all dressed in AAdiite, AAdth the roses in their hair faded, 
and the brightness of their eyes somcAvliat dimmed by 
a night’s dissipation. The sister of Don Clcmentino 
was modest and retiring, and, as if she suspected my 
object, shrank back from obser\^ation, Avhih^ he made 
all open a Avay for him and his guitar. I had no idea 
of buying his mule, but made him an offer, Avhich, to 
my surprise ^and regret at the time, he accepted ; but 
virtue is its own reward, and the mule prer/ed a most 
faithful animal. , 

Mounted on my ncAv purchase, we commenced as- 
cending the great Sierra, Avhich divides the streams of the 
Atlantic from those that empiy inlv> the Pacific Ocean. 
The ascent Avas rngj^^ed and toilsome, but in two hours 
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we reached the top. The scenery was wild and grand, 
I have no doubt ; but the fact is, it rained very hard all 
the time ; and while I was floundering among mud- 
holes I would haVe given the chance of the sublira^ for 
a good Macadamized road. Mr. Calherwood, Who 
crossed on a clear day, says that the view from the top, 
both ways, was the most magnificent he saw in the 
country. Descending, the clouds were lifted, and I 
looked down upon an almost boundless plain, running 
from the foot of the Sierra, and afar ofl' saw, standing 
alone in the wilderness, the great church of Esquipulas, 
like the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, 
and the Caaba in Mecca, the holiest of temples. My 
muleteer was very anxious to stop ^t a collection of 
huts on this side of the town, and told me first that the 
place was occupied by Carrera’s soldiers, and then that 
he was iJl, I had a long and magnificent descent to 
the foot of the Sierra. The plain remindod me of the 
groat waste-places of Tiirkey and Asia Minor, but was 
more beautiful, being bounded by immense mountains. 
For three liours the church was our guide. As we ap- 
proached, it stood out more clearly defined against 
mountains whose tops were buried in the clouds. 

Late in the afternoon we entered the town and rode 
up to the convent. I was a little nervous, and pre- 
sented my passport as a letter of introduction ; but 
could I have doubted the hospitality of a padre ? Don 
Gregorio’s reception made me feel mo|^e deeply the 
Avelcome of the cura of Esv^uipulas. None can know 
the value of hospitality but thosQ who have fell the want 
of it, and they can never forgt t the welcome of stran- 
gers in a strange land. 

The whole household of the cura turned out to assist, 
and in a few minutes the mules were munching corn in 
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the yard, while I was installed in the seat of honour in 
the convent. It was by far the largest and best build- 
ing in the place. The walls were three or four feet 
thick; a large portico extended in -front; -the entrance 
w^ by a wide hall, used as a sleeping-place for ser- 
vants, and communicating with a courtyard in the rear ; 
on the left was a large sala or reception-room, with 
lofty windows and deep recesses ; on one side of the 
wall was a long wooden settee, with a high back, and 
arms at each end ; before it was a massive unpolished 
mahogany table, and above hung a painting of our Sav- 
iour ; against the wall were large antiquated chairs, the 
backs and scats covered with leather, and studded with 
nails having large brass heads. 

The cura "svas a young man, under thirty, of delicate 
frame, and his face beamed with intelligence and re- 
finement of thought and feeling. lie was dressed in a 
long black, bonibazet gown, drawn tiglit around the 
body, with a blue border around the neck, and a cross 
was suspended to his rosary. His name was Jesus Ma- 
ria Guttierrez. It was the first time I had ever heard 
that name applied to a human being, and even in him 
it seemed a profanation. 

On a visit to him, and breaking the monotony of his 
secluded life, was an old schoolfellow and friend, Col- 
onel San Myirtin, of Honduras, who had been wounded 
in the last battle against Morazan, and was staying at 
the convent to recover his health and strength. His 
case showed the distracted state of the country. His 
father was of the same politics with himself, and his 
brother was fighting on the other side in the battle in 
which he was wounded. 

They gave me disagreeable information in regard to 
my road to Guati.nvda. Carrera’s troops had fallen 
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back from the frontiers of San Salvador; and occupied 
the whole line of villages to the capital. They were 
mostly Indians, ignorant, intemperate, and fanatie, who 
could not comprehend my official character, could not 
read my passport, and, in the excited state of the cdiin- 
try, would suspect me as a stranger. They had al- 
ready committed great atrocities ; there was not a cu- 
rate on the whole road ; and to attempt traversing it 
would be to expose myself to robbery and murder. I 
was very loth to protract my journey, but it would have 
been madness to proceed; in fact, no muleteer would 
undertake to go on with me, and I was obliged to turn 
my eyes to Chiquimula and the road I had left. The 
cura said I must be guided by him. I put myself in his 
hands, and at a late horn lay down to rest with the 
strange consciousness of being a welcome guest. 

I was awaked by the sound of the matin bell, and ac- 
companied the cura to mass. The church for every- 
day use was directly opposite the convent, spacious and 
gloomy, and the lloor was paved with large square 
bricks or tiles. Rows of Indian women were kneeling 
around the altar, cleanly dressed,' with white mantillas 
over their heads, but without shoes or stockings. A 
few men stood up behind or leaned against the walls. 

We returned to breakfast, and afterward set out to 
visit the only object of interest, the great church of 
the pilgrimage, the Holy Place of Central America. 
Every year, on the fifteenth of January, pilgrims visit 
it, even from Peru and Mexi'^o ; the latter being a jour- 
ney not exceeded in hardship by the pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca. As in the East, “ it is not forbidden to trade du- 
ring the pilgrimage ; * and when there arc no wars to 
make the roads unsafe, eighty thousand people have as- 
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sembled among the mountains to barter and pay horn*, 
age to our Lord of Esquipulas/' 

The town contains a population of about fifteen hun- 
dred Indians. There was one street niearly a mile long, 
with mud houses on each side ; but most of the houses 
were shut, being occupied only during the time of the 
fair. At the head of this street, on elevated ground, 
stood the great church. About half way to it we cross- 
ed a bridge over a small stream, one of the sources of 
the great Lempa. It was the first stream I had seen 
that emptied into the Pacific Ocean, and I saluted it with 
reverence. Ascending by a flight of massive stone 
steps in front of the church, we reached a noble plat- 
form a hundred and fifty feet broad, and paved with 
bricks a foot square. The view from this platform of 
the great plain and the high mountains around was 
magnificent ; and the church, rising in solitary gran- 
deur in a region of wildness and desolation, seemed al- 
most the work of enchantment. The facade was rich 
with stucco ornaments and figures of saints larger than 
life ; at each angle was a high tower, and over the dome 
a spire, rearing aloft *in th(i air the crown of that once 
proud po\yer wliich wTCstcd the greatest part of Amer- 
ica from its rightful owners, ruled it for three centuries 
with a rod of iron, and now has not within it a foot of 
land or a subject to boast of. 

We entered the church by a lofty portal, rich in 
sculptured or^iameiits. Inside w’as a )iavc with two 
aisles, separated by rows of pilasters nine feet square, 
and a lofty dome, guarded by angels with expanded 
wings. Oil the walls were pictures, some drawn by ar- 
tists of (ruatimala, and others tliat liad been brought 
from Siiaiu ; and the recesses vvcre filled with statues, 
some of which were admirably well oxecuted. The 
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pulpit was covered with gold leaf, and the altar protected 
by an iron railing with a silver balustrade, ornamented 
with six silver pillars about two feet high, and two an- 
gels standing as gheirdians on the steps. In front of the 
altar, in a rich shrine, is an image of the Saviour on the 
cross, “ our Lord of Esquipulas,” to whom the church 
is consecrated, famed for its power of working mira- 
cles. Every year thousands of devotees ascend the 
steps of his temple on their knees, or laden with a 
heavy cross, who are not permitted to touch the sacred 
image, but go away contented in obtaining a piece of 
riband stamped with the words Dulce nombre de Je- 
sus.” 

We returned to the convent, and while I was sit- 
ting with Colonel San Martin the curate entered, and, 
closing the door, asked' me if my servant was faithful. 
Augustin’s face was an unfortunate letter of recom- 
mendation. Colonel McDonald, Don Francisco, and, 
as I afterward lieard, (general Cascara, distrusted him. 
I told the cura all I knew of him, and mentioned his 
conduct at ( ’omotan ; but he still cautioned me to be- 
ware of him. 80011 after, Augustin, who seemed to 
suspect that he had not made a very favourable impres- 
sion, asked me for a dollar to [)ay for a confession. My 
intelligent friend was not free from the prejudices of 
education ; and tliough he could not at once change his 
opinion so warmly expressed, he said that Augustin had 
been well broyglit up. 

In the course (jf the day i had an opportunity of see- 
ing what I afterward observed throughout all Central 
America : the life of labour raid responsibility jiassed 
by the cura in an Indian village, who devotes himself 
faithfully to the people under his charge. Besides offi- 
ciating in all the services of the church, visiting the 
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sick, and burying the dead, my worthy host was looked 
up to by every Indian in the village as a counsellor, 
friend, and father. The door of the convent was al- 
ways open, and Indians were constantly resorting to 
him : a man who had quarrelled with his neighbour ; a 
wife who had been badly treated by her husband ; a 
father whose son had been carried off as a soldier ; a 
young girl deserted by her lover : all who were in trou- 
ble or affliction, came to him for advice and consolation, 
and none went away without it. And, besides this, he 
was principal director of all the public business of the 
town ; the right hand of the alcalde ; and had been 
consulted whether or not A ought to be considered a 
dangerous person. But the performance of these mul- 
tifarious duties, and the excitement and danger of the 
times, were wearing away his frame. Four years be- 
fore he gave up the capital, and took upon himself this 
curacy, and during that time he had lived a life of la- 
bour, anxiety, and peril ; cut off from all the delights 
of social intercourse that make labour welcome, be- 
loved by the Indians, but without any to sympathize 
with him in liis thoughts and feelings. Once the troops 
of Morazan invaded the town, and for six months he 
lay concealed in a cave of the mountains, supported by 
Indians. Lately the diflicullies of the country had in- 
creased, and the cloud of civil war was darker than 
ever. He mourned, but, as he said, lie had not long to 
mourn; and^tlie whole tone of his thoughts and con- 
versation was so good and pure, that it seemed like a 
green spot in a sandy (desert. We sat in the embrasure 
of a large window ; within, the room was already dark. 
He took a pistol from the window-sill, and, looking at 
it, said, with a faint smile, that llie cross was his pro- 
tection ; and then he pnt his thin hand in mine, and 


.My 
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told me to feel his pulse. It was slow and feeble, and 
seemed as if every beat would be the last ; but he said 
it was always so ; and, rising suddenly, added that this 
was the hour of Iris private devotions, and retired to 
his room. I felt as if a good spirit had flitted away. 

My anxiety to reach Guatimala would not permit me 
long to enjoy the cura’s hospitality. I intended to dis- 
charge my muleteer ; but, unable to replace him imme- 
diately, and unwilling to lose another day, I was obliged 
to retain him. The usual course was to leave Esqui- 
pulas in the afternoon, and ride four leagues ; but, hav- 
ing seven mules and only four cargoes, I determined to 
make these four leagues and the next day’s journey also 
in one. Early in the morning I started. When I bade 
farewell, the priest and the soldier stood side by side, 
pictures of Christian humility and man’s pride, and both 
recommended me to God at parting. 

We crossed the plain ; the mountains of Esquipulas 
seemed to have gained in grandeur ; in half an hour 
commenced ascending the Mountain of Quezaltcpcque, 
thickly wooded, and, like that of Mico, muddy and full 
of gullies and deep holes. Heavy clouds were hang- 
ing over it, and as we ascended it rained hard ; but be- 
fore reaching the top the clouds were lifted, the sun 
shone, and the plain of Esquipulas, with the great 
Sierra behind, covered with lofty pines, and clouds 
chasing each other over its sides, all blended together, 
made one of the grandest spectacles I ever beheld ; and 
the great church still presented itself for the farewell 
view of the pilgrim. But the gleam of sunshine did not 
last long, and again the rain p< ured ; for a while I had 
great satisfaction in seeing the muleteer drenched and 
hearing him grumble ; but an unaccountable fit of good- 
humour came over me, and I lent him my bear’s skin 
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greatcoat. ‘At intervals the sun shone, and we saw at 
a great distance below us the village of Quezaltepeque. 
The descent was very precipitous, and the mud-holes 
and gullies were very deep ; anc^ the clouds which 
hung over the mountain were typical of my fortune. 
Mr. Catherwood, who followed on this road about 
three weeks afterward, heard from the Padre of Quez- 
altepeque that a plan had been formed to murder and 
rob me, on the supposition that I had a large amount of 
money about my person, which laudable project was 
defeated by my crossing in the morning instead of the 
afternoon, as is usually done. 

Wc passed through Quezaltepeque without dismount- 
ing. It is usual, in dividing the stages to Guatimala, 
to make an afternoon’s journey to this place and sleep. 
It was now but eleven o’clock, clear and bright as a 
September day at home. Leaving the village, we cross- 
ed a beautiful streanj, at which some women were wash- 
ing. Very soon we ascended again, and on the top of 
the mountain came to an abrupt precipice, forming the 
side of a deep ravine. We descended by a narrow 
path" on the very edge of the precipice, part of the way 
on ^ narrow protruding ledge, and in other places by a 
path built against the rock to the bottom of the ravine. 
On the other side rose another precipitous wall. The 
ravine was deep and narrow, and .wild to sublimity. 
The stream ran through it over a rocky bed, and for 
some distance the road lay in this bed. We ascended 
by a steep and difficult path to the top df the other side 
of the ravine, and rode for some distance along its edge. 
The opposite side was a perpendicular mass of lime- 
stone rock, black with exposure, and in some places 
were patches of grass on a lu own ground, lighted up 
occasionally by brief gleams of sunshine. We dc- 
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ascended ng<iin to the vevy bottom of the vavine^ and, 

crossing the stream, ascended almost immediately a 
narrow path built along the side of the precipice to the 
top, being ou tlie sq,me side from which we started. It 
is impossible to give any idea of the wildness of this 
double crossing oi the ravine. It terminated abruptly, 
and at the extreme end, on a point, was a small hacien- 
da, on one side looking directly up this awful opening, 
and on the other upon a soft valley. 

At three o’clock we struck the richueloof Siln Jacin- 
to. On the opposite side was a fine table of land, with 
mountains rising beyond, and covered to the top with 
noble pines. There was no cultivation, and the whole 
country was in primeval wildness. At five^o’clock we 
crossed the stream and entered the village of San Ja- 
cinto. It consisted of a collection of huts, some made 
of poles and some plastered with mud. The church 
was of the same simple construction. On each side 
was an arbour thatched with leaves of Indian corn, arid 
at the corners were belfries, with three bells each. In 
front were two gigantic Ceiba trees, the roots of which 
ran along even with the ground more than a hundred 
feet, and the branches spread to an equal extent. 

The village was under the care of the cura of Quez- 
altepeque, who was then at San Jacinto. I rode up to 
his house and presented the letter of the cura of Es- 
quipulas. My muleteer, without unloading the mules, 
threw himself down on the piazza, and, with my great- 
coat on his unthankful body began abusing me for kill- 
ing him with long marches. I retorted ; and before the 
padre had time to recover from his surprise at our vis- 
it, he was confoundwl by our clamour. 

But he was a man who could bear a great deal, being 
IbbjQve six feet, broad shouldered, and with a protuber- 
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ance in front lliat required support to keep it from fall- 
ing. His dress consisted of a, shirt and pair of panta- 
loons, with button-holes begging for employment ; but 
he had a heart as big as his body„and as open as his 
wearing apparel ; and when I told him I had ridden 
from Esquipulas that day, he said I must remain a week 
to recruit. As to going the next day, he would not 
hear of it ; and, in fact, very soon I found that it was 
impossible without other aid, for my abominable mule- 
teer filled up the measure of his iniquities by falling ill 
with a violent fever. 

At my earnest solicitation, the padre endeavoured to 
procure me mules for the next day, and during the even- 
ing we had a levee of villagers. The man upon whom 
he principally relied said that it was dangerous travel- 
ling ; that" two Ingleses had been arrested in Honduras, 
and had escaped, but their muleteers and servants were 
murdered. I could perhaps have thrown some light 
upon this story, but did not think it worth while to 
know anything about such suspicious characters. The 
padre was distressed that he could not serve me, but at 
length said that a man of my rank and character (I had 
shown him my passport, and Augustin had fired the Ba- 
lizc guns) ought to have every facility, and he would 
provide for me himself ; and he ordered a man to go 
early in the morning to his hacienda for mules ; after 
which, fatigued with such unusual efforts, he threw his 
gigantic body into a hammock, and swung himself to 
sleep. 

The household of the padre consisted of two young 
men, one deaf and dumb, and the other a fool. The 
former possessed extraordinary vivacity and muscular 
powers, and entertained the padre by his gesticulations, 
stories, and sleigh t-of-hand tricks, and particularly with 
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a Steel puzzle. There was something intensely inter- 
esting in the kindness with which the padre played with 
him, and the earnestness with which he hung around his 
gigantic master. . At times the young man became so 
excited that it seemed as if he would burst in the effort 
to give utterance to his thoughts ; but all ended in a 
feeble sound, which grated upon my nerves, and seem- 
ed to knit him more closely to the good-hearted padre. 
The latter was continually changing the puzzle, but the 
ingenuity of the lad could not be defeated. The poor 
simpleton meanwhile looked on with admiration. The 
padre offered him half a dollar if he could open it, and 
both he and the deaf and dumb lad laughed at the awk- 
ward attempts of the simpleton. The padre finished 
with a warm panegyric upon the worth of both, which 
the deaf and dumb l)oy seemed to understand and 
thank him for, but which he that had ears seemed not 
to hear. 

The padre insisted on my taking his own catre, 
which was unusually neat, and had a moscheto-netting. 
It was my best bed since I left Colonel McDonald’s at 
Balize. Before I was up he stood* over me with a fl^k 
of agua ardiente. Soon after came chocolate, with a 
roll of sweet bread ; and finding that it was impossible 
to get away that day, I became a Avilling victim to his 
hospitality. At nine o’clock we had breakfast ; at 
twelve, fruit ; at two, dinner : at five, chocolate and 
sweet bread ; and at eight, supper, with constant inter- 
mediate invitations to agua ardiente, Which the padre, 
with his hand on that prominent part of his own body, 
said was good for the stomach. In everything except 
good feeling he was the complete antipodes of the cura 
of Esquipiilas. I had had some suspicion that my 
mideteer was not as unwell as he pretended ; but his 
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neglect of the padre’s good fare convinced me that he 
was really in a bad way. I gave him some medicine, 
but I believe he suspected me, and was afraid to take it. 

A t twelve o’clock the mules sent by the padre ar- 
rived, with a strapping young ladino as muleteer ; but 
they were not in a condition to set olf that day. In the 
afternoon I took a long walk on the bank of the river, 
and, returning, stopped under one of the Ceiba trees, 
where a travelling merchant was displaying his wares, 
consisting of two trunks of striped cottons, beads, horn 
combs, scissors, His mule was tied by a long 

rope, and a pair of pistols lay on one of the boxes. 

Passing on, I met a party of women, dressed in white, 
with red shawls over the tops of their heads. I have 
seen enough of fancy colours in women to remove some 
prejudices, but retain an oldfashioned predilection for 
white faces ; and here I remarked that the whitest 
women were the prettiest, though the padre did not 
agree Avith me entirely. Undejr the shed of a deserted 
hoiise near by Avas an old Indian Avith ten or tAvelve In- 
dia^ girls, teaching them the catechism. They Avere 
dressed in red plaid cotton, draAvn round the AAaist and 
tied in a knot on the left side, and a Avhite handker- 
chief over the shoulders. Other parties Avorc out in 
different places, organizing for a village fete in honour 
of some saint ; and toAvard evening,* Avhile sitting Avith 
the padre, noAV dressed in his long black gown, a pro- 
cession advanced, headed by the oldest ^nan in the vil- 
lage, Avith Avhite hair and beard, and a lame man and 
two or three associates playing on violins. Before 
reaching the house they set off five or six rockets, and 
then all went up and saluted the padre, kissing the 
back of his hand; the .waicn Avent inside, carrying 
bundles Avrapped in clean vvhite napkins ; and Avhen I 

VoL. I.— Z 
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went in to take my chocolate, I found the table piled 
up with cakes and confectionary. Afterward all went 
to the church for vesper prayers. I could but think, 
what afterward ilnj)ressed itself upon^ me more and 
more in every step of my journey in that country, bless- 
ed is the village that has a padre. 

During the day, the deaf and dumb boy had con- 
trived several times to make me understand that he 
wished to accompany me, and in the evening the padre 
concluded to make him happy by giving him a journey 
to Guatimala. Early in the morning the convent was 
in commotion. The good padre was unused to fitting 
out an expedition for Guatimala. Many things were 
wanting besides the mules, and the village was laid 
under contribution. During the bustle, a single soldier 
entered the village, and created an alarm that he was 
the pioneer of others come to quarter upon them. The 
padre told him who I was, and that the guard must not 
molest me. At length ajl was ready; a large concourse 
of people, roused by the requisitions of the padre, were 
at the door, and among them two men with violins. 
The padre directed his own gigantic energies particu- 
larly to the eatables ; he had put up chocolate, bread, 
sausages, and fowl ; a box of cakes and confectionary ; 
and, as the finale, the deaf and dumb lad came out of 
the house, holding’ at arm’s length above his head the 
whole side of an ox,. with merely the skin taken off and 
the ribs erackqd, which was spread as a ^vrapper over 
one of the cargoes, and secured by a netting. A large 
pot, with the bottom upward, v^as secured on the top 
of another cargo. The padre, look a kind leave of me, 
and a most affectionate one of the deaf and dumb lad ; 
and at nine o’clock, with violins playing, and a turn- 
out that wouhl have astonished my city friends, I made 
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another start for the capitol. A low groan from the 
piazza reminded me of ray muleteer. I dismounted, 
and, at the moment of parting, exchanged a few words 
of kindness. His brawny figure \fas prostrated by fe- 
ver ; at times he had vexed me almost beyond endu- 
rance ; but, with all my malice against him, I could not 
have wished him in a worse condition. The boy sat 
by his side, apparently softened by the illness of his 
master, and indifferent as to my going. 

For the first time in a long while wc had a level 
road. The land was rich and productive ; brown sugar 
sold for three cents a pound, and white lump, even un- 
der their slow process of making it, for eight cents, 
and indigo could be raised for two shillings a pound. 
I was riding quietly, when four soldiers sprang into the 
road almost at my mule’s heatl. They were perfectly 
concealed until I approached, and tluiir sudden appear- 
ance was rather footpad-like. They could not read my 
passport, and said that they jnust conduct me to Chi- 
qumiula. My road lay a little oft' from that town ; and, 
foMunately, while under (iscort, the soldier whom I had 
seen in Ban Jacinto overtook us, satisfied them, and re- 
leased me. A short distance beyond T recognised the 
path by wliich we turned oft' to go to Copan. Three 
weeks had not elapsed, and it seemed an age. We 
passed by the old* church of Chiqinmula, and, winding 
up the same zigzag path by Avhieh we had descendecl, 
cross(*d the, mountain, and descmulcd. to tlie plain of 
Zacapa and the Motagua River, which I hailed as an 
old acquaintance. I> was growing late, and wc saw 
no signs of habitation. A little before dark, on the top 
of a small eminence oji the right, wc saw a little boy, 
who condiuitcd iis to riie village of Santa Rosali, beauti- 
fully situated on a noini iormed by the bend of the river. 
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The village consisted of a miserable collection of huts ; 
before the door of the best was a crowd of people, who 
did not ask us to stop, and we rode up to one of the 
poorest. All we'^^anted was sacate* for the mules. 
The stores of the padre were abundant for me, and the 
deaf and dumb lad cut a few ribs from the side of the 
dx, and prepared supper for himself and the muleteer. 

While supping we heard a voice of lamentation from 
the house before which the crowd was assembled. Af- 
ter dark I walked over, and found that they were mourn- 
ing over the dead. Inside were several women; one 
was wringing her hands, and the first words I distin- 
guished were, Oh, our Lord of Esqiiipulas, why have 
you taken him away ?” She was interrupted by the 
tramp of horses’ hoofs, and a man rode up, whose figure 
in the dark I could not see, but who, without dismount- 
ing, in a hoarse voice said that the priest asked six dol- 
lars to bury the corpse. One of the crowd cried out, 

Shame ! shame !” and, others said they would bury it 
in el campo, the field. The horseman, in the same 
hoarse voice, said that it was the same if Jburied in^e 
road, the mountain, or the river, the priest must hIRre 
his fee. There was a great outcry ; but the widow, in a 
weeping tone, declared that the money must be paid, 
and then renewed her exclamations : ‘‘ My only help, 
my consolation, my head, my heart'; you who was so 
strong, who could lift a ccroon of indigo:” ‘‘you said 
you would go and buy cattle “ I said, ‘ yes*; bring me 
fine linen and jewelry.’ ” The words, and the piercing 
tone of distress, reminded me of a similar scene I liad 
once beheld on the banks of the Nile. By invitation 
of one of the friends I entered the house. The corpse 

♦ Sacate rrjO'vnsi any kind of grass or leaves fur mules. The best is sacata 
de maize, or the sta and leaves of Indian corn. 
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lay on the ground, in a white cotton dress extending 
from the neck to the feet. It was that of a young man, 
not more than twenty- two, with the mustache just bud- 
ding on his upper lip, tall, and but? a month before so 
strong that he could lift a cerooii of indigo.’’ He 
had left home to buy cattle, returned with a feVer, 
and in a week was dead. A bandage was tied undd!^ 
his chin to hold up his jaw; his thin wrists. were se- 
cured across his breast; and his taper hngit^ held a- 
small crucifix made of corn-husks stitched together. 
On each side of his head was a lighted candle, and ants, 
which burden the ground, were swarming over his face. 
The widow did not notice me, but the mother and two 
young sisters asked me if I had no remcdios ; if I could 
not cure him ; if I could have cured him if I had seen 
him before. 

I left the bereaved family and withdrew. The 
man who had asked me to enter met me at the door, 
and gave me a seat among the friends. He inquired 
about my country, where it was, and whether the cus- 
toms were like theirs; and very soon, but for the 1am- 
e^ations of the widow, many would have forgotten 
that a few yards from them lay a dead friend. 

I remained with them an hour, and tlicn returned to 
my hut. The piazza was full of hogs ; the interior was 
a perfect piggery, full of fleas and • children ; and the 
wmman, with a cigar in her mouth, and the harshest 
voice I ever^heard, still brought in child after child, and 
piled them up on the floor. I\Iy men Avere already 
asleep outside ; and bprroAving an undressed ox-hide, I 
spread it on the floor at the end of the house' upon 
this I laid rny pclloii, and upon that I laid myself. The 
night before I had slcp^ i»nder a moscheto netting ! Oh, 
padre of San Jacinto, "hat a man «jf my “rank and 
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character” should come to this ! The woman was 
sleepless ; a dozen times she came out to smoke a cigar 
or to drive away the hogs ; and her harsh voice, and 
the screams" from the house of mourning, made me re- 
joice when the cocks crew for morning. 
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At peep of day I bathed in the Motagua. In the 
mean time the deaf and dumb boy prepared chocolate, 
and the corpse of the young man was borne to its final 
resting-place. I went over to the desolate house, bade 
farewell to the mourners, and resumed my journey. 
Again we had on our right the Motagua River and the 
mountains of Vera Paz. The road was level ; it was 
excessively hot, and we suffered from thirst. At noon 
we stopped two hours at the village of Fisioli. Late 
in the afternoon we came upop a table of land covered 
with trees bearing a flower, looking like apple-trees in 
blossom, and cactus or tunos, with branches from three 
to fifteen feet long! I was in advance ; and having 
been in the saddle all day, and wishing to relieve rny 
mule, I dismounted and walked. A man overtook me 
on horseback, who touched me by telling me that my 
mule was tired. The mule, unused to being led, pulled 
back, and my new acquaintance followed, whipi)ing lier ; 
and remembering the fable, and that I could not please 
everybody, I mounted, and we rode into Chimalapa to- 
gether. • 

It was a long, straggling village, with a large church, 
but there was no cura, and I rode to the cabildo. This, 
besides being tlie town h.nisc, is a sort of caravansary 
or stopping-pjfice for tr.vrcllers, being a remnant of Ori- 
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ental usages still existing in Spain, and introduced into 
her former American possessions. It was a large build- 
ing, situated on the plaza, plastered and whitewashed. 
At one end the alcalde was holding a sort of court, and 
at the other were the gratings of a prison. 'Between 
them was a room about thirty feet by twenty, with na- 
ked walls, and destitute of chair, bench, or table. The 
luggage brought in, the hammock hung up, and the 
I alcalde me my supper. Hearing the sound of a 
drum and violin, I walked to the house whence it is- 
sued, which was crowded with men and women smo- 
king, lounging in hammocks, dancing, and drinking 
agua ardiente, in celebration of a marriage. The nigh.t 
before I had been present at a death-scene. This was 
an exhibition of disgusting revelry, and the prominent 
vagabond was disj)osod to pick a quarrel with me ; see- 
ing which, I quietly walked back to the cabildo, shut 
the door, and betook myself to my hammock. 

We started early. Leaving the town, for some dis- 
tance on each side was a fence made of a rail upon 
crotches four feet high, and filled witli long pieces of 
tunos. The road was the same as we had found it on 
the preceding day, level, and abounding with the cpic- 
tus. Again it was desperately hot, and in the after- 
noon we saw at the foot of a high mountain a cluster 
of cocoanut-trees, glittering in the sunbeams like plates 
of silver, and concealing the town of Guastatoya. At 
four o’clock we, entered the town, beautifully situated, 
overlooking a valley in thf‘ rear of the square waving 
with Indian corn, and rode iq> to the house of the broth- 
er of Donna Bartoli ^ our hostess of Gualan, to whom I 
was recommended by her. 

I had a good sapper of eggs, frigoles, chocolate, tortil- 
las, and was 1\ ng in a hammock with my %oots off when 
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the alcalde entered with a sword under his arm, follow- 
ed by my host and several other persons, and told me 
that a party of robbers was out after me ; that he had 
men on their traces, and wished* to borrow my arms 
and ser^vants. The latter I was willing enough to lend, 
for J knew they would find their way back ; but the for- 
mer,- I thought, were more secure under my own eye. 
Being on the main road, I considered it that I 

had that day taken off the caps of my pisto^^nd gun ; 
but, drawing on my boots, recapping and distributing 
my surplus arms, we sallied forth. The muleteer would 
not go, but the deaf and dumb lad, with a face of fire, 
drew his machete and followed. 

It was pitchy dark, and on first going out from^the 
light I could not sec at all, but stumbled along after my 
companions, who moved swiftly and without noise 
through the plaza, and along the whole length of the 
town. In the suburbs we approached a hut which 
stood alone, with the side to\yard us, closed, but the 
light of a fire issued from both ends ; and here it was 
suTOOsed the robbers were, unconscious of pursuit or 
suspicion. After a*brief consultation, it was agreed 
that party should separate, and one half enter at 
each ^tld ; and the alcalde’s charge was to shoot the 
villains rather than let them escape. Stealing toward 
the hut, we rushed in at the same time from tlie ojipo- 
site sides, and captured an old woman, who sat on the 
ground replenishing the fire. She wns not surprised at 
our visit, and, with a bitter laugh, said the birds had 
flown. At that momeiit we heard the report of a mus- 
ket, which was recognised as the signal of the men 
who had been stationed to Tvatch them. All rushed 
out ; another report hmi icd us on faster, and very soon 
Avc rcachi'd the foot of a mountain. As we ascended 

VoL I.— A A 
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the alcalde said that he saw a man crawling on his 
hands and feet up the side of the mountain, and, 
snatching my double-barrelled gun, fired at him as 
coolly as he would have done at a woodcock. J aU scat- 
tered in pursuit, and I was left with. Augustin V^d the 
deaf and dumb boy. ‘ 

Moving on, but not very fast, and looking back occa- 
sionally distant lights in the village, with an un- 

^;known HHmtain before me and a dark night, I began 
to think that it was about enough for me to defend my- 
self when attacked ; although tlie affair was got up on 
my account, it was straining a point for me to p^s the 
night in helping to rid the town of its robbers. Next I 
reflected that, if the gentlemen we were in pursuit of 
should take it into their heads to double,, my cap. and 
white dress made me conspicuous, and it might be awk- 
ward to meet them at this place ; and, in order to gain 
time for consideration what it was best to do, I walked 
back toward the town, 4nd had not fully made up my 
mind when I reached the plaza. 

Here I stopped, and in a few minutes a man parsed, 
who said that he had met two of the rotbers; dn the 
main road, and that they had told him they woulS^gatch 
me in the morning. They had got it into their heads 
that I was an aiddccamp of Carrera, returning from 
Balize with a largd amount of money to pay the troops. 
In about an hour the alcalde and his posse comitatus 
returned. I hgd no idea of being robbed^by mistake ; 
and, knowing the facility with which the robbers might 
go ahead and take a long sliot <it me, I asked the al- 
calde to furnish me with two men to go in advance and 
keep a lookout ; but I was heartily sick of the country 
and the excitement of its petty alarms. 

Daylight dispelled the gloom which night had cast 
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over my spirits. Leaving Guastatoya, for some distance 
I rpde through a cultivated country, and the fields were 
divided Ijy fences. Very soon I forgot all apprehen^ . 
sions of robbers, and, tired of the ‘slow pace of the car- 
go-mules, rode on, leaving them far behind. At eleven 
o’clock I entered a ravine so wild that I thought it could 
not be the main road to Giiatirnala ; there were no 
mule-tracks visible ; and, returning, I tMj|Lanother 
road, the result of which was that I lost mjl^y, and • 
rode the whole day alone. I could gain no certain 
intelligence, of Augustin and .the muleteer, but contin- 
ued on in the belief that they were before me. Push- 
ing on rapidly, at dark I rode up to a hacienda on one 
side of the road, at which I was very kindly received 
by the proprietor, who was a mulatto, and, to my great 
surprise, I learned that I had advanced to within one 
long day’s journey of Guatimala. He made me anx- 
ious, however, about the safety of my luggage ; but for 
that night I could do nothii|g. I lay down opposite 
a large household altar, over which was a figure of the 
Virgin. At about ten o’clock I was roused by the ar- 
rlal bf Augustin and the muleteer. Besides their ap- 
jShensions about me, they had had their own difficul- 
ties ; two of the mules broke down, and they were 
obliged to stop and let them ^cs^, and fi^cd them. 

Early the next morning, leaving the luggage with 
the muleteer (which, by-the-way, was at that time a 
very imprudent proceeding), and taking merely a 
change of apparel, I set out with Augustin. Almost 
immediately we commyenced ascending a rugged mount- 
ain, very steep, and commanding at every step a wild 
and magnificent view ; and from the top saw, at a great 
distance below u.s, in tin., hollow of an amphitheatre of 
moimtains, the village of El Puente, the ground around 
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which was white, and trodden hard by caravans of 
mules. We descended to the village, aiid crossed, the 
bridge, which was laid on a stone ar^ thrown across 
a ravine with a cafaract foaming^t^rough ■ this 

point we were completely encircled’^by mountains, wild 
to sublimity, and reminding me of some of the j^est 
parts of Switzerland. On the other side of the bridge 
we congUll^ed aseending another mountain^ V The 
oad wlf^pRidiiig, and, when very high up, the view of 
the village and bridge at the immense distance, below 
’^^^as surpassingly fine. Descending a short distance, 
we passed a village of huts, situated on the ridge of the 
mountain, commanding on both sid(is a view of an ex- 
tensive valley four or five thousand feet ‘below us. 
Continuing on this magnificent ridge, we descended 
upon a table of rich land, and saw a gate opening into 
grounds which reminded me of park scenery in Eng- 
land, undulating, and ornamented with trees. In the 
midst of this stood the hacienda of San Jose, a long, 
low stone building, Avith a corridor in front ; it Avas pne 
of those situations Avhich, when least expected, touch a 
tender chord, call up cherished associations, 
traveller feel as though he could linger around it for- 
ever, and particularly Avelcomc to us, as Ave had not 
breakfasted. 

It was a hacienda de ganados, or cattle-hacienda, 
and had hundreds of cattle roaming over it ; but all 
that it could g.ive us to eat Avas eggs, tortillas, and 
beans softened in hot Avatcr ; the last being about equal 
to a basket of fresh chips. Thi» over, we made a last 
push for Guatimala. The road lay over a table of land, 
green and rich as a European lawn, ornamented with 
and with features of scenery peculiarly English ; 
ps Avho had left the city at midnight, and had al- 
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ready finished their day’s work, were lying under the 
shade of thV trees, with their saddles and cargoes piled 
up like walls, ^d their mules pasturing near. Along 
the table was a line of huti^, and if ^adorned instead of 
being deformed the hand of man, this would be a 
region of poetic beauty. Indians, men and women, 
with loads on their backs, every party with a bundle of 
rockets, were returning from the ‘‘ Capitj||i|||s they 
proudly called it, to their villages arnongl|pRnount- 
.ains. All told us that two days before Carrera had re- 
entered the city with his soldiers. 

When we were yet two leagues from the city Augus- 
tin’ sJiorSe gave out. I was anxious to have a view of the 
city before dark, and rode on. Late in the afternoon, 
as I was ascending a small eminence, two immense vol- 
canoes stood up before me, seeming to scorn the earth, 
and towering to the heavens". They were the great 
volcanoes of Agua and Fuego, forty miles distant, and 
nearly fifteen thousand feet high, wonderfully grand and 
^aujtiful. Iri a few moments the great plain of Guati- 
appeared in view, surrounded by mountains, and 
in^^ centre of it the city, a mere speck on the vast ex- 
pa^^, with churches, and convents, and numerous tur- 
retsj^ cupolas, and steeples, and still as if the spirit of 
peace rested upon it ; with no storied associations, but 
. by its own beauty creating an impression on the mind 
of a traveller which can never be ctfaced. I dismount- 
ed and tied jny mule. As yet the sun lighted up the 
roofs and domes of the city, giving a reflection so daz- 
zlifig that I could only*look at them by stealth. By de- 
grees, its disk touched the top of the Volcano del Agua ; 
slowly the whole orb sank behind it, illuminating the 
background with an atmosphere fiery red. A rich gold- 
en cloud rolled up its side and rested on the top, and 
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. while I gazed the golden hues disappeared,,, and the 
glory of the scene was gone. . . < ^ 

Augustin came along with his poQ^orse;^Sbtling 
.after him, and a pistol in h^^ hand.^ . EK had b^|n told 
on the way that Carrera’s soldiey^;, were rl^tou^, and 
that there were many ladrones about the suburbs of 
'City, and he was in the humour to fire, i^pon my qne 
who ^udjlllll^ question. I made him put up his pistols, 
pand mounted. An immense ravine, Still 

'^between iis and the city. It was very dark whefi we 
reached the bottom of this ravine, and we were almost 
trodden down by a caravan of loaded mules coitimjg out. 
Rising on the other side to the lop, we entered tlib put- 
er gate, still a mile and a half from Guatimala. Inside 
were miserable huts, with large fixes before them, sur- 
rounded by groups of drunken. Indians and vagabond 
soldiers, firing their muskets at riiridom in the air. ...An-' 
gnstiii told rnc to .spur ; but his poor horse could not 
keep up, and we were obliged to move on at a 
As yet I did not know where to stop ; there w;as‘ no ho- 
tel in Guatimala. What’s the use of a hotel in 
mala ? Who ever goes to Guatimala ? was the t^Pper 
of a gentleman of that place to my inquiries on thfe Sub- 
ject. I had several letters of introduction, and one 
was to iNIr. Hall, the English vice-consul; and, fortu- 
nately, resolved to Ihrow myself upon his hospitality. 

We picked up a ragged Indian, who undertook to 
conduct iis to fiis house, and under his guidance enter- 
ed the city at tlie foot of a long straight street. My . 
country-bred mule seemed astonished at the sight of so 
many hotises, and .vould not cross the gutters, which 
were wide, and in the middle of the street. In spurring 
her over one, she gave a leap that, after her hard jour- 
ney, made mo proud of her ; but she broke her bridle, 
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an(i wa^ obliged to dismount and lead her. Augus- 
tin’s^pwr t)ea^t; was really past carrying him, and he 
followed on {^ whipping mine, the guide lending a 
hati4 be/p^i^an^ehind. In this w*ay wc traversed the 
streets^ pf'^Guati^^ Perhaps no diplomatist ever 
mp^e a more unpretending entry into a capitol. Our 
stupid Indian did not know where Mr. Hall lived ; 
there were hardly any people in the streete^lilinquire 
of, atid J ^was an hour hauling my mule oveCTpPguttersJI 
and jgriimbling at the guide before I found the house, 

I knocked some time without receiving any answer. 
At length a young man opened the shutter of a balco- . 
nied window, and told me that ]\Ir. Hall was not at 
home. This would not serve my turn. I gave my ' 
name, and be retired ; and in a few minutes the large 
door was unlocked, and Mr. Hall liirnself received me. 
He gave me as a reason for not opening sooner, that 
the soldiers had mutinied that day for want of pay, and 
threatened to sack the jcity. Qarrera had exerted him- 
self in trying to pacify, them, arid had borrowed fifty 
doltes from his (Mr. Hall’s) neighbour, a French mer- 
cha^^ but the inhabitants were greatly alarmed ; and 
when I knocked at his door he was afraid that the sol- 
diers were beginning to put their threat in execution. 
Mr, H. had taken down his staff, because on their last 
entry, when he had his flag flying, the soldiers had fired 
upon it, calling it a bandera de giierra. They were 
mostly Indians from the villages, ignorant and insolent, 
and a few days before he had his hat knocked oif by a 
sentinel because he did not raise it in passing, for which 
his complaint was then before the government.* The 
whole city was kept iii a state of awe. No one ven- 

♦ It is due to Carrerr to say that by his orders the suldier received two hun- 
dred lashes. 
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,„ed out ut night, nnd Mr. Hall 
bean able to »a„d., th.ough the 
molested. All this was not very 

not destroy my ■ sdtisfaction m 

For the first time since I entered the ^ 

good bed and a pair of clean ^^6ts 
mohths that day since I embarked frbm ^ew-York,and 
oonly o^tece I entered the country, but it seeined a 

The luxury of my rest that night still 
Urecolleetions, and the morning air Was the 
^ and invigorating I ever breathed. Situated m ^r, 
erras tcmpladas,” or temperate regions, on a tabl^and 
five thousand feet above the sea, the climate of Giiati* 
mala is that of perpetual spring, and the general aspect 
reminded me of the best class of Italian cities. It is 
laid out in blocks of from three to four hundred feet 
square, the streets parallel and crossing each other at 
ri-rht angles. The liouses, made to resist, the action oi 
earthquakes, are of only one story, but very spac|i..s, 
with large doors and windows, protected by ii^^al- 
conies. In the centre of the city stands tfie a 

square of one hundred and fifty yards on each sidej:|^¥ed 
with stone, with a colonnade on three sides , on one o 
these stands the old vice-regal palace and hall of the 
Audiencia ; on another are the cabildo and other city 
buildings; on the third the custom-house and palace 
of the ci-devant Manpiisate of Aycinena,; and on the 
fourth side is the Cathedral, a beautiful edifice, m the 
best style of modern architcctuse, with the archiepisco- 
. pal palace on one fc.de, and the College dc Infantes on 
f the other. In the centre is a large stone fountain, ot 
imposing workmanship, supplied with pipes from the 
guntains about two leagues distant ; and the area is 
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a raarket-place. The churches and convents 
coritesp|^n4^;^i^^^^ beauty the Plaza, and their cost- 
liriei^r?4ifid grai^^j would attract the attention of tour-* 

ists in Italy 

Thejfdiaiidatio^^^ the city was laid in 1776, a year 
m^orable in qur own annals, and when our ancestors / 
thought but littlp of the troubles of their neighbours. 
At that time the old capital, twenty-five mi^||^stant, 
shatteipd ttnd destroyed by earthquakes.^WKraban 
-don^ by its inhabitants, and the present was built in^^ 
the rich , valley of Las VaePas, in a style commensurate 
with the dignity of a captain-generalship of Spain. I. 
havq seldom been more favourably impressed with the 
first appearance of any city, and the only thing that 
pained me in a two hours^ stroll through the streets was 
the sight of Carrera’s ragged and insolent-looking sol- 
diers ; vand my first was, that in any city in Eu- 
rope ol the United Spates, the citizens, instead of sub- 
mining to be lorded over by such barbarians, would 
masse avd pitch them out of the gates, 
course of the morning I took possession of the 
hpO^'^ijat had been bccupied by Mr. Dc Witt, our late 
cha^^ d’affaires. If I had been favourably impressed 
with the external appearance of the houses, I was 
charmed with the interior. The entrance was by a 
large double door, through a passage* paved with small 
black and white stones, into a handsome patio or court- 
yard paved ip like manner. On the sides were broad 
corridors paved with square red bricks, and along the 
foot of the corridors ^ve^e borders of flowers. In front, 
on the street, and adjoining the entrance, was an ante- 
room with one large balconied window, and next to it 
a sala or parlour, wiiu Ivro windows. At the farther 
end a door opened froHi ihe side into the comedor or 
VoL. r.— B b 17 
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: dining-room, which had a door anA two windpwsj5i|)en* 
; ing upon the corridor. At the end oj^h^^®Si|if^#pom 
;?was a door leading to a sleeplng-ro^^wra^P^^^and 
>dne window, and irhen another rboiffWtB^^&^Se ‘%tze, 
X aU with doors and windows openiii^|;upbri^1^^ 

The building and corridor were clohtihupd 
foot of the lot; in the centre were robSis for 
and corners were a kitchen and stable,'b6m- 

pletelj^Kwcn from sight, and each furnished v^Jth a 
g feparate fountain. This is the plan of all the in 

- Guatimala ; others arc much larger ; that of the Ayci- 
^nena family, for instance, covered a square of tw6' hun- 
dred feet; but mine combined more beauty arid com- 
fort than any habitation 1 ever saw. 

At two o’clock my luggage arrived, and I was most 
comfortably installed in rhy ^ew domicil. The' sala or 
reception-room was furnished ^ith a large bookcase, 
containing rows of books with y^|ow bindings,* Vhich 
gave me twinging recollections of ri Hw-officte at home ; 
the archives of the legation had quite imjidSl^as- 
pect; and over Mr. De Witt’s writing-ublS^’fii^an- 
olher memorial of home ; a fac-simile of the peidtii^bn 
of Independence. ’ ^ ^ 

My first business was to make arrangements fdr i^end- 
ing a trusty escort for Mr. Catherwood, and, this over, 
it was incumbent upon me to look around for the gov- 
ernment to which I was accredited. 

From the time of the conquest Guatimala had re- 
mained in a state of prolouiid tranquillity as a colony 
of Spain. The Indians submitted quietly to the author- 
ity of the whites, and all bowed to the divine right of 
the Romish Church. In the biiginning of tlie present 
century a few scattering r.ays of light penetrated to the 
heart of the American Continent • and in 182»i the 
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^ as it was then called, declared 

its of Spain, and, after a short union with 

lVI^Xlb|>, 'ebnsS^^d itself a republic under the nanoie 
of tiie of Central America. By the aarti*f 

cle^J agree^ confederacy was composed of five 

slpbs^ viz., San Salvador, Honduras, Nica-*^ 

ragua,^and jCbbta Rica, Chiapas had the privilege of 
entering if it should think proper, but it Mjiter did. 
Quei^tenango, a district of Guatimala, ws^^l^waxd 
erected into a separate state,. and added. . 

T^ie monster party- spirit was rocked in the very cra^ 
die 6f their independence, and a line of demarcatiout 
was at once drawn between the Aristocratic and Demo^ 
cratic parties. The local names oT these at first confu- 
sed me, the former being called the Central or Servile, 
and the latter the Federal or Liberal, or Democratic 
party. Substantially they were the same with our own 
Federal and Democratic parties. 'The reader will per- 
haps find it difficult to understand that in any country, 
in a political sense, Federal and Democratic can mean 
thb, sanie thing, or that when I speak of a Federalist I 
meajpi: a Democrat ;* and, to prevent confiision in refer- 
ring to them hereafter, I shall call the Aristocratic the 
Central, and the Democratic the Liberal party. The 
former, like our own Federal party, was for consolida- 
ting and centralizing the powers of the general gov- 
ernment, and the latter contended for the sovereignty 
of the stales. The Central party consisted of a few 
leading families, which, by reason of certain privileges 
of monopoly for impprtations under tlie old Spanish 
government, assunied the tone of nobles, sustained by 
the priests and friars, and the religious feeling of the 
country. The latter ,...s composed of men of intel- 
lect and energy, who ihrew off the yoke of the Romish 
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.Church, and, in the first enthusiasm of .^emancipated 
minds, tore away at once the black mantl^^qf 
tion, thrown, like a funeral pall, over the 

people. The Centralists wished to preserve ffife’ usages 
of the colonial system, and resisted every iiii^vatioftit^d 
every attack, direct or indirect, upon the privile^c^f 
the Church, and their a^vn prejudices or interests, 
Liberals, ^dent, and cherishing brilliant schemes' df 
:;^^orm, l^i^d at an instantaneous change in popular 
-fillings and customs, and considered every moinent 
lost that did not establish some new theory or sweep 
away some old abuse. The Centralists forgot that civ- 
ilization is a jealous divinity, which does not admit of 
partition, and cannot remain stationary. The Liberals 
forgot that civilization requires a harmony of intelli- 
gence, of customs, and of laws. . The example of the 
United States and of their free ihstjtutions was held up 
by the Liberals ; and the Centralists contended that, 
with their ignorant and heterogeneous populationj, scat- 
tered over a vast territory, without facilities of coi|10 
nication, it was a hallucination to* take our country | 
model. At the third session of Congress the 
came to an open rupture, and the deputies or *^ii "Sal- 
vador, always the most Liberal state in the confedera- 
cy, withdrew. 

Flores, the vice-eliief of the Stale of Guatimala, a 
Liberal, had made liiinself odious to the priests and fri- 
ars by laying a contribution upon the convent at Quez- 
altenango ; and while on a visit to that place the fri- 


ars of the convent excited tlie populace against him, as 
an enemy to religion A mob gatheri;(l before his house, 
with cries of Death to the lieretic Flores fled to 
the church ; but as he was entering the door a mob of 
women seized him, wrested a slick from his bauds, beat 
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him ivith it,, tore off his cap, and dragged him by the 
halier' H from these furies and ran up into 

the-^ulpit. alarm-bell was sounded, and all the 

rabble of the Town poured into the plaza. A few sol- 
diers endeayoinred to cover the entrance^ to the church, 
but were assailed with stones and cJwbs; and the mob,, 
bearing dow^h all opposition, forced its way into the 
chtirch, making the roof ring ^^ith cries of Death to 
the heretic !” Rushing toward the pulpit, some tried 
to unhinge it, others to scale it ; others struck at the 
unhappy vice-chief with knives tied to the ends of long 
poles while a young dend, with one foot on the mould- ^ 
ings of the pulpit and the other elevated in the air, 
leaned over anr* seized him by the hair. The curate, 
who Avas in rte pulpit with him, frightened at the tem- 
pest he had assisted to raise, held up the Holy of Ho- 
lies, and begged the mob to spare him, promising that 
he should leave the city immediately. The unhappy 
Floresj bn his knees, confirmed these promises ; but the 
fri^ ur^d on the mob, who became so excited with 
religious phrensy, that, after kneeling before the figure 
of the Saviour, exclaiming, ‘‘We adore thee, oh Lord, 
we venerate thee,” they rose up with the ferocious cry, 
“but for thy honour and glory this blasphemer, this 
heretic, must die !” They dragged him from the pulpit 
across the floor of the church, and in the cloisters threw 
him into the hands of the fanatic and furious horde, 
Avhen the women, like unchained furies, with tlieir fists, 
sticks, and stones, beat him to dc'ath. ’ His murderers 
stripped his body, Icaying it, disfigured and an object 
of horror, exposed to the insults of the po})ulace, and 
then dis])<'rscd throirehoul the city, demanding the 
heads of Lil)(‘ra! ^ aiul v * . iiig “ Viva la Religion, y mu- 
cran los Iieregos dei Coxigreso.” About the same time 
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religious fanaticism swept the state, and ^the Liberal 
party was crushed in Guatimala. " ^ .. 

But the state of San Salvador, from the begihining 
the leader in Liberal principles, was prSmpt iii its ef- 
forts of vengeance, and on the sixteenth of Mar^, 1827, 
its army appeared within the outer gates of Guatima- 
la, threatening the do?truction of the capital; but reli- 
gious fanaticism was too strong ; the priests ran through 
|fhe streete' exhorting the people to take up arms,Jhe 
^friars headed mobs of women^ who, \vith drawn knives, 
lliwore destruction to all who attempted to overturn 
'|their religion, and the San Salvadoreans were defeat- 
ed and driven back. For two* years the parties were 
at open war. In 1829 the troops of Stri Salvador, un- 
der General Morazan, who had now become the head 
of the Liberal party, again marched upoa Guatimala, 
and, after thret) days’ lightingj entered it in triumph.. 
All the leaders of the Central .party, the Ayciaenas, 
the Pavons, and Pciioles, were bdhished or fted, the 
convents were broken up, the institution of frialrs 
ished, the friars themselves put on board vessels and 
shipped out of the country, and th'e archbishop, antici- 
pating banishment, or perhaps fearing a worse fate, 
sought safety in flight. 

In 1831 General Morazan was elected president of 
the republic ; at the expiration of the term he was re- 
elected ; and for eight years the Liberal party had the 
complete ascendancy. During the latter j)art of hi.s 
term, however, there was great discontent, particularly 
on account of forced lorms and /^xacaions for the sup- 
port of government or, ns llu: Centralists said, to grat- 
ify the rapacity of unscru))nlous and profligate oiiic e- 
holders. The Church party was always nti the alert. 
The exiles in he United States and Mexico, and on the 
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frontier, with their eyes always fixed upon home, kept 
up constant communications^ and fostered the growing 
discontents, of them, in a state of penury 

abroad, ventured to return, and these tiot being molest- 
ed, others swn followed. At this time came on the 
rising of Carrera, which was at first more dreaded by 
the Centralists than the Liberals, but suddenly, and to 
their own utter astonishment, placed the former nomi- 
nally at the head of government. 

In May preceding my arrival the term of the presi- 
dent, senators, and deputies had expired, and no elec- 
tions had been held to supply their places. The vice- 
president, who had been elected during an unexpired 
term, was the only existing officer of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. The states of Guatimala, Honduras, Nica- 
ragua, and Costa Rica had declared themselves inde- 
pendent of the Federal Government. The states ‘of 


San Salvador and (^uezaltenango sustained the Federal 
Government, and mbrazan, as commandcr-in-chief of 
the 'Peddrar forces, had defeated Ferrera, and estab- 
lished troops in Honduras, which gave the Liberal party 
the actual control of* threq states. 

Virtually, then, the states stood ‘‘ three and three.” 
Where was my government ? The last Congress, be- 
fore its dissolution, liad recommended that panacea for 
political ills, a convention to amend the Constitution. 
The governments of England and France were repre- 
sented near that of Central Anu‘rica bv consuls general. 


Neither had any treaty ; England could ni>t procure 
one except upon a siyrender ot’ all claim to the Isl- 
and of Roatan, in the Bay of Honduras, and to Ba- 
lizc. One had been dmwo up with France, but, 
though pressed with great earnesti]. ss by the consul 
general of that cbuin ry, the senate refused to ratify it. 
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Ours was the only government th?it had any treaty with 
Central America, and, up to the time of Mf X)e W 
‘ departure from the country, we Avere represented by a 
charge d’affaires.' (The British consul-general, had pub- 
lished a circular denying the existence of the general 
government; the French consul was hot bn goad 
terms with either party; and my arrival, arid the 'course 
I might take, were a subject of some interest to jpoli- 
ticians. 

There was but one side to politics in Gfuatirriala. 
Both parties have a beautiful way of producing‘JUnanim- 
ity of opinion, by driving out of the country all Who do 
not agree Avith them. If there Avere any Liberal^,! did 
hot meet them, or they did not dare to open their lips. 
The Central party, only six months in poAver, and still 
surprised at being there, was fluttering betAA^ecn arro- 
gance and fear. The old families, whose principal 
members had been banished or politically ostracized, 
and the clergy, Avere elated at the expulsion of the 
Liberal party, and their return to Avhat they considered 
their natural right to rule the state; they talked of re- 
calling the banished archbishop and friars, restoring the 
privileges of the Church, repairing the convents, revi- 
ving monnstic institutions, and making Guatimala what 
it had once been, the jcAvcl of Spanish America. 

One of my first visits of ceremony was to Seiior Ri- 
vera Paz, the chief of the state. I Avas pre^sented by 
Mr. Henry Savage, who had formerly acted as United 
States consul at Guatimala, and was thj.‘ only Ameri- 
can resident, to Avhorn I am midyr many oljligaliOiis for 
his constant attentif us. The Stab-, of Guatimala, hav- 
ing declared its ind<'pen'lenee of tlie Federal govern- 
ment, was fit that time governed by a tf‘m])orary body 
called a Cons ituent Assembly. On the last entry of 
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Cartera into the city, in March preceding my arrival, 
Salazar, the chief of the state, fled, and Carrera, on 
horseliack, knocked at the door of Sehor Rivera Paz 
befpre daylight, and, by his individual pleasilre, installed 
nim as chief. It was a fortunate choice for the people 
of Guatimala!.' He was about thirty-eight, gentleman* 
ly in his appearance and manners, and, in all the trying 
positions in which he was afterward placed, exhibited 
more than ordinary prudence and judgment. 

I had been advised that it would be agreeable to the 
government of Guatimala for me to present my creden- 
tials to the chief of that state, and afterward to the 
chiefs of the other states, and that the states separately 
would treat of the matters for which I was accredited 
to the general government. The object of this was to 
preclude a recognition on my part of the power which 
was, or claimed to be, the general government. The 
suggestion was of coinrse preposterous, but it showed 
the dominion of party-spirit with men who knew bet- 
ter. Senor Rivera Paiz expressed his regret at my hap- 
pening to visit the country at such an unfortunate pe- 
•riod, and assured me* of the friendly disposition of that 
state, and that it would do all in its power to serve me. 
During my visit I was introduced to several of the lead- 
ing members of the administration, and I left with a 
favourable opinion of Rivera Paz, which was never sha- 
in regard to him personally. 

In the evening, in company with Mr. Hall, I attend- 
ed the last meeting of the Constituent Assembly. It 
was held in the old I^all of Congress ; the room was 
large, hung with portraits of old Spaniards distinguish- 
ed in the history of the country, and dimly lighted. 
The deputies sar on a piatibrin at one end, elevated 
about six feet, and ihe ]>rcsidenl on an elevation in a 
VoL. I.— C 0 
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? large chair, two secretaries at a table beneath, and on 
the wall were the arms of the republic, the groundwork 
of which was three volcanoes, emblematic, I suppose, 
of the combustible tatate of the country. The deputies 
sat oh each side, about thirty being present, nearly half 
of whom were priests, with black gowns and caps ; ismd 
by the dull light the scene carried me back to the d^k 
ages, and seemed a meeting of inquisitors. 

. The subject under discussion was a motion to revive 
the old law of tithes, which had been abolished by the 
Xiiberal party. The law was passed unanimously ; but 
there was a discussion upon a motion to appropriate a 
small part of the proceeds for the support of hospitals 
• for the poor. The priests took part in the discussion, 
and with liberal sentiments ; a lay member, with big 
black whiskers, opposed it, saying that the Church 
stood like a light in darkness ; and the Marquis Ayci- 
nena, a priest and the leading member of the party, 
said that what was ra,ised for God should be given 
to God alone.” There was another discussion uponrjhe 
point whether the law should operate upon cattle'tlien 
in being or to be born thereafter ; and, finally, as to tlxe^ 
means of enforcing it. One gentleman contended that 
coercive measures should not be used, and, with a fine 
burst of eloquence, said that reliance might be placed 
upon the religious 'feelings of the people, and that the 
poorest Indian would come forward and contribute his 
mite ; but the Assembly decided that the Iqw should be 
enforced by Las Icyes antiguas de los Espagnoles, the 
old laws of the Spaniards, tti^ a^werities of which had 
been one of the gr at causes of revolution in all Span- 
ish countries. There was something horrible in this 
retrograde legi. lation. I could hardly realize that, in 
the riinelecnii> century, men of sense, and in a country 
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through the length and breadth of which free principles ; 
were struggling for the ascendancy, would dare fasten 
on the people a yoke which, even in the dark ages^ was 
too galling to be borne. The tone of debate was re- 
spectable, but calm and unimpassioned, from the entire 
absence of any opposition party. The Assembly pur- 
ported to be a popular body, representing the voice of 
the people. It was a time of great excitement, and the 
last night of its session ; and Mr. Hall and I, four men 
and three boys, were the only listeners. 

As it was not safe to be in the streets after eight 
o’clock, the Assembly was adjourned, and, after a short 
session the next morning, assembled at a state break- 
fast. The place of meeting was ih the old library, k 
venerable room, containing a valuable collection of rare 
old Spanish books and manuscripts, among which had 
lately been discovered the two missing volumes of Pu- 
entes, and where I promised myself much satisfaction. 
The only guests were Mr. HalJ, the French consul gen- 
eral, Colonel Monte Rosa, an aid of Carrera, and my- 
se\f4), Carrera was invited, but did not come. The ta- 
ble was pTrofusely ornamented with flowers and fruits. 
There w^ very little wine drunk, no toasts, and no gay- 
ety. There was not a gray-haired man at table ; all were 
young, and so connected that it seemed a large family 
party ; more than half had been in exih', and if Mora- 
zan returned to power they w^ould all be scattered 
again. » 

I had been but three days in Guatimala, and already 
the place w.as dull. The clouds which hung over the 
political horizon W'cighed upon the spirits of the inhabi- 
tants, and in the evemiii: I w v, obliged to shut mysedf 
up in my house iloiuv in the iniceriainty which hung 
over my move nic ins, and to avoid the trouble of 
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housekeeping for perhaps but a few weeks, I dined and 
supped at the house of the sehora, an interesting young 
widow who owned mine (her husband had been shot in 
a private revolutiorf* of his own getting up), and lived 
nearly opposite. The first evening I remained there till 
nine o’clock ; but as I was crossing on my return home a 
fierce ‘‘ Quien vive who goes ?” came booming up 
the street. In the dark I could not see the sentinel, and 
did not know the password. Fortunately, and what 
was very unusual, he repeated the challenge two or 
three times, but so fiercely that the tones of his voice 
Went through me like a musket-ball, and probably in a 
moment more the ball itself would have followed, but 
an old lady rushecf out of the house I had left, and, 
wi^h a lantern in her hand, screamed “ Patria Libre.” 

Though silent, I was not idle; and when in a safe 
place thanked her from across the street, hugging close 
the inside of rny doorway. Since Carrera’s entry, he 
had placed sentinels to preserve the peace of the.qity, 
which was very quiet before he came, and his pewe- 
officers kept it in a constant state of alarrm The^^^pn- 
tinels were Indians, ignorant, undiscipline4> Wa inso- 
lent, and fond of firing their muskets. They were or- 
dered to challenge “Quien Vive?” “Who goes?” 
“ Qiie gente ?” “ What people ?” “ Quel Regimento ?” 
“ What regiment ?” and then fire. One fellow had al- 
ready obeyed his orders literally, and, hurrying through 
the three questions, without waiting for aqswers, fired, 
and shot a woman. The answers w'ere, “ Patria Li- 
bre,” “ Country free “ Paisiuio,” “ Countryman ;” 
and“Paz,” “ Peac 

This was a subject of nnnoyance all the time I was 
in Guatimala. The streets were not lighted ; and hear- 
ing the challei'ge, sometimes at the distance of a square, 
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in a ferocious voice, without being able to see the sen- 
tinel, I always imagined him with his musket at his 
shouldbr, peering through the darkness to take aim. I 
felt less safe by reason of my for«ign pronunciation; 
but I never met any one, native or stranger, who was 
not nervous when within reach of the sentinel’s chal- 
lenge, or who would not go two squares out of the way 
to avoid it. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Hacienda of Naranjo.— Lazoing-.—- Diplomatic Correspondence. — Fornralaa. — 
’ FAte of La Concepcion. — Taking the Black Veil — A Countrywomahi; ^Re- 
nouncing the World. — Fireworks, &c.— Procession in honour of Ihe VifgiDu— 
Another Exhibition of Fireworks. — A fiery Bull. — Insolent Soldiery. 

^5 The next day, in company with Mr. Savage, I rode 
to Naranjo, a small hacienda of the Aycinena family, 
r about seven miles from the city. Beyond the walls all 
' was beautiful, and in the palmy days of Guatimala the 
Aycinenas rolled to the Naranjo in an enormous car- 
riage, full of carving and gilding, in the style of the 
grandees of Spain, whieh now stands in the eobrtyard 
of the family-house as a memorial of better days^ ^ We 
entered by a large gate into a road upon their land, 
undulating and ornamented with trees, and by^^a jHpge 
artificial lake, made by damming up several 
Wc rode around the borders of the'' lake ^ and enf a 
large cattle-yard, in the centre of ivhich,^on the 
a declivity, stood the house, a strong stofK^^^tructure, 
with a broad ])iazza in front, and commanding a beau- 
tiful view of the volcanoes of the Antigua. 

The hacienda was only valuable from its vicinity to 
Guatimala, being what would be called at home a 
country-seat; and contained only seven thou.sand acres 
of land, about seventy mules, and seven Hundred head 
of ctfttle. It was the season for marking and number- 
ing the cattle, an*^ two of tue Scuort s Aycinena were 
at the hacienda to superintend the operations. The 
^^Ule had been caught and brought in ; hut, as I had 
nbver seen I’le process of lazoing, after dinner a hun- 
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dred head,’ which had been kept up two days without * 
food, were let loose into a field two or three miles in 
circumference. Eight men were mounted, with iron 
spurs ah inch long on their naked heels, and each with 
a lazo in hand, which consisted of an entire cow’s hid© 
cut into a single cord about twenty yards long ; one 

end was fastened to the horse’s tail, which 'was first 

- .... ’ 

'wra|)ped in leaves to prevent its being lacerated, and 
the rest was wound into a coil, and held by the rider in 
his right hand, resting on the pommel of the saddle. 
The cattle had all dispersed ; we placed ourselves on an 
elevation commanding a partial view of the field, and 
the riders scattered in search of them. In a little while 
thirty or forty rushed past, followed by the riders at 
full speed, and very soon were out of sight. We milst 
either lose the sport or follow ; and in one of the doub- 
lings^ taking particularly good care to avoid the throng 
of fiirious cattle and headlong riders, I drew up to the 
side of two men who were chasing a single ox, and fol- 
over hill, through bush, brush, and underwood ; 
i Oigp rider threw his lazo beautifully over the horns of 
th^bx, add then turned his horse, while the ox bound- 
edRo the^ieigth of the lazo, and, without shaking horse 
or rider, pitched headlong to the ground. 

At this moment a herd swept by, with the whole com- 
pany in full pursuit. A large yellow ox separated from 
the rest, and all followed him. For a mile he kept 
ahead, doubled, and dodged, but the horsemen crowded 
liiin down toward the lake ; and, after an inetfectual at- 
tempt to bolt, he rushed into the water. Two horsemen 
followed and drove him out, and gave him a start, but 
in a few moments the lazo whizzed over liis head, and, 
while horse and rider .-iood like marble, the ox again 
came with a j)luiim' lu the ground. The riders scat 
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^ ? > The next day, in company with Mr. Savage, I rode 
'to Naranjo, a small hacienda of the Aycinena family, 
’f - about seven miles from the city. Beyond the walls all 
was beautiful, and in the palmy days of Gluatimala the 
Aycinenas rolled t© the Naranjo in an enormous car- 
riage, full of carving and gilding, in the style of the 
grandees of Spain, which now stands in the courtyard 
of the family-house as a memorial of better days^^,' We 
entered by a large gate into a road upon thefir 'land, 
undulating and ornamented with trees, and by 8^ ||tge 
artificial lake, made by damming up several 
We rode around the borders of the lake, and ehtcsl^ a 
large cattle-yard, in the centre of ivhich,^on df 

a declivity, stood the house, a strong stofij^^tructure, 
with a broad piazza in front, and commanding a beau- 
tiful view of the volcanoes of the Antigua. 

The hacienda was only valuable from its vicinity to 
Guatimala, being what would be called at home a 
country-seat ; and contained oi\ly seven thousand acre.s 
of land, about seventy moles, nnd seven Hundred head 
of cIRtle. It was the season for marking and number- 
ing the cattle, an ^ two of liiC feehores Aycinena were 
at the hacienda to superinrend the operations. The 
,|>attle had bee*^ caught and brought in ; but, as I had 
never seen i le process of lazoing, after dinner a him- 
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dred head, which had been kept up two days without ^ 
food, wire let loose into a field two or three miles in 
circumference. Eight men were mounted, with iron 
spurs ah inch long on their naked heels, and each with 
a lazo in hand, which consisted of an entire eow’s hide 
cut into a single cord about twenty yards long; one 
end^ was fastened to the horse’s tail, which was first 
wra|»ped in leaves to prevent its being lacerated, and 
the rest was wound into a coil, and held by the rider in 
his right hand, resting on the pommel of the saddle. 
The cattle had all dispersed ; we placed ourselves on an 
elevation commanding a partial view of the field, and , 
th6 riders scattered in search of them. In a little while . 
thirty or forty rushed past, followed by the riders at 
full speed, and very soon were out of sight. We mUst 
either lose the sport or follow ; and iji one of the doub- 
lings^, taking particularly good care to avoid the throng 
of fuilibus cattle and headlong riders, I drew up to the 
sid.e^of two men who were chasing a single ox, and fol- 
lowed over hill, through bush, brush, and underwood; 
oils 'rider threw his lazo beautifully over the horns of 
the bx, and then turned his horse, while the ox bound- 
ed to thelefigth of the lazo, and, without shaking horse 
or rider, pitched headlong to the ground. 

At this moment a herd swept by, with the whole com- 
pany in full pursuit. A large yellow ox separated from 
the rest, and all followed him. For a mile he kept 
ahead, doubled, and dodged, but the horsemen crowded 
him down toward the lake ; and, after an inellectual at- 
tempt to b(^lt, he rushed into the water. Two liorsemen 
followed and drove him out, and gave him a start, but 
in a few moments tlie lazo v/hizzed over his head, and, 
while horse rider stood like ntarble, the ox again 
came with a plunge to the ground. The riders scat 
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teredy and one horse and rider rolled over in such a 
way that I thought every bone in his body was broken ; 
but the sport was so exciting that I, who at the begin- 
ning was particularly careful to keep out of harm’s way, 
felt very much disposed to have my own horse’s tail tied 
up and take a lazo in my hand. The effect of the sport 
was heightened by the beauty of the scene, with the 
great volcanoes of Agiia and Fiiego towering above us, 
and toward evening throwing a deep shade over the 
plain. It was nearly dark when we returned to the 
house. With that refinement of politeness, which I 
^believe is exclusively Spanish, the gentlemen escorted 
.us some distance on our road. At dark we reached 
Guatimala, and, to our great satisfaction, learned at the 
gate that the soldiers were confined to the barracks. 

The news of my arrest and imprisonment, with great 
exaggeration of circumstance, had reached Guatimala 
before me, and I was advised that the state govern- 
ment intended making me a communication on the sub- 
ject. I waited several days, and, not receiviiTg^^iy, 
made a formal complaint, setting forth the facts, and 
concluding that I did not attempt to suggest what 
ought to be done, but felt satisfied. that the government 
would do what was consistent with its own honour and 
the rights of a friendly nation. In a few days I re- 
ceived an answer from the secretary of state, convey- 
ing the regrets of the president for the occurrence, and 
stating that, before receiving my note, the government 
had taken the measures which it deemed proper in the 
premises. As this was very imlefinite, and as I bore 
considerable anger against tluj parties, and, moreover, 
as I heard out of doors something about these “ meas- 
ures,” and considered it necessary, for the protection 
of Ajtnericam who were or might be in that country, 
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not to suffer an outrage that had become notorious to 
be treatM lightly, I addressed a farther note to the sec- 
retary, asking specifically whether the officer and al- 
calde referred to had been punished, and if so, in what 
way. To this I received for answer that, in the cir- 
cumstances in which the country was placed by means . 
of an extraordinary popular revolution, and the dis- 
trust prevailing in the frontier villages, the local au- 
thorities were more suspicious than usual in the matter 
of passports, arid that the outrage, cl atropellamento,’* 
which I had suffered, had its origin in the orders of a 
military officer, ‘‘ un oficial militar^'^ who suspected 
that I and my companion were ‘‘enemies,’’ and that 
General Oascara, as soon as he was informed of the cir- 
cumstances, had roTYioved him from his command ; the 
reply went on to say that the government, much to its 
regret, from the difficult circumstances in which the 
country was placed, had not the power to give that se- 
curity to travellers which it desired, but would issue 
preventive orders to the local authorities to secure me 
in my farther travels. 

I had understood tliat General Cascara had removed 
the officer,' but the intelligence was hardly received in 
Guatimala before Carrera ordered him to be restored ; 
and I afterward saw in a San Salvador paper that he 
had threatened to shoot General Cafecara if his degra- 
dation was not revoked. In farther communications 
with the Si'crotary and the chief of the .^tate, tlu'y con- 
fessed their inability to do anything ; and being sat- 
isfied that tlicy desired jt even more than myself, I did 
not consider it worth while to press tlie snl)ject ; as in- 
deed, ill strictness, I had Tmo to call upon the state 
government. * general govcrnmeji' had not the least 
particb' of power in lUr state, and I mention the cir«- 
VoL. I.— Dd 
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cumstance to show the utter feebleness of the^ admin- 
istration, and the wretched condition of the country 
generally. It troubled me on one accoimt, ag it showed 
the difficulty and danger of prosecuting the, travels I 
had contemplated. 

From the moment of my arrival I was struck with 
the devout character of the city of Guatimala. At 
matins and vespers the churches were all open, and the 
people, particularly the women, went regularly to 
prayers. Every house had its figure of the Virgin, 
the Saviour, or some tutelary saint, and on the door 
were billets of paper with prayers. ‘‘ La verdadera 
sangre de Cristo, nuestro redentor que Solo represen- 
tada en Egipto libro a los Israelitas de un brazo fuerte 
y poderoso, libre nos de la pcste, guerra, y muerte re- 
pentina. Amen.” “ The true blood of Christ our Re- 
deemer, which aloiic, exhibited in Egypt, freed the Is- 
raelites from a strong and powerful arm, deliver us from 
pestilence, war, and sudden death. Amen.” 

O Maria, eoncebida sin pecado, rogad por lioso- 
tros, que recurrimos a vos.” “ O Virgin, conceived 
without sin, pray for us, that we rftay have recourse to 
thee.” 

‘‘ Ave Maria, gracia plena, y la santissima Trinidad 
nos favorezea.” ‘‘ Hail Mary, full of grace, and may 
the Holy Spirit favour us.” 

“ El dolce nombre de Jesus, 

Sea COD nosono®. Amen.” 

On the first Sunday after my arrival wa.s celebrated 
the f6te of La Concepcion, frtf‘ always honoured in 
the observances < f the Catholic (yhiirch, and this day 
more important from the cimunstance that a j>rohati()n- 
QT in the convent of La Coneepeion intcAded to take 
^ ve I, At break of day the church bells rang 
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throughout the city, cannon were fired in the plaza, 
and rockets and fireworks set off at the corners of the 
streets. At nine o’clock crowds of people were hurry- 
ing to the Church of La Concepcipn. Before the door, 
and extending across the streets, were arches decorated 
with evergreens and flowers. The broad steps of the, 
church were strewed with pine leaves, and on the plat- 
form were men firing rockets. The church was one of 
the handsomest in Guatimala, rich with gold and silver 
ornaments, pictures, and figures of saints, and adorned 
with arches and flowers. The Padre Aycinena, the 
vice-president of the state, and the leading member of 
the Constituent Assembly, was the preacher of the day, 
and his high reputation attracted a large concourse of 
people. The pulpit was at one end of the church, and 
the great mass of the people were anxious to hear the 
serinoh. This left the other end comparatively va- 
c^rit^^ and I placed myself on a step of the nearest 
altar, directly in front of the grating of the convent. 
At #fe close of the sermon fliere was a discharge of 
rockets and crackers from the steps of the church, the 
smoke of which clouded the interior, and the smell of 
powder was stronger than that of the burning incense. 
The floor was strewed with pine leaves, and covered 
with kneeling women, with black mantillas drawn close 
over the top of the head, and held together under the 
chin. I never saw a more beautiful spectacle than 
these rows of kneeling Avomeii, with faces pure and 
lofty ill expression, lighted up by the enthusiasm of re- 
ligion ; and ainoiur tlieui, fairer than most and lovely as 
any, was one from my own land ; not more than twen- 
ty-two, married to a r;entleiaau belonging to one of the 
first families of CiuaUux^iia, once an exile in the United 
States. Ill a new 'ana and among a new people, she 
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had embraced a new faith ; and, with the enthusiasm 
of a youthful convert, no lady in Guatimala was more 
devout, more regular at mass, or more strict in all the 
discipline of the Ca/holic Church than the Sister Su- 
sannah. 

After the fireworks there was a long ceremony at the 
altar, and then a general rush toward the other ex- 
tremity of the church. The convent was directly ad- 
joining, and in the partition wall, about six feet from 
the floor, was a high iron grating, and about four feet 
beyond it another, at which the nuns attended the ser- 
vices of the church. Above the iron grating was a 
wooden one, and from this in a few minutes issued a 
low strain of wild Indian music, and presently a figure 
in white, with a long white veil and a candle in her 
right hand, and both arms extended, walked slowly to 
within a few feet of the grating, and then as slowly re- 
tired. Presently the same low note issued from the 
grating below, and we saw advancing a procession of 
white nuns, with long white veils, each holding in her 
hand a long lighted candle. The music ceased, and a 
chant arose, so low that it required* intent listening to 
catch the sound. Advancing two and two with this 
low chant to within a few feet of the grating, the sis- 
ters turned off different ways. At the end of tlie pro- 
cession were tw’o black nuns, leading between them the 
probationer, dressed in white*, with a white veil and a 
wreath of roses round her head. The white nuns ar- 
ranged themselves on each side, their chant CM^ased, and 
the voice of the probatiom^r was lurard alone, but so 
faint that it seern^'d the l>rcatliiiig of a spirit of air. 
The white nuns strewed flowers before her, and she 
advanced between the two black ones. Three limtjs 
she stopped and kneeled, continuing the same low 
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chant, and the last time the white nuns gathered 
around her, strewing flowers upon iier head and in hex 
path. Slowly they led her to the back part of the chap* 
el, and all kneeled before the altar. » 

At this time a strain of music was heard at the other 
end of the church ; a way was cleared through the 
crowd, and a procession advanced, consisting of the 
principal priests, clothed in their richest robes, and 
headed by the venerable provisor, an octogenarian 
with white hair, and tottering on the verge of the grave, 
as remarkable for the piety of his life as for Ms venera- 
ble appearance. A layman bore on a rich frame a gold 
crown and sceptre studded with jewels. The proces- 
sion advanced to a small door on the right of the gra- 
ting, and the two black nuns and the probationer ap- 
peared in the doorway. Some words passed between 
her and the pro visor, which I understood to be an ex- 
amination by him whether her proposed abandonment 
of t|{e world was voluntary or not. This over, the pro- 
visoT removed the wreath of roses and tlie white veil, 
and put on her head the crown and in her hand the 
sceptre. The music* sounded loud notes of triumph, 
and in a few moments she reappeared at the grating 
with the crown and sceptre, and a dress sparkling with 
jewels. The sisters embraced her, and again threw 
roses upon her. It seemed horrible -to heap upon her 
the pomp and pleasures of the Avorld, at the moment 
when she was about to bid hirewell tc them forever. 
Again she kneeled before the altar ; and when slic rose 
the jewels and preeions^ stones, the rich ornaments with 
which she was decorated, were taken from her, and she 
returned to the bishop, vrho te >k away tlie crown and 
sceptre, and put n h‘*r head the blaci' veil. Again she 
appeared before Mu ; the last, the fatal step was 
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• not yet taken ; the bJack veiJ was not drawn. Again 
the nuns pressed rounds and this time they almost de* 
voiired her with kisses. 

I knew nothing of her story. I had not heard that 
the ceremony was to take place till late in tBe evening 
before, and 1 had made up my mind that she was old 
and ugly ; but she was not, nor was she faded and worn 
with sorrow, the picture of a broken heart; nor yet a 
young and beautiful enthusiast ; she was not more than 
twenty-three, and had one of those good faces which, 
without setting men wild by their beauty, bear the im- 
press of a nature well qualified for the performance of 
all duties belonging to daughter, and wife, and mother, 
speaking the kindliness and warmth of a woman’s heart. 
It was pale, and she seemed conscious of the important 
step and the solemn vows she was takhig, and to have 
no pangs ; and yet who can read what is passing in the 
human breast ? 

She returned to the provisor who drew over her 
face a black veil ; and music rose in bursts of rejoicing, 
that one who was given to the world to take a share, in 
its burdens had withdrawn herself from it. Imme- 
diately commenced the hum of restrained voices ; and 
working my way through the crowd, I joined a party of 
ladies, one of whom was my fair countrywoman. ^>hc 
was from a small country town in l^cnnsylvania, nnd 
the romance of her feelings toward convtmts and nuns 
had not yet worn off. On Carrera’s first invasion she 
had taken refuge in the convent of TjU Concepcion, and 
spoke with enthusiasm of jnirity and piety of the 
nuns, describing ,ome as surpassing in all tlu* attributes 
¥ woman. She knew particularly the one who had 
jSut taken the veil, and told me lliat in a few days she 
woui|^ appear at the grating of the convent to embrace 
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her friends and bid them farewell, and promised to take 
me and procure me a share in the distribution. 

During this time rockets were fired from the steps, 
and in the street, immediately in frnnt, was a frame of 
fireworks thirty feet high, which the whole crowd waiU 
ed on the steps and in the street to see set off. Every- 
body spoke of the absurdity of such an exhibition by 
daylight, but they said it was the custom. The piece 
was complicated in its structure, and in the centre was 
a large box. There was a whizzing of wheels, a great 
smoke, and occasionally, a red flash ; and as the ex- 
tremities burned out, for the finale, with a smart crack- 
ing, the box flew open, and when the smoke cleared 
away, discovered the figure of a little black nun, at 
•which all laughed and went away. 

In the afternoon was the procession in honour of the 
Virgin. Although Guatimala was dull, and, by the 
convulsions of the times, debarred all kinds of gayety, 
religious processions -went on^ as usual, and it would 
h^e been an evidence of an expiring state to neglect 
them. All the streets through which the procession 
was to pass were stfewed with pine leaves, and cross- 
ing them were arches decorated with evergreens and 
flowers ; the long balconied windows were ornamented 
with curtains of crimson silk, and flags with fanciful 
devices. At the corners of the streets were altars, un- 
der arbours of evergreens as high as the tops of the 
houses, adorned with pictures and silver ornaments 
from the ehurches, and the whole covered wMth flowers. 
Rich as the wdiole of. Central America is in natural 
productions, the valley of Guatimala is distinguished 
for the beauty and vaiictY of ‘ts flowers ; and for one 
day the fields w- re stripped of their do thing to beauti- 
fy the city. I ' ,een great fetes in Europe, got up 
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with lavish expenditure of money, but never anything 
so simply beautiful. My stroll through the streets be- 
fore the procession was the most interesting part of the 
day. All the inhabitants, in their best dresses, were 
there : the men standing at the corners, and the women, 
in black mantillas, seated in long rows on each side ; the 
dags and curtains in the balconied windows, the green 
of the streets, the profusion of flowers, the vistas through 
the arches, and the simplicity of manners which per- 
mitted ladies of the first class to mingle freely in the 
crowd and sit along the street, formed a picture of 
beauty that even now relieves the stamp of dulness 
with which Guatimala is impressed upon my mind. 

The procession for which all these beautiful prepara- 
tions were made opened with a single Indian, old,* 
wrinkled, dirty, and ragged, bareheaded, and stagger- 
ing under the load of an enormous bass -drum, which he 
carried on his back, seeming as old as the conquest, 
with every cord and the liead on one side broken ; an- 
other Indian followed in the same ragged costiirnb, “iltth 
one ponderous drumstick, from time to time striking the 
old drum. Then came an Indian with a large whistle, 
corresponding in venerablciiess of aspect with the 
drum, on which, from time to time, he gave a fierce 
blast, and looked around with a comical air of satisfac- 
tion for applause. Next followed a little boy about ten 
years old, wearing a cocked hat, bools above his knees, 
a drawn sword, and the mask of a hideous African. 
He was marshalling twenty or thirty persons, not inapt- 
ly called the Devils, all wearing grotesque and hideous 
masks, and ragge.*, fantastic drfisses ; some with reed 
whistles, some knocking sticks logclht^r ; and the prin- 
cipal actors were two pseudo-women, with broad-brim- 
med Europt.an hats, frocks high in the necks, waists 
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across the breast, large, boots, and each with an old gui- 
tar, waltzing and dancing an occasional fandango. 
How it happened that these devils, who, of course, ex- 
cited laughter in the crowd, came to form part of a’re- 
ligious procession, I could not learn. The bo^fe follow- 
ed them, just as they do the military with us on a fourth 
of July ; and, in fact, with the Guatimala boys, there is 
no good procession without good Devils. 

Next, and in striking contrast, came four beautiful 
boys, six or eight years old, dressed in white frocks and 
pantalettes, with white gauze veils over wreaths of roses, 
perfect emblems of purity ; then four young priests, 
bearing golden candlesticks, with wax candles lighted ; 
and then four Indians, carrying on their shoulders the 
figure of an angel larger than lift', with expanded wings 
made of gauze, puffed out like a cloud, and intended to 
appear to float in air, but dressed more after the fashion 
of this world, with the frock rather short, and the sus^ 
peiiders of the stockings of pink riband. Then, borne 
as before, on the shoulders of Indians, larger than life, 
the figure of Judith, with a drawn sword in one hand, 
and in the other thft gory head of Ilolofcrncs. Then 
another angel, with a cloud of silk over h(‘r head, and 
then the great object of veneration. La Virgen de la 
Concepcion, on a low hand-barrow, richly decorated 
with gold and silver and a profusion of flowers, and 
protected by a rich silken canopy, upborne on the ends 
of four gilded poles. Priests followed in their costly 
dresses, one under a silken canopy, ^loldiiig up the 
Host, before the iiiia^inary splendour of which all fell 
on their knees. The Avhole cjoncludcd with a worse 
set of devils than those -vhi<-! led the procession, being 
about five hundred (Barrera’s soldi 'rs, dirty and rag- 
ged, with fanaticiL?'.; added to their usual expression of 
VoL. I. — E E 19 
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ferocity, and carrying their muskets without any order ; 
the officers dressed in any costume they could com- 
mand ; a few, with black hat and silver or gold band, 
like footmen, carried their heads very high. Many 
were laifie from gunshot wounds badly cured; and a 
gentleman who was with me pointed out several who 
were known to have committed assassinations and 
murders, for which, in a country that had any govern- 
ment, they would have been hung. The city . was at 
their mercy, and Carrera was the only man living who 
had any control over them. 

At the head of the street the procession filed off in 
the cross streets, and the figure of the Virgin was taken 
from its place and set up on the altar. The priests kneel- 
ed before it and prayed, and the whole crowd fell on 
their knees. I was at the corner near the altar, which 
commanded a view of four streets, and rising a little on 
one knee, saw in all the streets a dense mass of kneel- 
ing figures, rich men and beggars, lovely %vomen and 
stupid-looking Indians, fluttering banners and curtains 
in balconied windows, and the figures of angels in their 
light gauze drapery seeming to float in air; while 'the 
loud chant of the crowd, swollen by the deep chorus of 
the soldiers’ voices, produced a scene of mingled beauty 
and deformity at once captivating and repulsive. This 
over, all rose, the Virgin was replaced on her throne, 
and the procession again moved. At the next altar I 
turned aside and went to the square in front of the 
Church of San Francisco, the place fixed for the grand 
finale of the honours to the Virgin, the exhibition of 
fireworks ! 

At dark the procession entered the foot of a street 
leading to the square. It approached with a loud 

efiaat, and at a distance nothing was visible but a long 

- 
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train of burning candles, making the street light as day. 
The devils were still at its head, and its arrival in the 
square was announced by a discharge of rockets. In 
a few minutes the first piece of fireworks was set off 
from the balustrade of the church ; the figures on the 
roof were lighted by the glare, and, though not built 
expressly for that purpose, the church answered ex- 
ceedingly well for the exhibition. 

The next piece was on the ground of the square, a 
national one, and as much a favourite in the exhibition 
of fireworks as the devils in a religious procession, call- 
ed the Toros, or Bull, being a frame covered Avith paste- 
board, in the, form of a bull, covered on the outside with 
fireworks ; into this figure a man thrust his head and 
shoulders, and, with nothing but his legs visible, rushed 
into the thickest of the croAvd, scattering on all sides 
streams of fire. I Avas standing Avith a party of ladies 
and several members of the Constituent Assembly, the 
latter of Avhom Averc speaking of an iiivasioji of troops 
from Quezaltenango, and the sally of Carrera to repel 
them. As the toros came at us. aa^c retreated till we 
could go no fartlicl ; the ladies serreamed, and we 
bravely turned o\ir backs ; and holding down our 
heads, sheltered them from the shower of fire. All 
said it was dangerous, but it Avas the custom. There 
was more cheerfulness and gayety than I had yet seen 
in Guatimala, and I felt sorry Avhen the exhibition was 
over. 

All day I had felt particularly the influence of the 
beautiful climate ; the .mere breathing of the air was a 
luxury, and the evening Avas Avorthy of such a day. 
The moonbeams Aveic lighting up the facade of the 
venerable churcli, and shoAviiig in sedness a rent made 
by an earthquake us nr* top to bottom. As we walked 
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home, the.streets were lighted with a brilliancy almoftt 
unearthly ; and the ladies, proud of their moonlight, al- 
most persuaded me that it was a land to love. 

Continuing on otur way, we passed a guardhouse, 
where a group of soldiers were lying at full length, so as 
to make everybody pass off* the walk and go round 
them.. Perhaps three or four thousand people, a large 
portion ladies, were turned off*. All felt the insolence 
of these fellows, and I have no doubt some felt a strong 
disposition to kick them out of the way ; blit, though 
young men enough passed to drive the whole troop out 
of the city, no complaint was made, and no notice 
whatever taken of it. In one of the corridors of the 
plaza another soldier lay on his back crosswise, with his 
musket by his side, and muttering to everybody that 
passed, “ Tread on me if you dare, and you41 sec 
and we all took good care not to tread on him. I re- 
turned to my house, to pass the evening in solitude ; 
and it was melancholy to reflect that, with the elements 
of so much happiness, Giiatirnala was made so iriiser- 
able. 
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The next tJiree or four days I passed in receiving and 
paying visits, and in making myself acquainted with ^ 
the condition of the country. Among the most inter- 
esting visiters was the venerable provisor, since the 
banishment of the archbishop the head of the church, 
who, by a late bull of the pope, had been appointed 
bishop ; but, owing to the troubled times, had not yet 
been ordained. A friend in Baltimore had procured 
for me a letter from the archbishop in that city, to 
whom I here acknowledge my obligations, recommend- 
ing me to all his brexher ccelesiasties in Central Amer- 
ica. The venerable provisor received this letter as 
from a brother in the Church, and upon the strength of 
it, afterward, when I set out for Palcnque, gave me a 
letter of recommendation to all the curas under his 
charge. During the day my time passed agreeably 
enough; but the evenings, in which I was obliged to 
keep witliiu ch^ors, were long and lonely. My house 
was so near the plaza that I could hear the sentinels’ 
challenge, and from time to time tlie report of a mus- 
ket. These reports, in ilie c-ailiiess of iiight, were al- 
ways startling. For come time 1 <iid not know the 
cause ; but at leii,.-th learned that cows and mules 
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Straggled about the city, which, heard moving at a 
distance and not answering the challenge, were fired 
upon without ceremony. 

There was but ope paper in Guatimala, and that a 
weekly, and a mere chronicler of decrees and political 
movements. City news passed by word of mouth. 
Every morning everybody asked his neighbour what 
was the news. One day it was that an old deaf woman, 
.who could not hear the sentinel’s challenge, had been 
shot ; another, that Asturias, a rich old citizen, had 
been stabbed ; and another morning thg report circu- 
lated that thirty-three nuns in the convent of Santa 
Teresa had been poisoned. This was a subject of ex- 
citement for several days, when the nuns all recovered, 
and it was ascertained that they had suffered from the 
unsentimental circumstance of eating food that did not 
agree with them. 

On Friday, in company with my fair countrywoman, 
I visited the convent of La Concepcion for the pur- 
pose of embracing a nun, or rather the nun, wbo had 
taken the black veil. The room adjoining the parlato- 
ria of the convent was crowded, afid she w'as standing 
in the doorway with the crown on her head and a doll 
in her hand. It was the last time her friends could sec 
her face ; but this puerile exhibition of the doll detract- 
ed from the sentiment. It was an occasion that ad- 
dressed itself particularly to ladies ; some wondered 
that one so young should abandon a world to them 
beaming wdth bright and beautiful prospects ; others, 
with 'whom the dreams of life had passed, looked upon 
her retirement as l *e part of wisdom. They embraced 
her, and retired to make room for others. Before our 


turn came tnerc was an irruption of those objects of 
my detestation, the eternal soldiers, who, leaving their 
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muskets at the door, forced their way through the 
crowd, and presenting themselves, though respectfully, 
for an embrace, retired. By her side was a black nim, 
with a veil so thick that not a lineament of her face 
could be seen, whom my countrywoman had known du- 
ring her seclusion in the convent, and described as 
young, of exceeding beauty and loveliness, and around 
whom she threw a charm which almost awakened a 
spirit of romance. I would have made some sacrifice 
for one glimpse of her face. At length our turn came ; 
my fair companion embraced her, and, after many fare- 
well words, recommended me as her countryman. I 
never had much practice in embracing nuns ; in fact, it 
was the first time I ever attempted such a thing ; but 
it came as natural as if I had been brought up to it. 
My right arm encircled her neck, her right arm mine; 
I rested my head upon her shoulder, and she hers upon 
mine ; but a friend’s grandmother never received a 
more respectful embrace. ‘‘Stolen joys arc always 
deadest;” there ■were too many looking on. The gra- 
ting closed, and the face of the nun will never be seen 
again. ,, • 

That afternoon Carrera returned to the city. I was 
extremely desirous to know him, and made an arrange- 
ment with Mr. Pavon to call upon him tlic next day. 
At ten o’clock the next morning Mr. Pavon called for 
me. I was advised that this formidable cliief was taken 
by external show, and put on the diphanalic coat, with 
a great profusion of buttons, which had produced such 
an elTect at Copan, and which, by-thc-way, owing to 
the abominable state of the country, I never had an 
opportunity of Aveariu^ afierward, and the cost of which 
was a dead los. . 

Carrera was living i’Mi small house in a retired street. 
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. |B6ntine^^ were at the door, and eight or ten soldiers 
basking in the sun outside, part of a body-guard, who 
had been fitted out with red boinbazet jackets and tar- 
tan pJaid caps, and made a much better appearance 
than any of his soldiers I had before seen. Along the 
corridor was a row of muskets, bri^t and in good or- 
der. We entered a small room adjoining the sala, and 
^0aw Carrera sitting at a table counting money. 

Ever since my arrival in the country this name of 
terror had been ringing in my ears. Mr. Montgomery, 
to whom I have before referred, and whp arrived in 
Central America about a year before me, says, ‘‘ An in- 
surrection, I was told, had taken place among the In- 
dians, who, under the directions of a man called Car- 
rera, were ravaging the country and committing all 
kinds of excesses. Along the coast, and in some of 
the departments, tranquillity had not been disturbed ; 
but in the interior there was no safety for the traveller, 
and every avenue to the capital was beset by parties of 
brigands, who showed no mercy to their victims, espe- 
cially if they were foreigners and in referring to the 
posture of affairs at his departure hC adds, ‘‘ It is proba- 
ble, however, that while this is being written, the active 
measures of General Morazan for putting down the in- 
surrection have been successful, and that the career of 
this rebel hero has been brought to a close.’’ But the 
career of the rebel hero” was not brought to a close; 
the man called Carrera” ^>^as now absolute master of 
Guatimala ; and, if I am not deceived, he is destined 
to become more conspicuous diart any other loader who 
has yet risen in the <*onvuIsions^of Spanish America. 

He is a native of one of the wards of Guatimala. 
His friends, in compliment, call him a mulatto; I, for 
the same reason, call him an Indian, considering that 
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the better blood of the two. In 1829 he was a drum- 
mer-boy in Colonel Aycinena’s regiment. When the 
Liberal or Democratic party prevailed, and General 
Morazan entered the city, Carrera broke his drum and 
retired to the village of Matasquintla. Here he enter- 
ed into business as a pig-driver, and for several years 
continued in this respectable occupation, probably as 
free as one of his own pigs from any dreams of future 
greatness. The excesses of political parties, severe ex- 
actions for the support of government, encroachments 
upon the property of the Church, and innovations, par- 
ticularly the introduction of the Livingston Code, es- 
tablishing trial by jury, and making marriage a civil 
contract, created disciontent throughout the country. 
The last gave great ofleiice to the clergy, who exercised 
an unbounded influence over the minds of the Indians. 
In 1^537 the cliolcra, which, in its destructive march 
over the habitable world, had hitherto spared this por- 
tion of the American continent, made its terrible ap- 
pearance, ahd, besides strewing it with dead, proved 
the immediate cause of political convulsions. The 
prie.sts persuaded the Indians that the foreigners had 
poisoned the waters. Galvez, Avho was at that time the 
chief of the state, sent medicines into all the villages, 
which, being ignorantly administered, sometimes pro- 
duced fatal consequences ; and the prliests, always oppo- 
sed to the liiberal party, persuaded the Indians that the 
government was endeavouring to poison and destroy 
their race. The Indians became excited all over the 
country; and in IM ati^quintla they rose in mass, with 
Carrera at their head, crying “ Viv^a la lleligion, y 
muerte a los Etranger^^^ The first blow was struck 
by murdering the judge*' appointed under the Living- 
ston Code. Gaivo/. sciit a commission, with detach- 
VoL. I— F F 
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ments of cavalry and a white flag, to hear their com- 
plaints ; but while conferring with the insurgents they 
were surrounded, and almost all of them cut to pieces. 
The number of the disaffected increased to more than a 
thousand, and Galvez sent against them six hundred 
troops, who routed them, plundered and burned their 
villages, and, among other excesses, the last outrage 
was perpetrated upon Carrera’s wife. Roused to fury 
by this personal Avrong, he joined with several chiefs of 
villages, vowing never to lay doAvn his arms while an 
oflScer of Morazan remained in the state. With a few 
infuriated followers he went from village to village, 
killing the judges and government officers, Avhen pur- 
sued escaping to the mountains, begging tortillas at the 
haciendas for his men, and sparing and protecting all 
who assisted him. At this time he could neither read 
nor Avritc ; but, urged on and assisted by some priests, 
particularly one Padre Lobo, a notorious profligate, he 
issued a proclamation, having his name stamped at the 
foot of it, against strangers and the government, for at- 
tempting to poison the Indians, demanding tlie destruc- 
tion of all foreigners excepting thd Spaniards, the abo- 
lition of the Livingston Code, a recall of the archbishop 
and friars, the expulsion of heretics, and a restora- 
tion of the privileges of the Church and old usages 
and customs. His fame spread as a highwayman and 
murderer ; the roads about Guatimala Averc unsafe ; all 
travelling was broken up ; the merchants were throAvn 
into consternation by intelligence that the whole of the 
goods sent to the fair at Esq-iipylas had fallen into his 
hands (which, however, proved untrue) ; and very soon 
he became so strong that he attacked villages and even 
towns. 

The Teadei Avill bear in mind that this was in the 
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State of Guatimala. The Liberal party was dominant, 
but at this critical moment a fatal division took place 
among its members ; Barundia, a leading member, dis« 
appointed of a high office for a prcjfligate relative, de- 
serted the administration, and appeared in the Assembly 
at the head of the opposition. Party distraction and 
the rising of Carrera stirred up all who were dissatisfied 
with the government ; and the citizens of the Antigua, 
about twenty-five miles distant, sent in a petition for a 
decree of amnesty for political offences, allowing exiles 
to return, and a redress of other grievances. A depu- 
tation of the Assembly was sent to confer with them, 
which returned unsuccessful, and the Antiguans threat- 
ened to march against Guatimala. 

On Sunday, the twentieth of February (1838), proc- 
lamations of the Antiguanos were found strewed in the 
streets, and there was a general alarm that the Antigua- 
iios were on their march to attack the city. The troops 
of the general government (less than five hundred in 
number) and the militia were luustered ; cannon placed 
at the corners of the square, and sentinels in the streets ; 
and General Prern published a bando, calling upon all 
citizens to take up arms. Galvez, the chief of the state, 
mounted his horse, and rode through the streets, en- 
deavouring to rouse the citizens, and giving out that 
Morazan was on his march, and liad defeated three 
hundred of Carrera’s gang. On Monday all business 

^ was suspended. Galvez, in great perplexity, reinstated 
some officers 'who had been dismissed, 'arid appointed 
Mexia, a Spaniard, lieutenant-colonel ; which gave such 
disgust that Prem and all the officers sent in their res- 
ignations. Galvez begged and implored them to con- 
tinue, reconciling himself to each individually; and at 
length, on his revoking the commission of Mexia, they 
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consented. At two o^clock it was rumoured that Car- 
t rera had joined the Antiguanos, trem published a de- 
cree that all males from fourteen to sixty, except priests 
and persons labourjpg under physical imbecilitj^, should 
take up arms. At nine o’clock at night there was an 
alarm that a party of Carrera’s gang was at the Ayce- 
tuna. The square was garrisoned, and sentinels and 
cannons placed at the corners of the streets. To add 
to the excitement, during the night the provesor died, 
and news was received that the Livingston Cqde had 
been publicly burned at Chiquimula, and that the town 
had declared against Galvez. On Wednesday morn- 
ing fosses were commenced at the corners of the pub- 
lic square ; but on Thursday the Marquis of Aycinena, 
the leader of the Central party, by a conference with 
the divided Liberals, succeeded in inducing a majority 
of deputies to sign a convention of amnesty, which gave 
general satisfaction, and the next day the city was per- 
fectly quiet. 

At midday this calm proved the forerunner of a 
dreadful storm. The troops of the Federal govern- 
ment, the only reliable force, revolted, and with bayo- 
nets fixed, colours flying, and cannon in front, left the 
barracks and marched into the plaza. They refused to 
ratify the convention by which, it was represented to 
them, Galvez was to be deposed, and Valenzuela, the 
vice-chief, and a tool of Barundia, appointed in his 
stead. They refused to serve under any of the opposi- 
tion, and said* they could give protection, and had no 
occasion to ask it. Deputes were cited to attend a 
meeting of the 2 jsembly, but they were afraid to con- 
vene. The officers had a conference with the soldiers; 

Merino, u sergeant, drew up a document requiring 
the President Morazan to be sent for, and Galvez to 
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remain chief until his arrival. This was assented to. 
Deputies were sent requesting Morazan to come to Gua- 
timala, and also to the Antigua, to explain the circum- 
stances of violating the convention f but they were im- 
Buccessfiil, and the same night the alarm-bell announced 
the approach of eight hundred men to attack the city. 
The militia were called to arms, but only about forty 
appeared. At half past five Galvez formed the gov- 
ernment troops, and, accompanied by Prern, marched 
from the plaza to meet the rebels ; but before he reach- 
ed the gate a conspiracy broke out among the troops, 
and with the cry ‘‘ Viva cl General Merino, y muera el 
Gefe del Estado, qui nos ha vendido — fuego, mucha- 
chos !” Live General Merino, and die the chief of 
the state, who has sold us — fire, boys,” the infantry fired 
upon the etat major. A ball passed through Prem’s 
hat ; Galvez was thrown from his horse, but escaped, 
and took refuge behind the altar of the Church of La 
Concepcion. Yahez succeeded in dispersing the troops 
with his cavalry, and returned to the square, leaving 
fifteen dead in the street. Merino, with about a hun- 
dred and twenty men,* took posse|^iou of the small field- 
piece of the battalion, and stationed himself in the square 
of Guadaloupc. Parties of the dispersed troops re- 
mained out all night, firing their muskets, and keeping 
the city in a state of alarm; but YaYiez saved it from 
plunder by patrolling with his cavalry. In the morning 
Merino asked permission to march into the plaza. Ilis 
number had increased by the return of straggling par- 
ties ; and on forming iq the plaza he and three or four 
of the ringleaders were ordered to leave the ranks, and 
sent to prison in the ent of San Domingo, where, 
on Monday afternoon, h:' was tied to a stake in his cell 
and shot. His grav'^ vi die foot of the stake, and blood 

20 
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spattered on the wall, were among the curiosities shown 
to me in Guatimala. 

On Sunday morning the bells again sounded the 
alarm ; the rebels c/^erc at the old gate, and commis- 
sioners were sent out to treat with them. They de- 
manded an evacuation of the plaza by the soldiers ; but 
the soldiers answered, indignantly, that the rebels 
might come and take the square. Prem softened this 
into an answer that they could not surrender to rebels, 
and at about half past twelve at night the attack com- 
menced. The rebels scattered in the suburbs, wasting 
powder and bullets, and in the morning Yahez, with 
seventy cavalry, made a sally, and, routing three hun- 
dred of them, returned into the plaza with lances reek- 
ing with blood. Probably, if he had been seconded by 
the citizens, he would have driven them all back to the 
Antigua. 

On Wednesday Carrera joined the rebels. He had 
sent his emissaries to the villages, rousing the Indians, 
and promising them the plunder of Guatimala ; and on 
Thursday, with a tumultuous mass of half-naked sava- 
ges, men, women, ai^ children,'' estimated at ten or 
twelve thousand, present (»d himself at the gate of the 
city. The Antigiianos themselves were struck with con- 
sternation, and the citizens of Guatimala were thrown 
into a state bordering on distraction. Commissioners 
were again sent out to treat with him, from whom he 
demanded the deposition of Galvez, the chief of the 
state, the evacuation of the plaza by the Federal troops, 
and a free passage into the .;ity.. Probably, even at this 
time, if the Federal troops had been supported by the 
citizens they could have resisted the entry ; but th(? 
jfiSOasteruation, and the fear of exasperating the rebel- 
lious hord(?s, were so great, that nothing was thought of 
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but submission. The Assembly met in terror and dis- 
traction, and the result was an assent to all that was 
demanded. 

At five o’clock the small band ot government troops 
evacuated the plaza. The infantry, amounting to three 
hundred, marched out by the Calle Real, or Royal- 
street. The cavalry, seventy in number, exclusive of 
officers, on their march through another street, met an 
aiddecamp of Carrera, whcT ordered them to lay down 
their arms. Yanez answered that he must first see his 
general ; but the dragoons, suspecting some treachery 
on the part of Valenzuela, became panic-struck, and 
tied. Yahez, with thirty-five men, galloped through 
the city, and escaped by the road to Mixco ; the rest 
rushed back into the plaza, threw down their lances in 
disgust, dismounted and disappeared, when not a single 
man was left under arms. 

In the mean time Carrera’s hordes were advandihg. 
Tlie commaudaiit of the Antiguans asked him if he had 
his masses divided into squares or companies ; era an- 
swered, ^‘No entiendo nada de esta. Todo es iino.” 

I don’t understand anything of that. It is all the 
same.” Among his leaders were IMonreal and other 
known outlaws, criminals, robbers, and murderers. 
He himself was on horseback, with a green bush in his 
hat, and hung round with pieces of dirty cotton cloth, 
covered with pictures of the saints. A gentleman who 
saw them from the roof of his house, and who was fa- 
miliar with all the scenes of terror which had taken 
place ill that unhappy ^city, told me that he never felt 
sucli consternation and horror as when saAv the entry 
of this immense mas^' barbarians; choking up the 
streets, all with green '"'^ishes in llu it hats, seeming at 
a distance like a nu'vi.ig forest; armed with rusty mus- 
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kets, old pistols, fowling-pieces, some with locks and 
some without ; sticks formed into the shape of muskets, 
with tin-plate locks ; clubs, machetes, and knives tied 
to the ends of lbng«poles; and swelling the multitude 
were two or three thousand women, with sacks and al- 
forjas for carrying away the plunder. Many, who had 
never left their villages before, looked wild at the sight 
of the houses and churches, and, the magnificence of 
the city. They entered the plaza, vociferating ‘‘ Viva 
la religion, y muerte a los etrangcros !” Carrera him- 
self, amazed at the immense ball he liad set in motion, 
was so embarrassed that he could not guide his horse. 
He afterward said that he was frightened at the difii- 
culty of controlling this huge and disorderly mass. 
The traitor Barundia, the leader of the opposition, the 
Catiline of this rebellion, rode by his side on his entry 
into the plaza. 

sundown the whole mullitude set up the Salve, or 
Hymn to the Virgin. The savcII of human voices filled 
the air, and made the hearts of tlie inhabitants quake 
with fear. Carrera entered the Cathedral ; the Indians, 
in mute astonishment at its inagnUieenee, thronged in 
after him, and set up around the beautiful altar the un- 
couth images of their village saints. Monreal broke 
into the house of General Prem, and seized a uniform 
coat, richly embroidered Avith gold, into Avhich Carrera 
slipped his arms, still wearing his straw hat with its 
green bush. A Avatch "VAas brought him, but he did not 
knoAV the use of it. Probably, since the invasion of 
Rome by Alaric and the ( ylhs, no civilized eity Avas 
ever visited by such an inundation of barbarians. 

And Carrera alone had poAver to control the wild ele- 
ments around him. As soon as possible some of the 
authorities sought him out, and in the most abject terms 
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begged liini to state on what conditions he would evac- 
uate the city^ He demanded the deposition of Galvez, 
the chief of the state, all the money, and all the arms 
the government could command. The- priests were the 
only people who had any inllucnce with him, and words 
cannot convey any idea of the awful state of suspense 
which the city suffered, dreading every moment to hear 
the signal given for general pillage and massacre. The 
inhabitants shut themselves up in their houses, which, 
being built of stone, with iron balconies to the win- 
dows, and doors several inches thick, resisted the as- 
saults of straggling parties; but atrocities more than 
enough were committed, as it seemed, preliminary to a 
general sacking. The vice-president of the republic 
was murdered ; the house of Flores, a deputy, sacked. 
Ills motlier knocked down by a villain with the butt of 
a inasket, and one of his daughters shot in the arm with 
two balls. # 

Tlie house of Messrs. Klee, Skinner, & Co., the 
priuci[)al foreign merchants in Gualimala, which was 
rt‘porte(l to contain ammunition and arms, was several 
times attacked witii igreat ferocity ; having strong bal- 
conied windows, and llie door being secured by bales 
of merchandise piled up Avithin, it resisted the assaults 
of an undisciplined mob, armed only with clubs, mus- 
kets, knives, and machetes. The priests ran through 
the streets be/aring the crucilix, in the name of the Vir- 
gin and saints restraining the hiAviess Indians, stilling 
the wildness 'of passion, and saving the ’terrified inhab- 
itants. And I cannot help mentioning one Avhose name 
was in everybody’s mouth, Mr. Charles Savage, at that 
time United Slates coii.-ul, who, in the midst of the 
most furious assault .uAon Mr. Kh ::’s house, rushed 
doAvn the street und: r ? ‘^hower of bullets, knocking up 
VoL. I.— G u 
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►ayonets and machetes, drove the mob back from the 
door, and, branding them as robbers and murderers, 
with his white hair streaming in the wind, poured out 
such a torrent of incygiiation and contempt, that the In- 
dians, amazed at his audacity, desisted. After this, 
with an almost wanton exposure of life, he was seen 
in the midst of every mob. To the astonishment of 
everybody, he was not killed ; and the foreign residents 
presented him a unanimous letter of thanks for his fear- 
less and successful exertions in the protection of life 
and property. 

Pending the negotiation, Carrera, dressed in Prem’s 
uniform, endeavoured to restrain his tumultuous follow- 
ers ; but several times he said that he could not himself 
resist the temptation to sack Klee’s house, and those of 
the other Ingleses. There was a strange dash of fanat- 
icism in the character of this lawless chieftain. The 
battle-cry of his hordes was ‘‘ Viva la religion !” The 
palace of the archbishop liad beeii suHered to bo used 
as a theatre by tlic Liberals ; Carrera demanded the 
keys, and, putting tliem in his pocket, declared that, to 
prevent any future pollution, it should not be opened 
again until the banished archbishop returned to occu- 
py it. 

At length the terms upon which he consented to with- 
draw were agreed- upon, viz., eleven thousand dollars 
in silver, ten thousand to be distributed among his fol- 
lowers, and one thousand for his own share ; a thou- 
sand muskets, and a commission as lieutenant-colonel 
for himself. The amount money was small as the 
price of relief from such imminent danger, but it was 
an immense sum in the eyes of Carrera and his follow- 
ers, few of whom were worth more than tin*, rags on 
their bucks and the stolen arms in their hands ; and it 
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was not easily raised ; the treasury was bankrupt, and 
the money was not very cheerfully contributed by the 
citizens. The madness of consenting to put in the 
hands of Carrera a thousand muskets was only equalled 
by the absurdity of making him a lieutenant-colonel. 

On the afternoon of the third day the money was 
paid, the muskets delivered, and Carrera was invested 
with the command of the province of Mita, a district 
near Guatirnala. The joy of the inhabitants at the 
])rospcct of his immediate departure was without 
bounds ; but at the last moment an awful rumour 
spread, that the wild bands had evinced an uncontrol- 
lable eagerness, before leaving, to sack the city. A 
random discharge of muskets in the plaza confirmed 
this rumour, and the effect was dreadful. An hour of 
terrible suspense followed, but at five o’clock they filed 
oft in straggling crowds from the plaza. At the Plaza 
de Toros tlicy halted, and, firing their muskets in the 
air, created another panic. A rumour was revived that 
Camera had demanded four thousand dollars more, and 
that, unless he received it, he would return and take it 
by foice, Carrera himself did actually return, and de- 
manded a fieldpiece, wdtich was given him ; and at 
length, leaving behind him a document requiring the 
redress of certain grievances, to the unspeakable joy 
of all the inhabitants he l(*ft the city. 

The delight of the citizens at being relieved from 
the pressure of immediate danger was indeed great, 
but there was iio return of confidence,’ and, unhappily, 
no healing of political animosities. Valenzuela was 
appointed chief of the state ; the Assembly renewed its 
distracted sessions ; Ibuimdiu, as the head of the now 
ministerial p^irty, ptop^'sed to abob; h all the uuconsti- 
tutioual decreca vil (?^alvez; money was wanted, and 
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recourse had to the old system of forced loans. This 
exasperated the moneyed men ; and in the midst of dis- 
cord and confusion news was received that Quezalte- 
nango, one of the (Jepartments of Guatimala, had se- 
ceded, and declared itself a separate state. At this 
time, too, the government received a letter from Car- 
rera, stating that he had been informed, since his ar- 
rival at MataqnesciiinlJa, that people spoke ill of him in 
t;r.the capital, and if they continued to do so he had four 
thousand men, and would return and put things right. 
From time to time he sent a message to the same cft'ect 
i>y some straggling Indian who happened to pass 
through his village. Afterward it was reported that 
his followers had renounced his authority and com- 
menced operations on their own account, threatening 
the city with another invasion, determined, according 
to their proclamations, to exterminate the whites and es- 
tablish a government ofpardos libre?s. free tigers,^^ and 
enjoy in their own right the lands which had devolved 
upon them by their emancipation from tlie dominion of 
the whites. To the lionour of Guatimala, a singhi 
spark of spirit broke forth, and mon of all classes took 
up arms ; but it was a single llash, and soon died away. 
Again intelligence arrived that Carrera himself had sent 
out his emissaries to summon his hordes for another 
march upon the city, Several families received pri- 
vate information and advice to seek safety in ilight. 
Hundreds of people did so, and the roads were crowd- 
ed with processions of mules, horses, and Indians 
loaded with luggage. On .:!iinday everybody was go- 
ing, and early on Monday morning guards were placed 
at the barriers. Himdrcds of passports w'ere applied 
for Jvnd Again a dccret; was published that 

all should lake up orms. The militia were again nius- 
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tered. At ten o’clock on Tuesday night it was said 
that Carrera was at Palencia, at eleven that he had 
gone to suppress an insurrection of his own bandits, 
and on Wednesday night that he w^as at a place called 
Canales. On Sunday, the fourth of March, a reviejr 
took place of about seven hundred men. The Anti- 
gua sent three hundred and fifty muskets, and ammuni- 
tion, which they did not consider it prudent to keep, as 
there had been cries of muera Gualimala, y viva Car- ^ 
rera !” and placards bearing the same ominous words 
had been posted on the walls. At this time a letter 
was received from Carrera by the government, advi- 
sing them to dis])aiid their troojis, and assuring them 
that he was collec^ting forces only to destroy a party of 
four luuidred rebels, headed by one Galvez (the for- 
mer chief of the stale, whom he had deposed), and re- 
quesling two cannon and more ayiinunition. At an- 
other time, probably supposing tliat the government 
must be interested in his fortunes, he sent word that he 
had narrowly escaped being assassinated. Monreal 
had la ken advantage of an oj)|)orUmity, seduced his 
men, lied him to a tree*, and was in tiie very act of 
having him shot, wdieu his brother Lanreaiio Carrera 
rushed in, and ran INIonreal through with his bayonet. 
The government now conceivetl the project of inducing 
his followers, the iiitluence of the- priests, to surren- 
der their arms on paying them five dollars apiece ; but 
very soon he was heard of stronger than ever, occupy- 
ing all the roads, sending in imperious proclamations to 
the government, and at length the news came that he 
was acUiidly marching upon the city. 

At this time, to die. juspcakable joy of the inhabi- 
tants, (jienera? Moruza^., the president of the republic, 
arrived from ador, with liueen hundred men. 



238 


INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 


But even yet party spirit was dominant. General Mo- 
razan encamped a few leagues from the city, hesitating 
to enter it or to employ the forces of the general gov- 
• ernment in putting t down a revolution in the state ex- 
cept with the consent of the state government. The 
state government was jealous of the federal govern- 
ment, tenacious of prerogatives it had not the cour- 
age to defend, and demanded from the president a plan 
of his campaign ; passed a decree offering Carrera and 
his followers fifteen days to laydown their arms, which 
General Morazan would not permit to be published at 
his headquarters ; two days afterward annulled it, and 
authorized the president of the republic to act as cir- 
cumstances might re(piire. 

During this time one of Morazan’s piquets liad been 
cut off and the officers murdered, which created a great 
excitement among his soldiers ; but, anxious to avoid 
shedding more blood, lie sent into the city for the Ca- 
nonigo Castillo and Barundia, deputing them as com- 
missioners to persuade the bandits to surr(mder their 
arms, even offering to pay fiftc'en dollars a head rather 
than come to extremities. 'J'he d’ommissioners found 
Carrera at one of his old haunts among tiui mountains 
of Mataqiiescuintla surrounded by hordes of Indians liv- 
ing upon tortillas. The traitor Barundia had been re- 
ceived by Morazali’s soldiers with groans ; his poor 
jaded horse was tied up at Morazan\s camp a day and 
a half without a blade of grass ; and, as a farther reward 
of his treason, Carrera refiiS':‘d to meet him undc^r a roof, 
because, as he sahl, be did not ^yish to plunge his new 
lance, a present from a priest, into Barundia’s breast. 

The rneetinr^ took place in the open air, and on the 
top of a m< iintain. Carrera refuscul to lay down his 
arms unless all his former demands were complied 
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with, and unless also the Indian capitation tax was 
reduced to one third of its amount ; but he softened 
his asperity against foreigners to the demand that 
only those not married should be, expelled the coun- 
try, and that thereafter they should be permitted to 
traffic only, and not to radicate in it. The atrocious 
priest Padre Lobo, his constant friend and adviser, was 
with him. The arguments of the Canonigo Castillo, 
particularly in regard to the folly of charging the gov- ’ 
ernment with an attempt to poison the Indians, were 
listened to with much attention by them, but Carrera 
broke up the conference by asserting vehemently that 
the government had offered him twenty dollars a head 
for every Indian he poisoned. 

All hope of compromise was now at an end, and 
General Morazan marched directly to Matacpiesciiint- 
la ; but before he reached it Carrera’s bands had disap- 
peared among the mountains. He heard of them in 
another place, devastating the country, desolating vil- 
lages and towns, and again, before his troops could 
reach them, the muskets were concealed, and the In- 
dians cither in the m’ountains or quietly working in the 
fields. Mr. Hall, the British vice-consul, received a 
letter Iroin eleven British subjects at 8alama, a dis- 
tance of three days’ journey, stating that they had been 
seized at night by a party of Carrera’s troops, stripped 
of everything, confined two nights and a day without 
; food, and sentenced to be shot, but finally ordered to 
leave the country, which they w’ere then doing, destitute 
of everything, and begging their Avay to the port. A 
few nights after, at ten o’clock, the cannon of alarm 
was sounded in the city, and it was reported that 
Carrera was again at me gates. Ail this time party 
strife was as violent a., ever ; the Centralists trembling 
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with apprehension, but in their hearts rejoicing at the 
distraction of the country under the administration of 
the Liberals, and that one had risen up capable of in- 
spiring them with t«*rror ; and the divided Liberals ha- 
ting each other with a more intense hate even than the 
Centralists bore to them ; but the excitement became so 
great that all the parlies drew up separate petitions to 
General Morazan, representing the deplorable state of 
|*insecurity in the city, and begging him to enter and 
provide for its safety. Separate sets of deputies hur- 
ried to anticipate each other at General Morazan’s 
headquarters, and pay court to him by being the first to 
ask his protection. General Morazan had become ac- 
quainted with the distracted condition of the city, and 
was in the act of mounting his horse when the deputies 
arrived. On Sunday he entered with an escort of two 
hundred soldiers, amid the ringing of bells, firing of 
cannon, and oth(*r demonstrations of joy. The same 
day the merchants, with the Marquis of Aycinena and 
others of the Central party, presented a petition repre- 
senting the dreadful state of public feeling, and request- 
ing Morazan to depose the stale authorities and assume 
the reins of government, and to convoke a Constituent 
Assembly, as the only means of saving Guatimala from 
utter ruin. In the evening deputies from the different 
branches of the Liberal party had long conferences 
with the president. Morazan answered all that he 
wished to act fegally, would communicate, with the As- 
sembly the next day, ano be gov(*rTied by their deci- 
sion. The proce dings in tiic Assembly arc too alllict- 
ing and disgraceful to dwell upon. So far as I can un- 
derstand the party strife of that lime, after wading 
throtjgh papers and pamphlets emanating from both 
sides, General Morazan conducted himself with probi- 
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ty and honour. The Centralists made a desperate ef- 
fort to attach him to them, but he would not accept the 
offered embrace, nor the sycophantic service of men 
who had always opposed him y npr would he sustain 
what he believed to be wrong in his own partisans. 

In the mean time Carrera was gaining ground ; he 
had routed several detachments of the Federal troops, 
massacred men, and increased his stock of ammunition 
and arms. At length all agreed that something mus^S 
be done ; and at a final meeting of the Assembly, with 
a feeling of desperation, it was decreed without debate, 

1. That the slate government should retire to the 
Antigua, 

2. That the president, in person or by delegate, 
should govern the district according to article 176 of 
tile Constitution. 

Amid these scenes within the city, and rumours of 
worse from without, on Sunday night a ball was given 
to Morazan *, but the Centralists, displeased at his not 
acceding to their overtures, did not attend. . Galvez, 
tii(' chief depos(‘(l ])v Carrera, made his first appearance 
since bis deposition, •and danced the whole time. 

Tbougli Mora/.au was irresolute in the cabinet, he 
was all energy in the field; and being now invested 
with full ]iowcr, sustained his high reputation as a skil- 
ful soldier. Th<' bulletin of the jwniy for May and 
,Tunc exluhits the track of Carrera, devastating villages 
and towns, and tJio close pursuit of the government 
troops, beating him wherever they found* him, but never 
able to secure his pepon. In the mean time, party 
jealousies (‘oiitiiiued, and the state government was in 
a state of aiiareliV. Tho Assembly could not meet, be- 
cause, tlH‘ statf party hol attending, it was incumbent on 
the vice-chief to rcti.e, and the oldest coimsellor to take 
VoL. 1.— 11 :i 21 
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his place. But there was no such person ; the term of 
the council had expired, and no new elections had been 
held ; and while Morazan was dispersing the wild bands 
of Carrera, and relieving the Guatiinalians from the 
danger which had brought them to their knees before 
him, the old jealousies revived, and incendiary publica- 
tions were issued, charging him with exhausting the 
country in supporting idle soldiers, and keeping the city 
fin subjection by bayonets. 

* About the first of July General Morazan considered 
Guatimala relieved from all external danger, and re- 
turned to San Salvador, leaving troops in different 
towns under the command of Carvallo, and appointing 
Carlos Salazar commandant in the city. Carrera was 
supposed to be completely put down ; and to bring 
things to a close, Carvallo published the following 

“NOTICE. 

“ The person or pcrstjns who may deliver the criminal Rafael Carrera, dead or 
alive (if he does not present himself voluntarily under the last pardon), shall re- 
ceive a reward of fifteen hundred dollars and two cabelleriaa of land, and pardon 
for any crime he has committed. 

“ The gcneral-in-chief, 

“ GwUimalaj July 20, 1838. J, N. Carvallo.” 

But the ‘‘criminal” Carrera, the proscribed outlaw, 
was not yet put down. One by one, he surprised the 
detachments of Federal troops ; and while the city ex- 
hibited the fierceness of parly spirit, forced loans, com- 
plaints of the expense of maintaining idle soldiers, plans 
to abolish the state government and font! a provisional 
junta, its actual prostralio.., an<i the organizing of a 
CouatilueTit Assembly with M. River a Paz at the he-ad, 
Can era, with still increasing numbers, attacked Ainali- 
ta%.took the Antigua, and, barely waiting to sack a few 
hous6i| stripped it of cannon, muskelSa and amrnuni- 
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tion, and again marched against Guaiimala, proclaim- 
ing his intention to raze every house to the ground, and 
murder every white inhabitant. 

The consternation in the city qinnot be conceived. 
General Morazan was again solicited to come. A line 
in pencil was received from him by a man wlio carried 
it sewed up in the sleeve of his coat, urging the city to 
defend itself and hold out for a few days ; but the dan- 
ger was too imminent ; Salazar, at the head of the|‘: 
Federal troops (the idle soldiers complained of), march- 
ed out at two o’clock in the morning, and. aided by a 
thick fog, came upon Carrera suddenly at Villa Nueva, 
killed four hundred and fifty of his men, and complete- 
ly routed him, Carrera himself being badly wounded * 
in the .thigh. The city was saved from destruction, v; 
and the day after Morazan entered with a thousand ' 
men. Tlie shock of the immense danger they had es- 
caped was not yet over ; on the morrow it might re- 
turn ; party jealousies were scared away ; all looked to 
General Morazan as the only man who could aflbctually 
save them from Ckirrera, and, in turn, begged him to 
accept the oHice of tlictalor. 

About tlie same time (Tuzrnan, the. general of Quez- 
altenaiigo, arrived, with seven hundred men, and Gen- 
eral Morazan made forinidabh* arrangements to enclose 
and crush the Caehurecos. The result was tlio same 
as before : Carrera Avas coustautly beatcu, but as con- 
stantly escaped. His followers Avere scattered, his best 
men taken and shot, and he himself Avas penned up and 
almost starved on tlie, top of a mountain, Avitii a cordon 
of soldi(‘rs aroiuid its base, and only oseaped by the rc- 
missness of the guard. Ill three m ouths, chased from 
place to place, his obi iiaiiiits broken up, and hemmed 
in on every side, he e..tered into a treaty with Guzman, 
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by which he agreed to deliver up one thousand mus- 
kets, and disband his remaining followers. In execu- 
ting the treaty, however, he delivered only four hundred 
muskets, and those pld and worthless ; and this breach 
of the convention was winked at by Guzman, little 
dreaming of the terrible fate reserved for himself at 
Carrera’s hands. 

This over, Morazan deposed Rivera Paz, restored 
I^Salazar, and returned to 8an Salvador, first laying 
heavy contributions on the city to support the expense 
of the war, and taking with Iiim all the soldiers of tlie 
Federal Government, belying one of the party cries 
■against him, that he was attcirijiting to retain an influ- 
ence ill the city by bayonets. Guzman returned to 
Quezaltenango, and the garrison consisted only of sev- 
enty men. 

The contrilintions and the witlidrawal of the troops 
from the city creatt’d great disssitishiel Ion with Morazan, 
and at this time llu' political horizon became cloudy 
througiicyt the re[)u!)Iie. The Alarrjuis of Ayidnena, 
who had lieen ])anish<*d liy ]\lorazan, and had residixl 
sev(‘ral years in the United States, ktudv ing onr institu- 
tions, by a seri<‘s of articles which were ^videly eiren- 
lated, purporting to illustrate our constitution and laws, 
hnrri(‘d on the crisis; Ifoiiduras anrl Costa Rica de- 
clared their indep{'ndtui(*e ol the general govin’iiment : 
all this came back n])on Giratiinala, and adchal fuel to 
the already flaming fire f)f dissensiojK 

On the !^4t}i of March, 1 Ciirn'm issued a luille- 
tin from his old quartersin :Mai,afjUeseniMt la, in which, 
referring to the de.elaratiou of indejiendenee by the 
Stales, he says • “ When those laws came to my hands, 
I read them and rcturniul to them very often ; as h 
loving mother clasps in her arms an only son whom she 
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belieyed lost, and presses him against her heart, so did 
I with the pamphlet that contained the declaration ; for 
in it I found the principles that I sustain and the reforms 
I desire.” This was rather figuraVive, as Carrera could 
not at that time read ; but it must have been quite 
new to him, and a satisfaction to find out what princi- 
ples he sustained. Again he threatened to enter the 
city. Air was anarchy and distraction in the councils, 
and on the twelfth of April his hordes appeared before 
the gates. All were aghast, but there was no rising to 
repel him. Morazan was beyond the reach of their 
voice, and they who had been loudest in denouncing 
him for attempting to control the city by bayonets now 
denounced him for leaving th<im to the mercy of Car- 
rera. All who could hid away their treasures and fled ; 
the rest shut themselves up in their houses, barring 
their doors and windows, and at two o’clock in the 
morning, routing the guard, he entered with fifteen hun- 
dred men. Salazar, the commandant, fled, and C^ar- 
rera, riding up to the house of Rivera Paz, knocked at 
the door, and reinstalled him chief of the state. His 
soldiers took up tlfeir quarters in the barracks, and 
Carrera establislicd himself as the guardian of the city ; 
and it is due to him to say that he acknowledged his 
own incompetency to govern, and placed men at the 
disposition of the municipality to preserve the peace. 
The Central party was thus restored to power. C^ar- 
rera’s fanaticism bound him to the Church party ; he 
was flattert'd by his association and connexion with the 
aristocracy, wiis madg brigadier-general, and present- 
ed with a handsome 'un/orrn : and, besides empty hon- 
ours, he had th ; city barracks and [)ay for his men, 
whicli was bctt(‘r ^hnn Indian huts and foraging expe- 
ditions ; the last, too, b. iiig a resource for pastime. The 
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league had continued since the April preceding my ar- 
rival. The great bond of union was hatred of Mora- 
zan and the Liberals. The Centralists had their Con- 
stituent Assembly, abolished the laws made by the Lib- 
erals, revived old Spanish laws and old names for the 
courts of justice and olFieers of government, and passed 
any laws they pleased so that they did not interfere 
with him. Their groat dilliculty was to keep him 
r/quict. Unable to remain inactive in the city, he march- 
ed toward San Salvador, for the ostensible purpose of 
attacking General Morazan. Tlie Centralists were in 
a state of great anxiety ; Carrera’s success or his de- 
feat was alike dangerous to them. If defeated, Mora- 
zan might march directly upon the city, and lake sig- 
‘ nal vengeance upon them; if successful, he might re- 
turn with his barbarians so intoxicated by victory as to 
be utterly uncontrollable. A lilth^ circumstance shows 
the position of things. Carrera’s mother, an old wom- 
an well-known as a huckster on the plaza, died, 
Formc'rly it was the custom with th(‘ liigln.T classes to 
bury in vaults constructed within the ehnr(‘li(^s ; out from 
the time of the cholera, all burials^, Avilhout distinction, 
were forbidden in the churches, and (iven Avithiu the 
city, and a campo santo Avas established outside the 
tOAVii, in Avhich all the principal families had vaults. 
Carrera signified his pleasure that liis mother should 
be buried in the Cathedral ! The governnu'iil char- 
ged itself with Xhit funeral, issued eards of invitation, 
and all the priiun’pal inhabitants followed in the, pro- 
cession. No efi Tts were spaced to conciliate and 
keep Jam in good temper; hut lut was subject to vi^Jcnl 
btfifste of passH>n, and, it Avas said, had cautioiual tlie, 
members o tin; govannment at siicrli moments not to 
attempt to argue with him, but to let liini have his own 
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way. Such was Carrera, at the lime of my visit more 
absolute master of Guatimala than any king in Europe 
of his dominions, and by the fanatic Indians called el 
Hijo dc Dios, the Son of God, aryl niiestro Sehor, our 
Lord. 

When I entered tlie room he Avas sitting at a table 
counting sixpe^nny and shilling pieces. Colonel Monte 
Rosa, a dark Mestitzo, in a dashing uniform, Avas sitting 
by his side, and several other persons Avere in the room. 
He Avas about five feet six inches in height, Avith 
straight black hair, an Indian complexion and expres- 
sion, Avithout beard, and did not seem to bo more than 
lAventy-ono years old. He Avore a black bombazet 
roundabout jacket and pantaloons. lie rose as avc en- 
tered, pushed the money on one side of the table, and, 
])robably out of respect to my coat, receisxd me Avith 
courtesy, and gave me a chair at his side. My first 
remark Avas an expression of sur[)rise at his extreme 
youth ; he answered that he Avas but twenty-three years 
oft ; certainly lie Avas not more tlian twenty-live ; and 
then, a man conscious that he was something extra- 
ordinary, and tirat I* knew it, witlioiit waiting for any 
leading questions, he continued, that he had begun (he 
did not say AA'hat) Avith thirteen men armed AAdtli old 
muskets, Aviiich tliey were obliged to fire Avitli cigars ; 
])ointed to (Ught places in Avhieh he had been Avounded, 
and said that he had three halls then ii\ his body. At 
this lime he. could hardly be recognised as the same 
man Avho, h’ss than Uvo years before, had entered Gua- 
tinuila Avith a horde Avild Indians, ])roclainnng death 
to strangers. IndiM'd, ir. no p arlieular had he changed 
more than in liis o])iidr'n of foreigner a happy illustra- 
tion of the elVc<*t P‘*i'svnvdl ijitcrronrse in breaking 
down prejudices against individuals or classes. He 
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had become personally acquainted with several, one of 
whom, an English doctor, had extracted a ball from 
his side ; and his intercourse with all had been so sat- 
isfactory, that his feelings had undergone an entire re- 
vulsion ; and he said that they were the only people 
who never deceived him. He had done, too, what I 
consider extraordinary ; in the intervals^of his hurried 
life he had learned to write his name, and had thrown 
aside his stamp. I never had the fortune to be pre- 
sented to any legitimate king, nor to any usurper of 
the prerogatives of royalty except Mohammed Ali. 
Old as he was, I gave him some good advice ; and it 
grieves me that the old lion is now shorn of his mane. 
Considering Carrera a promising young man, I told 
him that he had a long career before him, and might 
do much good to his country; and he laid his hand 
upon his heart, and with a burst of feeling that I did 
not expect, said he was determined to sacrifice his life 
for his country. With all his faults and his crimes, 
none ever accused him of duplicity, or of saying what 
he did not mean ; and, perhaps, as many self-deceiving 
men have done before him, he believes himself a pa- 
triot. 

I considered that he was destined to exercise an im- 
portant, if not a controlling influence on the affairs of 
Central America ; and trusting that hopes of honoura- 
ble and extended fame rright have sonui effect upon his 
character, I told him that his namci had alr/*ady reached 
my country, and that I had ecu in the newspapers an 
account of his la 'it entry into Gualimala, with praises 
of his moderation and exertions 1o pnwcnil atrocities. 
He expressed nifiisfdf pleased that his nariui w as known, 
and such rm ntion made of him among strangers ; and 
wUi he W'as not a robber and murderer, as he was called 
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by his enemies. He seemed intelligent and capable 
of improvement, and I told him that he ought to trav- 
el into other countries, and particularly, from its con- 
tiguity, into mine* He had a very^ indefinite notion as 
to where my country was ; he knew it only as El 
Norte, or the North ; inquired about the distance and 
facility for . getting there, and said that, when the wars 
were over, he would endeavour to make El Norte 
a visit. -But he could not fix his thoughts upon any- 
thing except the wars and Morazan ; in fact, he knew 
of nothing else. He was boyish in his manners and 
manner of speaking, but very grave ; ho never smiled, 
and, conscious of power, was unostentatious in the ex- 
hibition of it, though he ahvays spoke in the first per- 
son of what he had done and what h(^ intended to do. 
One of the hangers-on, (‘vidtuitly t(^ pay court to him, 
looked for a paper bearing his signature to show meias 
a specimen of his handwriting, but did ikjI find one. 
My interview with him was much more interesting 
than I had expeeded ; so young, so humble iq his ori- 
gin, so destitut('. of early advantages, with honest im- 
pulses, perliaps, l)Ut»ignorant, fanatic, sanguinary, and 
the .slave of violent ])assions, wielding alisolutely the 
physieid foree of the count ry, and that force entertain- 
ing a natural haired to the. ^whites. At parting ho ae- 
compaiiied me to the door, and in >hc [ireseiu'c of his 
villanous soldiers made me a free oiler of his ser\ ac t s. 
I understood that I had tlie good fortune to make a fa- 
vourable impressi(>e ; and alu-rward, but, unluckily, 
during my absence, Im called upon me m full dress 
and in state, which few him an unusual thing. 

At that time, as Don ^uanuel told mo, he pro- 

fessed to eousider inuisclf a brigadn'r-general, subject 
to tlie ordca*s of the, g. verument. He had no regular 
VoL. L— I . 
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allowance for the maintenance of himself and troops ; 
he did not like keeping accounts, and called for money 
when he wanted it; and, with this understanding, in 
eight months he ha4 uot required mpre than Morazan 
did in tWo. He really did not want money for himself, 
and as a matter of policy he paid the Indians but little. 
This operated powerfully with the aristocracy, upon 
whom the whole burden of raising money devolved - 
. It may be a satisfaction to some of my friends to know 
that this lawless chief is under a dominion to which 
meeker men are loth to sitbmit ; his wife accompa- 
nies him on horseback in all his expeditions, influenced 
by a feeling which is said to proceed sometimes from 
excess of affection ; and I have heard that it is no un- 
important part of the business of the chief of the state 
to settle family jars. 

*As Ave Avere returning to my house, Ave met a gen- 
tleman Avho told Mr. Pa von that a party of soldiers 
Avas searching for a member of the Assembly Avho was 
lying nneier the displeasure of Carrera, but a persoi^l 
friend of theirs ; and as Ave passed on avc saw a flic 
of soldiers drawn up before his do^>r, Avhile others Avere 
inside searching the house. This Avas done by Car- 
rera’s orders, Avillioul any knoAvledge on the part of the 
government. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Party to Mixco. — A Scene of Pleasure. — Procession in Honour of the Patron 
Saint of Mixco. — Firewrtrks.— A Bombardment. — Sm-jking Cigars. — A Night- 
brawl.— Suffering and Sorrow.— A Cockfight.— A Walk in the Suburbs.— Sun- 
day Amusements. — Return to the City. 

In consequence of the convulsions and danger of the 
times, the city was dull, and there was no gayety in' 
private circles ; but an effort had been made by some 
enterprising ladies to break the monotony, and a party, 
to which I was invited, was formed for that afternoon 
to Mixco, an Indian village about three leagues distant, 
at which the festival of its patron saint was to be cele- 
brated the next day with Indian rites. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon I left my door on 
horseback, to call on Don Manuel Pavon, His house 
was next to that of the proscribed deputy, and a line of 
soldiers was drawn around the whole block, with the 
purpose of preventing an escape, while every house 
was searched. I always gave these gentlemen a wide 
berth when I could, but it was necessary to ride along 
the whole line ; and as I passed the house of the dep- 
uty, with the door closed and sentinels before it, I could 
but think of his distressed family, in agony lest his hi- 
ding-place should be discovert'd. 

Don Manuel was waiting for me, and we rode to the 
house of one of the ladies of the party, a yoiiiig widow 
whom I had not setM' l^ehn v and who, in her riding- 
dress, made a line a])pea ranee. II( ^ horse was ready, 
and when .sh(*. had id.ssed the old people good-by ^^e 
carried her oft’. Tiic women-servants, with familiarity 
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and affection, followed to the door, and continued fare- 
well greetings and cautions to take good care of her- 
self, which the lady answered as long as we were 
within hearing; called at two or three other 

houses, and then all assembled at the place of rendez- 
vous. The courtyard was full of horses, with every va- 
riety of fanciful mountings. Although we were going 
only nine miles, and to a large Indian village, it was 
necessary to carry beds, bedding, and provisions. A 
train of servants large enough to carry stores for a small 
military expedition was sent ahead, and we all started. 
Outside the gate all the anxieties and perils which 
slumbered in the city were forgotten. Our road lay 
over an extensive plain, seeming, as the sun went down 
, behind the volcanoes of Agua and Fuego, a beautiful 
bowling-green, in which" our party, preceded by a long 
file of Indians with loads on their backs, formed a 
picture. I was surprised to find that the ladies were 
not good horsewomen. They never ride for pleasure, 
and, on account of the want of accommodation on the 
road, seldom travel. 

It was after dark when we reached the borders of 
a deep ravine separating the plain from Mixeo. We 
descended, and, rising on the other side, emerged from 
the darkness of tJie ravine into an illuminated street, 
and, at two or three horses’ lengths, into a plaza bla- 
zing with lights and crowded with people, nearly all 
Indians in holyday costiiino. In tin? centre of the plaza 
was a fine fountain, and at the h<‘ad of it a gigantic 
church. Wo rot c up to the house that had been pro- 
vided for the India's, and, leaving fluari tfierc^, th(i g('n- 
tlemen scatter v.d to find lodgings for themselves. The 
door of every house was open, and the only (jiK'stioii 
asked was whether there was rooiii. Some of the 
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young men did not give themselves this trouble, asi 
they were disposed to make a night of it ; and Mr. P. 
and I, having secured a place, returned to the house oc- 
cupied by the ladies. In one confer was a tierida about 
ten feet square, partitioned olf and shelved, which served 
as a place for their hats and shawls. The rest of the 
room contained merely a long table and benches. In a 
few moments the ladies were ready, and we all sallied 
out for a walk. All the streets and passaged were brill- 
iantly illuminated, and across some Avere arches dccora- 
t(;d with evergreens and lighted, and at the corners Avere 
altars under arbours of branches adorned Avith floAvers. 
The spirit of frolic seemed to take possession of our file- 
leaders, Avho, as the humour prompted them, entered 
any house, and after a lively chat left it, contriving to . 
come out just as the last of the party Avere going in. In 
one house they found a poncha rolled up very carefully, 
Avith the end of a guitar sticking out. The proprietor 
of the house only kncAV that it belonged to a young man 
from (luatiniala, Avho had left it ns an indication of his 
intention to pass the night tla^ro. One of the young 
men unrolled the |foiicha, and some loaves of bread 
fell out, Avhieh he distributed, and Avith half a loaf in 
his mouth struck up a Avaltz, Avhicli Avas followed by a 
quadrille ; the good })eoj)]e of the house seemed pleas- 
ed at this frj^e us(' of their roof, and shaking hands all 
around, with many expressions of good-Avill on botli 
sides, Ave left as uiieevemoniously as Ave had entered. 
We made the tour of all the principal streets, and as ■ 
we returned to the pla/.a the procession Avas coming out 
of th(* elmr(*h. 

The village, p oeos^^'ou in honour f its pairou saint 
is the great, pride o*' the Indian, and the touchstone of 
his religious charae.tei. Every Indian contributes his 
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labour and money toward getting it up, and he is most 
honoured who is allowed the most important part in it. 
This was a rich village, at which all the muleteers of 
Guatimala lived; apd nowhere had I seen an Indian 
procession so imposing. The church stood on an ele- 
vation at the head of the plaza, its whole facade rich in 
ornaments illuminated by the light of torches; and the 
large platform and the steps were thronged with women 
white. •A space was cleared in the middle before 
the great door, and with a loud chant the procession 
passed out of the doorway. First came the alcalde and 
his alguazils, all Indians, with rods of oflice in one hand 
•and lighted wax candles, six or eiglit feet long, in the 
other ; then a set of devils, not as playful as the devils 
; of Guatimala, but more hideous, and probably better 
likenesses, according to the notions of the Indians ; then 
came, borne aloft by Indians, a large silver cross, richly 
chased and ornamented, and followed by the curate, 
with a silken canopy held over his head on the ends of 
long poles borne ]jy Indians. As the cross advanced 
all fell on their knees, and a stranger would have been 
thought guilty of an insuli upon their holy religion who 
omitted conforming to this ettremony. Then came fig- 
ures of saints larger than lifr, borne on the shoulders 
of Indians; and then a figure of the Virgin, gorgeously 
dressed, her gown* glittering with spangles. Then fol- 
lowed a long procession of Indian women dressed in 
costume, with a thick re 1 cord twisl(‘d in the hair, so as 
to look like a turban, all carrying lighted candles. The 
procession passe/ through the illuminated streets, under 
the arch(‘S, and st'^pping from liim^ to time before the 
altars, made the tour of tin; village, and in about an 
hour, with a loud chant, ascended tin* steps of the, 
church. Its re-entry was announced by a discliarge. of 
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rockets, after- which all gathered in the plaza for the ex- 
hibition of fireworks. 

It was some time before these were ready, for those 
who had figured in the procession, ^particularly the dev- 
ils, were to be the principal managers. Our party was 
well known in Mixco ; and though the steps of the 
church were crowded, one of the best places was im- 
mediately vacated for us. From their nearness to Gua- 
timala, the people of Mixco knew all the principal fam- 
ilies of the former place, and were glad to see so dis- 
tinguished a party at their fiesta ; and the familiar but 
respectful way in which they were everywhere treat- 
ed, manifested a simplicity of manners, and a kindliness 
of feeling between the rich and the poor, which to me 
was one of the most interesting parts of the whole fete. 

The exhibition began with the Toros; the man who 
played the bull gave universal satisfaction ; scattering 
and putting to flight the crowd in the plaza, he rushed 
up the steps of the church, and, amid laughing and 
screaming, Aveiit out. Flying pigeons and other pieces 
hdlowrd ; and the whole concluded with the grand 
national piece of tho Castle of San Felippe, which was 
a representation of the repulse of an Fiiiglish fleet. 
A tall structure represented the castle, and a little brig 
percl'.ed on the end of a stick, like a weathercock, the 
fleet. The brig fired a broadside, and then, by a sud- 
den jerk, turned on a pivot and tired another ; and long 
after, until she had riddled herself to pieces, the castle 
continued pouring on all sides a magnaiiiinoiis stream 
of fire. 

When all was over we re»’U'ned to the posada. A. 
cloth was sprea 1 over llie long lid le, and in a few 
minutes, under tho direction of die ladies, covered 
witli the pic-nic materials brought from Guatimala. 



The benches were drawn tip to the table, and as many 
as could find scats sat down. Before supper was over 
there was an irruption of young men from Guatimala, 
with glazed hats, popchas, and swords, and presenting 
a rather disorderly appearance ; but they were mostly 
juveniles, brothers and cousins of the ladies. With 
their hats on, they seated themselves at the vacated ta- 
bles, and, as soon as they had' finished eating, hurried 
off the plates, piled the tables away in a corner, one on 
the top of the other, and the candles on the top of all, 
the violins struck up, and gentlemen and ladies, lighting 
cigars and cigarillos, commenced dancing. I am sorry 
‘ to say that generally the ladies of Central America, not 
excepting Guatimala, smoke, married ladies puros, oV 
; all tobacco, and unmarried cigars, or tobacco wrapped in 
paper or straw. Every gentleman carries in his pock- 
et a silver case, with a long string of cotton, steel and 
li'flint, taking uj) nearly as much sparu* as a handker- 
1^' chief, and one of the offiecs of gallantry is to strike a 
light ; ])y doing it well, he may help tt) kiiulh^ a flame 
ill a lady’s heart ; at all events, to do it ]>ungliiigly 
would be ill-bred. I will Jiot express my sentinients 
on smoking a.s a eustoju for the sex. I liave recollec- 
tions of beanltious lij)s profaned. Nevertheless, even 
in this I have seen a lady show her prcltinoss and re- 
finement, barely louehing the straw to her lips, us it 
were kissing it gently anfl taking it away. When a gen- 
tleman asks a lady for a light, sh(i always removes thc' 
cigar from her Ups. Happdv, the dangerous proximity 
which sornelime.'- occurs l>et'.veeu gentleiiicn in the street 
is not in vogue. The dancing cfjiitinued till two o’clock, 
and the breaking up was like the separation of a guy 
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family party. The young men dispersed to sleep or to 
finish the night with merriment elsewhere, and Don 
Manuel and I retired to the house he had secured for us. 

We were in our hammocks, talking over the affairs 
of the night, when we heard a noise in the street, a 
loud tramping past the door, and a clash of swords. 
Presently Mr. P.’s servant knocked for admission, and 
told us that a man had been killed a few doors off by a 
sword-cut across the head. Instead of going out to 
gratify an idle curiosity, like prudent men we secured 
the door. The tramping passed up the street, and 
presently we heard reports of firearms. The whole 
place seemed to be in an uproar. We had hardly lain 
down again before there was another knock at the door. 
Our host, a respectable old man, with his wife, slept in 
a back room, and, afraid of rioters, they had a consul- ^ 
tation about opening it. TJie former was unwilling 
do so, but the latter, with a* mother’s apprehensions, 
said that she was afraid some accident had happened to 
Chico. The knocking continued, and Raffael^a known ' 
eoni|)anioii of tln’ir son, cried out that Chico was 
wounded. The old* man rose for a light, and, appre- 
hending the worst, the mother and a young sister burst 
into tears. The old man sternly cliccked them, said 
that lie had always eautioiied Chieo against going out at 
night, and that he deserved to be punished. Tlie sis- 
ter ran and opein^d the door, and two young men enter- 
ed. We hoiild see the glitter of their swords, and that ^ 
one was sin^portiiig tin; other ; and, just* as the old man 
procured .T liglit, tiu^ wounded man fell o/i the ground. 
His face was ghastly pal‘% and vSpoftetl with blood; his 
hat eut tlirough <he crown and rim as sinoolhly as if done 
with a razor, and hi-' right hand and arm were wound 
Yon. I.— K K 
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in a pocket-handerchief, which was stained AViti. blood. 
The old man looked at him with the sternness of a Ro- 
man, and told him that he knew this would be the con- 
sequence of his running out at night ; the mother and 
sister cried, and the young man, with a feeble voice, 
begged his father to spare him. His companion car- 
ried him into the back room ; but before they could 
lay him on the bed he fell again and fainted. The 
father was alarmed, and when he recovered, asked 
him whether he washed to confess. Chico, with a 
faint voice, answered. As you please. The old man 
told his daughter to go for the padre, but the uproar 
was so great in the street that she was afraid to venture 
rOUt, In the mean time we examined his head, wdiich, 

: ‘^notwithstanding the cut through his hat, was barely 
'touched; and he said himself that he had received the 
blow on his hand, and that it w as cut ofl\ There w^as no 
.physician nearer than Guatimala, and not a person who 
was able to do anything for him. I had had some 
practice in medicine, but none in surgery ; I knew, 
however, that it was at all events proper to w'^ash and 
cleanse the w^ound, and wdth th« assistance, of Don 
Manuel’s servant, a young Englishman whom Don 
Manuel had brought from the United ^States, laid him 
on a bed. This servant had had some experience in 
the brawds of the country, having killed a young man in 
a quarrel growing out of a love affair, and been con- 
fined to the house seven months by wx>unds received in 
the same eneoiniter. With iiis assistance I uinvoiind 
the bloody hand .erchief ; as 1 proceeded ^^fonnd my 
courage failing m-, and as, with the' last coil, a dead 
hand fell in .nine, a shudder and a deep groan ran 
throvigh the spectators, and I almost let the hand drr>p 
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It was cut off through the back above the knuckles, and 
the four fingers hung merely by the fleshy part of the 
thumb. The skin was drawn back, and showed on 
each side four bones protruding like the teeth of a skel- 
eton. I joined them together, and as he drew up his 
arm they jarred like the grating of teeth. I saw that 
the case was beyond my art. Possibly the hand might 
have been restored by sewing the skin together ; but I 
believed that the only thing to be done was to cut it off 
entirely, and this I was not willing to do. Unable to 
give any farther assistance, I wound it up again in the 
handkerchief. The young man had a mild and pleasing 
countenance ; and- as thankful for my ineffectual attempt 
as if I had really served him, told me not to give my- ' 
self any more trouble, but return to bed ; his mother 
and sister, with stifled sobs, hung over his head ; his 
father retained the sternness of his manner, but it was . 
cosy to see that his heart was bleeding ; and to me, a 
stranger, it was horrible to see a fine young man muti- 
lated for life in a street-brawl. ’ ^ 

As h(» told tlic story himself, he was walking with 
some of his friends, •when he met one of the Espinozas 
from (iiiatiinala, also with a party of friends.’^ The lat- 
ter, wlio was kiKnvn as a bully, a})proached them Avith 
an expression in Spanish about equivalent to the Eng- 
lish one, I’ll give it to you.'’ Chico answered, No 
you won’t,” and immediately they drew their swords. 
Chico, in attem})tiiig to ward off a stroke, received it 
on the edge of liis right hand. In passing through all 
tlie bones, its fV^ree was so imieh broken that it only cut 
the crown and rim of Ins Vat, 'riie loss of liis hand had 
no doubt save.d his lllb; for, if the ’. iiole force of the 
stroke had fallen o*) ^lis head, it must have killed him ; 
but the unfortunate youiigman, instead of being thank- 
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ful for hia escape, swore vengeance against Espinoza. 
The latter, as I afterward learned, swore that the next 
time Ohico should not escape with the loss of his hand; 
and, in all probability, when they meet again one of them 
will be killed. 

All this time the uproar continued, shifting its loca- 
tion, with occasional reports of firearms ; an aunt wajs 
wringing her hands because her son was out, and we 
had reason to fear a tragical night. We went to bed, 
but for a long time the noise in the street, the groans of 
poor Chico, and the sobbing of his mother and sister 
kept us from sleeping. 

We did not wake till nearly ten o’clock. It was 
Sunday; the morning was bright and beautiful, the 
^ arches and flowers still adorned the streets, and the 
Indians, in their clean clothes', were going to Sundjiy 
mass. None except the immediate parties knc^w or 
cared for the events of the night. Oossing the j)laza, 
we met a tall, dashing fello^v on horseback, willi a long 
sword by his side, who bowed to Mr. Pavon, and rode 
on past the house of Chico. This was Espinoza. No 
one attenmted to molest him, and* no notice whatever 
was takePbf the circuinstancc by the authorities. 

The door of the church ivas so crowded that we could 
not enter ; and passing through the curate’s house, we 
stood in a doorway on one side of tlic altar. The cu- 
rate, in his richest vestments, witJi yoi?ng iMdiari as- 
sistants in sacerdotal drt sscs, their Jong black hair and 
sluggish features eonlrasiirt^ strangely willi their garb 
and occupations, »vas oiliciating at tlu' altar. On tlu^ 
front steps, with their black inantons drawn over their 
heads, and their eyes licnt on the; ground, were the dan- 
cers of our party the preceding niglit ; kmading, along 
the whole floor of the immense church was a dense 
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mass of Incfian women, with red headdresses ; and lean- 
ing against the pillars, and standing up in the back- 
ground, were Indians wrapped in black chamarrds. 

We waited till mass was over, aiyi then accompanied 
the ladies to the house and breakfasted, Sunday though 
it was, the occupations for the day were a cockfight in 
the morning and bullfight in the afternoon. Our party 
was increased by the arrival of a distinguished family 
from Guatimala, and we all set out for the former. It 
Avas in the yard of an unoccupied house, which Avas al- 
ready croAvded ; and I noticed, to the honour of the In- 
dians and the shame of the belter classes, that they 
were all Mestitzoes or Avhite men, and, always except* 
ing Carrera’s soldiers, I never saw a AAmrse looking or 
more assassin-like set of men. All along the walls of 
the jurd Avere cocks tied by one leg, and men running 
about with other cocks under their arms, putting them 
on the ground to compare size and weight, regulating 
bets, and trying to cheat each other. At length a match 
Avas made ; the ladies of our party had si*ats iij the cor- 
ridor of the liouse, and a space was cleared before them 
The galls Avere murderous iiistnimcnls, mor^lian tAAm 
inches long, lliick, and sharp as needles, andWne birds 
Avere hardly on the ground before the feathers of the 
neck were ruliled and tlu‘y HeAv at each other. In less 
time than had been taken to gall tlwnn, one Avas lying 
on the ground Avith its tongue hanging out, and the 
blood running from its month, dead. The eagerness 
and vehemence, noise and uproar, Avrangling, betting, 
.swearing, and scuflling of the croAvil, exhihitetl a dark 
picture of human naUa*e and .i sanguinary people. 1 
owe it to the lad es to ^ay, that in d; ' (uty they iieA^er 
are jireseiit at suc]^ scenes^ Here they Avent for no 
other reason that 1 could sec than because they Avero 
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away from home, and it was part of the fete. We 
must make allowances for an education and state of 
society every way different from our own. They were 
not wanting in sensibility or refinement ; and though 
they did not turn away with disgust, they seemed to 
take no interest in the fight, an^were not disposed to 
wait for a second. 

Leaving the disgusting scene, we walked around the 
suburbs, one point of which commands a noble view of 
the plain and city of Griiatimala, with the surrounding 
mountains, and suggests a wonder that, amid objects 
so grand and glorious, men can grow up with tastes so 
^rqyellling. Crossing the plaza, we heard music in a 
lai^ge house belonging to a rich muleteer ; and entering, 
found a young harpist, and two mendicant friars 
with shaved crowns, dressed in white, with long white 
mantles and hoods, of an order newly revived in Gua- 
timala, and drinking agua ardiente. Mantas and hats 
were thrown off, tables and seats placed against the 
wall, and in a few moments my friemis were waltzing; 
two or three cotillons followed, and we rtUurned to the 
posada, ^ere, after fruit of various kinds had been 
served, aiWook seats on the back piazza. A horse hap- 
pened to be loose in the yard, and a young man, putting 
his hands on the hind quarters, jumped on his back. 
The rest of the yoUng men followed suit, and then one 
lifted the horse up by hi.^ fore legs ; Avheii he dropj>ed 
him another took him up. and all followed, very much 
to the astonishment of the }» or animal. Then followed 
standing on the piazza and jumping over each other's 
heads; then one leaned down Avith liis hands resting on 
the piazza, and another mounted on his hack, and the 
former tried to shake him off without letting||go his 
hands. Other feats followed, all impromptu, and each 
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more absurd than the one before it ; and the wfeole 
concluded with a bullfight, in which two young men 
mounted on the backs of other two as matadors, and 
one, with his head between his shf)iildcrs, ran at them 
like a bull. Though these amusements were not very 
elegant, all were so intimate with each other, and there 
was such a perfect abandoiimeat, that the whole went 
off with shouts of laughter. 

This over, the young men brought out the ladies’ 
mantas, and again we sallied for a walk ; but, reaching 
the ])laza, the young men changed their minds ; and 
seating the ladies, to whom I attached myself, in the 
shade, commenced prisoiuu-’s base. All who passed 
stopped, und the villagers seemed delighted with the, 
gaycly of our party. The players tumbled each other 
in llie dust, to the great amusement of the lookers-on} 
and, this continued till we saw trays corning across the 
plaza, which was a sign of dinner. This over, and 
thinking that I had seen enough for one Sunday, I de- 
termim'd to forego the bullfight; and in company with 
Don Manuel and another prominent member of the As- 
sembly, and his fantily, 1 set out on my return to the 
city. Their mode of travelling was primitive. All 
were on horseliaek, he himself wdth a little son behind 
him ; lus daughter alone ; his wife on a ])illion, with a 
servant to sujiport her ; a servaut-nTaiil with a child in 
her arms, and a servant on the top of ihc luggage. It 
was a b<*auliful afternoon, and the plain of (liiatimala, 
with its green grass and dark mountains, was a lovely 
scene. As ive entcrerj the city wc (uicouiitcrcd a reli- 
gious procession, witn uricsis and monks all bearing 
lighted candles, and ]i»*eccded by u. n throwing rock- 
ets. yfc avokb vl tan ^'laza on account of the soldiers, 
and in a few minutes 1 was in my house, alone. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Excursion to La Antigua ana the Pacific Ocean. — San Lucas. — Mountain Seer 
ry. — El Rio Pensativo,*— La Antigua. — Account of its Destruction. — An Ocl 
genartan. — The Cathedral. — San Juan Obispo. — Santa Maria.— Volcano > 
Agua.— Ascent of the Mountain, — The Crater. — A lofty Meeting-place. — T 
Descent. — Return to La Antigua. — Cultivation of Cochineal. — Classic Groun 
— Ciudad Vieja, — Its Foundation. — Visit from Indians. — Departure from Ciudi 
Vieja. — First Sight of the Pacific. — Alotenango.^Volcan del Fuega. — Kscuii 
la. — Sunset Scene. —Masagua. — Port of Jstapa. — Arrival at the Pacific. 

On Tuesday, the seventeenth of December, I set oi 
on an excursion to La Antigua Guatimala and the Pc 
cific Ocean. I was accompanied by a young man wh 
^ved opposite, and wished to ascend the Volcano d 
; wAij^a. I had discharged Augustin, and with great dil 
f/ficulty had procured a man who knew the routes Rn 
^maldohad but one fault: he was married; like soitp 
other married men, he had a hincy for roving ; but hi 
wife set her face against this propensity ; she said tha 
I was going to El Mar, the sea, and might carry hin 
off, and she would never see him again, and the affection 
ate wora^ wept at the bare idea ; ‘ but upon my payiui 
the money into her hand.s before going, she constuitcd 
My only luggage Avas a hammock and pair of sheets 
which Runialdo carried on his mule, and each had i 
pair of alforjas. At the gate we met Don Jose Vidaur 
re, wliom I had first seen in the president’s eliair of tlu 
Constituent Assembly, and Avho Avas going to A^i.sit hi.- 
hacienda at the Antigua. Though it was only five oi 
six hours’ di.stant, Behor Vidaiyre, being a vc'ry lieav^ 
man, had two led hor.sc.s, one of which Ik* insisted o/i 
my mounting ; and Avhen 1 expressed iny admiration of 
the animal, he told me, in the usual phrase oi^|jpp!!nish 
courtesy, that the horse was mine. It wa.s done in the 
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same spirit in which a Frenchman, who had been en- 
tertained hospitably in a country house in England, of- 
fered himself to seven of the daughters, merely for’ the 
compliment. And my worthy frignd would have been 
very much astonished if I had accepted his offer. 

The road to Mixco I have already described. In 
the village I stopped to sec Chico. His hand had 
been cut off, and he was doing well. Leaving the vil- 
lage, we ascended, a steep mountain, from the top of 
which we had a fine view of the village at its foot, the 
plain and city of Guatimala, and the Lake of Arnati- 
tan, enclosed by a belt of mountains. Descending by 
a wild and rugged road, we reached a plain, and saw 
on the left the village of San Lucas, and on the right, ^ 
at some distance, San Mateo. We then entered a , 
piece of woodland, and first ascending, then again de» 
seeiulcd by the precipitous side of a mountain, with a , 
inagnificcnt ravine on our right, to a beautiful stream. 
At this place mountains rose all around us ; but the 
hanks of the stream were cov'cri'd with delicate flowers, 
and parrots with gay plumage were perched on the 
trees and flying ovl^r our heads, making, in the midst 
of gigantic^ scenery, a fairy spot. The stream passed 
betwocii two ranges of mountains so close together that 
there was barel}^ room for a single horsepath by its side. 
As wc continued the rnduiitains turned to the left, and 
on the other side of the stream were :i few openings, 

cultivated with cochineal, into the very hollow of the 
• » r . 

base. Again the road turned and then ran straight, 

making a vista of mor^ than a mile between the mount- 
ains, at the end of whieli wa.> the Antigua, standing in 
a delightful valLy, in by mountains and hills that 
alwaysiretain thv It 'er .^urc, watered by two rivers that 
supply numerous fountains, with a climate in which heat 
VoL. I.— L L 23 
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or cold never predominates ; yet this city, surrounded 
by more natural beauty than any location I ever saw, 
has perhaps undergone more calamities than any city 
that was ever built^ Wc passed the gate and rode 
through the suburbs, in the opening of the valley, on 
one side of which was a new house that reminded me 
of an Italian villa, with a large cochineal plantation ex- 
tending to the base of the mountain. We crossed a 
stream bearing the poetical name of Kl Rio Pensativo; 
on the other side was a fine fountain, and at the corner 
X)f the street was the ruined church of San Domingo, a 
monument of the dreadful earthquakes which had pros- 
trated the old capital, and driven the inhabitants from 
their home. 

On each side were the ruins of churches, convents, 
and private residences, large and costly, some lying in 
masses, some witli fronts still standing, richly orna- 
mented with stucco, cracked and yawning, roofless, 
without doors or windows, and trees growing inside 
abov(*. th(i walls. Many of llie houses have been re- 
paired, the city is repeopled, and presemts a strange ap- 
pearance of ruin and recovery. The inhabitants, like 
the dwellers over the buried Ilerculaiieum, seemed to 
entertain no fears of renewed disaster. I rode up 
to the house of Don Miguel Maiirique, which was oc- 
cupied by his family at the lime of the destruction of 
th-e city, and, after receiving a kind welcome, in com- 
pany with Senor Vidaurre walked to the plaza. The 
print opposite wib give an idea, which I cannot, of 
the beauty of this scene. Thq great volcanoes of 
Agua and Fuego look down upon it ; in tha centre is 
a noble ston fountain, and the buildings which face it, 
especially the palace of the captain general, displaying 
on it« front ihc armorial bearings granted by the Em- 
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peror Charles the Fifth to the loyal and noble city, and 
surmounted by the Apostle St. James on horseback, 
armed, and brandishing a sword ; and the majestic but 
roofless and ruined cathedral, thr^e hundred feet long, 
one hundred and twenty broad, nearly seventy high, 
and lighted by fifty windows, show at this day that La 
Antigua was once one of the finest cities of the New 
World, deserving the proud name which Alvarado gave 
it, the city of St. Janies of Gentlemen. 

This was the second capital of Guatimala, founded 
in lo42 on account of the destruction of the first by a 
water volcano. Its history is one of uninterrupted dis- 
asters. In 1558 an epidemic disorder, attended with 
a violent bletMling at the nose, swept away great num- 
Iiers of people ; nor could the fa(‘ulty devise any meth- 
od to arriist the progress of the distemper. Many se- 
vere shocks of eartlnpiake were felt at different periods; 
the one in 1565 seriously damaged many of the prin- 
cipal iuiildings ; tliose of 1575, 76, and 77 were not 
h‘ss rniiions. On tiie 27tli of December, 1581, the pop- 
ulation was again alarnitMl by the volcano, which began 
to emit fire ; and great was i\ui quantity of ashes 
thrown out and spread in the air, that the. sim was en- 
tirely obscured, and artificial liglit was necessary in 
the city at midday.” 

‘‘ The years 1585 and 6 were ’dreadful iu the ex- 
treme. On January 16th of the former, earthquakes 
were felt, and they continued through that niid the fol- 
lowing year so frecpiciitly, that not an interval of eight 
days elapsed during Jhe whole period without a shock 
more or less violent. Fire issiUMl incessantly, for 
mouths together, from the mountain, and greatly in- 
creased the general c. usternation. The greatest dam- 
oge of this t\M)l place on the 23d of December, 
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1586, when the major part of the city again became 
heap of ruins, burying under them many of the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants ; the earth shook with such violence 
that the tops of the high ridges were torn off, and deep 
chasms formed in various parts of the level ground. 

‘‘ In 1601 a pestilential distemper carried off* great 
numbers. It raged witli so much malignity that three 
days generally terminated the existence of such as were 
affected by it.’’ 

“ On the 18th of February, 1651, about one o’clock, 
afternoon, a most extraordinary subterranean noise 
was heard, and immediately followed by three violent 
shocks, at very short intervals from each other, which 
threw down many buildings and damaged others ; the 
tiles from the roofs of the houses were dispersed in all 
directions, litce light straws by a gust of wind ; the 
bells of the churches were rung by the vibrations ; mass- 
es of rock were detached from the mountains ; and 
even the wild beasts were so terrified, that, losing tlieir 
natural instinct, they quitted their retreats, aud souglit 
shelter from the habitations of men.” 

** The year 1686 brought with it another dreadful ep- 
idemic, which in thr(3e months swept away a tenth 
part of the inhabitants.” . , . From the capital the pes- 
tilence spread to tlie neighbouring villages, and thence 
to the more remote ones, causing dreadful havoc, par- 
ticularly among the most robust of the inhabitants.” 

The year 1717 was memorable ; on the night of 
August 27th the lountain i)cgan to emit flames, at- 
tended by a continued subterranean rumbling noise. 
On the night T the 2Sth tin; eruption increased to 
great violenc e, and very much alarmed the inhabitants. 
The images of saints were carried in procession, public 
pray(‘rs wt^re put .in, day after day; but the terrifying 
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eruption still continued, and was followed by frequent 
shocks, at intervals, for more than four months. At 
last, on the night of September 29th, the fate of Gua- 
tiraala appeared to be decided, and inevitable destruc- 
tion seemed to be at hand. Greal; was the ruin among 
the public edifices : many of the houses were thrown 
down, and nearly all that remained were dreadfully in* 
jured; but the greatest devastation was seen in the 
churches.’’ 

‘‘ The year 1773 was the most melancholy epoch in the 
annals of this metropolis ; it was then destroyed, and, as 
the capital, ‘rose no more from its ruins.” . . . ‘* About four 
o’clock, on the afternoon of July 20, a tremendous vibra- 
tion was felt, and shortly after b('gan the dreadful con- 
vulsion that decided the fate of the unfortunate city.” . . . 
“ On the 7th September there was another,- which threw 
doAvn most of the buildings that were damaged on the 
29th of July; and on the 13th December, one still 
more vmlcnt terminated the work of destruction.” . . . 

The [)eople liad not well recovered from tlie conster- 
nalioii inllictcd by the events of the fatal 29th of July, 
when a meeting was convoked for the purpose of col- 
lecting the sense of the inhabitants on tlic subject of the 
removal.” . . . ‘‘In this meeting it vras determined all 
the public; authorities should remdve provisionally to 
the little village of La Ilermita, until the valleys of Ja- 
lapa and Las Vacas could be. surveyed, and until the 
king’s pleasure could be ascertained on the subject.” . . . 

On the Gtli of St»pt<unber the govcrfior and all the 
tribunals withdrew to La Hermita ; the surveys of the 
last-mentioned places completed, the inhabitants 

were again convoked, to decide upon the transfer. 
This congress was hcivl in the temporary capital, and 
lasted from the 12th to tlie 16th of January, 1774: the 
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.! report of the commissioners was read, and,- by a plu- 
rality of votes, it was resolved to make a formal trans- 
lation of the city of Guatimala to the Valley of Las 
Vacas. The king gave liis assent to this resolution on 
the 21st of July, 1116 ; and, by a decree of the 21st ol 
September following, approved most of the plans that 
were proposed for carrying the determination into ef- 
fect ; granting very liberally the whole revenue arising 
from the customs, for the space of ten years, toward 
the charges of building, In virtue of this decree, 

the ayuntamiento was in due form established in the 
new situation on the 1st of January, 1776 ; and on the 
29th of July, 1777, a proclamation was issued in Old 
Guatimala, commanding the population to remove to 
the new city within one year, and totally abandon the 
remains ot the old one.” 

Such is the account given by the historian of Guati- 
mala concerning the destruction of this city ; besides 
which, I saw on the spot Padre Antonio Crdquer,*an 
octogenarian, and the oldest canonigo in Guatimala, 
who was living in the city during the earlhc|uake which 
completed its destruction. He wps still vigorous in 
frame and intellect, wrote his name with a free liand 
in my memorandum-book, and had vivid fecollections 
of the splendour of the city in his boyhood, when, as he 
said, carriages roll(;d through it as in the streets of Ma- 
drid. On the fatal day la* was in the Church of Sail 
Francisco with two padres, one of whom, at the mo- 
ment of the shuck, took hiif by the hand and hurried 
him into the patio ; the other was buried under the ru- 
ins of the church. He remembered that the tiles flew 
from the roofs of the houses in every direction ; the 
clouds of dust were suffocating, and the people ran to 
the fountains to quench their thirst. -The fountains 
* Died August 6th| 1641. 
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were broken, and one man snatched off his hat to dip 
for water. The archbishop slept that night in his car- 
riage in the plaza. He described to me the ruins of in- 
dividual buildings, the dead who were dug from under 
them, and the confusion and terrbr of the inhabitants ; 
and though his recollections were only those of a boy, 
he had material enough for hours of conversation. 

In company with the cura we visited the interior of 
the Cathedral. The gigantic walls were standing, but 
roofless ; the interior was occupied as a burying- 
ground, and the graves were shaded by a forest of 
dahlias and trees seventy or eighty feet high, rising 
above the walls. The grand altar stood under a cupo- 
la supported by sixteen columns faced with tortoise* 
shell, and adorned with bronze medallions of exquisite 
workmanship. On the cornice were once placed stat- 
ues of the Virgin and the tw^dve apostles in ivory; 
but all these are gone ; and more interesting than the 
Tccnllections of its ancient splendour or its mournful 
ruins was the empty vault Wiiere once reposed the 
ashes of Alvarado the Conqueror. 

Toward evening, my young eompauion* joined me, 
and we set out for Santa Maria, an Indian village at 
two leagues’ distance, situated on the side of the Vol- 
cano dc Agua, with the intentioil of ascending the 
next day to the summit. As enXered the valley, the 
scene was so beautiful I did not wonder that even earth- 
quakes could not make it desolate. At the distance of 
a league wc‘ reached the village San Juan del Obispo, 
the church and convent of w Inch are conspicuous from 
Below, and command a. .liagnificent view of tlie valley 
and city of the Antigua. At dark we reached the vil- 
lage of Santa Marir, perched at a height of two thou- 
sand feet above the V!Uigua, and seven thousand feet 
* Also since deceased. He was killed at the bailie of Cotnitaii, !!klay i5lht 1811. 
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above the level of the Pacifie. The church stands in a* 
noble court with several gates, and before it is a gi- 
gantic white cross. We rode up to the convent, which 
is under the care of the cura of Ban Juan del Obispo, 
but it was unoccupied, and there was no one to receive 
us except a little talkative old man, Avho had only ar- 
rived that morning. Very soon there was an irruption 
of Indians, with the alcalde and his alguazils, who 
came to offer tlicir services as guides up the mountain. 
They were the first Indians I had met wlio did not speak 
Spanish, and their eagerness and clamour reminded me 
of my old friends the Arabs. They represented the 
ascent as very steep, with dangerous precipices, and the 
path extremely difficult to find, and said it was neces- 
sary for each of us to have sixteen men with ropes to 
haul us up, and to pay twelve dollars for each man. 
They seemed a little astonished when I told them that 
we wanted two men each, and would give them half a 
dollar apiece, but fell immediately to eight men for 
each, and a dollar apiece ; and, after a noisy wran- 
gling, we picked out six from forty, and they jdl retired. 
In a few minutes we heard a violin, out of doors, whicli 
we thought was in honour of us ; but it was for tlie little 
old mail, who was a titritero or puppet-player, and in- 
tended giving an exhibition that night. The music 
entered the room, and a man station(‘.d himself at the 
door to admit visiters. The price of admission was 
three cents, and there were frequent wranglings to have 
one cent taken' off, or two -aliaittcd for tliree cents. 
The high price preventing the entrance of common 
people, the compajiy was very Select, and all sat oh 
the floor . The receipts, as I learned from the door- 
keeper, were upward of five shillings. Rurnaldo, who 
was a skilful amateur, led the orchestra, that is, ihc 
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other fiddler. The puppet was in an adjoining room^ 
and when the door opened disclosed a black chamarro 
hanging as a curtain, the rising of which discovered the 
puppet-player sitting at a table with his little figures 
before him. The sports of the puppets were carried 
on with vcntriloquial conversations, in the midst of 
which I fell asleep. 

We did not get off till seven o’clock the next morn- 
ing. The day was very unpromising, and the whole 
mountain was covered with clouds. As yet the side 
of the volcano was cultivated. In half an hour the road 
became so steep and slippery that we dismounted, and 
commenced the ascent pn foot. The Indians went on 
before, carrying water and provisions, and each .of us 
was equipped with a strong staff. At a quarter before 
eight we entered the middle region, which is covered 
with a broad belt of thick forest ; the path was steep 
and muddy, and every three or four minutes we were 
obliged to stop and rest. At a quarter before nine we 
reached a clearing, in which stood a large wood/^n cross. 
This was the first resting-place, and we sat down at the 
loot of the cross and lunched. A drizzling rain had 
commenced, but, in the hope of a change, at half past 
nine w;e resumed our ascent. The path became steeper 
and muddier, the trees so thickly crowded together that 
the sun never found its way through them, and theii 
branches and trunks covered with green excrescences. 
The path was made and kept open by Indians, who go 
up in the winter-time to procure snow* and ice for Gua- 
tirnala. The labour ol^ toiling up this muddy acclivity 
was excessive, and very soon my young companion be- 
came fatigued, and was unable to conllnue without 
help. The Indians weu provided with ropes, one of 
which was tied around Ins waist, and two Indians went 
Voj.. L— Mm 
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before with the rope over the shoulders. At half past 
ten we were above the region of forest, and came out 
upon the open side of the volcano. There were still 
scattering trees, long grass, and a great variety of cu- 
rious plants and flowers, furnishing rich materials for 
the botanist. Among them was a plant with a red 
flower, called the mano del mico, or hand-plant, 
but more like a monkey’s paw, growing to the height 
of thirty or forty feet, the inside a light vermilion col- 
our, and outside vermilion with stripes of yellow. My 
companion, tired with the toil of ascending, even with 
the aid of the rope, at length mounted an Indian’s 
shoulders. I was obliged to stop every two or three 
miautes, and my rests were about equal to the actual 
time .of walking. The great difficulty was on account 
of the wet and mud, which, in ascending, made us lose 
part of every stej). It was so slippery that, even with 
the staf?’, and the assistance of branches of trees and 
bushes, it was difficult to keep from falling. About 
half an hour before reaching the top, and jn-rhaps one 
thousand or fifteen hundred feet from it, the trees be- 
came scarce, and seemed blasted by lightning or with- 
ered by cold. The clouds gathered thicker than before, 
and I lost all hope of a clear day. At half an hour be- 
fore twelve we reached the top and descended into the 
crater. A whirlwind of cloud and vapour was sweep- 
ing around it. We were in a perspiration ; our clothes 
were saturated with rain and mud ; and in a few mo- 
ments the cold pen etrated oin ver} bones. We attempt- 
ed to build a fire, but the sticks and leaves were wet, 
and would not burn. For a few moments we raised a 
feeble llame, and all crouched around it ; but a sprink- 
ling of rain came down, just enough to put it out. We 
could see nothing, and the shivering Tndiuns begged me 
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to return. On rocks‘ near us were inscriptions, one of 
w^ich bore date in 1548 ; and on a cut stone were the 


words, 

Alexandra Ldvert, 

De San Petersbrgo ; 
Edvardo Ijegh Page, 

De Inglaterra; 

Jost Croskeyy 


Ue FyladelfyCy 
Bibymoa aqui uiiaskDoteaa 
De Champaria, cl dia 26 
de Agosto de 1834. 


It seemed strange that three men from such distant 
and different parts of the^vorld, St. Petersburgh, Eng» 
land, and Philadelphia^ had met to drink Champagne 
on the top of this volcano. While I was blowing my 
fingers and copying the inscription, the vapour cleared 
away a little, and gave me a view of the interior of the 
crater. It was a large oval basin, llie area level and 
covered with grass. The sides wore sloping, about one 
hundred or one hundred and fifty feet high, and all 
aruuiid wt;re masses of rock piled up in mitgnificent 
confusion, and rising to inaccessible peaks. There is no 
Tradition of this mountain liaving ever emitted fire, and 
there is no calcined matter or other mark of volcanic 
eruption anywhere in its vicinity. The historical account 
is, that in 1541 an immense torrent, not of fire, but of 
water and stones, was vomited from the crater, by Avhieh 
the old city was destroyed. Father Remesal relates 
that on this (\ccasion the crown of the moimtaiu fell 
down. The height of this detached part was one league, 
and from the remaining summit to the plain was a dis- 
tance of three leagues, w^'ich he affirms he measured in 
1615. The area, by rn^ ineasuremenf, is eighty-three 
paces long and sixty Avide. According to Torquenpiada 
(and such is the tradition according to Padre Alcantara, 
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of Ciudad Vieja), this immense basin, probably the cra- 
ter of an extinct volcano, vi^ith sides much higher than 
they are now, became filled with water by accumulations 
of snow and. rain. There never was any eruption of wa- 
ter, but one of the sides gave way, and the immense body 
of fluid rushed out with horrific force, parrying with it 
rocks and trees, inundating and destroying all that op- 
posed its progress. The immense barranca or ravine 
by which it descended was still fearfully visible on the 
side of the mountain. The height of this mountain has 
been ascertained by barometrical observation to be four- 
teen thousand four hundred and fifty feet above the level 
of the sea. The edge of the crater commands a beau- 
tiful view of the old city of Giiatirnala, thirty-two sur- 
rounding villages, and the Pacific Ocean ; at least so 
I am told, but I saw nothing of it. Nevertheless, I did 
not regret my labour ; and though drenched with rain 
and plastered with mud, I promised myself in the month 
of February, when the weather is fine, to ascend again, 
prepared for the purpose, and pass two or three days in 
the crater. 

At one o’clock we began our descent. It was rapid, and 
sometimes dangerous, from the excessive steepness and 
slipperincss, and the chance of pitching head foremost 
against the trunk of a tree. At two o’clock we reach- 
ed the cross ; and T mention, as a hint for others, that, 
from the pressure of heavy wat(»T-proof boots upon the 
(loigts da pied^ I was oblig' I to stop frequently; and, 
after changing tiie pressure by descending sidewi.se 
and backward, cat( hing at the branches of trees, I was 
obliged to puh off my boots and go down barefooted, 
ankle deep in mud. My feet were severely bruised by 
the stones, and I could hardly walk at all, when I met 
Ojje of the Indians pulling my horse up the mountain 
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to meet me. At four o’clock we reached Santa Maria, 
at five the Antigua, and at a quarter past I was in bed. 

The next morning I was still asleep when Seiior 
Vidaiiry rode. into the courtyard ^o escort me ou my 
journey. Leaving lliimaldo to follow, ? was soon 
mounted ; and emerging from the city, wc entered the 
open plain, shut in by mountains, and cultivated to their 
base with cochineal. At about a mile’s distance we 
turned in to the hacienda of Schor Vidaurre. In the 
yard were four oxen grinding sugarcane, and behind 
was his nopal, or cochineal plantation, one of the largest 
in the Antigua. The planjt is a species of cactus, set out 
in rowj^ like Indian corn, and J at the lime I speak of it, 
was about four feet high. On every leaf was pinned 
with a thorn a piece of cane, in the liollow of which 
were thirty or forty insects. Tliese insects cannot 
move, but breed, and tlic young crawl out and fasten 
upon the leaf ; when tiicy have once fixed they never 
move ; a light film gathers oyer them, and as they 
feed tlu' leaves become mildewed and white.* At the 
end of the dry season some of the leaves are cut off 
and hung up in a storehouse fiir seed, the insects are 
brushed off from the rest and dried, and are then sent 
abroad to minister to the luxuries yand elegances of 
civilized life, and enliven with their bright colours the 
salons of London, Paris, and St. Louis in Missouri. 
The crop is valuable, but uncertain, as an early rain 
may destroy it; and sometimes all the, workmen of a 
liacienda arc taken away for soldiers at the moment 
when they arc most needed for its culture. The sit- 
uation was ravislungly b^^autiful, at tlie base and under 
the shade of the Voicat.o de Agua, and the view was 
bounded on all sides by mountains of perpetual green ; 
the morning air was soft and balmy, but pure and 

21 
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refreshing. With good government and laws, and 
one’s friends around, I never saw a more beautiful spot 
on which man could desire to pass his allotted time on 
earth. ' ^ 

Resumin|^ our ride, we came out upon; a rich plain 
covered with gross, on which cattle and horses- were 
pasturing, between the bases of the two great volca- 
noes; and on the left, at a distance, on the side of the 
Volcano de Agua, saw the Church of Ciudad Vieja, 
the first capital of Guatimala, founded by Alvarado 4he 
Conqueror. I was now on classic ground. The fame 
of Cortez and his exploits in^Mexico spread among the 
Indian tribes to tlie south, and the Kachiquel kings 
sent an embassy offering to acknowledge themselves 
vassals of Spain. (Cortez received the ambassadors 
with distinction, and sent Pedro de .Alvarado, an offi- 
cer distinguished in the conquest of New Spain, to re- 
ceive the submission of the native kings, and take pos- 
session of Guatimala. On the thirteenth of Novem- 
ber, 152?, Alvarado left the city of Mexico with three 
hundred Spaniards, and a large body of Tlascallecas, 
Cholotecas, Chinapas, and other duxiliary Mexican In- 
dians, fought his way through the populous provinces 
of Socoiiusco anc| Tonala, and on the fourteenth of 
May, by a decisive victory over the Quiche Indians, he 
arrived at the capital of the Kachiquel kingdom, now 
known as the village of Teepan Guatimala. After re- 
maining a few, days to recov*^'* from theijr fatigues, the 
conquering army .on tinned their route by the villages 
on the coast, overcoming all tluit disputed their prog- 
ress ; and on tLj 24lh of July, 1524, arrived at a place 
called by the Indians Almolonga, meaning, in their 
language, a spring of water (or the moimtain from 
which water flows), situated at the base of the Volcano 
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de Agua. * The situation, says Rcmcsal, pleased them 
so much by its fine climate, the beauty of the meadows, 
delightfully watered by running streams, and particu- 
larly from its lying between two lofty mountains, from 
one of which descended runs of water in every direc- 
tion, and from the summit of the other issued volumes 
of smoke and fire, that they determined to build a city 
which should be the capital of Guatimala. 

On the twenty-fifth of July, llie festival of St. James, 
the patron of Sj)ain, the soldiers, with martial music, 
splendid armour, waving plumes, horses superbly ca- 
parisoned in trappings glittering with jewels and plates 
of gold, proceeded to the humble churtth which had 
])een constructed for that purpose, where Juan Godincs, 
the ehiiplain to the army, said mass. The whole body 
invoked the protection of tlie apostle, and called by his 
name the city they had founded. On tlie same day Al- 
varado appointed alcaldes, regidors, and the chief al- 
guazil. The appearance of the country harmonized 
with th<’ romantic seenes.of which it had beeii^the thea- 
tre ; and as I rode, over the plain I could almost ima- 
gine the sides of tho mountains covered with Indians, 
and Alvarado and liis small band of^ daring Spaniards, 
soldiers and priests, with martial pri^e and religious 
hutnility, unfurling the banners of Spain and setting 
up the standard of the cross. 

As we approached the town its situation appeared 
more beautiful ; but very early iu its history dreadful 
calamities befell it. ‘‘ In 1532 the vicinity of llie city 
was ravaged, and the ^inhabitants thrown into conster- 
nation by a lion ( J uncommon magnitude and ferocity, 
that descended fr<>n* the forests on the mountain called 
the Yolcan de Agua, and committed great devastation 
among the herds of cattle. A reward of twenty-five 



280 . 


INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 


/ gold dollars, or one hundred bushels of wheat, was of- 
fered by the town council to any person that could kill 
it ; but the animal escaped, even from a general hunt- 
ing-party of the whole city, with Alvarado at the head 
of it. After live or six months’ continual depredations, 
he was killed on the thirtieth of July by a herdsman, 
who received the promised reward. The next great 
disaster was a fire that happened in February, 1586, 
and caused great injury ; as the houses were at that 
time nearly all thatched Avith straw, a large portion of 
them Avas destroyed before it could be extinguished. 
The accident originated in a blacksmith’s shop ; and, to 
prcA^ent similar misfortunes in future, the council pro- 
hibited the employment of- forges within the city. 

The most dreadful calamity that had as yet afflict- 
ed this unfortunate j)la<‘e occurred on the morning of 
September 11, 1541. It had rained incessantly, and 
Avith great violencM^, on the three preceding days, par- 
ticularly on the night of the tenth, avIicm the Avater de- 
scended jnore like tlie torrent of a cataract than rain ; 
the fury of the Avind, tlie incessant appalling lightning, 
and the dreadful thunder, Avcrc indescribable.” At 

tAvo o’clock on the morning of the eleventh, the vibra- 
tions of the Averc so violent that the people ^cre 

unable to stand ; the shocks Averc accompanied a 
terrible subterranean noise, which spread universal dis- 
may ; shortly afterward, on immense torrent of Avater 
rushed doAvn from the sumnrxit of the mountain, forcing 
aAvay Avith it enor mous fragtaenls of rocks and large 
trees, which, descending upon the ill-fated tOAvn, over- 
whelmed and destroyed almost all the hou.ses, and bu- 
ried a great number of the inhabitants under the ruins ; 
among the many, Doha Beatrice de la Cueba, the Avidow 
of Pedro Alvarado, lost her life.” 
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All the way down the side of the volcano we saw the 
scams and gullies made by the torrents of water which 
had inundated the city. Again we crossed the beauti- 
ful stream of El Rio Peiisativo, aii^l rode up to the con- 
vent. It stands adjoining the gigantic and venerable 
church of the Virgin. In front was a high stone wall; 
a large gate opened into a courtyard, at the extremity 
and along the side of which were the spacious corridors 
of the convent, and on the left the gigantic wall of the 
church, with a door of entry from one end of the corri- 
dor. The patio was sunk about four feet below the 
level of the corridor, and divided into parterres, with 
beds of flowers, and in the centre was a large white 
c-ircular fountain, witli goldfish swimming in it, and ri- 
sing out of it, above a jet d’eau, an angel with a trumpet 
and flag, 

Siuior Vidaurre had advised Padre Alcantara of my in- 
tended visit, and he* %vas waiting to receive us. He 
was about thirty-three, intelligent, educated, and ener- 
getic, with a passion for flowers, as was shown by the 
beautiful arrangements of the courtyard. He had beeu 
banished by Morazah, and only returned to his curacy 
ubout a year before. On a visit to him was his friend 
aiid neighbour Hon Pepe Asteguieta, proprietor of a 
cochineal hacienda, and a man of the same stamp and 
character. They were among the fe\V whom I met w ho 
took any interest in the romantic events connected 
with the early liistory of the country. , After a brief 
rest in the convent, with a feeling more higlily wrought 
than any that had beer, awnkeiied in me except by the 
ruins of Copan, ^vo visa 'd a tree standing before the 
church and extenuing wide its branches, under whose 
shade, tradition says, Alvarado and his soldiers first en- 
camped ; the foimtahi of Almolunga, or, in the Indian 

VoL. I. N N 
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language, the mountain from which water flows, which 
first induced him to select this spot as the site for the 
capital ; and the ruined cathedral, on the spot where 
Juan Godines first said mass. The fountain is a large 
natural basin of clear and beautiful water, shaded by 
trees, under whicli thirty or forty Indian women were 
washing. The walls of the cathedral Averc standing, 
and in one corner Avas a chamber filled Avith the sculls 
and bones of those destroyed by the inundation from the 
volcano. 

After breakfast Ave A'isited the church, Avhich Avas 
very large, and more than tAVo hundred years old ; its 
altar is rich in ornaincmts of gold and silver, among 
which is a magnificent croAvn of gold, studded Avith dia- 
monds and emeralds, presented by one of the Philips to 
the Virgin, to Avhom the church Was consecrated, lie- 
turning to the house, I found that Padre Alcantara had 
prepared for me a visit from a deputation of Indians, 
consisting of the principal chiefs and AA’omeii, descend- 
ants of caciques of the Mexican auxiliaries of Alvara- 
do, calling themselves, like the Spaniards, Conquista- 
dorcs, or Coiupierors ; they entered, Avearing the same 
costumes Avhieh their ancestors had Avorn in the time 
of Cortez, and bearing on a salver covered Avilh vel- 
vet a precious book bound in red Aelvet, Avith silver 
corners and clasp, containing the Avritteii evidence 
of their rank and rights It was Avritten on parch- 
ment, dated in 1639, and contained the order of 
Philip the First, "cknoAv lodging them as conquerors, 
and exempting them, as such, from theUribute paid by 
the native Indians. This exemption continued until 
the revolution of 1825, and even yet they call them- 
selves descendants of the conquerors, and the head of 
the Indian aristocracy. The interest Avhich I felt in 
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these iiierlioritils of the conquerors was inereased in no 
small degree by the beauty and comfort of the convent, 
and Padre Alcantara’s kindness. In the afternoon we 
walked down to the bridge across the Rio Pensativo. 
The plain on which the Spanish soldiers had glittered 
in armour was shaded by the high volcanoes, and the 
spirit of romance rested upon it. 

The day which I passed at the “ old city-’ is one of 
lliose upon which I look back with pleasure. Sehor 
Vidaurre and Don Pepe remained with us all day. Af- 
terward, when Padre Alcantiira had again been obliged 
to fly from the convent at the approach of an invading 
army, and we had all passed through the crash of the 
revolution, on leaving Ghiatimala to return home I di- 
verged from my road to pay them a visit, and they were 
the last friends to whom I said farewell. 

In the morning, with great regret, I left Ciudad Vie- 
ja. Padre Alcantara and Don Pepe accompanied me, 
and, to help me on my. journey, the latter lent me a 
n()l)lc nuile, and the padre an* excellent servjint. The 
exit from this mountain-girt valley was between the two 
great volcanoes of Agua and Fuego, rising on each side 
nearly liftcen thousand fe(*t high ; and from between the 
two, so unexpectedly to me as almost to induce a burst 
of enthusiasm, we overlooked an mnnense plain, and 
, saw the Pacific Ocean. At a league's distance we 
reached the village of Alolenango, where, among In- 
dian huts, stood another gigantic churcli, rootless, and 
ruined by an earthquake, and where, with the liopc, in 
which I was not disappointed, of seeing tJiein again, I 
took leave of the cura and Don Pepe. The road be- 
tween the two great vob*anoes was singularly interest- 
ing ; one with its base cultivated, girt by a belt of thick 
forests, and verdant to the very summit ; the other with 
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three bare and rugged peaks, covered with dried lava 
and ashes, shaken by the strife of the elements within, 
the working of internal fires, and emitting constantly a 
pale blue smoke. The road bears marks of the violent 
convulsions to which it has been subject. In one place 
the horse-path lies through an immense chasm, rent 
asunder by a natural convulsion, over which huge stones, 
hurled in every direction, lay in the wildest confusion ; 
in another it crosses a deep bed of ashes, and cinders, 
and scorified lava ; and a little farther on strata of de- 
composed vegetable matter cover the volcanic substan- 
ces, and high shrubs and bushes have grown up, form- 
ing a thick shady arbour, fragrant as the fields of Araby 
the Blessed. At every step there was a strange contrast 
of the horrible and beautiful. The last eruption of the 
Volcan del Fuego took place about twelve years ago, 
when flames issued from the crater and ascended to a 
great height ; immense quantities of stones and ashes 
were cast out, and the race of monkeys inhabiting the 
neighbouring woods was almost extir[)aled ; but it can 
never burst forth again ; its crater is no longer la Boca 
del Infierno, or tlie Mouth of the Ififernal Regions, for, 
as a very respectable individual told me, it has been 
blessed by a priest. 

After a beautiful ride under a hot sun, but shaded 
nearly all the way, at three o’clock we reached Es- 
cuintla, where was another magnificent church, roofless, 
and again with its rich fa(;ado cracked by an earthquake. 
Before it were two cnerable Ceiba trees, and the plat- 
form commanded a splendid ]ianpramic view of the vol- 
canoes and iiiou* tains of the Antigua. 

In the streers were soldiers and drunken Indians. I 
rode to the house of the corregidor, Don Juan Dios de 
Guerre, and, with Eiimaldo for a guide, I walked down 
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to the banks of a beautiful stream, which makes Es- 
cuintla, in the summer months of January and Febru- 
ary, the great watering-place of Guatimala. The bank 
was high and beautifully shaded, and, descending to 
the river through a narrow passage between perpendic- 
ular rocks, in a! romantic spot, where many a Guatimala 
lover has been hurried, by the charming influences 
around, info a premature outpouring of his hopes and 
fears, I sat down on a stone and washed my feet. 

Returning, I stopped at the church. The front was . 
cracked from top to bottom by an earthcpieike, and the 
divided , portions stood apart, but the towers were en- 
tire. I ascended to the top, and looked down, into the 
roofless area. On the east the dark line of forest was 
broI;en by the curling smoke of a few scattered huts, 
and backed by verdant mountains, by the cones of vol- 
canoes, with their tops buried in the clouds, and by the 
Rock of Mirandillo, an immense block of bare granite 
hf*!d uj) among the mountain tops, riven and blasted by 
lightning. On the west the setting sun illupiinated a 
forest of sixty miles, and beyond shed its dying glories 
over th(' whole Paci&e Ocean. 

At two o’clock, under a brilliant moonlight, and Avith 
a .single guide, we started for the Pacific. The road 
was level and wooded. We passed a trapiche or su- 
gar-mill, worked by oxen, and before daylight reached 
the village of Masagua, four leagues distant, built in a 
clearing cut out of the woods, at the entrance of Avliich 
we stopped under a grove of orange-trees, and by the 
light of the moon fill<^d •'\\r pockets and alforgas with 
the shining fruit. Daylight broke upon us in a forest 
of gigantic trees, frora si;venty-iivc to a hundred feet 
high, and from twenty to tAveiity-iive feet in circumfer- 
ence, with creepers winding around their trunks and 
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hanging from the branches. The road was merely a 
path through the forest, formed by cutting away shrubs 
and branches. The freshness of the morning was de- 
lightful. We had descended from the tabic of land 
called the tierras templadas, and were now in the tier- 
ras calientes ; but at nine o’clock the glare and heat of 
the sun did not penetrate the thick shade of the woods. 
In some places the branches of the trees, trimmed by 
the machete of a passing muleteer, and hung with a 
.drapery of vines and creepers, bearing red and purple 
flowers, formed for a long distance natural arches more 
, beautiful than any ever fasliipned by man ; and there 
■were parrots and other birds of beautiful plumage flying 
among the trees ; among them Guacamayas, or great 
macaws, large, clothed in. red, yellow, and green, and 
when on the wing displaying a splendid plumage. But 
there were also vultures and scorpi*)ns, and, rinmirig 
across the road and up the trees, innumerable iguanas 
or lizards, from an inch to three feet long. The road 
was a mere track among the trees, perfectly desolate, 
though twice we met muleteers bringing up goods from 
the port. At the distance of^twel'Ccj miles we reached 
the hacienda of Naranjo, occupied by a major-domo, 
who looked after the cattle of the proprietor, roaming 
wild in the woods ; the house stood alone in the midst 
of a clearing, built of poles, with a cattle-yard in front; 
and I spied a cow with a calf, which was a sign of milk. 
But you must catch a covi tv^fore you can milk her. 
The major-domo ^ ent out with a lazo, and, playing 
upon the chord of nature, caught, the calf first, and then 
the cow, and h uled her up by the horns to a post. 
The hut had but one guacal, or drinking-shell, made 
of a gourd, and it was so small that we sat down by the 
cow ac as not to lose much time. We had bread, choc- 
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date, and sausages, and, after a ride of twenty-four 
miles, made a glorious breakfast ; but we exhausted the 
poor cow, and I was ashamed to look the calf in the 
face. 

Resuming our journey, at a distance of nine miles we 
reached the solitary hacienda of Overo. The whole of 
this great plain was densely wooded and entirely un- 
cultivated, but the soil was rich, and capable of main- 
taining, with very little labour, thousands of people. 
Beyond Overo the country was open in places, and the 
sun beat down with scorching force. At one o’clock 
we crossed a rustic bridge, and through the opening in 
the trees saw the river Michatoyal. We followed along 
its bank, and very soon heard breaking on the shore the 
waves of the great Southern Ocean. The sound was 
grand and solemn, giving a strong impression of the 
immensity of those waters, which liad been rolling from 
the creation, for more than five thousand years, unknown 
to civilized man. I was loth to disturb the impression, 
and rode slowly through the ’woods, listening in pro- 
found silence to the grandest music that ever fell upon 
my ear. The road terminated on the bank of the river, 
and I had crossed the Continent of America. 

On the opposite side was a long sandbar, with a 
flagstaff, two huts built of poles and thatched with 
leaves, and three sheds of the same* rutle construction ; 
and over the bar were seen the masts of a slnp, riding 
on the Pacific. This was the port of Istapa. We 
shouted above the roar of the waves, and a man came 
down to the bank, and lutjsing a canoe, came over for 
us. Ill the mean time, the interest of the scene was 
somewhat brokei^ by a J^^'vere assault of moschetoes and 
sandflies. The mules suffered as much as we ; but I 
could not take thorn across, and was obliged to tie them 
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under the trees. Neither Rnmaldo nor my guide could 
be prevailed upon to remain and watch them ; they said 
it would be death to sleep there. The river is the out- 
let of the Lake of Amatitaii, and is said to be navigable 
from the Falls of San Pedro Martyr, severity miles from 
its mouth ; but there are no boats upon it, and its banks 
are in the wildness of primeval nature. The crossing- 
place was at the old mouth of the river. The sandbar 
extends about a mile farther, and has been formed since 
the conquest. Landing, I walked across the sand to 
the house or hut of the captain of the port, and a few 
Stepi^ beyond saw the object of my journey, the bound- 
less waters of the Pacific. When Nunez de Balboa, 
after crossing swamps and rivers, mountains and woods, 
which had never been passed but by straggling Indians, 
came down upon the shores of this newly-discovered 
sea, he rushed up to the middle in the waves with his 
buckler and sword, and took possession of it in tlie 
name of the king his master, vowing to defend it in 
arms against all his enemies. But Nunez had the as- 
surance that beyond that sea he would find immense 
stores of gold, out of which people”did eat and drink.’’ 
I had only to go back again. I had ridden uearly sixty 
miles ; the sun wnis intensely hot, the sand burning, nfid 
very soon I entered the hut and threw myself into a 
haijimoek. The hfit was built of poles set up in the 
sand, thatched with the branches of trees ; furnished 
with a wooden ta])le, a bench and some Ijoxcs of mer- 
chandise, and swaiiiiiiig with rnosclietoes. The captain 
of the port, as he b»‘iishcd tliem\away, complained of 
the desolation and dreariness of the place, its isolation 
and separation from th(i world, its unhealthiness, and 
the misery of a man doomed to live there ; and yet he 
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feared the result of the war, a change of administra- 
tion, and being turned out of office ! 

Toward evening, rested and refreshed, I walked out 
upon the shore. The port is an open roadstead, with- 
out bay, headland, rock, or reef, or anything whatever 
to distinguish it from the line of the coast. There is 
no light at night, and vessels at sea take their bearings 
from the great volcanoes of the Antigua, more than six- 
ty miles inland. A buoy was anchored outside of the 
breakers, with a cable attached, and under the sheds 
were three large launches for embarking and disem- 
barking cargoes. The slyp, which was from Bordeaux, 
lay off more than a mile from the shore. Her boat had 
landed the supercargo and passengers, since which she 
had had no communication with the land, and seemed 
proudly independent of so desolate a place. Behind 
the sandbar were a few Indian liuts, and Indians nearly 
naked were sitting by me on the shore. Yet this deso- 
lat(‘ place was once the focus of ambitious hopes, high 
asjurations, lust of power and gold, and roiyantic ad- 
venture. Here Alvarado fitted out his armament, and 
embarked with bis ’followers to dispute with Pizarro 
the riches i f Peru. The sun was sinking, and the red 

gWbc touched the ocean ; clouds were visible on its 
^ ^ ^ • 
face, and when it disappeared, ocean and land were il- 
luminated with a ruddy haze. I returned to the hut 
and threv/ myself into my hammock. Could it be that 
I was again far from home, and that these were the 
waves of the great Sofithern Ocean breaking on my 
cars ? 

VoL. I.— O o 
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At three o’clock Riimaldo woke me to set out on my 
return. The moonbeams were glancing over the wa- 
ter, and the canoe was ready. I bade farewell to my 
host as he lay in his hammock, and crossed the river. 
Here I found an unexpected difficulty. My spare mule 
had broken her halter, and Avas nowhere to be seen. 
We beat about among the woods till daylight, and 
concluding that she must have taken the only path open, 
and set out for home on her own account, we saddled 
and rodes on to Overo, a di.stance of twenty miles. 
But no stray mule had passed the hacienda, and I stop- 
ped and sent Rumaldoback to the* port. 

Very soon I became tired of waiting at the miserable 
hacienda, saddled rny mule, and started alone. TIJie 
road was so shaded that I did not stop for the noonday 
heat. For twenty-one miles farther the road was per- 
fectly desolate, the only sound being occasionally the 
crash of a falling tree. Ai the village of Masagua 1 
rode up to a house at which I^saw a woman under the 
shed, and, unsaddling my mule, got her to send a man 
out to cut sacat"*, and to make me .some chocolate. 1 
was so pleased witli my independence that I almost re- 
solved to travel altogether by rnysidf, without servant 
or CfhiPnge of appa»-el. In half an hour I resumed my 
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journey. Toward sundown I met drunken Indians 
coming out from Escuintla, and, looking back over the 
great plain, saw the sun fust sinking into the Pacific. 
Some time after dark I rode up to, the house of the cor- 
regidor, having performed in the two days a hundred 
and ten miles. Unfortunately, there was no sacate for 
iny mule. This article is brought into the towns by 
the Indians daily, and every person buys just enough 
for the night, and no more. There was not a spare 
lock of grass in tlie place. With a servant of the cor- 
regidor’s I made an exploring expedition through the 
town, and by an affecting appeal to an old woman, en- 
forced by treble price, bought from under their very 
noses the portion of two mules, and left them suppcrless. 

I waited till two o’clock the next day for Tloma\di 
and the mule, and, after a vain endeavour to procure a 
guide to the falls of San Pedro Martyr, set out alone 
direct for Guatiirwila. At the distance of two leagues, 
ascending a steep hill, I passed a trapiche or sugar- 
mill, m a inagnilicent situation, commanding a full 
view of the plain I had crossed and the ocean beyond. 
Two oxen were griilding sugarcane, and under a shed 
was a large boiling caldron for making })anela, a brown 
sugar, in lumps of about two pounds each, an enor- 
mous quantity of which is consumed in the country. 
Here the humour seized me to make some inquiries 
about the falls of San Pedro Martyr. A man out at el- 
bows, and ev.cry other mentionable and unmentionable 
part of his body, glad to get rid of regular work, offered 
to conduct me. I haej passed, a league back, the place 
where I ought to have turned off; an I proceeding on- 
ward to the village of San Pedro, lie turned oft’ to the 
right, and went back annost in the same direction by a 
narrow path descending through thick woods choked 
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with bushes, and in a ravine reached the Miclialoyai 
Eiver, which I had crossed at Istapa. It was narrow 
and rapid, breaking wildly over a stony bed, with a 
high mountain on the opposite side. Following it, we 
reached the cataract, consisting of four streams sep- 
arated by granite rock, partly concealed by bushes, 
and precipatcd from a height of about two hundred feet, 
forming with the wild scenery around a striking and ro- 
mantic view. A little below it were a sugar-mill work- 
ed by water, and an uncommonly line hacienda, which 
commanded a view of the falls, and at which I was 
very much disposed to pass tjie night. The major-do- 
mo, a black man, was somewhat surprised at my visit ; 
but when he learned that I did not come to see the mill, 
but only the falls, he seemed to suspect that I was no 
better than I should be ; and when I asked him if I 
could reach San Cristoval before dark, lie answered 
that I could if I started immediately. This was not 
exactly an invitation to .stay, and I left him. It shows 
the want p{ curiosity and indolence of the people, that, 
though these falls are but a pleasant afternoon’s ride 
from Escuintla, which for two rnoiUhs is thronged with 
visiters from Guatimala, nobody ever visits them. 

Hurrying back by the same wild path, we reached 
the main road, and, as it was late, I hired my guide to 
go on with me to San Cristoval. We passed through 
the village of San Pedro, which was a collection of 
miserable huts, with an estaaco or place fpr the sale of 
agua ardiente, anr’ thronged with half-intoxicated In- 
dians. As we advanced, clouds ^egan to gather around 
the mountains, end there was every appearance of heavy 
rain. I had no cloak or greatcoat, and, being particu- 
larly apprehensive of fevers and rheumatisms, after ri- 
ding about a mile I returned to San Pedro. The most 
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respectable^ citizens of the place were reeling round the 
cstanco, and urged me to stop ; but rny guide said they 
were a bad set, and advised me to return and pass the 
night at the sugar-mill. Presuming that he knew the 
people of whom he spoke better than I did, I was no 
way inclined to disregard his caution. It was after 
dark when we reached the trapiche ; some of the work- 
men were sitting around a fire smoking ; others were 
lying asleep under a shed, and I had but to 

“ Look around and choose my ground, 

And take my rest.” 

I inquired for the major-domo, and was escorted to 
a mud house, where in the dark I heard a harsh voice, 
and presently, by the light of a pine stick, saw an old 
and forbidding face corresponding, and by its side 
that of a young woman, so soft and sweet that it seem- 
ed to appear expressly for the sake of contrast ; and 
these two were one. I was disposed to pity her ; but 
the old major-domo was a noble fellow in heart, and 
she managed him so beautifully that he never suspect- 
ed it. lie was about going to bed, but sent men out 
to cut sacatc, and l>oih he and his wife were pleased 
that accident had brought me to their hut. The work- 
men sympathized in their humour, 'and we sat for two 
hours around a large table under the slied, with two 
candles sticking up in their own tallow. Tla.‘y could 
not eompreheiid that I had been to the tO}) of the Vol- 
cano de Agua, and then ridden down lo*th(^ coast mere- 
ly to see the Pacific. A line, open-faced young man 
had a great dc'^irc, to Uavci, only lie diil not like to go 
away frenu home. I oiTered to take him with me and 
give him good wa^et The subject was discussed 
aloud. It was an awfid thing to go away from home. 
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and among strangers, where no one would care for 
him. His house was the outside of the major-domo^s 
hut, but his home was in the hearts of his friends, and 
perhaps some of tiicm would be dead before he return- 
ed, The wife of the major-domo seemed a good spirit 
in tempering the hearts and conduct of these wild and 
Jialf-naked men. I promised to give him money to pay 
his expenses home when he should wish to return, and 
he agreed to go with me. At three o’clock the old ma- 
jor-domo was shouting in my ears. I was not familiar 
with my own name with the don prefixed, and thought 
he had ‘‘ waked up the wrong passenger.” The courage 
■ of the young man Avho wished to travel failed him, and 
^ he did not make his appearance ; in the expectation of 
his going my guide did not come, and I set out alone. 
Before daylight I passed for the third time through the 
village of San Pedro, and a little beyond overtook a 
bundle on horseback, wliieh proved to be a boy and a 
woman, with one poncha over both. 

The River Michatoyal was foaming and breaking in 
a long succession of rapids on our right, and we rode 
on together to San Cristoval. I rode up to the convent, 
pounced upon the eura at the witching hour of break- 
fast, mounted again, and rode around the base of the 
Volcano de Agua, with its cultivated fields and belt of 
forest and verdure, to the top. Opposite was another 
volcano, its sides covered wdth immense forest's. Be- 
tween the two I passed a single trapiche belonging to 
a convent of Dominican fr afs, entered a large and 
beautiful valley, passed hot springs, smoking for more 
than a mile along the road, and entered among the no- 
pals or cochineal plantations of Ainatitan. On both 
sides were high clay fences, and the nopals were inortj 
extensive than those of the Antigua, and more valuable, 
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as, though only twenty-five miles from it, the climate is 
so different that they produce two crops in each season. 

Approaching the town, I remembered that Mr. Han- 
dy, who had travelled from the United States through 
Texas and Mexico with a caravan* of wild animals, had 
told me in New- York of an American in his employ, 
who hold left him at this place to take charge of a cochi- 
neal plantation, and I was curious to see how he looked 
and flourished in such employment. I had forgotten 
his name, but, inquiring on the road for an American 
del Norte, was directed to the nopal of which he had 
charge. It was one of the largest in the place, and con- 
tained 400, 000 plants. . t rode up to a small build- 
ing in the middle of the plantation, which looked like a 
siiiTimer-house, and was surrounded by workmen, one of 
whoju announced me as a Spaniard,” as the Indians 
generally call foreigners. Dismounting and giving 
my mule, to an Indian, I entered and found Don Hen- 
ri(|ues sitting at a table with an acCount-book before him, 
settling accounts with the workmen. He was dressed 
in ihe, coton or jacket of the country, and had a very 
long beard ; but I should have rc(Jogniscd him any- 
where as an American. I addressed him in *English, 
and he stared at me, as if startled by a familiar sound, 
and answered in Spanish. By degrees he comprehend- 
ed the matter. He was under thirt-y, from Rhinebeck 
Landing, on the Hudson River, where his father keeps 
a store, and his name was Henry Pawling ; had been a 
clerk in New-York,,and then in Mexico. Induced by 
a large offer and a strong disposition to ramble and see 
the country, he nccept»'d a proposal from Mr. Handy. 
His business was to go on before the caravan, hire a 
place, give notice, and i.*ake preparations for the exhi-* 
bition of the animals. In this : apacity he had travelled 
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all over Mexico, and from thence to Giiatimala. It was 
. seven years since he left home, and since parting with 
Mr. Handy he had not spoken a word of his own lan- 
guage ; and as he spoke it Jiow it was more than half 
Spanish. I need not say that he was glad to see me. 
He conducted me over the plantation, and explained the 
details of the curious process of making cochineal. He 
was somewhat disappointed in his expectations, and 
spoke with great feeling of home ; but when I offered to 
forward letters, said he had resolved never to write to 
his parents again, nor to inform them of his existence 
until he retrieved his fortunes, and saw a prospect of re- 
turning rich. lie accompanied me into the town of 
Amntitan ; and as it was late, and J expcc.led to return 
to that place, I did not visit the lake, but^ continued di- 
rect for Giiatimala. 

The road lay across a })lain, with a high, precipitous, 
and verdant wall on the left. At a distance o£ a league 
we ascended a steep hill to the table-land of Giiatimala. 
I regret that I cannot communicate to the readcir the 
highest pleasure of my journey in Central America, that 
derived from the extraordinary beauty of scenery con- 
stantly changing. At the time I thought this the most 
delightful ride I had liad in the country. On the way 1 
overtook a man aifd his wife on horseback, he with a 
game-cock under his arm, and she with a guitar ; a little 
boy was hidden away among bedding on a luggage- 
mule, and four lads were with them on foot, each with 
a game-cock wrapped in mattirg, ^yith the iicad and tail 
only visible. They were going to Giiatimala to pass 
the Christmas holyda^ s, and ivith this respectable party 
i I entered the gate of the cily, on the eighth day after 
' my departure. I found a letter from Mr. Catlierwood, 
f dated at Esquipulas, advising me that he had been rob- 
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bed by his servant, taken ill, had left the ruins^, gone to 
Don Gregorio’s, and was then on his journey to Guati- 
inala. My messenger had passed through Copan, and 
gone on he did not know where. was 'in great dis- 

tress, and resolved, after a day’s rest, to set off in search 
of him. 

I dressed myself and went to a party at Seiior Zeba- 
dua, formerly minister to England, where I surprised 
the Guatimaltecos by the tour I had made, and particu- 
larly by having come alone from Istapa. Here I met 
Mr. Cliatlield, her Britannic majesty’s consul general, 
and Mr. Skinner, who hacj arrived during my absence. 
It was Christmas Eve, the night of El Nacimiento, or 
birth of Christ. Aj, one end of the sala was a raised 
platform, with a green floor, and decorated with branch- 
es of pine and cypress, having birds sitting upon them, 
and looking-glass, and sandpaper, and figures of men 
and animals, representing a rural scene, with an arbour, 
and a wax doll in a cradle ; in short, the grotto of Beth- 
lehem an^d the infant Saviour. Always, at thjs season 
of the year, every house in Guatimala has its nascimi-^ 
onto, according to the wealth and taste of the proprietor, 
and in time of peace the figure of the Saviour is Adorned 
with family jewels, pearls, and precious stones, and at 
night every house is open, and the citizens, without ac- 
quaintance or invitation, or distinction of rank or per- 
sons, go from house to house visiting ; and the week of 
El Nacimiento is the gayest in the year ; but, unfortu- 
nately, at this time it was observed only in form ; the 
state of the city was too uncertain to permit general 
opening of houses and ruiiiiing in the streets at night. 
Carrera’s soldiers might enter. 

The party was small, but consisted of the 6lite of' 
Guatimala, and CGmnicnc»»d with supper, after which 

VoL. I.— P P 
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followed, dancing, and, I am obliged to add, smoking. 
The room was badly lighted, and the company, from 
the precarious state of the country, not gay ; but the 
dancing was kept up till twelve o’clock, when the ladies 
put on their mantillas, and vve all went to the Cathedral, 
where were to bo performed the imposing ceremonies ol 
the Christmas Eve. The floor of the church was crowd- 
ed with citizens, and a large concourse from the villages 
around. Mr. Savage accompanied me home, and we 
did not get to bed till three o’clock in the morning. 

The bells liad done ringing, and Christinas mass had 
been said in all the churche/S before I awoke. In the 
afternoon w'ns the first bullfight of the s(?ason. My 
friend Vidaurre had called for me, ajid I was in llio act 
of going to the Plaza de Toros, when tliere was a loud 
knock at the puerla cochera, and in rode Mr. Cather- 
wood, armed to the teetli, pale and thin, most happy at 
reaching Giiatimala, but not half so liapjiy as I was to 
see him. lie was in advance of his luggage, but I 
dressed him up and carried him immediately to the 
Plaza de Toros. 

It stands near the church of EPCalvario, at the end 
of the Calle Real, in shape and form like the Roman 
amphitheatre, about three hundred and fifty feet long 
and two hundred and fifty broad, capable of contain- 
ing, as we suppos'ed, about eight thousand people, at 
least one fonrtii of the population of (Jiiatimala, and 
was then crowded with spectators of botli sexes and all 
cla.sses, the best n d the vih si in the citVy hut all con- 
ducting themselves with perlec^t proprit^ty. We recog- 
nised several parties; in fact, llni greater part of onr 
-iGuatirnala ai!quaiiilanc'‘s were present. ^ 

> The seats comniem'ed about ten feel above the area, 
^corridor and open, wooden fence in front to pro- 
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tect the spectators, astride which sat Carrer«i:’s disor- 
derly soldiers to keep order. At one end, underneath 
the corridor, was a large door, through which the bull 
was to be Jet in. At the other end, separated by a par- 
tition from the part occupied by the rest of the specta- 
tors, was a large box, empty, formerly intended for the 
captain general and other principal officers of govern- 
ment, and now reserved for Carrera. Underneath was 
a military band, composed mostly of Indians. Notwith- 
standing the collection of people, and the expectation 
of an animating sport, there was no clapping or stamp- 
ing, or other expression of impatience and anxiety for 
the performance to begin. At length Carrera entered 
the eaptaih general’s box, dressed in a badly-fitting 
blue military frock-coat, embroidered with gold, and at- 
tended by Monte Rosa and other officers, richly dressed', 
the alcalde and members of the municipality. All eyes ’ 
were turned toward him, as when a king or emperor 
enters his box at the theatre in Europe. A year before 
he was hunted among the mountains, under a reward 
for his body, dead or alive,” and nine tenths of those 
who now looked upOn him Avould then have shut the 
city against him as a robbtir, murderer, and outcast. 

Soon after the hicadores entered^ eight in number, 
mounted, and each carrying a lance and a red poncha ; 
they galloped round the area, and stopped with their 
lances opposite the door at which the bull was to enter. 
The door was^ pulled open by a padre, a great cattle- 
proprietor, who owned the bulls of the day, and the an- 
imal rushed out into tlip area, kicking up his heels as if 
in play, but at sight of liu. iuie of horsfoieii and lances 
turned abo\:|J|aud van buck quicker than he entered. 
The padre’s bull was ai ox, and, like a sensible beast|.. 
would rather run door was closed' 
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upon him, and perforce he ran round the area, looking 
up to the spectators for mercy, and below for an outlet 
of^ escape. The horsemen followed, “prodding” him 
with thisir lances ; and all around the area, men and boys 
on the fence throw barbed darts with ignited fireworks 
attached, which, sticking in his flesh and exploding on 
^ every part of his body, irritated him, and sometimes / 
made him turn on his pursuers. The hicadores led 
him on by flaring ponchas before him, apd as he press- 
ed them, the skill of the hicadore consisted in throw- 
ing the poncha over his horns so as to blind him, and 
then fixing in his neck, just behind his jaw, a sort of 
• balloon of fireworks ; when this was done successfully 
it created shouts of applause. The government, in an 
excess of humanity, had forbidden the killing of bulls, 
and restricted the fight to worrying and torturing. Con- 
sequently, it was entirely diflereiit from the bullfight in 
Spain, and wanted even the exciting interest of a fierce 
struggle for life, and the chance of the hicadore being 
gored to. death or tossed over among the spectators. 
But, watching the earnest gaze of thousands, it was 
easy to imagine the intense excitement in a martial age, 
when gladiators fought in the arena before the nobility 
and beauty of Rome. Our poor ox, after being tired 
out, was allowed to withdraw. Others followed, and 
went through the* same round. All the padre’s bulls 
were oxen. Sometimes a hic^adorcs on foot was chased 
to the fence under a general laugh of the spectators. 
After the last oy had run iiis rounds, the hicadores 
withdrew, and men and boys jumped over into the are- 
na in suck numbers that they fairly hustled the ox. 
The noise and confusion, the flaring of |||loiired pon- 
chas, the running and tumbling, attacking and retreat- 


clouds of dust, made this the most stirring 
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scene of any ; but altogether it was a puerile exhibi- 
tion, and the better classes, among whom was my fair 
doimtry woman, regarded it merely as an occasion for 
meeting acquaintances. 

In the evening we went to the theatre, which opened 
for the first time. A large building had been com- 
menced in the city, but in one of the revolutions it had 
been demolished, and the work was abandoned. The 
performance was in the courtyard of a house. The 
stage was erected across one of the corners ; the patio 
was the pit, and the corridor was divided by temporary 
partitions into boxes ; the audience sent beforehand, or 
servants brought with them, their own seats. We had 
invitations to the box of Senor Vidanrre. Carrera wa»* 
there, sitting on a bench a little elevtited against the 
wall of the house, and at the right hand of Rivera Paz, 
the chief of the state. Some of his oificers were with 
him in their showy uniforms, but he had laid his aside, 
and had on his black bombazet jacket and pantaloons, 
and was very unpretending in his dcportmei^. I con- 
sidered him the greatest man in Guatimala, and made 
it a point to shake ’’hands with him in passing. The 
first piece was Saide, a tragedy. The company con- 
sisted entirely of Guatiinaltccos, and their performance 
was very good.* There Avas no change of scenery; 
when the curtain fell, all lighted cigars, ladies ineliulod, 
and, fortunately, there was an open courtyard for the 
escape of the /smoke. When the performance was over, 
the boxes* waited till the pit was emptied. Special care 
had been taken in placing sentinels, and all went home 
quietly. 

During t]|p week there was an attempt at gayety, btilra 
all Avas more or less bknded with religions solemnities*' 
One Avas that of thv. ''‘^ovena, or term of nine days* ' 

26 



302 ' I<NCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 

praying k) the Virgin. One lady, who was distinguish- 
ed for the observance of this term, had* an altar built 
-ticross whole end of the sala, with three steps, deed- 
rated with, flowers, jind a platform adorned with lobk- 
ing-glasses, pictures, and figures, in the centre of which 
was an image of the Virgin richly dressed, the whole 
ornamented in a way impossible for me to describe, but 
that may be imagined in a place wliore natural flowers 
are in the greatest profusion, and artificial ones made 
more perfect than in Europe, and where the ladies have 
extraordinary taste in the disposition of them. When 
I entered the gentlemen were in an anteroom, with 
hats, canes, and small swords ; and in the sala the la- 
ddies, with female servants cleanly dressed, were on 
their kn€?es praying; in front of the fairy altar was one 
who seemed a fairy herself ; and while her lips moved, 
her bright eye was roving, and she looked more worthy 
of being kneeled to than the pretty image before her, 
and as if she thought so too. 

In regard to my olliclal business I was perfectly at a 
loss what to do. In Guatimala all were on one side ; 
all said that there was no Federdl Government ; and 
Mr. Chatfield, the British consul general, whose opin- 
ion I respected more, concurred, and had published a 
circular, denying its existence. But the Federal Gov- 
ernment claimed to be in existence; and the^bare sug- 
gestion of General Mora^^an’s marching against Guati- 
mala excited consternation. Several limes there were 
rumours to that e ect, and one that he had actually de- 
termined to do so ; that not a single priest would be 
/Spared, and t! at the streets would run with blood. 

boldest partisans trembled for their lives. Mora- 
.Wli had never been beaten ; Carrera had always run 
ther had no faith in his beiner able to dc- 
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fend them, and could not defend themselve^. At all 
events, J had as yet heard only one side, and did not 
consider myself justified in assuming that there was no 
government. I was bound to make diligent search,’’ 
and then I might return, in legal phrase, “ cepi corpus,” 
or ‘‘non cst inventus,” according to circumstances. 

For this purpose I determined to go to San Salvador, 
which was formerly, and still claimed to be, the capital 
of the Confederation and the seat of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, or, rather, to Cojutepeque, to which place the 
government had been then lately transferred, on account 
of earthquakes at San Salvador. This proj ect was not 
without its diflicultics. One Ruscon, with an insurgent 
and predatory band, occupied an intervening district of 
country, acknowledging neither party, and lighting un* 
der his own flag. Mr. Chatfield and Mr. Skinner had 
come by sea, a circuitous route, to avoid him, and Cap- 
tain Le Nonvcl, master of a French ship lying at the 
port of San Salvador, arrived in Guatimala almost on 
a run, having ridden sixty mHes the last t^iy over a 
mountainous country, who reported horrible atrocities, 
and three men mufdered near San Vicente, on their 
way to the fair at Esquipulas, and their faces so disfig* 
ured that they could not be recognised. Immediately 
on his arrival h^^ent a courier to order his ship up to 
Istapa, merely to take him back, and save him from re- 
turning Sy land. I had signified my intention to the 
state governrnent, which was dissatisfied with rny going 
to San Salvador at all, but offered me an escort of sol- 
diers, suggesting, however, that if we met any of Mora- 
zan’s there would ceriaialy be a fight. This was not 
at all pleasant. I was ioth to travel a third time the 
road to Istapa, but, m. ler the circumstances, accepted 
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Captain "tLe Nonvel’s invitation to take a passage m 
his ship. 

Meanv^^e I passed my time in social visiting. In 
OUT owii the aristocracy is called by the diplomatic 
corps at Washington the aristocracy of streets. In 
Guatimala it is the aristocracy of houses, as certain 
families live in the houses built by their fathers at the 
foundation of the city, and they are really aristocratic 
old mansions. These families, by reason of certain mo- 
nopolies of importation, acquired under the Spanish do- 
minion immense wealth and rank as “ merchant prin- 
ces.’’ Still they were excluded from all offices and all 
V part in the government. At the time of the revolution 
;; one of these families was noble, with the rank of riiar- 
quisate, and its head tore off the insignia of his rank, 
and joined the revolutionary party. Next in position 
to the officers of tlie crowh, they thought that, emanci- 
pated from the yoke of Spain, they would have the 
government in their own hands; and so they had, 
but jt was only for a short time. The principles of 
equal rights began to be understQodn and they were 
put aside. For ten years they had been in obscurity, 
but accidentally they were again in power, and at the 
time of my visit ruled in social as well as political 
life. I do not wish to speak harshly of them, for they 
were the only people who constituted society; my in- 
tercourse was almost exclusively with them ; my fair 
countrywoman was one of them ; I an^, indebted to 
them for much kin hiess ; ana, besides, they are person- 
ally amiable ; but 1 speak of thpm as public men. I 
^;did not sympathize with them in politics. 

\ To me the position of the country seemed most crit- 
ipal, and from a cause which in all Spanish America had 
before. At the time of the first invasion 
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a few hundred Spaniards, by superior bravery^^nd skill, 
and with more formidable arms, had conquered the 
whole Indian population. Naturally peaceable, and 
kept without arms, the conquered people h^ remained 
quiet and submissive during the three centuries of Span- 
ish dominion. In%ie civil wars following the independ- 
ence they had borne but a subordinate part ; and down 
to the tirne of Carrera’s rising they were entirely igno- 
jaiit of their own physical strength. But this fearful 
discovery had now been made. The Indians constitu- 
ted three fourths of the inhabitants of G uatimala ; were 
the hereditary owners of the soil ; for the first time since 
they fell under the dominion of the whites, were organ- 
ized and armed under a chief of their own, who choso ■ 
for the moment to sustain the Central party. I did 
not sympathize with that party, for I believed that 
in their hatred of the Liberals they were courting a 
third power that might destroy them both ; consorting 
with a wild animal which miglit at any moment turn 
and rend them in uieces. I *l)elif‘ved that they were 
playing upon tluj imorance and prejudices of the In- 
dians, and, througl^ the priests, upon their religious 
fanaticism; qjj^using tlicm with fetes and Church cere- 
monies, persuading them that the Liberals aimed at a 
demolition of churches, destruction* of the priests, and 
hurrying back the country into darkness ; and in the 
general Heaving of the cleineiils there was not a man 
of nerve enough among them, with the iidluciicc of 
name and station, to rally round him *the strong and 
honest men of the country, reorganize tlie shattered re- 
public, and save them fr. in the disgrac^e and danger of 
truckling to an ignorant iineducated Indian boy* j 

Such were my ser.tieicnts ; of course I avoided ex-"'’ 
pressing them; but because I did not denounce their v 
VoL. 1. — Cl (I 
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opponent^, some looked coldly upon me. With them 
political differences severed all ties. Our w^Drst party 
abuse is moderate and mild compared with the terms in 
frriuch tbigig^peak of each other. We seldom do more 
i^Bu call men ignorant, incompetent, dishonest, dishon- 
ourable, false, corrupt, subverters' ofr the Constitution, 
and bought with British gold ; there a political oppo- 
nent is a robber, an assassin ; it is praise to admit that 
he is not a bloodthirsty cutthroat. We complain th^it 
our ears are constantly ofiended and our passions rous- 
ed by angry political discussions. There it would have 
been delightful to hear a good, honest, hot, and angry 
political dispute. I travelled in every state, and I nev- 
er heard one ; for I never met two men together who 
differed in political opinions. Defeajted partisans are 
shot, banished, run away, or get a moral lockjaw, and 
never dare express their opinions befme one of the dom- 
inant party. We have just passed through a violent 
political struggle ; twenty millions of people have been 
divided almost man to man, friend against friend, 
neighbour against neighbour, brother against brother, 
and son against father ; besides honest differences of 
opinion, ambition, want, and lust of power and office 
have roused passions sometimes to fierceness. Two 
millions of men highly excited have spoken out their 
thoughts and sentiments fearlessly and openly. They 
have all been counted, and the first rule 'in ' arithme- 
tic has decided between them ; and the defeated party 
are still permitted live in he country'; their wives 


and children arc spared; nay, more, they may gruin- 
, Jble in the streets, and hang out* their banners of de- 
||||lice, of continued and determined ojiposilion : and, 
than all, the pillars of the republic are not sha- 
a million of disappointed men, never, 
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with all the infirmities of human passion, has breath- 
ed resistance to the Constitution and laws. The world 
has never presented such a spectacle, such a proof of > 
the capacity of the people for self-governments Long' 
may it continue ! May the tongue wither that dares 
preach resistance -to the ballot-boxes ; and may the 
moral influence of our example reach our distracted 
sister republics, staying the sword of persecution in the 
hands of victors, and crushing the spirit of revolution 
in a defeated party. . 

January 1, 1840. This day, so full of home asso- 
ciations — snow, and red noses, and blue lips out of 
doors, and blazing fires dnd beauteous faces within- 
opened in Guatimala like a morning in spring. The 
sun seemed rejoicing in the beauty of the land it shone 
upon. The flowers were blooming in the courtyards, 
and the mountains, visible above the tops of the houses, 
were smiling in verdure. The bells of thirty- eight 
churches and convents proclaimed the coming of an- 
other year. The shops w ere •^hut as on a Sunday ; 
tliere was no market in the plaza. Gentlemen well 
dressed, and ladies ia black mantas, were crossing it to 
attend grand mass in the Cathedral. Mozart’s music 
swelled through the aisles. A priest in a strange tongue 
jiroclaimed morality, religion, and loVe of country. The 
floor of the church was thronged with whites, Mestit- 
zoes, and Indians. On a high bench opposite the pul- 
pit sat the chief of the state, and by his side Carrera, 
again dresscc^ in his rich uniform. I leane’d against a pil- 
lar opposite and watched his face ; and if I read him 
right, he had forgotten A n- and the stains of blood upoa 
his hands, and his very s/”il was filled with fanatic en- 
thusiasm; cxactl) as the Oiiests would have him» , 1 did 
verily believe that he was hoiiv st in his impulde%.^and 
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would drj right if he knew liow. They who 'undertake 
to guide him have a fearful respojisibility..' . ^ service 
ended, a way was cleared through the crowi|!t'' Carrera, 
accomps^ed by the prh sts and the chief of the state, 
awkward in his movements, with his eyes fixed on 'the 
ground, or with furtive glances, as if ill at ease in being 
an object of so much attention, walked down the aisle. 
A thousand ferocious-looking soldiers were drawn up 
before the door. A wild burst of music greeted him, 
and the faces of the men glo\^ed with devotion to their 
chief. A broad banner Avas unfurled, with stripes of 
black and red, a device of a death’s head and legs in 
the centre, and on one side ‘the words “Viva la reli- 
gion!” and on the other “ Paz o muertc a los Liber- 
ales !” Carrera placed himself at their head, and with 
Rivera Paz by his side, and the fearful banner float- 
ing in the air, and wild and thrilling music, and the 
stillness of death around, they escorted the chief of the 
state to his house. How different from Newyear’s Day 
at home ! 

Fanatic as I knew the people to be in religion, and 
violent in political animosities, 1 did not belieye that such 
an outrage would be countenanced as flaunting in tlic 
plaza of the capital a ])anner linking together the support 
of religion and the death or submission of the Libcrfd 
party. Afterwarcl, in a conversation with the chief of 
the state, I referred to this banner. He had not noticed 
it, but thought that the last clau.se was “ Paz o rnuerte 
a los qui no lo 'qui^ron,'^^ “tr those who db^not wish it.” 
This does not alter its atrocious character, and only 
adds to fanaticism what it takas from party spirit. I 
think, however, that 1 am right ; for on the return of the 
tsipldiers to the pla/a, Mr. C. and I followed il, till, ns 
W6 thoueht* the standard-bearer contracted its folds ex- 
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pressly to hide it, and some of the officers looJiftd at us 
so suspicip^ly thai we withdrew. 

For the skke of home associations, I called on my fair 
countrywoman ; dined at Mr. Hall’s^ and in the afternoon 
went to the cockpit, a large circular building handsomely 
proportioned, with a high seat for the judges, who rang 
a bell as a signal for the fight, when commenced a clam- 
our : ‘‘I offer five dollars !” I offer twenty,’’ &c. ; 
and I am happy to say that in this crowded den I saw 
but one man whom I had ever seen before ; from there 
I went to the bullfight, and then to the theatre. Th6 
reader will admit that I made a brilliant beginning to 
the year 1840. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Hunt for a Government. — Diplomatic Difficulties.— Departure from Guatimala. 
—Lake of Amatitan.— Attack of Fever and Ague.— Overo. — Istapa. — A French 
Merchant Ship. — Port rf Acajutla. — Illness. — Zonzonate. — The Government 
found. — Visit to the Volcano of Izalco. — Course of the Eruptions. — Descent 
from the Volcano. 

On Sunday, the fifth of January, I rose to set out in 
search of a government. Don Manuel Pavon, with his 
usual kindness, brought me a packet of letters of intro- 
duction to his friends in San Salvador. Mr. Catherwood 
intended to accompany me to the Pacific. We had not 
packed up, the muleteer had not made his appearance, 
and my passport had not been sent. Captain Le Noii- 
vel waited till nine o’clock, and then went on in ad- 
vance. Ill the mi(i.st of my confusion I received a visit 
from a distinguished canonigo. The reverend prelate 
was surprised at rny setting out on that day. I wa.s about 
pleading my jaeeessities' as an excuse for travelling on 
the Sabbath ; but he relieved me by adding that there 
was to be a dinner-party, a bullfight, and a play, and 
he wondered that I could resist such temptations. At 
eleven o’clock the muleteer came, with his mules, his 
wife, and a ragged ‘little son ; and Mr. Savage, who was 
always my help througli the little vexations attendant 
upon doing anything in that country, as well as in more 
important matters, returned from the Government House 
with word that m'" passport had been sent to me. I 
knew that the government was displeased with rny pur- 
pose of going to the capitol. The night before- it had 
b^en currently reported that I intended to present my 
vCred^Htials at San Salvador, and recognise the exist- 
Federal Government; iiewsjmpers received 
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the same ni^ht by the courier from Mexico l^ere bur- 
dened with accounts; of an invasion of that country by 
the Texans/ I had before received a piece of infor ^ 
mation that was new to me, and of which it was.^con* 
sidered diplomatic that I should profess ignorance, viz., 
that, though not so avowed, the Texans were support- 
ed and urged on by the government of the United 
States. We Averc considered as bent upon the con- 
quest of Mexico; and, of course, Guatimala would 
come next. The odiiim of our ambitious pretensions 
increased the feeling of coldness and distrust toward 
me, arising from my not having attached myself to the 
dominant party. In general I was considered as the 
successor of Mr. De Witt. It was known among poli- 
ticians that proceedings were pending for the renewal 
of a treaty, and that our government had a claim for 
the destruction of property of our citizens in one of the 
revolutions of the country; but some imagined that the 
special (d)ject of my mission Avas very deep, and in fa- 
vour of the party at San Salva(h)r. AVhen h^r. Savage.' 
Tcturued 'without , any passport, suspecting that there^ 
Avas an intention to* embarrass me and make me lose 
the opportunity of going by sea, I Avent immediately to 
the Government House, Avhere I received the same an- 
swer that had been given to Mr. Savage. I requested 
another, but the secretary of state objected, on the 
ground that none could be made out on that day. 
There were sjeveral clerks in the olhcc, and I urged 
my pressing necessity, the aelnal departure of Captain 
Le Nonvel, my seasonable ap]>Iieafion, and the prom- 
ise that it should be sent to my hous('. After an un- 
pleasant parley, one \vas given me, but Avithout assign- 
ing me any official ciiai acter, I pointed out the omis- 
sion, and the &.'riutury said that I had not pTesented 
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my crei^ ntials. I answered that my credentmls were 
to the general government, and not to ths^ii| the State 
‘ Jof Guatimala, which alone he represented^' li'ut he per- 
sisted that it was not the custom of his government to 
recognise an official character unless he presented his 
credentials. His government had been in existence 
about six months, and during that time no person 
claiming to be official had been near the country. I 
put into his hancis my pjissport from my own govern- 
ment, reminded him that I had been arrested and im- 
prisoned once, assured him that I should at all events 
set out for San Salvador, and wished to know definitive- 
^V-ly whether he would give me such a passport as I had 
a right to ask for. After much hesitation, and with a 
; very bad grace, he interlined before the official title the 
words con el caracter, I make great allowance for party 
feeling in a country where political divisions are matters 
of life and death, more particularly for Don Joaquim 
Durand, wdiose brother, a pri<jst, was shot a short time 
before by the Morazan party ; but this attempt to embar- 
rass my movements, by depriving me of the benefit of of- 
ficial character, excited a feeling of indignation which I 
did not attempt to conceal. To refuse accepting the pass- 
port altogether, or to wait a day for remonstrance, would 
cause me to lose my passage by sea, and make it ne- 
cessary to undertake a dangerous journey by land, or 
abandon going to tlie cn pi tol ; which, I believe, was 
precisely wffiat was wished. T was resolved not to be 
prevented by any indirect means. I only needed a 
passport to the port — the best thpy could give I did not 
value very highly— in J^aii Salvador it would be utter- 
' ly worthless; and with the uncourteous paper thus un- 
graciously bestowed, I returned to the house, and at 
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two o’clock we started. It was the hottest hdtir of the 
day, and wh^n we passed the gate the sun was scorch- 
ing. Late as it was, our muleteer had not finished his V 
^eave-taking. His wife and little so^ accompanied him ; 
and at some distance outside we were obliged to stop 
in the hot sun and wait till they came up. We were 
extremely glad when they exchanged their last em- 
braces, and the wife and son turned off for their home 
in Mixco. 

Notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, we diver- 
ged from the regular road for the purpose of passing 
by the Lake of Arnatitan, but it -was dark when we 
reached the top of the high range of mountains which 
liounds that beautiful water. Looking down, it seem- 
ed like a gathering of fog in the bottom of a deep val- 
h‘y. The descent was by a rough /dgzag path on the 
side of the mountain, very steep, and, in the extreme 
darkness, difficult and dangerous. We felt happy wdien 
we reached the bank of the lake, though still a little 
above it. The mountains rose i^und it like a Avail, and 
cast over it a. gloom deeper than the shade of night. 
We rode for some distance with the lake on our left, 
and a high and perpendicular mountain-side on our 
right. A cold wind had succeediHl the intense heat of 
the day, and when we reached Amatitan I was perfectly 
chilled. We found the captain in the house lu^ had in- 
dicated. It was nine o’clock, and, not having touched 
anything sinct‘/?cven in the morning, weyvcrc prepared 
to do justice to the supper he had provided for us. 

To avoid the steep descent to the lake with the car- 
go-mules, our mub'teer Had picked up a guide for 
on the road, and gone on himself direct ; but, to oiir 
surprise, he had not yet wrived. While at supper we 

VoL. I— 11 R 27 
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heard a5(» uproar in the street, and a man ran in to tell 
us that a mob was murdering our mu}ete|j^ ' The cap- 
tain, a frequent visiter to the country, said it was* prob- 
ably a general macliete fight, and cautioned us against 
going out. While in the corridor, hesitating, the up- 
roar was hurrying toward us ; the gate burst open, and 
a crowd rushed in, dragging with them our muleteer, 
that respectable husband and father, with his machete 
drawn, and so tipsy that he could hardly stand, but 
wanted to fight all the world. , W^ith difficulty we got 
him entangled among spme saddle-gear, when her drop- 
ped down, and, after vain efforts to rise, fell asleep. 

I woke the next morning with violent headache and 
pain in all my bones. Nevertheless, we started at day- 
light, and rode till five o’clock. The sun and heat in- 
creased the j)ain in iiiy head, and for three hours before 
reaching Escuintla I was in great suffering. I avoid- 
ed going to the corregidor’.s, for I knew that his sleep- 
ing apartment was open to all who came, and I wanted 
quie^; but I made a ^eat mistake in stopping at the 
house of the captain’s fricTul. lie w^as the proprietor 
of an estanco or distillery for m’aking agua ardiente, 
and gave us a largo room directly back of a store, Jiiid 
separated from it ])y a low board partition open over 
the top ; and this store was constantly filled with noisy, 
wrangling, and drinking men and women. My bed 
was next to the partition, and we had eight or ten men 
in our room. All night I h-».d a violent fever, and in 
the morning I wa . unable to move. Captain Le Non- 
vel regretted it, but he coidd tiot wait, us his ship was 
jeady to lie off and on without eoniing to anchor. Mr. 
Catherwood had me removed to a .stor(*ruom filled with 
C^ks and demijohns, where, exec^pl from occasional 
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entries to* draw off liquor, I was quiet ; but (/He odour 
was sickening. 

In the afteriloori the fever left me, and we rode to 
Masaya, a level and shady road of four leagues, and, 
to our surprise and great satisfaction, found the cap- 
tain at the house at which I had stopped on my return 
from Istapa. He had advanced two leagues beyond, 
when he heard of a band of robbers at some distance 
farther on, and returned to wait for company, sending, 
in the mean time, to Escuintla for a guard of soldiers. 
We afterward learned that they were a body of exiles 
who had been expelled from Giiatimala, and were cross- 
ing from Quezaltenango to San Salvador ; but, being 
in desperate circumstances, they were dangerous per- 
sons to meet on the road. 

The hut at which we stopped was hardly large 
enough for the family that occupied it, and our luggage, 
with two hammocks and a catre, drove them into a 
very small space. Crying children Jire said to be 
healthy ; if so, the good woman of the house yiras bless* 
ed ; besides this, a hen was hatching a brood of chick- 
ens under my head! During the niglit a party of sol- 
diers entered the village, in piirsiianee of the captain’s 
requisition, and passed on to clear the road. We start- 
ed before daylight ; but as the sun rose my fever re- 
turned, and at eleven o’clock, when we reached Jovero, 

I could go no farther. 

I have Ijcfo/e remarked that this hacienda is a great 
stopping-place from Istapa ami the salt-works ; and un- 
fortunately for me, several parties of muleteers, in ap- 
prehension of the robbi had joined together, and ; 
starting at midnight, Inul already iinished their day’s 
labour. In the aftv rr oon a wild boar was himted^ 
which our muleteer^ wi^h my gun, killed. There was 
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a great ^% ast in cooking and eating him, and the , noise 
racked my brain. Night brought no relief. Quiet was 
all I wanted, but that it seemed impossible to hav6 ; be- 
sides which, the rancho was more than usually abundant 
in fleas.t|,All night I had violent fever. Mr. Cather- 
wood, who, from not killing any one at Copan, had con- 
ceived a great opinion of his medical skill, gave me a 
powerful dose of medicine, and toward morning I fell 
asleep. 

At daylight we started, and arrived at Istapa at nine 
o’clock. Captain Le Nonvel had hot yet gone on 
board. Two French ships were then lying off the port : 
the Belle Poule and the Melanie, both from Bordeaux, 
the latter being the vessel of Captain Le Nonvel. He 
had accounts to arrange with the captain of the Belle 
Poule, and we started first for his vessel. 

I have before remarked that Istapa is ah open road- 
stead, without bay, headland, rock, reef, or any protec; 
lion whatever from the open sea. Generally the sea is, 
as its narr^o imports, pacific, and the waves roll calmly 
to the shore ; but in the smoothest times there is a 
breaker, and to pass this, as a part of the fixtures of the 
port, an anchor is dropped outside, with a buoy altacli- 
ed, and a long cable passing from the bupy is secured 
on shore. The hjiigboat of the Melanie lay hard 
ashore, stern first, ivitli a cable run through a groove in 
the bows, and passing lhrf»ugh the sculling-hole in the 
stern. She was filled with goods, and among them we 
took our seats. T’ e mate sat in the stern, and, taking 
advantage of a wave that raised the bows, gave the 
order to haul. The wet rope whizzed j)ast, and the 
boat moved till, with the receding wave, it struck heav- 
ily on the sand. Another wave and another haul, and 
she sivuugclear of the bottom ; and meeting the coming, 
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and hauling fast on the receding wave, in a//ew min- 
utes we passed the breakers, the rope was thrown out 
of the groove, and the sailors took to their oars. 

It was one of the most beautiful of those, beautiful 
days on the Pacific. The great ocean was as calm as 
a lake ; the freshness of the morning still rested upon 
the water, and already I felt revived. In a few min- 
utes we reached the Belle Poule, one of the most beau- 
tiful ships that ever floated, and considered a model in 
the French commercial marine. The whole deck was 
covered with an awning, having a border trimmed with 
scarlet, and fluttering in the wind. The quarter-deck 
was raised, protected by a fanciful awning, furnished 
with settees, couches, and chairs, and on a brass railing 
in front sat two beautiful Peruvian parrots. The door 
of the cabin was high enough to admit a tall man with- 
out stooping. On each side were four staterooms, and 
the stern was divided into two chambers for the captain 
and sui)orcargo, each with a window in it, and furnish- 
ed with a bed (not a berth),**a sofa, booki^ drawers, 
writing-desk, everything necessary for luxurious living 
ofi shipboard ; just the comforts with which one would 
like to circumnavigate the %vorld. She Avas on a tra-. 
ding voyage from Bordeaux, Avitli on assorted cargo of 
French goods ; had touched at the ports in Pern, Chili, 
Panaipa, and Central America, and left at each place 
merchandise to be sold, and the proceeds to be invested 
in the products of the country ; and Avas then bound to 
Mazatlan, on tin', coast of Mexico, AAhence slie would 
return and ])ick up her cargo, and in two years return 
to Bordeaux. We had a dejeuner h la fourchette, 
abounding in Paris lux l. Wes, Avitli avuics and cafe, as 
in Paris, to Avhich, fo’ tnnaicly for the ship’s stores, I did 
not bring my urM-’wtotned vigour ; and there was style in 
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everyth!^,, even to the name of the steward, 'who was 
called the maitrc d’Jiotel. 

At two o^clock we went on board the Melanie. Slie ^ 
was about the same size, and if we had mot s'een the 
Belle Poule first, wc' should have been delighted with 
her. The comfort and luxury of these ‘‘ homes on the 
sea’V were in striking contrast with the poverty and 
misery of the desolate shore. The captain of the Belle 
Poule came on board to dine. It was a pleasure to us 
to see the delight with which these two Bordeaux men 
and their crews met on this distant shore. Cape Horn, 
Peru, and Chili were the subjects of conversation, and 
we found on board a file of papers, which gave us the 
latest news from our friends in the Sandwich Islands. 
Mr, C. and the captain of the Belle Poule remained on 
f board till we got und(?r way. We bade them good-by 
over the railing ; tlie evening breeze filled our sails ; 
for a few moments we saw them, a dark spot on the 
water ; tlie wave sank, and we lost sight of them en- 
^ely. 

I remained on deck but a short time. ’ I was the 
only passenger, and the maitrc ddiMtel made me* a bed 
with settees directly under the stern windows, but I 
could not sleep. Even with windows and doors wide 
open the cabin wits excessively warm ; the air wa ^3 
heated, and it was full of moschetoes. The captain 
and mates slept on deck. I was advised not to do so, 
but at twelve o’clock I went out. It was bright star- 
light ; the sails w re flaj)pitig against tlie mast ; the 
ocean was like a sheet of glass, and tlie coast dark and 
^irregular, gloomy, and portentous with volcjanoes. TJie 
great bear was almost upon me, the north star wan 
lower than I liad ever seen it before, and, like myself. 
sceme4 waning. A yonng sailor of the watch on deck 
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spoke to* me of the deceitfulncss of the sej/of ship- 
wrecks, of the wreck of an American vessel which he 
had fallen in with on his first cruise in the Pacific, and 
of his beautiful and beloved France. The freshness of 
the air was grateful ; and while he* was entertaining me, 
I stretched myself on a settee and fell asleep. 

The next day I had a recurrence of fever, which 
continued upon me all day, and the captain put me un- 
der ship’s discipline. In the morning the maitre d’hotel 
stood by me with cup and spoon, ‘‘ Monsieur, im vom- 
itif,” and in the afternoon, ‘‘ Monsieur, une purge. 
When we arrived at Acajutla I was unable to go 
ashore. As soon as we*cast anchor the captain land- 
ed, and before^ leaving for Zonzonato engaged mules 
and men for me. The port of Acajutla is not quite so 
open as that of Istapa, having on the south a slight 
projecting headland of rock. In the oiling were a 
goelette brig for a port in Peru, a Danish schooner for 
Guayaquil, and an English brig from London. All the 
aftcriKHJu I sat on the upper dvek. Some of the sailors 
were asleep and others ])laying cards. In *sight were 
six volcanoes ; one. constantly emitting smoke, and an- 
other flames. At night the Volcano of Izalco seemed a 
steady ball of fire. 

The next morning the mate todk me ashore in the 
launch. The process was the same as at Istaj)a, and 
we were detained sonui time by the boat of the English 
vessel occupying the cable. As soon as W(' struck, a 
crowd of Tnctians, naked except a baiul of cotton cloth 
around tlu' loins and passing bt'tween the legs, backed 
up against the side of ' boat. I mounted the shoul- 
ders of one of them: the wave m-eded he carried 

me several paces <' then ^t^^pped and braced 

himself against ih<’: coming wt ve. I clung to his neck, 
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but wasS(jist sliding down his slippery sides, 'when he 
deposited me on the shore of San Salvador, called by 
the Indians “ Ciiscatlan,” or the land of riches. Alva- 
rado, on his voyage to Peru, was the first Spaniard 
who ever set foot upon this shore, and as I tbok special 
care to keep my feet from getting wet, I could but think 
of the hardy frames as well as iron nerves of the con- 
querors of America. 

The mate and sailors took leave of me and returned 
to the ship. I walked along the shore and up a steep 
hill. It was only eight o’clock, and already excessively 
hot. On the bank fronting the sea were the ruins of 
large warehouses, occupied as receptacles for merchan- 
dise under the Spanish dominion, when all the ports of 
America were closed against foreign vessels. In one 
corner of the ruined building was a sort of guardroom, 
where a few soldiers were eating tortillas, and one was 
iJleaning his musket. Another apartment was occupied 
by the captain of the port, who told me that the mules 
engaged for me had got .loose, and the muleteers were 
looking for them. Here I had the pleasure to meet Dr. 
Driven, a gentleman from the Island of St. Lucia, who 
had a large sugar hacienda a few leagues distant, and 
was at the port to superintend the disembarcation of 
machinery for a iniU from the English brig. While 
waiting for the mules he conducted me to a hut where 
he had two Guayaquil hammocks hung, and feeling al- 
ready the effect of my exertions, I took posses.sion of 
one of them. 

The woman of the rancho was a .sort of sliip’s hus- 
; band; and ther being three v(!ssels in port, the rancho 
J was encumbered with vegetables, fruit, eggs, fowls, and 
ship’s stores. It wa»s elf»se and hot, ]>ut very soon I re- 
quired all the covc-rifjg [ eould gel. f had a violent 
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ague, followed by a fever, in comparison viifti which 
all I had suffered before was nothing. I called for 
water till the old woman was tired of giving it to me, 
and went out and left me alone. I became lighthead- 
ed, wild with pain, and wandered among the miserable 
huts with only the consciousness that my brain was 
scorching. I have an indistinct recollection of speak- 
ing English to some Indian women, begging them to 
get me a horse to ride to Zonzonate ; of some laughing, 
others looking at me with pity, and others leading me 
out of the sun, and making me lie down under the 
shade of a tree. At three o’clock in the afternoon the 
mj^tc came ashore again. I had changed iny position, 
and he found me lying on my face asleep, and almost 
withered by the sun. He wanted to take me back on 
board the ship, but I begged liiiii to procure mules and 
take me to Zonzonate, within the reach of medical as- 
sistance. It is hard to feel woxsa than I did when I 
mounted. I passed three hours of agony, scorched by 
the intense heat, and a little before d.ark arrived at Zon* 
zouate, fortunate, as Dr. Drivon afterward told me, in 
not having suffered a stroke of the sun. Before en- 
tering the town and crossing the bridge over the Rio 
Grande, I met a gentleman well mounted, having a scar- 
let Peruvian pellori over his saddle* w'ilh wdiose appear- 
ance I was struck, and wc exchanged low bows. This 
gentleman, as I afterw^ard learned, was the government 
I was looking after. ^ 

I rode to tht'. house of Captain Le Noiivel’s broth- 
er, one of the largest in the place, where I had that 
comfort, seldom known m Central America, a room to 
myself, and everything else necessary. For several 
days I remainecl Avidu. doors. The first afternoon I 
VoL. I.— S c 
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went out>called upon Don Manuel de Aguilar, formerly 
chief of the State of Costa Rica, but about a year be- 
fore driven out by a revolution and banished for lifft. 
At his house I met Don Diego Vigil, the vice-president 
of the republic, the same gentleman whom I had. met 
on the bridge, and the only existing officer of the Fed- 
eral Government, h^rom observation and experience 
in my own country, I had learned never to take the 
character of a public man from his political enemy; 
and I will not soil this page with the foul aspersions 
which men of veracity, but blinded by party prejudice, 
threw upon the character of^ Seiior Vigil. He was 
about forty-five, six feet high, thin, and suffering from 
a paralytic aftection, which almost deprived him of the 
use of both legs ; in dress, conversation, and manners, 
eminently a g<*ntleman. He had travelled more ex- 
tensively in his own rounfry than most of his country- 
men, and knew all the objects of interest ; and with a 
politeness which I appreciated, made no refer ej ice to my 
position or riiy official character. 

i His business at Zonzonate showed the wretched state 
of the country. He had come expfessly to treat with 
Bascon, the head of the band which had prevented my 
coming from Guatimala by land. Chico Rascon, as he 
was familiarly called in Zonzonate, was of an old and 
respectable family, who had spent a large fortune in 
dissipation in Paris, and returning in desperate circum- 
stances, had tip'ned patriot. A bout six rnpnths before 
he* had made a dt .cent upon Zonzonate, killed the 
^rrison to a man, robbed the cpstom-house, and re- 
treated to his hacienda. He was then on a visit in the 
town, publicly, by appointment with Sefior Vigil, and 
demanded, as the price of disbanding his troops, a 
coloh^r 3^ commission for himself, other commissions for 
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some of his followers, and four thousand / (dollars in 
money.* Vigil assented to all except the four thousand 
dollars in money, but offered instead the credit of the 
State of San Salvador, which Rascoii agreed to accept. • 
Papers were drawn up, %nd that afternoon was appoint- 
ed for their execution ; but, while Vigil was waiting for 
him, Rascon and his friends, without a word of notice, 
mounted their horses and rode out of town. The place 
was thrown into great excitement, and in the evening I 
saw the garrison busily engaged in barricading the plaza, 
in apprehension of another attack. 

The next day I made a formal call upon Sehor Vigil. 

I was in a rather awkward position. When I left Gua- 

timala in search of a government, I did not expect to 

meet it on the road. In that state I had heard but one 

side ; I was just beginning to hear the other. If there 

was any government, I had treed it. Was it the real 

thing or was it not ? In Guatimala they said it was not ; 

here they said it was. It was a knotty ’question. I was 

in no great favour in Guatimaliu, and in endeavouring to 

olay a safe game I ran the risk of being hustled by aU 

parties. In Guatimala they had no right to ask for my 

credentials, and took, offence because I did not present 

them ; here, if I refused, they had a right to consider it an 

insult. In this predicament I opened my business with 

the vice-president, and told him tlmt I was on my way 

to the capital, with credentials from the United States ; 

but that, in ^ihe state of anareliy in wliich 1 found the 

country, was at a loss wliat 1o do; I was desirous to 

avoid making a false step, and anxious to know whether 
' ** 

the Federal Gcjverniin .a really e\ist(’d, or whether the 
Repiihlie was dissolved. Our inter vimv Avas long and 
interesting, and the p rport of his answer was, that the 
government did exi f fte facto and de jure ; he himself 
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was legallvr elected vice-president ; the act of the four 
.^jsiates in declaring themselves independent was uncon- 
stitutional and rebellious ; the union oould riot be dis- 
solved except by a convention of deputies from all the 
states ; the government had thft actual control in three 
states, one had been reduced to subjection by arms, and 
very soon the Federal party would have the ascendancy 
in the others. He was familiar with the case of South 
; Carolina, and said that our Congress had sustained the 
right of the general government to coerce states into 
subjection, and they were in the same position. I re- 
ferred to the shattered condition of the government ; its 
absolute impotence in other states ; the non-existence of 
senate and other co-ordinate branches, or even of a sec- 
retary of state, the officer to whom my credentials were 
addressed ; and he answered that he had in his suite an 
' acting secretary of state, confirming what had been told 
me before, that the Government^’ would, at a mo- 
notice, rnakc any officer I wanted ; but I owe it 
0 8en.or Y-igil to say, that, after going over fully the 
whole ground of the unhappy contest, and although rit 
tint critical juncture the recognition bf the Federal Gov- 
..< 5 rnment by that of the United States would have been 
of moment to his party, and not to recognise it was dis- 
respectful and favoured the cause of the rebellious or in- 
dependent states, he did not ask me to present my cre- 
dentials. The Convention, which was expected to com- 
poa^.the diificiiitics of the Rcjinblic, was then about as- 
sembling in Hoiidui .s. The deputies from St. Salvador 
Jbad gone to take their seats, and it was understood that 
v, It should await the dec^ision of this body. The result of 
interview with the vice-president was much more 
S^greeable than I expected. I am sure that I left him 
without^the least feeliiiir of ill-wdl on his nart : but inv 
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great perplexity whether I had any governmeilt was not 
yet brought to a close*. , ^ 

In the mean time, while the political repairs were go»^ 
ing on, I remained in Zonzonate recruiting. The town 
is situated on the banks^of the Rio Grande, which is 
formed by almost innumerable springs, and in the In- 
dian language its name means four hundred springs of 
water. It stands in one of the richest districts of the rich 
State of San Salvador, and has its plaza, with streets at 
right angles, and white houses of one story, some of 
them very large ; but it has borne its share of the calam- 
ities which have visited tl\e unfortunate Republic. The 
best houses are deserted, and their ownc^rs in exile. 
There are seven costly churches and but one cura. 

I '.vas unable to undertake apy journey by land, and 
feeling the enervating cfTect of the climate, swung all 
day in a liammock. . Fortunately; the proprietors of the 
brig which I had seen at Acajiitia, bound for Peru, 
changed her destination, aiid determined to send her t0 . 
Costa Rica, the southernmost sftitc of the Confederacyi| 
At the same time, a man oifered as a servant, very highlyf^ 
recommended, and >^hose appearance I liked ; and I re- 
solved to have the benefit of the sea voyage, and, in re- 
turning by land, explore the canal route between the At- 
lantic and Pacific by the Lake of Nicaragua, a thing 
which 1 had desired much, but despaired of being able 
to accomplish. 

Before leawng I roused myself for, an excursion. 
The window of my room open(*d upon the Volcano of 
Izalco, All day! hearjl at short intervals the eruptions 
of the burning m<?iintain, and at night saw the Column 
of flame bursting from the crater, and streams of fire 
rolling down its side. Fortunately, Mr. Blackwood^ 
an Irish merchant, for niaiiy years resident in Peini, ar- 

28 " 
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rived, anfi agreed to accompnnj me. The next morn- 
‘ ing before five o’clock we were in the saddle. At the 
distance of a mile we forded the Rio Grande, here a 
wild river, and riding through a rich country, in half an 
hour reached the Indian villd*ge of Naguisal, a lovely 
spot, and literally a forest of fruits and flowers. Large 
trees were perfectly covered with red, and at every step 
we coaid pluck fruit. Interspersed among these beau- 
tiful trees were the miserable huts of Indians, ;and lying 
V on the ground, or at some lazy work, were the misera- 
ble Indians themselves. Continuing another league 
^ through the same rich country, we rose upon a table of 
'land, from which, looking back, we saw an immense 
plain, wooded, and extending to the shore, and beyond, 
the boundless waters of the Pacific. Before us, at. the 
extreme end of a long street, was the church of Izalco, 
standing out in strong relief against the base of the vol- 
cano, which at that moment, with' a loud report like the 
rolling of thunder, threw in the air a column of black 
•moke aiyi ashes, lighted by a single flash of flame. 

With difficulty we obtained a guide, but he was so 
tipsy that he could scarcely guide himself along a 
straight street ; and he would not go till the next day, 
as he said it was so late that we should be caught on 
the mountain at night, and that it was full of tigers. In 
the mean time the daughter of our host found another, 
and, stowing four green oocoamits in his alforjas, we 
•et out. Soon we came out ’ipon an open plain, and 
without a bush lo . •ostruetthe vicv,r, saw on our left the 
.fwhole volcano fron. its base to^ its top. It rose from 
^ near the foot of a mountain, lo a height perhaps of six 
|>^ooflaiid feet, its sides brown and barren, and‘ all 
miles the earth was cover(?d with lava. Be- 
ing itJkh state of eruTitioii, it was iiripossible to ascend 
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it, but behind it is a higher mountain, which eommtads 
a view of the burning crater. The whole volcano was 
in full sight, spouting into the air a column of black 
smoke and an immense body of stones, while the earth 
shook under our. feet. Crossing the plain, we com- 
menced ascending the mountain. At eleven o’clock we 
sat down by the bank of a beautiful stream to break- 
fast. My companion had made abundant provision, and 
for the first time since I left Guatirnala I felt the keen- 
ness of returning appetite, Jn half an hour we mount- 
ed, and soon after twelve 'o’clock entered the woods, 
having a very steep ascent by a faint path, which we 
soon lost altogether. Our guide changed his direction 
several times, and at length got lost, tied his horse, and 
left us to wait while he searched the way. We knew 
that wc were near the volcano, for the explosions sound- 
ed like the deep mutteriugs of dreadful thunder. Shut 
up as we were in the woods, these reports were awful. 
Our horses snorted with terror, and the mountain quaked 
beneath our feet. Our guide Vreturned, and in a fel^ 
minutes wc came out suddenly upon an open point# 
higher than the top ©f the volcano, commanding a view 
of the interior of the crater, and so near it that we saw 
the huge stones as they separated in the air, and fell pat- 
tering around the sides of the volcdiio. In a few min- 
utes otlr clothes were white with ashes, w’hich fell around 
us with a noise like the sj)rinkliug of rain. 

The crater had three orifices, one of which was in- 
active ; another emitted constantly a rich blue smoke; 
and after a report, deep in the huge throat of the third 
appeared a light blue . our, and then a mass of tlqck 
black smoke, whirling a.ivl struggling out in enoi^qua 
wreaths, and rising : i dark majestic column, lighted 
for a moment by of liaiue ; and when the smoke 
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dispersed^ the atmosphere was darkened by a shower 
of stones and ashes. This over, a-mornent of stillness 
followed, and then another report and eruption, and 
these continued regularly, at intervals, as our guide said, 
of exactly five minutes, and really he was not much out 
of the way. The sight was fearfully grand. We re- 
freshed ourselves with a draught of cocoanut milk,' 
thought how this grandeur would be heightened when 
Jjie stillness and darkness of night were interrupted by 
the noise and flame, and forthwith resolved to sleep 
upon the moimtam. 

The cura of Zonzonate, still in the vigour of life, told 
me that he remembered when the ground on which this 
volcano stands had nothing to distinguish it from any 
other spot around. In 1798 a small orifice was discov- 
ered puffing out small quantities of dust and pebbles. 
He was then living at Izalco, and, as a boy, was in the 
habit of going to look at it ; and he had watched it, and • 
marked its increase from year to year, until it had grown 
iato whatsit is now. Captain Le Nonvcl told me he 
could ibeerve from the sea that it had grown greatly 
within the last two years. Two years before its light 
; could not be seen at night on the other side of the 
mountain op which I stood. Night and day it forces 
up stones from the bowels of the earth, spouts them into 
the air, and receives them upon its sides. lijycry day 
it is increasing, and probably it will continue to do so 
until the inward fires die, or by some violent convul- 
sion the whole is .-nt to atoms. 

I Old travellers ar'^ not precluded occasional bursts of 
^enthusiasm, bUt tliey cannot keep it up long. In about 
|ffn hour we began to be critical and even captious. 
'Some eniptions were better than others, and some 
wei'0 comparatively small affairs. In this frame of 
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mind we summed up our want of comforts fpr passing 
the night on the mountain, and determined to return. 
Mr. Blackwood and I thought that we could avoid the 
circuit of the mountain by descending directly to the* 
base of the volcano, and crossing* it, reach the camino 
real; but our guide said it was a tempting of Provi- 
pdence, and refused to accompany us. We had a very 
steep descent on foot, and in some places our horses 
slid down on their haunches. An immense bed of lava, 
stopped in its rolling course by the side of the mountain, 
filled up the wide space between us and the base of the 
volcano. We stepped directly upon this black and 
frightful bed, but we had "^reat difficulty in making our 
horses follow. The lava lay in rolls as irregular as the 
waves of the sea, sharp, rough, and with huge chasms, 
difficult for' us and dangerous for the horses. With 
great labour we dragged them to the base and around 
• the side of the volcano. Massive stones, hurled into the 
air, fell and rolled down the sides, so near that we dared 
not venture farther. We weri*^ alraid of breaking our 
horses’ legs in the holes into which they were constantly 
falling, and turned back. On the lofty point from which 
we had looked down into the crater of the volcano sat 
our guide, gazing, and, as we could imagine, laughing 
at us. We toiled back across the bed of lava and up 
the side gf the mountain, and when we reached the top 
both my horse and I were almost exhausted. Fortu- 
nately, the road home was down hill. It was long after 
dark when we passed the foot of the mountain and came ^ 
out upon the plain. Fivery burst of the volcano sent 
forth a pillar of ^irc ; ^ uir places w ere steady fires^ . 

and in one a stream ol ‘Ire was rolling down its side/^ 
At eleven o’clock w v .itched Zoiizonate, besides toil- 
ing uroimd the Ivwe of the volcano, having ridden- up- 
VoL. 1.— Ti 
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ward of fi/ty miles ; and such had been the interest of 
the day^s work, that, though iny first effort, I never suf- 
fered from it. 

The arrangements for my voyage down the Pacific 
were soon made. The servant to whom I referred was 
a native of Costa Rica, then on his way home, .after a 
long absence, witli a cargo of merchandise belonging to 
himself* He was a tall, good-looking fellow, dressed 
in a Guatimala jacket or coton, a pair of Mexican leath- 
er trousers, with buttons down the sides, and a steeple- 
crowned, broad-brimmed, drab wool hat, altogether far 
"superior to any servant I saw in the country; and I 
think if it had not been for Him I should not have un- 
dertaken the journey. The reader will perhaps be 
. shocked to hear that his name was Jesus, pronounced 
in Spanish TIezoos, by which latter appellation, to avoid 
what might be considered profanity, I shall hereafter 
call him. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Sickness and Mutiny. — Illness of Captain Jay. — Critical Situation <—Roiigh 
Nursing. — A Countryman in Trouble.— Dolphins. — Succession of Volcanoes. 

— Gulf of Nicoya.— Harbour of Caldera. — Another Countryman. — Another 
jf Patient. — rfacienda of San Felippe. — Mountain of Aguacatc. — “Zillenthal 
Patent Self-acting Cold Amalgamation Machine.” — Gold Mines. — View from 
the Mountain Top. 

On Monday, the twenty-second of January, two 
hours before daylight, we started for the port. 'Hezoos 
led the way, carrying before him all my luggage, rolled 
up , in a baquette, being simply a cowhide, after the 
fashion of the country. At daylight we heard behind 
us the clattering of horses’ hoofs, and Don Manuel 
de Aguila, with his two .sons, overtook us. Before the 
freshness of the morning was past we reached the port, 
and rode up to the old hut which I had hoped never to 
see again. The hammock Avas sAvinging in the same 
place. The miserable rancho ^ceiaed destined to be the 
abode of sickness. In one corner lay Schor*D’Yriarte, 
my captain, exhausted by a night of fever, and unable 
to sail that day. 

Dr. Driven was again at the port. He had not yet 
disembarked his machinery ; in faet, tlio Avork Avas sus- 
pended by a mutiny on board Ihe Englisli brig, the 
ringleader of which, as the doctor complained to me, 
was an American. I passed the day on the. seashore. . 
In one place*, a little above high-Avater mark, almost ,' 
Avashed by the Avaves, Avere rude Avoodeii crosses, maofk- 
ing the graves of unh^p-y sailors who had diedha 
their homes. Keturur g, I found ai the hut Qaptaii^ ^ 
Jayj of the Eiigiisi. biig, Avho also cmnplail^d t0 me' 
of the American sailor. The captam was a .young 
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man, making liis first voyage as master ; his wife, whom 
he had married a week before sailing, accompanied 
him. He had had a disastrous voyage of eight months 
from London ; in doubling Cape Horn his crew were 
all frostbitten and hiS spars carried away. With only 
one man on deck he had worked up to Guayaquil, where 
he incurred great loss of time and money in making re- ^ 
pairs, and shipped an entirely new crew. At Acajutla 
he found that his boats were not sufficient to land the 
doctor’s machinery, and was obliged to wait until a 
raft could be constructed. In the mean time his crew 
mutinied, and part of them refused to work. His wife 
was then at the doctor’s haci(5nda ; and I noticed that, 
while writing her a note with pencil, his sunburned face, 
was pale, and large drops of perspiration stood on his 
forehead. Soon after he threw himself into the ham- 
mock, and, as I ihouglit, fell asleep ; but in a few min- 
utes I saw the hammock shake, and, remembering my 
own shaking there, thought it was at its old tricks of 
giving people the fever a/id ague ; but very soon I saitW 
that the poor captain was in convulsions. Excepting 
Captain D’Yriarte, who was lying against the wall per- 
fectly helpless, I was the only man m the hut ; and as 
there was danger of his throwing himself out of the 
hammock, I endeavoured to hold him in ; but with one 
convulsive effort he, threw me to the other ^side of the, 
hut, and hung over the side of the hammock, with one 
hand entangled in the cords, and his head almost touch- 

the ground. ‘ T^e old woman said that the devil had 
possession of him, and ran out of doors screaming. 
^I^unately, this brought in a man wliom I had not seen 
i|S^efore, Mr. Warburton,*an engineer who had come put 
to up the machinery, and who was himself a machine 
of mar.y horse-jmwer, having a pair of shoulders that 

* Died at Mazjtiaii about six months afterward. 
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seemed constructed expressly for holding meji in. con* 
vulsions. At first he was so shocked that he did not 
know what to do. I told him that the captain was to be- 
held, whereupon, opening his powerful arms, he closed 
them around the captain’s with the force of a hydraulic 
press, turning the legs over to me. .These legs were a 
pair of the sturdiest that ever supported a human body ; 
and I verily believe that if the feet had once touched 
my ribs, they would have sent me through the wall of 
the hut. Watching my opportunity, I wound the ham-* 
mock around his legs, and my arms around the ham* 
mock. In the mean time he broke loose from Mr. War- 
burton’s hug, who, taking* the hint from me, doubled his 
part in with the folds of the hammock, and gave his 
clinch from the outside. The captain struggled, and, 
worming like a gigantic snake, slipped his head out of 
the top of the hammock, and twisted tJie cords around his 
neck, so that we were afraid of his strangling himself- 
"We were in utter despair, when two of his sailors rush- 
ed in, who, being at home with ropes, extricated his 
head, shoved him back into the hammock, wrapped it 
around him as before, and I withdrew completely ex- 
hausted. * 

The two recruits were Tom, a regular tar of about 
forty, and the cook, a black man, find particular friend 
of Tom, who called him Darkey. Tom undertook the 
whole direction of securing the captain ; and although Dr. 
Driven and several Indians came in, Tom’s voice was 
the only one heard, and addressed only to “ Darkey.’’ 
‘‘ Stand by his legs, Darkey !” “ Hold fast, Darkey !’’ 

^teady. Darkey !” bul all together could not bold^ 
him. Turning on his face and doubling himself insldeji 
he braced his back, a:'d drove both legs thtough tho 
hammock, striku^g lus f vioieutly against th^ gen and \ 
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his whol^ body passed through. His struggles were 
dreadful. Suddenly the mass of bodies on the floor 
rolled against Captain D’Yriarte’s bed, which broke 
dow^ with a crash, and with a fever upon liim, he was 
obliged to scramble out of the way. In the interval of 
one of the most violent struggles we heard a strange id- 
iotic noise, which seemed like an attempt to crow. The 
Indians who crowded the hut laughed, and D. Driven 
was so indignant at their heartlcssncss that he seized a 
club and drove them all out of doors. An old naked 
African, who had been a slave at iBalize, and had lost 
his language without acquiring much of any other, re- 
turned with a bunch of feathers, which he wished to 
stick in the captain’s nose and set fire to, saying it was 
the remedy of Ins country ; but the doctor showed him 
his stick, and he retreated. 

The convulsious eon tinned for three hours, during 
which time the doctor considererl the captain’s situation 
very critical. TIu'. old woman persisted that tlic devil 
was in him, and would .yiot give him tip, and that he 
must die ; 'and I could not but think of his young wife, 
who was sleeping a few miles off,* unconscious of the 
calamity that threatened hcj. The fit was bjoiight on, 
as the doctor said, by anxiety and distress of mind ocr 
casioned by his unfortunate voyage, and particularly by 
the mutiny of his crew. At eleven o’clock ho fell 
asleep, and now we learned the cause of the strange 
noise which had affected us so unpleasantly. Tom was 
just preparing to’ go on board die vessel, when the Af- 
rican ran down to the shore and told him that the cap- 
tain wqs at the hut diunk. TornJ being himself in that 
;fitate, felt that it was his duty to look after the captain ; 
but he had just bought a parrot, for which he had paid 
a dollar, and, afraid to trust him in other hands, hauled 
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his baggy shirt a foot more out of his trousers, ^nd thrust 
the parrot into his bosom, almost smothering it with his 
neckcloth. The parrot, indignant at this confinement, 
was driving his beak constantly into Tom’s breast, 
which was scarified and covered with blood ; and once,^ 
when Tom thought it was going too far, he put his hand 
inside and pinched it; which produced the extraordir^- 
ry sounds we had heard. 

In a little while Tom and Darkey got the Indians to 
relieve them, and went out to drink the captain’s health. 
On their return they took lh(‘ir places on the ground, 
one on each side of their commander. I threw myself 
into the broken hammoctlc ; and Dr. Driven, charging 
them, if the captain awoke, not to say anything that 
could agitate him, went oft* to another hut. 

It was not long before the captain, raising his head, 
called out, “ What the devil are you doing with my 
legs ?” which was answered by Tom’s steady cry, 
“ Hold on, Darkey !” Darkey and an Indian were 
holding the captain’s legs, two Indians his ^arms, and 
Tom was spread over his body. The captain looked 
perfectly sensible, and utterly amazed at being pinned 
to the ground. Where am I ?” said he. Tom and 
Darkey liad agreed not to tell him what had happened ; 
but, after the most extraordinary lying on the part of 
Tom, while the captain was looking at him and iis in 
utter amazement, the poor fellow became so entangled, 
that, swearing the doctor might stay and tell his own 
stories, he began where he and Darkey eaiue in, and 
found the cajitain kicking in tlu'. hummock ; and the 
captain was given to niidcrsland tliat if it had not been 
for him and Darkey he would liavt' kiedeed his own 
brains out. I relicvrd Tom’s story from some obscu- 
rity, and a gcuvaal and noisy conversation followed, 



336 , INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 

■ < • . , 

which was cut short by poor Captain D’Yriarte, who 
had not had a wink of sleep ail night, and begged us to 
give him a chance. 

In the morning, while I was taking chocolate with 
, Doctor Drivon I ho mate came to the hut with the mu- 
tinous American sailor in the custody of four soldiers, 
% make a complaint to me. The sailor was a young 
^an of twenty-eight, short, well-made, and very good- 
looking, and his name was Jemmy. He, too, com- 
plained to me ; wanted to leave the brig, and said that 
he would stop on a barren rock in the midst of the 
ocean rather than remain on board. I told him I was 
sorry to find an American sailor a ringleader in muti- 
ny, and represented to him the distress and danger in 
which it had placed the captain. Doctor Drivon had 
had some sharp passages Avith him on board the brig, 
and, after a few Avords, started up and struck him. 
Jemmy fell back in time to avoid the full blow, and, as 
if by no means unused to such things, continued to fall 
back and ward off.; but when pressed too hard, he broke 
loose from the soldiers, and tore off his jacket for a reg- 
ular fight. I had no idea of favouling a mutinous sail- 
or, but still less of suffering an American to he rmil- 
treated by odds, and hauled off the soldiers. In a 
moment the doctor’s passion Avas over, and he discon- 
tiiiufid his attack, Avhereiipcn Jemmy surrendered him- 
self to the soldiers, Avho curried him, as I supposed, to 
the guardhouse. I waited a little Avhiljf?, and, going 
down, saw Jcrrmiy . itting on the ground in front gf the 
■ quartel, with both legs in the stocks above the knees. 
He Avas keenly ctlsve to the disgrace of his situation, 
and my blood boiled. I hurried to the captain of the 
port, and complained Avarmly of his conduct as high- 
handed and insufferable, and insisted that Jemmy must 
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be released, or I would ride to San Salvador on the 
instant and make a complaint against him. Doctor 
Driven joined me, and Jemmy was released from the 
stocks, but put under guard in the (piartel. This will 
probably never reach the eyes of any of his friends, but 
I Aviir not mention his name. He was from the little 
town of Esopus, on the Hudson. In 1834 he sailed 
from New- York in the sloop-of-war Peacock for the 
Pacific station ; was transferred to the North Carolina, 
and regularly discharged at Valparaiso ; entered the 
Chilian naval service, and after plenty of fighting and 
no prize-money, shipped on board this brig. I repre- 
sented that he was liable to be Irical for mutiny, and 
had only escaped the stocks by iny hapj>e|^ing to be at 
the port ; that I could do nothing more for him ; and 
he 'might be kept on shore till the vessel sailed, and 
carried on board in irons. It was a critical moment in 
the young man’s life ; and, as one destitute of early op- 
portunities, and whom necessity had probably doomed 
to a wayward life, and, morcc/v’er, as a countryman, I’ 
was anxious to save him from the eHects of headstrong 
passion. The captdin said he was the best sailor on 
board ; and as he was short of hands, I procured from 
him a promise that, if Jemmy would return to his duty, 
he Avould take no notice of what had passed, and would 
give him his discharge at the first phrt where he could 
procure a substitute. 

Fortunately, in the afternoon Captain D’Yriarte was 
suiriciently recovered to sail, and before going on board 
my vessel I took Jempiy to his. Slie was the dirtiest 
vessel I ever saw, and her crew a fair sample of the 
villanous sailors pickcil up in the ports of the Pacific. 
Among them, and as bad as any in appearance, was 
another country man, Jemmy’s American accomplice. 
VoL. I.— U u 29 
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I did not wonder that Jemmy was discontented ; I left 
him on board in a bad condition, but, unfortunately, I 
afterward heard of him in a worse. 

A few strokes of the oar ])rought me on board our ves- 
sel, and, as before, with the evejiing.breezc we got under 
way. The vessel in which I embarked was called La 
Cosmopolita. She Avas a goelettc brig, and the only 
vessel that bore on the Pacific the Central American 
flag. She was built in England for a cutter, and call- 
ed the Britannia. By some accident she reached tlie 
Pacific Ocean, w’as bought by the State of San Salva- 
dor when at w ar with (inatimala, and called by that 
state\s Indian name of Cnscaflan. Afterward she was 
sold to an IJJnglishman, who called her Eugenia ; and 
by him to Captain D’Vriart(\ wdio ctlUod her La Cos- 
mopolita. 

My first night on board was not j)articnlarly agreea- 
ble. I 'was the only cabin passenger ; but, b(\sides lln^ 
bugs that always infest an old vessel, 1 liad in my 
berth mo.v’hetoes, spide'rs, ants, and cockroaches. Yet 
there is no part of my lour upon wliicli I look back 
with so rniieh (piiet salisfactiou as* this voyage on t]u‘ 
Pacific. I had on board Gil Bias and Don Cinixotc in 
the original, and all day J sat under an awming, my at- 
tention divided beUveen them and the great range of 
gigantic volcanoes wliich Mud the coast. B(‘forc this 
became tedious we reached the Gnlf of Papajayo, the 
only outlet by which the w* ds" of the Atlantic pass 
over to the Pacific, The dnlphin, the most ])(*autiful 
fish that swims, pla} 'd under onr brnvs and stern, and 
accompanied us siowly alongside*. Hut the sailors hud 
no respect for his trolden back. The mate, a murder- 
ous young Frenchman, stood for hours w illi a harpoon 
in his aand, drove it into several, and at length brought 
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one on board. The king c)f the sea seemed# conscious 
of his fallen state ; his beautiful colours faded, and^ he 
became spotted, and at last heavy and lustreless, like 
any other dead fish. 

Wc passed in regular succession the volcanoes of Sau 
Salvador, San Vicente, San iNIigind, Telega, Momotom- 
bo, Managua, Nindiri, Masaya, and Nicaragua, each 
one a noble spectacle, and all together forming a chain 
with which no other in the world can be compared ; 
indeed, this coast has well been described as ^‘bristling 
with volcanic cones.” For two days we lay with sails 
flapping in sight of Cape Blanco, llie upper headland 
of the (rulf of Nic'oya. On the afternoon of the thirty- 
first Ave entered the gulf. On a line with the point of 
the cape was an island of rock, with high, i)arc, and 
precipitous sides, and tin; top covered with verdure. 
It was about sunset ; f<»r nearly an hour the sky and sea 
seenu‘(l hla'/ing with the redectioii of the departing lu- 
miiiary, and tlie island of rocks st cin(‘d lik(' a fortress 
Avith 1un(*ts. It was a gloriods farewell vii;\v. I had 
j)asscd my last iiiglit on the Paeilic, and the highlands 
of the Oiilf of Niebya closed around us. 

Jilarly in the morning avc had the tuh' in our favour, 
and very soon leaving the main body t)l the gulf, turn- 
ed off to the right, and entered a beautiful little cove, 
forming the harbour of Caldera. In front avus the range 
of mountains of Aguacate, on the left the old }>ort of 
Pont Arenas, tand tni the right the Voleuno of San Pablo, 
On the slune avus a long low house set upon piles, with 
a tile roof, and near i| w»'» “ thn-e or four thatched huts 
and two canoes. We a'*'‘hored in fr ^ut of the houses, 
and apparently vvillnsat . :;citing the atteniioa of a soul 
on shore. 

All the ports of Central America on the Pacific are 
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iinhealthyc but this was considered deadly. I had en- 
tered without apprehension cities where the plague was 
raging, but here, as I looked ashore, there was a death- 
like stillness that was startling. To spare me the ne- 
cessity of sleepiiig at tlie port, tiie captain sent the boat 
ashore with my servant, to procure mules Avith which I 
could proceed immediately to a hacienda tAvo leagues 
beyond. 

Our boat had hardly started before avc suav three men 
coming doAvn to the share, Avho presently put off in a 
canoe, met our boat, turned her back, and boarded us 
themselves. Tliey Avere two paddles and a soldier, the 
latter of Avhoin informed llie captain that, by a late de- 
cree, no passenger Avas permitted to land without the 
special permission of the government, for which it Avas 
necessary to send an application b; the capital, and Avait 
on board for an aiisw('r. lie added that the last atsscI 
was full of passengers, avIio Averc obliged to remain 
tAvelvc days before the permission was rci-eived. 1 Avas 
used to ve;xalioiis in traAVlling, but I could not bear this 
(piietly. The captain made a liold attempt in my fa- 
A’our by saying that h(' had no passtmgers ; that lu'. had 
on board the Minister of the United States, Avho Avas 
making the tonr of Central America, and who had been 
treated Avith courtesy in Guatimala and San Salvador, 
and that it Avonld be an indignity for the goA'crmnent of 
Costa Rica not to yicrmit Ins landing. lie Avrotc to the 
same effect to the captain of tin port, Avho, on the return 
of the soldier, came off himself. I Avas almost sick AAnth 
A^xation, and the capluin of liie port finished two glasses 
of wine before I tiad courage to introduce the subject. 
He answered Avith great courtesy, regretting that the 
law Avas imperative, and lluit he had no discretion. I 
replied that the hnv VAas intended to prevent the en- 
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trance of seditious persons, emigres, and ^expulsados 
from other states, who might disturb the j)eace of Costa 
llica, but that it could not contemplate a case like mine, 
at the same time laying great stre^ss upon my offiicial 
character. Fortunately for me, h*e had a high sense of 
the respect due to that character, and, though holding a 
petty ofFice, had a feeling of pride that his state should 
not be consid(ired wanting in courtesy to an accredited 
stranger. For a long time he was at a loss what to do ; 
but finally, after much deliberation, he riRpiested me to 
wait till morning, when he would despatch a courier to 
advise tlic government of tin' circumstances, and would 
take upon himself the res*ponsibility of permitting me to 
land. h'earful of some accident or some change of pur- 
pose, ind anxious to get my feet on shore, I suggested 
that, in order to avoid travelling in the lu.’at of the day, 
it would be better to sle(‘p on shore', to ])e ready for an 
early start, to which he assented. 

In tlie afternoon the captain look me ashore. At the 
first lionise we saw two eaiidlVs lighted to burn at the 
body of a dead man. All Avhom we saw were ill, and 
all complained tha-t the place was fatal to human life. 
In fact, it was almost deserted; and, notwithstanding 
its advantages as a port, government, a few days after- 
ward, issued an order for breaking*it up, and removing 
back to tlie old port of Pont Arenas*. The captain was 
still suffering from fever and ague, and would not on any 
account reiiuun after dark. 1 was so rejoiced to find 
myself on shore, that if I had met a deatli*s head at every 
slop it would liardly have iuriied me hack. 

The last stranger at the port was a distinguished 
American. Ilis Handy ; I had first heard of 

him at the Cape of Goon Hope, hunting giraffes, after- 
ward met him in New-\ork, and regretted exceedingly 
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to niiss hirfi here. He had travelled from ih'e United 
States through Texas, INIexico, and Central America, 
with an elepliant and two dromedaries as his lilc lead- 
ers ! The elephant was the iirst ever seen in Central 
America, and I often heard of liim hi tlie Pueblos under 
the name of El Dcnionio. Six days before, Mr. Handy, 
with his interesting family, had embarked for Peru, and 
perhaps he is at this moment crossing the pampas to 
Brazil. 

Determined not to lose sight of my friend the captain 
of the port, with my luggage at my heels 1 ^valked 
down the beach for the custom^liouse. It was a frame 
building, about forty feet longj and stood at a little dis- 
tance above high-water mark, on piles about six fe(!t 
above ground. It was the gathering-place of dilferent 
persons in the employ of the govtuunnent, civil and mil- 
itary, and of two or three \vomen employed by them. 
The military foree eonsisted of the captain of the port 
and the soldier wlio ];oardcd us, so that T had not much 
fear of being sent back* at the point of the bayonet. 
During the evening a luHv difficulty arose about my ser- 
vant ; but, considering myself tolerably secure, I insisted 
that lie was my suite, and obtained permission for him to 
accompany me. My host gave me a bedstead, with a 
bull’s hide for a l)(*d.' It was a warm niglit, and I placed 
it opposite an open door, an I looked out upon the wa- 
ter of the gulf. The wave.'> were breaking gently upon 
tlie shore, and it was beautilul m see the Cosmopolita 
, riding quietly at iicr anchor, without even TIezoos or the 
luggage in her. 

At two o’clock m the morning we rose, and before 
throe wc started. The tide was low, and for some dis- 
tance we rode along the shore by moonlight. At day- 
bght we overtook the courier sent to give advice of loy 
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coming ; in an hoar crossed the river of • J^sus Maria, 
and at seven o’clock stopped lo breakfast at the hacien- 
da of the same name. 

It was a miscrabh^ shell, with an arbonr of branches 
around it, but had an appearance ?)f (-leanliness and com- 
fort ; and 'IIczoos told nn^ that the proprietor had on it 
two thousand head of cattle, and owned all the land 

over which we had riddcui from the sea. 'llezoos was 

\ 

quite at liomc ; and, as he afterward told me, he had 
once wanted to marry one of tin* daughters ; but the fa- 
ther and mother objected, because^ he was not good 
enough. He added that they ^ycYr. surprised at seeing 
him return in such prosperous f-iremnstaTl(*es, and that 
the daughter told him she had always rt'fused to marry 
any <.iie else on account of h(‘r alTectinn for him. 

While breakfasting, tlie mother told iiu' of a sick 
daughter, asked me for reiru'dios, and linally requested 
me to g(> in and see her. The door op(*ncd from the 
slied, and all tin', apertures in the room were carefully 
closed, so as to exclude evcmVi brtMth of air. Tlie in- 
valid lay in a bed in one corner, with a cotton covering 
over it like a mos«heto-netliiig, l)nt lower, and pinned 
close all around ; and when the niother raised the cov- 
ering, I encountered a body of hot and umvholesomo 
air that almost ovtHcarne me. The poor girl lav on her 
back, with a cotton slicet wound* ti gl.tly around her 
body ; and already she seemed like om^ laid out for 
burial. She^ was not more than eighteen ; the fever 
had just left lier, her eye still sparkled, but her^face 
was pale, and covered wiih spots, seams, and creases . 
of dirt. She was sulferiTig from iiitertiiitting fever, that 
scourge wliicli breako <h"'vn tlu* (‘onstitutioa and carries 
to the grave thousands of the inhabitants of Central 
America ; and, according to the obstinate prejudice of 
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the country, her face had not been washed lor more 
than two months ! I had often been disgusted with the 
long beards and unwashed faces of fever and ague sub- 
jects, and the ignorance and prejudice of the people 
on medical subjects ; m ilhistrati(>nof which Dr. Driven 
told me of a case of practice by an old quack woman, 
who directed her patient, a rich cattle proprietor, to be 
extended on the ground naked every morning, and a 
bullock to be slaughtered over him, ^o that the blood 
could run warm upon his body. Tlic man submitted 
to the operation more than a hundred times, and was 
bathed with the l)lood of more than a hundred bullocks ; 
afterward he underwent a miich more disgusting pro- 
cess, and, strange to say, he lived. 

But to return : in gemnal my medical practice was 
confined to men, and with them I considered myself a 
powerful practitioner. I did not like prescribing for 
women*, and in this case I striu^k at all the prejudices 
of the country, and cheaperH'd my medical skill by di- 
recting, first, that the pooc girl’s fac(» should be waslied ; 
but I saved mys(df somewhat by making a strong point 
that it should be washed with warm water. Wliether 
they thanked me or not I do not know, but I had my 
reward, for I saw a lovely face, and long afterward I 
remembered the touching expression of her ey(^s, as she 
turned toward me, and listened to the advice I gave her 
mother. 

At ten we resumed otir jourr y. Tlie land was level 
and'rich, but ullculti^ ated. Wc passed several niise^ra- 
ble cattle haciendas, liie jnoprielors of which lived in 
the towns, and kept mim on tlic estate, from lime to 
time, to gather and number the cattle, whicJi roamed 
wild in the woods. At eleven we passed the hacienda 
of San Felippe, b€loi?:fiiig to a Welshman engaged in 
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mining. It was in a large clearing, and a fine situation, 
and its cleanliness, neatness, and good fences showed 
that the Welshman had not forgotten what he had 
learned at home. 

We crossed the river Snrubris and the Kio Grande 
or Machuca, and reached the hacienda of San Mateo, 
situated in the Boca of the mountain of Aguacate, and 
from this place we began to ascend. The road had 
been much improved lately, but the ascent was steep, 
wild, and rugged. As wc toiled up the ravine, we 
heard before us a loud noise, that sounded like distant 
thunder, but regular and continued, and be(.*orning loud- 
er as we advanced ; and at length we came out on a 
small clearing, and saw on tin', side of lh(‘. nioimtain a 
neat frame building of two stories, with a light and 
graceful l)alcony in front; and alongsich; wris the thun- 
dering machine wiiich had startled us by its noise. 
Strangers from the otht'r side of tin* Atlantic^ were pier- 
(diig the side's of the. mountain, and pounding its stones 
into dust to search for g’»ld.* The whole ^-ange, the 
very ground which onr horses spurm-d with their hoofs, 
contained tiiat treasure for whicli man f«)rsakes kindred 
aiureouiitry. 

I rode up to the house and mtrocluc('d myself to Don 
Juan Bardh, the* superinteiKh'iit, a German from Fries- 
l)urg. It was about two u\*h)ek, and excessively hot. 
The hgiise was furnished with chairs, sofa, and books, 
and had in nw eyes a delightful appt'araiiee ; but the 
view without was more so. 'The stn'am which turned 
the immense poinid:ug»mav.;/inc had made the spot, from 
time inunt'morial, a descu. isudera, or resting-place for 
muleteers. All aronii i vere mountains, and directly 
in front one tose n gri'at lieight, rt'ceding, and cov- 
(‘red to th(' top with trees. 

VoL. T.-- X X 
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Don Juan Bardh had been superintendent of the Que- 
brada del Ingen io for about three years. The Company 
which he represented was called the Anglo Costa Rican 
Economical Mining Company. It had been in opera- 
tion these three years without losing anything, which 
was considered d(hng so well that it had increased its 
capital, and was about continuing on a larger scale. 
The machine, Avhich had just been set up, was a new 
German patent, called a Machine for extracting Gold 
by the Zillenthnl Patent Setpacting Cold Amalganiation 
Process (I believe that I have omitted nothing), and its 
great value was that it required no preliminary process, 
but by one continued and simple operation extracted 
the gold from the stone. It Avas an immense wheid of 
cast iron, by wliieh the stone, as it came from the mount- 
ain, was pounded into powder; this passed into troughs 
filled with water, and from them into a reservoir con- 
taining vns<\s, where the gold delach(‘d itself from the 
other particles, and (M)mbin(‘d with tin* quicksihaa Avitli 
whi(;h the .vases were provided. 

There wer(* several iniiirs under Don Juaifs charge, 
and after diinu'r lui accompanied *"100 to that of (>or- 
rallio, wliicli Avas tin* largest, and, fortunately, lay on 
my road. Aftt r a Jiot ride of half aii hour, ascending 
through thick Avoods, AAa3 reached the spot. 

According to tin* opinion of the fcAv geologists who 
have visited that eoiinfry, iiiinieiisc wealth lics*l)uried 
in the mountnir/ of \gnaeate , and so far from being 
hidden, the propri tutors say, its ])laces arc so well mark- 
ed that all Avho search rmiy find. The lodes or min- 
eral veins run rt‘gularly north and south, in ranges of 
greenstone por])hyr) with strata of basaltic {)or|)hyry, and 
average about three f<»et in Avidth. In sorn?* places .side- 
cuts or lat('ral excavaL oils arc made from east to Avest, 
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and in others shafts arc sunk until they stril^e the vein. 
The first opening avc visited was a side-cut four feet 
wide, and penetrating two hundred and forty feet be- 
fore it struck the lode ; but it was so full of water that 
we did not enter. Above it was another cut, and 
higher still a shaft Avas sunk. We descended the shaft 
by a ladder made* of the trunk of a tree, with notches 
cut in it, until we reaeluH] the vein, and followed it with 
a candle as far as it was Avorked. It was about a yard 
wide, and the sides glitterc'd — but it was not with gold ; 
they were of quartz and hddsjiar, inipregnatcd with sul- 
phuret of iron, and gold in siudi small particles as to be 
invisible to the nak(‘d eja*. The most prominent ob- 
jects in these repositori(*s of wealth were naked work- 
men with pickaxes, bending and sweating under heavy 
sacks of stomps. 

ft was late in the afternoon when I came out of the 
shaft Don Juan conducted me by a steep path up the 
side of llie mouiitaiu, to a small tai/h^ of laud, on which 
was a largo building oceupie*! by miners. The view 
was magnificent : below Avas an itnirumse ravine ; above, 
perched oii a pointy like an eagle's nest, the house of 
another superintendent; and on the opposite side the 
great range of the mountains of Candelaria. I Avaitod 
till my mules came up, and Avith many thanks for his 
kindness, bade Don Juan fareAvell.* 

As Ave continued ascending, every moment the view 
liecame more^ grand and beautiful; and suddenly, •from 
a height of six thousand fetM, I lookecl do\Mi upon the 
Paeifi(‘, the Gulf of 1\ a*oya, and, sitting like a bird 
upon the Avater, our brig La Cosmopnlita. And here, 
on the vi'ry highest po-it: , in the. Avildc st and most beau- 
tiful spots that ever men chos“ for their abodes, were 
the huts of the muiers. The sun touehed the sea, light- 
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ed up the gurface of the water, and softened the rugged 
mountains ; it was the most beautiful scene I ever saw, 
and this loveliest view was the last ; for suddenly it be- 
came dark, and very soon the darkest night I ever knew 
came on. As we descended, the woods were so thick 
that even in the daytime they sliut out the light, and in 
some places the road was cut through steep hills higlier 
than our lieads, and roofed over by the dense foliage. 
'Hezoos was before me, with a white hat and jacket, 
and had a wliite dog running by his side, but I could 
not see the outline of his ligiire. The? road was steep 
but good, and I did not }>retend to direct the mule. In 
one of the dark(*st passages 'Iiezoos stopped, and, with 
a voice that made tlie woods ring, cried out ‘‘ a lion,” 
a lion.” I was startled, but he dismounted and lighted 
a cigar. This was cool, I tlionght ; he rfdieved me by 
telling me tliat the lion was a different animal from the 
roarer of tlie Africs'm d(‘sert, small, frighteju'd by a 
shojit, and only ate cliiidren. Long as it scemecl, our 
whole des(!ent did not cecupy three, hours, and at ten 
o’clock we reached lh(‘ house in the Boca de la Mon- 
tagna. It was shut, and all were aslc'^p ; ])ut we knocked 
hard, and a man opened tlie door, and, before we could 
ask any qu(‘stions, disappeared. Once inside, how- 
ever, we meide noise enough to wake everybndv, and 
got corn for the nudes and .i light. TIk'tc was a large 
room open to all eoniers, with three bedsteads, all oc- 
cupied, and two men were* sic ping on the floor. The 
occupant of one of the beds, affer eying rnr' a few nio- 
ments, vacated it, and I look his place. The reader 
must not suppose that I arn perfectly unscrupulous ; ho 
took all his bedclothes, viz., his chamarrr), with him. 
The bed and all its fiuniturrj consisl(‘d of an untanned 
bull’s hide. 



LA OARITA. 


349 


CHAPTER XVIL 

• 

La Garita. — Alajuela. — A friendly People. — Heredia. — Rio Segundo. — Coffee- 
plantations of San Jos6. — The Sacrament for the Dying.— A happy .Meeting. — 
Travelling Embarrassments. — Quarters in a Convent. — Sehor Carillo, Chief of 
State. — Vicissitudes of Fortunei — Visit to Cartage. — Tree Rios. — An unex 
pected Meeting. — Ascent of the Volcano of Cartago.— The Crater. — View of 
the two Seas. — Descent. — Stroll through Cartago. — A Burial. — Another at- 
tack of Fever and Ague. — A Vagabond. — Cultivation of Coffee. 

The next morning we entered an open, rolling, and 
undulating country, which reminded irie of scenes at 
home. At nme o’clock avc came to the brink of a mag- 
nificent ravine, and winding down by a stee|) descent 
of more than fifteen hundred feet, the mountains closed 
around ns and fornied an amphitlicHtrt*. At the bottom 
of the raviiu'. was a rough w^ooden bridge crossing a 
narrow’ stream running betw'cen perpendicular rocks a 
hundred and fifty h'ct high, very |;ietnres(pie, and re- 
minding ifie of Trenton Falls. • 

Wo ascended by a sleep road to the top of the ra- 
vine, wliere a long •)ior*.sc .^tood across the road, so as 
to prevent all passing exee[)t directly through it. It is 
called La Garita, and commands the road from the 
port to the capital. Oilicers arc stationed here to take 
an aeeoiint of merchandise and to examine passports. 
The one then in command had h^st an arm in the ser- 
vice of his country, i. e., in a battle between his own 
town and another fifteen miles off, and the place was 
given to him as a rew ard *' his patriotic services. 

As w^e advanced the onnlry improved, and for a 
league before enterim; Vkijuela it was lined on botli 
sides with houses three or four hundred yards apart^ 
built of sundried bricks, wdiitewashcd, and the fronts of 

\K) 
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some were ornamented with paintings. Several had 
chalked in red on each side of the door the figure of a 
soldier, with his musket shouldered and bayonet fixed, 
large as life and stiff as a marlinet. But all imperfec- 
tions were hidden by rows of trees on both sides of the 
road, many of them bearing beautiful flowers, which in 
some places completely imbowered the houses. The 
fields were cultivated with sugarcane, and every house 
had its little trapiche or sugarmill ; and there were 
marks of carriage-wlieels, and very soon we heard a ve- 
hicle approaching. The creaking of its wheels made al- 
most as much noise as the Ziliehthal Patent Cold Amal- 
gamating Macliiiie in the mountain of Aguacatc. 'i’hcy 
W'ere made of a cut, about ten or twelve inches thick, 
from the trunk of a Guanacaste tree, with a hole in lln^ 
centre, whiidi played upon the axle, almost ad libitum, 
and made the most mournful noise that can be conceiv- 
ed. The body was constructed of sugarcane ; it was 
about four feet high, and drawn by oxen fastentd by 
the horns instead of the meek. 

At the entry of Alajuela I >topped to inquire for one; 
bearing a naTiic immortal in the hit^tory of the Sjnmish 
conquest. Tt Avas the name of Alvarado. Whether lu^ 
was a descendant or not I do not know, nor did he ; and 
strange to say, tliongh I met several bearing tliat name, 
not one attempted to traca? his lineage to the conqueror. 
Don Ramon Alvarado, however, avus recomTii(‘nd(‘d to me. 
for qualities which allied him ii. character, with his great 
namesake, lie* was the courier of the Englisli Mining 
Company for Serap<*i)iu ami the River St. Juan, one 
of the wildest roads in all C<*ntral America. 

Next to the advartage of lh<? scai voyage, my princi- 
pal object in leaAurm Zonzonate was to ae(piire some 
information in regard o the canal route ])etwecn the 
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Atlantic and Pacific by means of the Lake Nicara- 
gua and the Eiver San Juan, and my business With Al- 
varado was to secure him as a guide to the port of San 
Juan. In half an hour all these arrangements were 
made, the day fixed, and half the cr)ntract-moncy paid. 
In the mean time 'Hezoos was busily engaged in draw- 
ing a black glazed covering over my hat, and fixing in 
it an American eagle which I had taken off on sliip- 
board. 

There arc four cities in Costa Rica, all of which lie 
within the spac'c of fifU'en leagues; yet each has a dif- 
ferent climate and different productions. Including the 
suburbs, Alajuela contains a popubition of about 10,000. 
J'he |)laza was bi'aulifully situated, and the cliurch, the 
eabildo, and the houses fronting it were liandsfuiui. The 
latter were', long and low, with broad piazzas and large 
wiiuh)ws, having balconies made of \vo()d(m bars. It 
was Sunday, and the iiiliabitants, cleanly dressed, were 
sittijig on lli(* piazzas, or, witli doors wide oj)en, recli- 
ning in nammocks, or on hiucK-baeked W'ooden settees 
inside, ddie women wer<' dressed like ladies, and some 
were handsome, anti all white. A rcsp(‘etabie-looking 
old man, standing in tlie door of on»' c)i’ ih(‘ best houses, 
called out ‘CVinigo,’’ “friend,’^ and asloai us who ^ve 
were, wheiuje we. ('ame, and AvliilliV'r w e w'ere going, 
recommending us to ( rod at partinsf ; and all along the 
street w'c wa*n* aecost«ul in the same friendly spirit. 

At a distapee of lliree h‘agiies we^ passtal through 
Hertalia without dismounting- 1 had ritldeii all day 
with a feeling nf exjtiaoi dUiary satisfaetion ; and if 
such wer(‘ my feelings v, hat must have been those of 
'Hezoos ? lie, wuis r t’ » iimg to Ins ('ountry, with his 
love for it increa-;.'d by absei.ee and hardship away 
from hointv All the Avay he nu't old accpiainlances 
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and friend,*?. He was a good-looking fellow, dashing- 
ly dressed, and wore a basket-hiltcd Peruvian sword 
more than six feet long. Behind him was strapped a 
valise of scarlet cloth, with black borders, part of the 
uniform of a Peruvian soldier. It would have been cu- 
rious to remember how many times he told his story : 
of military service and two battles in Peru ; of impress- 
ment for the navy and desertion ; a voyage to Mexico, 
and his return to Guatimala by land ; and always con- 
cluded by inquiring a])out Ins wife, from whom he had 
not heard since he left home, “ le ])ubre” being regu- 
larly his last Avords. As we approacht'd his home Ins 
tenderness for la ])overa increased. He could not pro- 
cure any direct intellig<mee of lu'r ; but one good-na- 
tured friend suggested tliat she. had pro’oably married 
some one cls(*, and that Ik^ Avould only disturb the 
peace of the family ])y his n^turn. 

A league beyond Heredia wo came', to another great 
ravine. We descended, and crossed a bridge over 
the Rio Segundo. A fcAv months b(‘fore, this river 
had risen suddejily and without any a})part*iit cause, 
swept away a house and family nt:‘ar the bridge, and 
carried with it coiisternalion and death. But little is 
knoAvn of the g(-ogruphy of the iriteriot of the country, 
and it is supposed that a lake had burst its Iiounds. 
Rising upon the oilier sidc,Tlczoos pointed out the scene 
of the battle in which the oflicer at La (Jarita had lost 
his arm, and in which he hims. if had lal^en part, and, 
being a San Jose man, he spoke of the peojile of the 
other town as an Englishman in Ijord Nelson’s time 
would of a Fr nchman. 

On the top of the avinc we came* upon a large table 
of land covered with ih<‘ rich cofftaNplantalions of San 
Jos^. It Avas laid cm. '?:to .s(pn;re.s of tAvo hundred feet, 
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enclosed by living fences of trees bearing flj^wers, with 
roads sixty feet wide ; and, except llie small horsepath, 
the roads had a sod of unbroken green. The deep 
green 4|f the colTee-plantations, the sward of ‘the roads, 
and the vistas throngli the; trees* at all the crossroads 
were lovely ; at a distance on each side were mount- 
ains, and in front, rising above all, was the great Vol- 
cano of Cartago. It was about the same hour as when, 
the day before, from the toj) of the. mountain of Agua- 
cate, I had looked down into great ravines and over 
the tops of high mountains, and seen the Pacific Ocean. 
This was as soft as that was wild ; and it addressed it- 
self to other senses than* tin' siglit, lor it w^as not, like 
the rest of Central America, r(*trogradi!ig and going to 
ruin, !)Ut smiling as the reward of industry. Seven 
years lx fore the wdiolr; plain was an open waste. 

At the end c‘f this table of land wi*. saw'' San .lose on 
a j>lai]i below' us. On the top of the hill we passed a 
hous(^ w'itli an arch of fiow'ors before the door, indica- 
ting that within lay one wanting to r(‘eeive the last sac- 
rament before going to his final accrount'^ii another 
world. Desct'ndiiig, w'»‘ saw^ at a distance a long pro- 
cession, headed by a cross with tlie figure of the Sa- 
viour crucified. # It a])proaehcd wdlh tlic music of vio- 
lins and a loud chorus of voices, add wais escorting the 
priest to the house of the dying maH. As it approach- 
ed, horsemen pulled off their hats and pedestrians fell 
on their knees. We met it near a narrow bridge at the 
foot of the hill. The sun w'as Iow% Init its last rays 
were scorching in the naked iu-ad. The priest was 
carried in a sedan efum. We waited till he passed, 
and taking advarii.»gi <*’’ a. break in tin; procession, 
crossed the bridgi;, ])assetl a long file of men and long- 
er of w^omen, and being some distance ahead, I put on 
VoL. L—Y V 
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my hat. ^ fanatic fellow, with a scowl on his face, 
cried out, quiteze sij sombrero/' take off your hat." 
I answered by s})iirring my liorse, and at the same mo- 
ment the whole pr()(*ession was thrown into co]|fusion. 
A woman darted frointlHi line, and 'Hezoos sprang from 
his horse and eanglit her in his arms, and hugged and 
kissed her as mneh as decency in the public streets 
would allow. To my great surprise, the Avoman was 
only his cousin, and s1h‘ told liim that his Avife, Avho was 
the principal milliner in the place, Avas on before in the 
procession. 'He/oos was beside himself; ran l)aek, ro 
turned, caught his horse, and dragged the beast after 
him ; then mounting and spuri'ing, begged rrui to Imrry 
on and let him go back to his Avife. Entering the toAvn, 
^ve passed a respectabh'dooldmg house, Avhere four or 
five Avell-dressed AAamien Avere sitting on the piazza. 
They screamed, MIezoos drove his mule up the steps, 
and throwing himself off, eml)raced them all around. 
After a few hurried Avords, he embrari'd them all ov(t 
again. Some male frieii/ls attem]>ted to liaul him off, 
but he returned to the Avomeii. In faert, the poor felloAv 
seemed beside himself, thougli I equld not but obse^ 
that there Avas iiu'thod in his madness; for, after 
rounds Avitli the Aa^ry respectable old Jadies, ho aban- 
doned them, and dr^tgging forAvard a very pretty young 
girl with his arms« around iier Avaist, and kissing h(?r 
every moment, told me she Avas the apprentice of hi.s 
Avife ; and though at evt^ry kiv^' he asked Iier (piestioiis 
about Ids Avife, he did not AA^ait for ansAVers, and the 
kis.se.s Avore repeaTed iaster than the questions. During 
all this time I at on my hoi-sc h/oking on. Doubtless 
it was very pleasant for him, but I ])egan to be impa- 
tient ; .seeing Avhieh, lie tore himself aAvay, mounted, 
and, accompanied b; iialf a dozen of his friends, he 
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again led the way. As we advanced* his^ friends in- 
creased. It was rather vexatious, but I could not dis- 
turb him in the sweetest pleasures in life, the welcome 
of friends after a long absence. Crossing the plaza, 
two or three soldiers of his old cJrnpany, leaning on the 
railing of the quartcl, cried out coinpariero, and, with 
the sergeant at their head, passed over and joined us. 
We crossed the plaza with liftecn or twenty in our 
suite, or, rather, in his suite, some of whom, particu- 
larly tlie sergeant, in compliment to him, were civil to 
me. 

While he had so many friends to welcome him, I had 
none. In fact, I did n(*)t know where I sliould sleep 
that night. In the large towns of Central America I 
was aiways at a loss whore to stop. 'J'hroughout the 
(U)imtry the travclh^r finds no public accommodation 
save thc.cabildo and a jar of wat(‘r. Everything else he 
must carry witli liim, or pureliasc on the spot — if he can. 
But in the large towns he has not tliis resource, for it is 
not considered respectable slop at the eabildo. I 
had letters of recoinmendation, but it was excessively 
disagreeable to piK'sent one from the back of a mule 
with my luggage at my heels, as it was, in fact, a 
draught at sight for board and lodging. 

'Hezoos had told mo that there was an old chajiiton, 
i. c., a person from Spain,' in whose house I could have 
a room to myself, and pay for it ; but, unh^rtuiialely, 
time had iniulc its changes, and the old Spaniard had 
been gone so long that the oe-cupants of his house did 
not know what had oi him. 1 had counted 

upon him with so mucii '‘^rtaiuty tliat I had not taken 
out my letters of i(^rof'..iieiidation, and did not even 
know the names of the. ]iersons to whom they were ad- 
dressed. The cura wa.s at his liaeieuda^ and his house 
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shut up ; a padre who had been in the United* States 
was sick^ and could not receive any one ; my servanVs 
friends all recommended dilFereiit persons, as if I had 
the whole town at my disposal ; and principally they 
urged me to honour With my company the chief of the 
state. In the midst of this street consultation, I longed 
for a hotel at a hundred dollars a day, and the govern- 
ment for paymaster. 'Hezoos, wlio was all the time in 
a terrible hurry, after an animated interlude with some 
of his friends, spurred his mule and hurried me back, 
crossed a corner of tlie plrr/a, turned down a street to 
the right, stopped opposite a small house, where he dis- 
mounted, and begging me to’* do the same, in a mo- 
ment the saddles wi'rc whipped off and carried inside. 
I was ushered into the lious(g and seated on a low chair 
in a small room where a dozen women, friends of 'Hc- 
zoos and liis \vift‘, were waiting to ^velcomc him to his 
home. lie told me that he did not know where his 
house was, or that it had an extra room, till he learn- 
ed it from his friend.s ; and carrying my luggage into 
a little dar£ apartment, said tliat I could have that to 
myself, and that he, and his wibg and all his friends 
would Avait upon rno, and that I could be more comfort- 
able than in any house in San Jose. I was excessively 
tired, having made three days’ journey in two, worn 
out with the worry of searching for a resting-place, and 
if I had been younger, and had no character to lose, I 
should not have giver myself ai.y fartlicr trouble ; 
unfortunately, the dignity of ofiice might havt; been 
touched by remaining in the house of rny servant ; and, 
besides, I coul : not move without nmning against a 
woman; and, more ^ban all, TIezoos threw his arms 
around any one he chose, and kissed her as much as 
he pleased. In the rn/c’-tof my irresolution “ le po- 
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hre^’ herself arrived, and half the women in Jhe proces- 
sion, amateurs of tender scenes, followed. I shall not 
attempt to describe the meeting. 'Ilezoos, as in duty 
bound, forsook all the rest, and notwithstanding all 
that he had done, wrapped her little figure in his arms 
as tightly as if he liad not looked at a woman for a 
month ; and le pobre 1 j^ in his arms as happy as 
if there were no pretty cousins or apprentices in the 
world. 

All this was too much for me : I worked my way out 
of doors, and after a consultation with the sergeant, 
ordered my horse to be saddled, and riding a third 
time across the plaza, stopped ])efor(^ the convent of 
Don Antonio Castro. 'L’lu' woman wlio opened the 
door said that the padre was not at home. [ answered 
that I would walk in and wait, and ordered my luggage 
to be set down on tlu; portico. She invitt'd me inside, 
ami 1 ord<'r(‘d the luggage m after me. The room oc- 
cupied nearly tin^ whoU* front of llic convent, and be- 
sirles some pictures of sainls,*il.s only furniture Avas a 
large Avoodeii table, and a long, high-l)acked, woodeii- 
bottomed settee. I* laid my pistols and spurs upon the 
table, and stretching myself upon live st'ltee, waited to 
Aveleome the ])adre to his house. 

It was some tinn^ after dark wlien lie returned. Ho 
was surprised, and evidently did noT know what to do 
with me, but seemed to roeogiiise the prineiple that 
possession is pine points of the law, 1 saw, however, 
that his (unharrassinent Avas not from Avaiit of hospital- 
ity, bill from a belief ^thai iiv- conhl not make me com- 
fortable. Ill Co«ta llic'i padres arc poor, and 1 af- 
terward hnirned that tV.er u is unusual lor a stranger to 
plant himself upon 1 have since thought that the 

Padre Castro must have coiisitiered mo particularly 
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cool; but, rat all events, his nephew coming in soon 
after, they forthwitii procured me chocolate. At each 
end of the long room was a small one, one occupied by 
the padre and the otJier by his nephew. The latter va- 
cated his ; and with a few pieces from the padrc^s, they 
fitted me up so well, that when I lay down I ^jongratii- 
lated myself upon my forcible entry ; and probably be- 
fore they had recovered fromihcir surprise I was asleep. 

My arrival was soon known, and the next morning I 
received several invitations to the houses of residents — 
one from the lady of Don Manuel de Agiiila ; but I was 
so well pleased witli ihe convent that I was not dispo- 
sed to leave it. As a matter of course, I soon ])(n‘arnc 
known to all the fori'iirn residents, who, howev(*r, were 
but four; ]M<‘ssrs. Stoip(*l and tS([uire, a Cerinan and 
an Englishman, associated in business; Mr. Wallen- 
stein, (jlernian ; and tin* fourth was a country man, Mr. 
Lawrence, from Middletown, Connccticnt. All liveal 
with Mr. St«d])el ; and 1 had irnnif'diately a general 
invitation ^c) make his hoflse my home. 

San Jose is, 1 believe, the only city tliat has grown 
up or even improvt'd since tlie independeru'e of Central 
America. Under the S])anish dominion (’artago was 
the royal capital ; but, on the breaking out of the revo- 
lution, the fervour o/ patriotism was so hot, that it was 
resolved to abolish Ibis memorial of colonial servitude, 
and e.stablish the eapilal at San Jose. Their local ad- 
vantages are perhaps equal. C urtago is iiearer the At- 
lantic, and San Jose the Pacific ; ljut they are only six 
leagues apart. '^’hc buildings jn Sim .lose all 
republican; there is not one <ff any grandeur (jr archi- 
tectural beauty ; and the churches arc inferior to many 
erected by the Spaniards in the smalhrst villagi^s. Nev- 
ertheless, it exhilut»aJ a developineiit of resources And 
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an appearance of business unusual in this lethargic 
country ; and there was one house in the plaza which 
showed that the owner had been abroad, and had re- 
turned with his mind so liberalized as to adopt the im- 
provements of other countries, and build differently 
from th^ custom of his fathers and the taste of his 
neighbours. 

My first visit of ccremotiy was to Schor Carillo, the 
Gefe del Estado. The Stale of Costa Rica enjoy- 
ed at that time a degree of prosperity unequalled by 
any in the disjointed confedt^racy. At a safe distance, 
without wealth enough to excite cupidity, and with a 
large tract of wilderness to protect it against the march 
of an invading army, it had escaped the tumults and 
wars which desolated and devastated the other slates. 
Ami yet, but two years before, it had had its own rev- 
x>lutiou : a tumultuous soldiery (mtered the plaza, and 
shoiiliiig Abajocon Agiiila, viva Carillo, my friend Don 
Manuel was driven out by ])ayon(‘ts and banished from 
the slate, and Carillo instalhuHu his])lace ; J^e appoint- 
ed his father-in-law, a quiet, resptu’table old man, vice- 
chief ; called the sbldi(^ry, ollicers, civil and military, 
into tlie plaza, and all went through the solemn farce 
of swearing fealty to the Constitution. The time fixed 
])y the Constitution for holding new elections came, but 
they wt're not permitted to be Indd ; having tried tliis 
oiiee and faih'd, he d(»t»s not mean to run tlio risk of an- 
otlier ; and probably he will hold on til] he is turned out 
by the same foiee that rut him in. In the mean time, 
he uses prudent pieequUous : does not permit emigres, 
nor revolutionists, nor suspected jicrsons from other 
stales to enter his domii. ons; has sealed up the press, 
arid imprisons or btidSuC' . under pain of death if they 
return, all who speak loud against the government. 



360 


INCIDENTS OP TRAVEL. 


He was, about fifty, short and stout, plain, but careful 
in his dress, and with an appearance of dogged resolu- 
tion in his face. His house w,as republican enough, 
and had nothing to distinguish it from that' of any other 
citizen ; in one part his wife had a little store, and 
in the other was his olFice for government ^business. 
It was not larger tlian the counting-room of a third-rate 
merchant, and he had three clerks, who at the mo- 
ment of my entering were engaged writing, while he, 
with his coat otf, was looking over papers. He had 
heard of my coining, and welcomed me to Costa Rica. 
Though the law under which I came near being detain- 
ed at the port was uppermost in my mind, and I am 
sure was not forgotten by him, neither of us referred to 
it. He inquir(‘<l particularly about Guatimala; and, 
though syiin)alhizing in the policy of that state, hud no 
good opinion of Carrera. He was nnconiproinising in 
his hostility to General Morazan and the Federal Gov- 
erinnent, and, in fact,' it seemed to me that he was 
against an^^ general goveiairnent, and strongly impressed 
with the idea that Costa Rica could stand alone ; 
doubtless belit.'ving tlial the state, ttr, which is the same 
thing, he himself, could disburse tlie revenues better 
than any other authority. Indeed, this is the rock on 
which all the politicians of Central America split : theri‘. 
is no such thing as'nutional feelwig. Every stale would 
be an empire ; the olficers of state cannot bro k su]>e- 
riors ; a chief of th * state cannot brook a prc^sidimt. 
He had not sent deputies to the Convention, and did 
not intend to do so ; but said that Costa Rica would 
remain neutral until the other states had settled their 
difTieulties. lie sp«Ae with much interest of the ini- 
proven nt of the roods, j arlicularly to the ports on the 
Atlantic and Facifie, nod expressed great satisfaction at 



VICISSITUDES OP FORTUNE. • 361 


the project of the Britisli goverament, which #I mention- 
ed to him, of sending steamboats to connect the West 
India Islands with the American coast, which, by touch- 
ing at the port of San Juan, could bring his secluded 
capital within eighteen or twenty days of New-York. 
In fact, usurper and despot as he is, Carillo works hard 
for the good of the slate, and for twelve hundred dol- 
lars a year, with perquisites, and Icav^e to be his own 
paymaster. In the mean time, all who do not interfere 
Avith him are protected. A few who cannot submit to 
despotism talk of leaving the country; but the great 
mass are contented, and the state prospers. As for 
mvself, T admire him. In th.at country the alternative 
is a str'^ng government or nom; at all. Throughout his 
<tate r lelt a sense of personal security, Avhich I did not 
enjoy m any c)tlu!r. For tlui benefit of travellers, may 
iu' live a thousand years ! 

In the afternoon I dined Avitli the foreign residents at 
the. hous'' of Mr, St«‘ip(d. This gentleman is an in- 
•^tmico of the vicissitude's of foftime. He is^ native of 
ILinover. At fiftr'eri he left college and entered the 
Prussian army ; fought at Dresden and licipsie ; and at 
the battle? of Waterloo received a ball in his brain, from 
which, unforlnnalt'ly, only within the iiu^ulh preceding, 
he lost the use', of one eye. Disa])led for three years by 
Ills wound, on his recovery, Avith three companions, he 
sailed fir Soirth Am'‘ricn, and entered the PeruAnan 
army, married a Hija del Sol, Daugljter of the Sun, 
turiu'd merchant, and came to Sen Joso, Avhero he was 
then living in a sty’c pi biuropf^ln hos]Mta]ity. I shall 
lose all reputatioji as a c'ntimental travcdler. but I can- 
not lielp mentioning hou, urably c'very man wdio gave 
me a good diniiei ; aua \.Itli this determination I shall 
ofleu.d the reader but once more. 

VoL. T.~z z <n 
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Early tfe next morning, accompanied by my coun- 
tryman Mr. Lawrence, and nioiint('d on a noble mule 
lent me. by Mr. Steipel 1 set oiV for Cartago. We left 
the city by a long, well-paved street, and a little beyond 
the suburbs passed a neat coiree-plantation, which re- 
minded me of a Continental villa. It was tho property 
of a Frenchman, wlio died just as he completed it ; but 
his w’idow had provided another master for his house 
and father for liis children. C)ii both sides Avere mount- 
ains, and in front was tlie great Volcano of Cartago. 
The fields were cultivated Avith corn, plantains, and po- 
tatoes. The latter, though indigenous, and noAv scatter- 
ed all oA^er Europe;, is no loug('r the food of the natives, 
and but rarely found in Spanish America. The Cartago 
potatoes are of good flavour, but not larger than a hic-k- 
ory nut, doubtless from tie* Avant of care, in cultivating 
tlieni. Wc passed a Canipo Santo, a square cnelosnrc; 
of mud-walls whitcnvaslied, ajid eamc; to an Indian vil- 
lage, the first I had sf‘eu in (.a>sta Rica, and miK*h better 
than any the other sthles, the houses being of tejas, 
mor(; substantial, and tin' inha!>itants having elotlu's on. 

Half Avay bi'tween San Jose and 'Cartago Ave reached 
tlie village of Tres Rios. From this place the road Avas 
more broken, without fences, and the land but little eiil- 

tiATited. 

Entries haA’e licen found in the records of (kirtago 
dated in lobS, which sIjoav it i.o be tlie oldest city in 
Central Amerie^a. ''oming fre^m San Jose, its ajipear- 
ance Avas that of an ancient city. 'The. ehur<*lies Avere 
large and iriqjos: y. : houses Jiad yard- walls as liigh 

ai5 themselA'(*s * and its quiet Avas extraordinary. We 
rode hp a a ery long stri^et Avithont seeing a single per- 
son, ai 1 tin* cross-.s.« e<*(.s, extending to a great distniieo 
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both ways, were d (isolate. A single h()rseman crossing 
at some distance was an objee.t to fix onr attentmn. 

The day before we had met at San Jos6 Dr. Bridley, 
the only foreign resident in Cartago, who had promised 
to procure a guide, and make artangenuails for ascend- 
ing the Volcano of Cartages ; and we found that, besides 
doing all that he had promised, he was himself prepared 
to go witli ns. Wliile dinner was pre})aring, Mr. L. and 
T visited anotln'r countryman, Mr. Jjovel, a gentleman 
whom I kiKiw in New-York. lie had bronglit with him 
a newly-married wife, a young lady from New-York, 
whom, to my surprise and witli grt;;\t })l('asure, I recog- 
nised as an accpiaintaneci*; very slight, it is true ; but the 
merest personal knowledge*, so far irom home, was al- 
most enougli to ednstitute an intimacy. SIk* had en- 
coimUTt'd many hardships, and h«'r home was inde(*d in 
a strange land ; hut slu* hore all witli tin* spirit of a 
Woman '.dio had gi\(*n up all for om.*, and was content 
with tltc exchange. Th(*ir house ivas situated (^n one 
sid(^ of the plaza, command ivg a vi(wv of the volcano 
almost from its base to its top, and, though om* cd' the 
best in the place^ the rent \vas only six dollars per 
montli. 

Immediately after dinner we set (^ut to ascend the 
volcano. It ^\as necessary to sh*^]) en route, and INIr. 
Ijovel furnished me w ith a poiieha irom Mexico for 
covering, ainl a bear’s skin from the Hooky Mountains 
for a bed. 

Passing dov/n the principal street, we crossed in 
front of the Cathedral, immediat*'ly began to as- 

cend. Very S(^on wa* r. ached a height which com- 
mandcal a view ol a : iv 'r, a village, and an extensive 
valley not visibb* A»u» tla* jilaiii below. The sides of 
the voh^aiKJ are narticularly favourabh'. for cattle; and 


/ 


/ 
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while the plains below were unappropriated, all the way 
up were potreros or pasliirc-groimds, and huts occu- 
pied by persons who had charge of the cattle. 

Our only anxiety was lest Ave slionld lose our Avay. 
A fcAV months before \ny companions hud attempted to 
ascend Avith Mr. Handy, but, by the ignorance of their 
guide, got lost ; and after AA-andering the whole night 
on the sides of the Aadeaiio, returned Avithout reaching 
the top. As Ave asceiid(‘d the teniperaliire became 
colder. I put on rny jioiieha ; before Ave reached our 
stopping-place my teeth Avere ehalltTing, and before 
dismounting I had an ague. The situation Avas most 
wild and romantic, hanging oil the sid(j of an immense 
ravine ; but I Avould have t‘xehang(‘d its beauties for a 
blazing coal fire. The hut Avas tlie highest on the 
mountain, built of mud, Avilh no ojxujing Imt llu' dooi 
and the (*raeks in tlui Avail. ( )|)];(;sil(‘ tin' door was a 
figure of tiie Virgin, arid on each side Avas a franu? for 
a bed ; on om3 of them my friends sjn^'ad llui lu ar’s 
skin, and tumbling me upon it, Avrapjxaj m(‘ up in the 
poncha. I^iad pr<unised rnyscdf a social (‘vening ; but 
Avho can be .sure of an hour of jilewsure ? I Avas rn- 
tirely unfit for use ; l^ut my friends mad(i me sorm^ hot 
tea ; the place avus perfectly quiet ; and, upon tluj Avliole, 
I had as comfortable 'a cliill and fever as I ever ex})e- 
rienccd. 

Before daylight we resumed onr journey ; tlie. road 
was rough and preripbous ; in o:ui place a tornad(j had 
swept the inounlain, uimI the tr *t3s lay across tlu' road 
so thickly as make it almost impassable; Ave Avere 
obliged to disme int, and eliuib over some and <‘reep un- 
der olluTs. Beyond "l;is we came into an ojxm r(‘gion, 
where nothing but eedar and thorns grew ; and liero 1 
saAV Avhort[eberrie.s for dr, first time in Central America. 
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In that Wild region there was a charm* in seeing any- 
thing that was familiar to me at home, and I should 
perhaps have become sentimental, but they were hard 
and tasteless. As we rose we entered a region of 
clouds ; very soon they became ^o thick that Ave could 
see nothing ; the figures of our own party Avere barely 
distingiiiMiablc, and Ave lost all hope of any vieAv from 
the top of the volcano. Crass still grcAv, and avc as- 
cended till Ave reached a belt of barren sand and lava ; 
and here, to our great joy, AV(i emerged from the region 
of clouds, and saw the top of the A^olcano, Avithout a 
vapour upon it, seeming to mingle Avith llie clear blue 
sky ; and at that early ho»r the sun was not high enough 
to play upon its top. 

Mr. LaAvrcnce, Avho had exerted Ihmself in Avalking, 
lay down to rest, and llu* doittor and I Avalked on. The 
crater was al)out two mih*s in cirenmfereiu'e, rent and 
l»rr.keii by time or soiiu^ great convulsion : the frag- 
ire nis stood high, ban', and grand as moimtains, and 
Avilhin \vi‘re ihrt'c or lour sinay»T craters. AYt' ascend- 
ed on th(' south side liy a ridge n inning i‘fst and Avest 
till Ave rea(‘hed a high p-oint, at Avhieli there was an im- 
niens*- gap ill the crati'r impossilih' to cross. The lofty 
point on which avc stood was perfectly (‘Icar, the atmo- 
sphere Avas of iiaiispan'iit purity, ?md looking bcA^oiul 
th(‘ region of desolation, litdow ns, yt a dislauce of ix'r- 
haps two iluaisaud fei't, the Avliole country Avas covered 
with (‘loads, atul ihci citv at the foot of the volcano Avas 
invisibh'. Hy degn*es the more distant clouds Avere 
lifl(Ml, and over the iunr • bed avc snw at tlie same 
mouK'ni the Atii niie* and Vaeifn* Oca aiis. This was 
the grand spectacle wc j;* d hoped, but scarcely expect- 
ed to behold. My (aaapanions had ascended the vol- 
cano several tinu's, but on account of the clouds had 
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only seen the Vwo seas once before. The j3oints at 
which they’ were visible were the Gulf of Nicoya and 
the harbour of San Juan, not directly opposite, but 
nearly at right angles to each olher, so that we saw 
them without turning* the body. In a right line over 
the tops of the mountains neither was more than twen- 
ty miles distant, and from the great height at whieli we 
stood they seemed almost at our feet. It is the only 
point in the world which commands a view of the two 
seas ; and I ranked the siglit with those most interest- 
ing occasions, wdien from the top of IMount Sinai I look- 
ed out upon the Desert of Arabia, and from Mount Ilor 
I saw the Dead Sea.* 

There is no history or tradition of the eruption of this 
volcano ; probably it took place long before tin* i*ountry 
was discovered by Europeans. This w*as one of the 
occasions in wdiieli I regretted the loss (;f my barome- 
ter, as the height of the mountain has never been iru'as- 
ured, but is believed to be about eleven thousand h et. 

We rc'turm'd to our hoyses, and found Mr. Lawreneo 
and the guide ash^ep. We woke them, kindled a lire, 
niade chocolate, and d(‘sc(mded. ly an hour wo reach- 
ed the hut at which we had slept, and at two o’clock 
Cartago. 

Toward evening f set out with Mr. Lovel for a stroll. 
The streets were all alike, long and straight, and tln.TO 
was nobody in them. We hb inlf) one wiiicli scMum'd 
to have no end, and at sonify di. taneri wer(‘ iiiterc(‘pte(l 
by a procession Vj(unii)g down a cross Jt uas 

headed by boys playing on violins; and tlnm came a 
small barrow t .stcdriDy dcCMrate'd, and strew(‘d with 

♦ I havf- tj/ider<tofxl from 8fiv»’ral [ rrsorjjj who h.ivo cro.sfltvl tlu; isthmus from 
Chagres to ' inama, that the.*, i r o jt 'mt on the roail from which the two scad 

are riaible. 
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flowers.’ It was a bier carrying the bcMy of a child to 
the cemetery. We lollowed, and passing if at the gate, 
entered through a chapel, at the door of which sat three 
or four men selling lottery-tickets, one of whom asked 
ns if Avc wished to sec the gra’*c of our countryman. 
We assented, and he conducted ns to the grave of a 
young AVnerican whom I had known by sight, and sev- 
eral members of whose family I knew personally. He 
died about a year before my visit, and his funeral was 
attended witli mournful circumstances. The vicar re- 
fused him burial in consecrated ground. Dr. Bridley, 
who was the only European resident in Cartago, and at 
whose house he died, rode over to San Jose, and ma- 
king a strong point of the treaty existing between the 
Unihui States and Central America, obtained an order 
from the government for his burial in the cemetery. 
Still the fanatic vicar, acting, as he said, under a higher 
power, refust'd. A messenger was sent to San Jose, 
ami two ci)mpaijies of soldiiws were ordered to the doc- 
tor's house to ('scort the b(ni,y to the grave. Vt night 
irnui v/cre stationed at its side to wati-h th^t'it was not 
dug up and thrown out. The next day the viear, with 
the cross and images of saints, and all the emblems of 
the cliurcb, and a large eoncourse of eitizens, moved in 
solemn procession to the c(mn'tery>-and formally recon- 
secrated the ground which iiad bgen polluted by the 
burial of a lieTctie, The grave is the third from, the 
eorrid^)r. 

In the corrld<)r, and in an liunonred*placc among the 
j)rineipal th‘ad of Cartag jay me ])ody of another 
Btrang(‘r, an EngUsndian " ;med Baillic. Tin* day be- 
fore his death the air.a» »»as called in to draw his will, 
who, according to tlic cusiomar\ form, asked him if he 
was a Christian. IMr. Baillic answered yes ; and the 
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alcalde wrote Kirn Catolico Homaiio Apostolico Cliris- 
tiano. Mr’Baillie himself did not contemplate this; he 
knew the difhculty in the case of my countryman about 
six months before ; and wishing to s])iire his friends a 
disagreeable and, ])crlKips, unsuccessful controversy, had 
already indicated a particular tree under which he wisli- 
ed to be buried. Before the will was read tc) him he 
died. His answer to the alcalde was considered evi- 
dence of his orthodoxy ; Iris friends did not interfgre, 
and he was buried under tlie spr^eial direction of the 
priests, with all the lioliest ceremonies of the (diurch. 
It was the greatest day ever known in. Carta go. The 
funeral w'as attended by all tl^e citizens. The proces- 
sion started from the door of tlic church, headed l)y vi- 
olins and drums ; priests followa*d, wdth all the crosses, 
figures of saints, and banners that had been accumula- 
ting from the foundation of the city. At tin? coriuirs of 
the plaza and uf all the principal strei'ts, the proe,(\ssion 
stopped to sing hallelujahs, to represcuit the. joy in 
Heaven over a sinner that repents. 

While s^uiding in the corridor w'(‘ saw pass the man 
who had accoinjninied the bier, wjlh the cliild in his 
arms. He was its fatlier, and witli a smile on liis face 
was carrying it to its grave. He was followed by Uvo 
boys playing on violms, and others wu're laughing around. 
The (diild Avas dressed in Avhitt*, Avith a w realh ni' roses 
around its luMid ; and as it lay in its fallicr’s arms it 
did not seem dead, but sle.epi» Tlic grave A^as not 
quite ready, and'tlie b<>ys sat on tin', heap hf dirt thrown 
out, and })laycd the violin till it was fmislual. The fa- 
ther then laid ^lui <'hild caicfidl^' in its final resting- 
place, Avith its head to the rising sun ; folded its little 
hands across its breast, and clos(*d its fingers around a 
small Avooden crucifix ; and it seemed, as they thought 
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it was, happy at escaping the troubles of an uncertain 
world. There were no tears shed ; on the contrary, all 
were cheerful ; and though it appeared heartless, it was 
not because the fatlier did not love his child, but be- 
cause lie and all his friends had bi^en taught to believe, 
and were firm in the conviction, that, taken away so 
young, it was transferred immediately to a better world. 
The father sprinkled a handful of dirt over its face, the 
grave-digger took his shove*!, in a few moments the lit- 
tle grave was filled u]), and ])receded by the boy playing 
on liis violin, we all w(mt away together. 

The next morning, witli great regret, I took leave of 
my kind friends and retui^ned to San Jos<^. 

It is rnv mishirtune to be the sport of other men’s 
wives. 1 lost the best servant T had in Guatimala be- 
cause his wife was afraid to trust him with me, and on 
my reUirU I found Tlezoos at tln^ convi'iit waiting for 
me. Wliilt* putting my tilings in order, without looking 
me ill the fact', h(' told me of the hardships his wife, le 
pobre/'* had suffered during Ifis absence, and how diffi- 
cult it was for a married woman to g(?t along without 
lier husband. I saA\s to what ho was tending; and feel- 
ing, particularly since the recurrence of my fever and 
ague, the importance of having a good servant in the 
long journey 1 had before me, Avitlf the seltishncss of a 
traveller I encourag(;d his vagabond propensities, by tell- 
ing him that in a few weeks ho would be tired of home, 
and would not have so good an opportunity of getting 
away. This semiied so sensible that *lie discontinued 
his hints and went <dl couicuU'.d. 

At three o’clock I felt uncertain in regard to my chill, 
but, determined not to g* way, dressed myself, and 
went to dine with Mr. S^ upel. Before sitting down, 
the blueness of my lips, and a teiuleney to use superflu- 
VoL. L— A 
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ous syJJabIfs, betrayed me ; and iny old enemy shoojc 
me all the way back to the eonveiil, and into bed. Fe- 
ver followed, and I lay in bed all next day, receiving 
many visits at the door, and a few inside. One of the 
latter was from 'Hezoos, who returned stronger than be- 
fore, and coming to tlie point, said that lie liimself was 
anxious to go with me, but his wife would not consent. 
I felt that if she had fairly taken the field against me it 
was all over, but told him that he had made a contract, 
and was already ov(‘rpaid ; and scut her a pair of gold 
earrings to keep her (piiet. 

For four days in snccession I had a recurrence of cliill 
-and fever. Fvery kindness was shown me in tlie con- 
vent, friends visited me, and Dr. llridlcy came over 
from Cartago t<i attend me, but withal I was despond- 
ing. The (lay IixcmI for setting out Avith Alvarado ar- 
rived. It was impossil)le to go; Dr. Dridley advised 
me that it would be unwise, wliile any lendciiey to llu! 
disease remained, to imderlake it. There wer(‘ six days 
of desert travelling to tVe jiort of San Juan, without a 
house on tlie road, but mountains to (TOss and rivers to 
ford. Tlie whole parly^ Avas to go or foot except myself; 
four extra men Avould be iicedcal to pass my mule over 
some difiicult places, and there was always more or less 
rain. San Juan Avas a colleclicjii of miserable shanties, 
and from that place it was necessary to embark in a 
bungo for ten or fifteen days on an niilioaltliy river. 

Besides all this, I ha»l the altci native to r(.‘tnrii by the 

<) • 

Cosmopolila to Zonzunale, or to go to (.1 iiatimala by 
land, a journey of twelve hundred miles, through a eoim- 
try destitute of .e<a)mniodafious for travellers, and dan- 
gerous from the eonv dsions of civil war. At night, as 
I lay al(»ne in the cemveut, and by tlie light of u small 
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candle saw the bats Hying along the roof, I felt gloomy 
and would have been glad to be at home. 

Still I could not bear the ideii of losing all I came for. 
The land-route lay along the coast of the Pacific, and 
for threi'. days was llui same as to the port. I deter- 
mined to go by land, ])ut, by the advice of Dr. Bridley, 
to start in time for the vessel ; and in the hope that 1 
would not have another chill, I bought two of the best 
mules in San Jos6, oikj being that on which I had as- 
CMuided the Volcano of Cartago, and the other a macho, 
not more than half broke, but the finest animal I ever 
mounted. 

To return to TIezoos. ‘ The morning after I gave him 
the earrings ho had not come, but sent word that he had 
iIk': fever and agiuL The. next day he had it much 
worse, and satisfied that I must lose him, I sent him 
word that if he would procure me a good substitute I 
would rtdease him. This raised him from bed, and 
in the afiernoon he came 'with his substitute, who had 
very much the air of being fh(‘ first man he^ had pick- 
ed up in the stre(*t. ITis dress was a pair of eottoii 
trousers, w'ith a shirt oniside, and a high, bell-crowned, 
narrow-l'nmmed black straw hat ; and all that he had 
ill the wnirld was on his back. Tlis hair Avas cut very 
close exce])t in front, Avherc it hnfig in long locks over 
his hu'c ; in short, he was the btan ideal of a Cen- 
tral American loafer. I did not like his looks, but I Avas 
at the time under the inlbieuec' of fever, and told him I 
could give him no answer. He came again the next 
day at a moment Avhe.n I wanted some service; and by 
di'grees, though 1 never lured him, lu; ipiietly engaged 
me as his master. 

The morning bt foTr I \^ft, Don Augustin Gutierres 
calh?d upon me, and seeing this man at the door, ex- 
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pressed his, surprise, telling rne that he was the town 
blackguard, a drunkard, gambler, robber, and assassin ; 
that the first night on the road he woiijd rob, and perhaps 
murder me. Shortly after Mr. Lawrence entered, who 
told me that he had jnst heard the same thing. I dis- 
charged him at once, and apparently not much to his 
surprise, though he still continued round the convent, as 
he said, in my employ. It was very important for mo 
to set out in time for the vessel, and I had but that clay 
to look out for another. 'Hezoos was astonished at the 
changes time had made in the character of his friend. 
He said that he had known him wluni a boy, and had 
not seen him in many years tifl the day he brought liiin 
to me, when he had stumbled upon him in the street. 
Not feeling pc^rfeetly released, after a great deal of run- 
ning he ])rought me another, whose jinnie was Nicolas. 
In any other eountry I shouhl have called him a mulat- 
to ; but hi Central Americ^a there are so many diflerfait 
shades that I am at a loss how to designate )iim. IL 3 
was by tniclc a mason. <^IIezoos had (uicountered him 
at his work, and talked him into a desire to see Guati- 
mala and Mexico, and come back* as rich as himself. 
He presented himself just as lie loft his work, with his 
shirt-sleeves rolled up above his elbows, and his trou- 
sers above his knees': a rough diamond for a valet ; but 
he was honest, cotild take rare of mules, and make 
chocolate. 1 did not ask raor^‘. He was married, too ; 
and as his wife did n interfere wiiii me, I liked him 
the better for it. 

In the afteriiOO’v being the last before I started, in 
company with Pfr. Lawrence I visited the coffee-plan- 
tations of Don MariaiiO Montealegre. It was a lovely 
situation and with great good taste, Don Mariano lived 
there a great part of tht year. He was at his factory, 
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and his son mounted his horse and accompaijied us. It 
was a beautiful walk, but in that country gentlemen 
never walk. 

The cultivation of coirec on the plains of San Jos6 
has increased rapidly within a few years. Seven years 
before the^ whole crop was not more than five hundred 
quintals, and this year it was sujiposed that it would 
amount to more than ninety tliousand. Don Mariano 
was one of the largest plantrTS, and had three cafetals 
in that iieighbourhood ; that wliich we visited contained 
twenty-sev(m tliousand trees, and he was preparing to 
n^ake great additions the next year. He had expended 
!i large sum of money in buildings and machinery ; 
and tliough his countrymen said he would ruin himself, 
every year he planted morii trees. His wife, La Seno- 
ra, was busily eugagtal in su])eriutendijig th(' details of 
husking and drying the grains. In San Jr)se, by-the- 
wav, aJl the ladies w^ere what might be called good 
business-men, kept stores, bought and sold goods, look- 
ed out for ])argaias, and we^r^>articnlarly knowing iu 
the article of collee. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

Departure for Guatimala, — I‘>:{)arza. — Town of Costa Rica. — The Barranca.- 
History of a Countryman.- Scenery.— Hacicruia of Aranjuez. — River 
Lagartos. — Cerros of Colhto.— Herds of Deer.— Santa Rosa. — Don Juan Josw 
Bonilla. — An Earth(]iiake. — A Cattle Farm. — Bagascs. — Gifariaca.ste. — An 
agreeable Welcome. — Belie of Guanacaste. — Pleasant Lodgings. — CordilU'ras. 
— Volcanoes ot Rincon and Orosi. — Hacienda of San Teresa. — Sunset View. 
— The Pacific again. 

• On the thirteenth day of February I mounted for 
Xny journey to Guatimala. IMy equipage was reduced 
to articles of the last neee.ssity : a hammock of striped 
. cotton cloth laid over my pellou, a pair of alforgas, 
and a poncha stru])pcd on behind. Nicolas had strung 
across his alvarda beluu<] a pair of leather eoliiues, in 
shape like ljU(;lvet.s, with tlie iniua* sidt* lial, containing 
biscuit, clioeoJale, sau.'^ages, and dolees, and in front, 
on tlie jfomruel, my w(‘aring apparel rolJt^d up in an ox- 
hide, after the fashion of tlic country. During my 
whole sUjiy at tlie coaveiii the attentions of the padre 
were urireinitted. Be.^icies the services he actually ren- 
dered me, I have no doubt he eoiisiders that he saviai 
my life ; for during iriy sickness he (uitenid my room 
while I was preparing to shave, and made me. desist 
from so dangerous an operation. I waslnal my face ])y 
stealth, but his kindnes.s addl'd another to tlie. list of ob- 
ligations I was already under to the jiadres of Centrnl 
America. 

I felt great satisfaction at being able onoe more to re- 
sume my jouiuc' , jdeased with the lightness of my 
equipage, the Sjurit of my mules, and lookial my jour- 
ney of twelve hundriai miles boldly in tlie faea*. All at 
once I 1 eard a clattering behind, and Nicolas swej)l by 
me on a full rum M'" macho was what was culled es- 
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panloya, or scary, and started. I had very little strength, 
and was fairly run away with. If I had bought my 
beasts for racing I should have had no reason to com- 
plain ; but, unluckily, my saddle turned, and I came to 
the ground, fortunately clearing the stirrups, and the 
beast rai^, scattering on the road pistols, holsters, sad- 
dle-cloths, and saddle, and continued on bare-backed 
toward the town. To my great relief, some muleteers 
intercepted him, and saved my credit as a horseman in 
San Jose. We were more than an hour in recovering 
scattered articles and repairing broken trappings. 

For three days iny road was the same that I had 
travelled in entering Costa Rica. Tlio fourth morning 
I rose without any recurrence of fev(‘r. Mr. Law* 
rence had kindly borne me company from San Jose, and 
was still with me ; he had relieved nu'. from all trouble, 
and had made my journey so easy and comfortable 
that, instead of being Avearied, I Avas rc'crnited, and 
abandoned all idea of returning })y si'a. 

At sevoii o’clock avc started, and in ludf an hour 
reached Fsparza. I-'^rom this pla(M‘ to Nicaragua, a 
distance of three hnlulri'd miles, road lay through a 
Avildc/ness ; except the frontier town of Costa Rica, 
there were only a fcAV straggling haeiemlas, tAventy, 
thirty, and forty miles apart. I replenished my .stock 
of provisions, and my last purchase* Avas a yard and a 
half of American cotton from a Massachusetts factory, 
calhal by the jiiiposiug name of Manta del Norte. 

In lialf an hour avc crossed, the Barranca, a broad, 
rapid, and beautiful ? pmr. Imt Avhich lost in my eyes aii 
Is beauty, for here iMr. ■^owrenee left ine,g Since the 
day of iny arrival at Sun jose he liad been almost con- 
stantly Avilh me, had accOinpunied me in every excur- 
sion, and during *my sickness had ittended me constant- 
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ly. He wgs a native of Micldletcwii in Connecticut, 
about fifty years old, and by trade a silversrnith, and 
with the exception of a suigle retiirn visit, had been 
nineteen years from home. In 1822 he went to Peru, 
where, besides carrying on his legitimate business upon 
a large scale, his science and knowledge o^ the pre- 
cious metals brought him into prominent public po- 
sitions. In 1830 he sold a mint to the government 
of Costa Rica, and was oflercd the place of its direc- 
tor. Business connected with the mint brought him 
to Costa Rica, and during his absence he left his af- 
fairs in the hands of a partner, who mismanaged them 
arid died. i\Ir. Ij. returned to Peru, but without en- 
. gaging in a(*tivc business, and in the mean time the 
mint purchased of him was ^vorn out, and another im- 
ported from Kurope, so complicated that no one in. 
Costa Rica could work it. Oilers were, made to ]Mr. 
L. of siKili a nature', that, connected with mining pur- 
poses of his own, they induced him to return. Ibon 
Manuel d;; Aguila was liicYi Oefe del Estado, and oji 
Mr. L.’s arrival at th(3 port he met Don Manuel ban- 
ished and living from tin; state. The whole })oliey of 
the government was changed. Mr. L. remained quiet- 
ly in Sail Jose, and when I left intended to establish 
himself atPuenta Arenas, to traflic with the pearl fisher- 
men, Such is, ill brief, the history of one of our many 
countrymen scattenxl in different parts of the worhl, 
and it would be a proi I thing for the country if all sus- 
tained as honourable a reputation as his. Wc ox- 
.changed adieus fror- ♦he backs of our mules, and, not 
to be senti^enti 1, lighted our cigars. Whether wc 
shall ever meet again m not is unc(‘rtairi. 

I was ’ gain setting out alone. I had travelled so 
long with coirqianions n in ships, that when the mo- 
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ment for plunging into the wilderness carqp, my cour- 
age almost failed mo. And it was a moment that re- 
quired some energy ; for wc struck ofl* immediately into 
one of the wildest paths that I met on the whole of that 
desolate journey. The trees were so close as to darken 
it, and the branches so low that it was necessary to 
keep tin; head constantly bent to avoid hitting them. 
'J7ie noise of the locusts, which had accompanied us 
since we reached the mountain of Aguacate, here be- 
came startling. Very soon families of monkeys, walk- 
ing heavily on the tops of the trees, disturbed these 
noisy tenants of the woods, and sent them flying around 
ns in such swarms that we were obliged to beat them 
off with our hats. My macho snorted and pulled vio- 
lently on the bit, dragging me against the trees; and 
1 could not help thinking, if this is the outset, what will 
be tlie end ? 

Parting with Mr. Lawrence advanced the position of 
Nicolas. Man is a talking animal ; Nicholas was par- 
ticularly so, and very soorr ’t •knew tlie histpry of his 
life. His father Avas a muhUeer, and he seemed con- 
stru(*te(l for llie saftie rough business ; but after a few 
journeys to Niearagna he retired in disgust, married, 
and had two children. The trying moment of his life 
was when coinpcdled to serve ns a soldier. ITis great 
regret Avas that In^ could not read or Avritc, and his as- 
tonishment that he worked hard and yet could not get 
on. n waiijed to go with nn* to INIcKieo, to go to my 
country, to he away two years, ■ »ul to return with a 
Slim id ino!icy in han'[, as dlczoos had done. He knew 
that CJencral Mora'/an v as a great man, for wdicn he 
visited Costa Rica there w.ts a great firing of cannons 
and a ball. Ttc was a poor man hiinself, and diel not 
know what the^vars were about; and supposed that 

VoL. I.— d B 
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Don Manuel de Aguila was expelled because Carillo 
wanted to be chief. 

We continued in the woods till about two o’clock, 
when, turning off by a path to ihc right, we reached a 
clearing, on one side' of Avhich was the hacienda of 
Aranjuez. The eiitraiicc to the house was by a ladder 
from the outside, and underneath was a sort of store- 
house. It was occupied by a major-domo, a Mestitzo, 
and his wife. Near it was the cosina, where the wife 
and another woman were at work. The major-domo 
was sitting on the ground doing nothing, and two able- 
bodied men were helping him. 

The major-domo told us ihdt he liad a good ])otrero 
for the mules, and the house promised a good resting- 
place for me. Outside, and extending all around, was 
a rough board piazza, one side of which ei>mmand('d a 
view of the ocean. I seated mysedf on this side, and 
very soon Nicolas brought me my dinner. It consisted 
of tortillas, rice cooked with lard, which he brougiu in 
a shell, ar^d salt in his luuid.* I finished with a cup of 
chocolate, and could not but think of the blessings 
wasted by this major-domo. In 4hc same situation, 
one of our backwoodsmen, with his axe, his wife, and 
two pairs of t\tdns, would in a few years surround him- 
self with all the luxuries that good land can give. 

After dinner I led the inule^^ to a strtnirn, on the banks 
of which wine tufts of young trrass, and while I wius 
sitting here two wild turkeys ihnv over my liead and 
lighted on a tree near by. I sent Nicolas for my gnu, 
and soon had a bi; I large enough for a li(nis(*hold din- 
ner, which I sejt immediately to the house to be con- 
verted into provender. At sundown I riitnrned, and 
then dis overed a defieirucy in my preparations which 
I felt during the who'e journey, viz.^^ of candles. A 
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light was manufactured by hhiug a broken clay vessel 
with greas(3, and coiling in it some twisted cotton, with 
Olio end sticking out about an inch. The workmen on 
#the hacienda took advantage of the light, and brought 
out a pack of cards. The wife of the major-domo 
joined them, and seeing no chance of a speedy termina- 
tion of tfic game, I undressed myself and went to bed. 
When they finished the woman got into a bed directly 
opposite mine, and before lying down lighted another 
cigar. The men did the same on the lloor, and till the 
cigars went out continued discussing the game. The 
major-domo was already asleep in the hammock. All 
night the wife of the ma)or-domo smoked, and the men 
snulUed and snored. At two o’clo(‘k I rose and went 
out of doors. The moon was shining, and the fresh- 
ness of the morning air was grateful. 1 woke Nicolas, 
and pnying tin', major-domo as he lay in liis liammock, 
at llirc'o o’clock we resumed our journey. I was charm- 
ed with til is ])lucc Aviioii we rca(‘hcd it, and disgusted 

wlu'u wc left. The peopl.e. ' fvere kind and of ns good 

• ^ 

disjiosilion as the expectation ol ]>ay could make them, 
l)iil tlicir liabils wci»e intolerable. 

The frcslincss of tlic morning air restored my equa- 
nimity ; the moon shed a glorious light, over the elear- 
ing, and lighted up \\m darkn('ss*of the forest. We 
heard only the surge of monkeys, irs, disturbed by our 
noise, they moved on flic tops of the trees. 

At eiglit (vcloek we reached the River Lagartos, 
lireaking raj)iilly over a IuhI of white sand and gravel, 
clear as crystal, tind sha<lea by trees, t!i< branches of 
whieli m(‘t at the lordiim-piacf*, and formed a complete 
arbour. We dismonntr<i, ook olf tlie saddles from our 
muh's and tied tl. nii to e tree, kiiidh'd a fire on the 
bank, and breakfasted. Wild seeiies had long lost the 
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charm of iio;k"elty, but this I would not have exchanged 
for a dejeuner h la fourehette at tlie best restaurant of 
Paris. The wild turkey was not more than enough for 
my household, which consisted of Nicolas. | 

Resuming our journey, in two hours we emerged 
from the woodsy* and came into an open country in 
sight of the Cerros of Collito, a fine bare pealv, stand- 
ing alone, conical, and covered with grass to the top. 
At twelve o’clock we reached the rancho of an Indian. 
Oil one side was a group of orange-trees loaded with 
fruit, and in front a shed thatched with leaves of Indian 
corn. An old Indian woman was sitting in the door, 
and a sick Indian was lying as'leep under the shed. It 
was excessively hot, and riding under the shed, I dis- 
mounted, threw myself into a ragged hammock, and 
while quenching my thirst with an orange fell asleep. 
The last that I remembered was sei'ing Nicolas drive 
into the hut a miserable half-starved chicken. At two 
o’clock he woke me, and set before me the unfortunate 
little bird^ nearly burned' the exj)ense of Avhich, 
with oranges ad libitum, was six and a quarter cents, 
which the old woman wished to coiomute for a charge 
of gunpowder. I was very poor in this, and would 
rather have given her a dollar, but could not help add- 
ing the charge of gunpowder to the coin. 

At two o’clock We set off again. We had already 
made a day’s journey, out I had a good resting-place 
for the night in view. It was excessively hot, but very 
soon we reached the wood again. We had not gone 
far before a deer crossed our path. It was the lirst I 
had seen in the country, which was almost destitute of 
all kinds of game. Indcicd, during my whole journey, 
except at the wild turkey, I had fired but twice, and then 
merely to procure curious birds ; and most unfortunate- 
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ly, in pursEonce of my plan of encumbering myself as 
little as possible, I had with me but a few charges of 
jdiick-shot and half a dozen pistol balls. Very soon I 
^aw two deer together, and withir^ reach of a ball. Both 
barrels of my gun were loaded with duck. I dismount- 
ed and followed Ihciri into tin; Avoods, endeavouring to 
get Avithin reach. In the course of an hour I saw per«^ 
haps a dozen, and in that hour fired aAvay my last duck- 
shot. I Avas resolved not to use my pistol balls, and as 
both liarrels were empty, kept (piiet. As the evening 
approaclu'd tlie deer increased, and I am safe in saying 
1 saw fifty or sixty, and niany Avithin riilc-shot. Occa- 
sionally cattle peeped at us through the trees as wild as 
the deer. The sun was gi'tting low Avhen avc came out 
into a large eU^aring, on one side of Avliieh stood the ha- 
c.ienda of Santa Rosa. The house stood on the right, 
and directly in front, against the side? of a hill, Avas a 
large cattle-yard, enclosed by a hard clay Avail, divided 
into three parts, and filled with coavs and calves. On 
left was an almost i^onudless plain,* i.^terspersed 
Avuh groves of tret's; and as avc rode up a gentleman 
ill the yard sent a st'rA^antto open the gate. Don Jiian 
Jose Bonilla met luc at the porch, and before I had 
Time to present my letter, Avclconnjd me to Santa Rosa, 
Don Juan Avas a native of ('artago, a gentleman by 
birth and education, and of one of the oldest families in 
Costa Rica. He had travelled oa^'t his oAvn country, 
and what was very unusual in that rogion, had visited 
the United States, and though labouring under the dis- 
advantage of noL sj*eakliig the language, spoke Avith 
great iiitered. of onr institutions. He had been an ac- 
tive numibc^* of ihe Tiibcral party ; had laboured to car- 
ry out its priiieipU sin the administration of the govern- 
ment, and to save his country from the disgrace of 
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falling back, into despotism. He had been persecuted, 
heavy contributions had been laid upon his property, 
and four years before he had withdrawn from Carta^ 
and retired to this hacienda. But political animositj 
never dies. A dctaclnnent of soldiers was sent to ar- 
rest him, and, that no suspicion might be excised, they 
.were sent by sea, and landed at a port on the Pacific 
within the bounds of his own estate. Don Juan re- 
ceived an intimation of their approach, and sent a ser- 
vant to reconnoitre, who returned with intelligence that 
they were within half a day’s march. He mounted his 
horse to escape, but near his oavu gate Avas tliroAvn, and 
his leg badly broken. lie Avas carried back insensible, 
and Avhen the soldiers arrived they found him in bed ; 
but they made him rise, put him on horseback, hurried 
him to the frontiers of the state, and left him, commu- 
nicating to him his sentence of banishment, and death 
if he returned. The boundary-line of the State of 
Costa Rica is a river in the midst of a Avilderness, and 
he Avas oljJiged to travel bn horseback to Nicaragua, a 
journey of four days. He had never retjovered the 
use of his leg, Avhich AA^as two or three inches shorter 
than the other. He remained two years in exile ; and 
on the election of Don IManiiel de Aguila as chief of 
the state, returned. On the expulsion of Don Manuel 
he retired again to his hacienda, and aa^is then ])iisily 
engaged in making repahs for the reception of liis hirn- 
ily ; but lie did not kno'v at Avhat moment another or- 
der might cornc o expel lum from his home. 

While sitting at the supper-table we heard a noise 
over our heads, Avhich seemt'.d 1o me like the ojicning 
of the roof. Don Juan ihrcAV his eyes to the ceiling, 
and suddenly started from his chair, tlircAv his arms 
around tin* neck of a servant, and Avith tlic fearful 
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words temblor !’’ “ temblor !” an earthquake 
an earthquake !” all rushed for the doors. I sprang 
|from my chair, made one bound across the room, and 
Plearcd the piazza. The earth rolled like the pitching 
of a ship in a heavy sea. My step was high, my feet 
barely touched the ground, and my arms were thrown 
up involuntarily to save myself from falling. I was the 
last to start, but, once under way, I was the last to stop. 
Half way across the yard I stumbhal over a man on his 
knees, and fell. I never felt myself so feeble a thing 
before. At this moment I heard Don Juan calling to 
me. He was leaning on tlie shoulder of his servant, 
with his faca.' to tlnj doof, frying to me to come out of 
the house. It was pitchy dark ; within was the table at 
which we had sal, with a single candle, the light of 
which extended far enough to show a few of the kneel- 
ing figures, with their famxs to the door. Wc; looked 
anxiously in, and waited for the shock which should 
prostrate the strong Avails and lay the roof on the ground, 
'fliere Avas something aAyfah in our position, Avith our 
faces to the door, shunning the place AAdiieli at all other 
times offers shelti^’ to man. The shocks Avere contin- 
ued perhaps two minutes, during Avhich time it required 
an effort to stand firm. The return of the earth to 
steadiness Avas almost as violenf as the shock. We 
waited a fcAV ininules after the last vibration, Avhen Don 
Juan said it Avas over, and, assisted by his ser\^ant, en- 
tered the house. I had been the last lo leaAa^ it, but I 
Avas the last to return; ami my chair lying Avith its back 
on the fioor, gave an intimation of the haste Avith Avhich 
I had decamped riie houses in Costa Eica arc the 
l^est in die couru'-y for resisting these shocks, being, 
like the uiucr^.. and low, and built of adobes, or 

undried bricks t\v^o feet long and one broad, made of 



384 


INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 


clay mixed with straw to give adhesion, and laid when 
soft, with upright posts between, so that they arc dried 
by the sun into one mass, which moves with the surface 
of the earth. 

Before the evcnhig was over I forgot the earthquake 
in a minor trouble. The uncultivated grounds of Cen- 
tral America leem with noxious insects. Riding all 
day in the woods, and striking my head against the 
branches of trees, had brought ticks down upon me in 
such numbers that I brushed them off Avitli my liand. I 
had suffered so much during the day, that twice I was 
obliged to strip at a stream and tear them out of my 
flesh; but this gave me only lemporiiry n^lief; lumps 
of irritation were left ; and in the midst of serious dis- 
quisitions with Don Juan, it was not polite, hut I was 
obliged to use my iv.iils violently and ('onslautly. t 
was fain to entreat of him that he would go out and 
give me the room to mysedf. Jle retired, and in a mo- 
ment all my clothes were out of doors, and I loro tlio 
vipers out by the teeth ; but Pon Juan sent to my re- 
lief a deaf aiid dumb i)()y, who, by touclung tliem with 
a ball of black wax, drew them from their burr owing- 
places without any pain ; yet they left behind wounds 
from Avhicli I did not recover in a long time. 

Plarly in the monimg two liorses were at the door, 
and two servants in attendance for a ride. Don Juan 
mounted the same horse which he had ridden in his 
exile, and was attended by the same servants. Here- 
tofore I had always heard jiistant complaints of ser- 
vants, and to do inem ju'^tice, I think they an^ tlui worst 

a 

I ever knew ; but Don Juards w'ere the best in the 
world, and it was evident that they thought he was the 
best master. 

The estate of Don Juan covered as much ground as 
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a German principality, containing two hividred thou- 
sand acres, and was bounded on one side, for a long 
jistaiice, by the Pacific Ocean. But a small portion of 
was cultivated, nOt more than enough to raise maize* 
for the workmen, and the rest was a roaming-ground 
for catth?. More than ton thousand were Avanderint** 
over it, almost as wild as the doer, and never seen ex- 
cept as they crossed a path in the woods, or at the sea- 
son of lazoing tliem for the purpose of taking an ac- 
count of the increase. 

We had not gone far before Ave saAv three deer all 
close togetlun*, and not far from us. It aauis exceeding- 
ly A’exatious, the first lime I was in a country Avhero 
there Avas anything to shoot at, to be so wholly impro- 
vidiul, and T had no chance of snpplying myself till I 
was out of that region. Don .Iiian was incapacitated 
for sporting by his lameness ; in fact, deer-shooting Avas 
not considered sporting, and Axnison not fit to cat. In 
the course of an hour we saw more than twenty. 

I had set out on this ](m>^ jdnrney withoyt any cargo- 
mnle, from the difliculty of procuring one that eonld 
keep pace', with the* riding-beasts ; but we had Iclt llie 
inconvenience of being encumbered with luggage ; and, 
besides Don Jjiau’s kindness to me at his house, lie IVir- 
nished rnc with one wdiich lie bad broken expressly for 
his own ns(^ in rapid journeys between Cartago and the 
hacienda, and w^hicli he Avarranted me, with a liglit load, 
w^ould trot and ‘^eep up Avith mine. 

liUte in the afternoon T left his hospitable dwelling. 
Don Juan, Avitb bis deaf and dumb lioy, accompanied 
irn^ a Icngnc on the way, ^vhen Ave dismounted and took 
leav(‘ of each oilier. My ncAV mule, like myself, Avas 
wxy reluctant to u ave Don Juan, and seemed to hjave 
a scutirntMit liiat t-iio should never see her old master 
VoL. \.—o C 133 
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again. Indeed, it was so difficult to get her along, that 
Nicolas tied her by the halter to his mule’s tail, after a 
manner common in the country, and thus leading he^ 
* along, I followed at her heels. The deer were more 
numerous than I had yet seen them, and I now looked 
at them only as animating a beautiful landscape. ' At 
dark we began to have apprehensions about the road. 
There was a difficult mountain- pass before us, and Nic- 
olas wanted to stop and wait till the moon rose ; but as 
that would derange the journey for the next day, I push- 
ed on for more than an hour through the woods. The 
mules stumbled along in the dark, and very soon we 
lost all traces of a palli ; wdiile trying to find it, W(' 
heard the crash of a falling tree, which in the darkness 
sounded appalling, and made us hesitate to enter the 
woods. I determined to wait for the moon, and dis- 
mounted. Peering into tin; darkness, I saw a gliirimer- 
ing light on the left. Wc shouted with all our strength, 
and were answered by a pack of burking dogs, and 
moving iij that direct ion;'’*reached a lint Avlierc three or 
four workiTKui were lying on the ground, who were at 
first disposed to be meuTy and impertinent when we 
asked for a guide to the next liacicnda ; but <jne of them 
recognised my cargo-muh', said that hediad known it 
since he was a child (rather doubtful praise of my new 
purchase), arid was at length induced to make us an 
oflV;r of his services. A horse was brouglit, large, wild, 
and furious, as if never billed ; snorting, rearing, and 
almost making ‘he groun<i shake at every tread ; and 
before the rider was %ir]y on his back he was tearing 
in tlie dark across the plain. Making a wide sweep, 
he relurntMl, and the guide, re](;asing the cargo-mule 
from that of Nicolas, tied her to tin; tail of his horse, 
and then LhI tl\e way. Kveu with tlu', drag of the car- 
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go-mule il was impossible for him to mbderale his pace, 
und w-e were obliged to follow at a most unhappy rate. 
It ^yas the first piece of bad road we had met with, hav- 
ing many sharp turns, and ascents and descents, broken 
and stony. Fortunately, while we were in the woods, 
the moon rose, touched with a silvery light the tops of 
the trees, and wlien w’e reached the; bank of the river it 
was 'almost as light as day. Here my guide left me, 
and I lost all confidence in the moon, for by her deceit- 
ful light I slipped into his hand a gold piece instead of 
a silver one, without eith('r of us knowi]ig it. 

As wu; asccuided the bank after crossing tlie stream, 
the hacieiula wais in fuirsight. The occu])ants W’^ere in 
bed, but Don M;mu<d, to w hom I was reconunended by 
Don Juan, rosi; to rectnve iw. On the bank of the 
river, n(‘ar the luntse, wars a large sawnnill, tin; first I 
luul se<*n in the counfry, built, as Don Manuel told me, 
by an American, wdio afft'.rward straggh'd to Guati- 
tnala, and w^as killed in some po]>ular insurri'ction. 

At d«ay light the next un>i’<dug, as the workmen on 
tin; hacienda were about going to work, a\i‘ set oft 
again. In an lioiu* \vc heard tiie sound of a horn, giv- 
ing notice of the a])proach of a drov(' of (iatllo. We 
drew' up into the woods to. let them pass, and they 
came whth a cloud of dust, the iacal's oi the drivers ee>v- 
ered, and wanild have trampled to 'death anything that 
impeded their progress. 

At eleven o'clock wc entered the village of Bagases. 
We had made tretnendous journeys, and it w as tlie first 
time in four day?« we had seen anything but single ha- 
ciendas, bu* we roue through w ithout stopping, excepf 
to ask for a cun ot w' ater. 

Tjatc in the aft. '•noon wc came into a broad avenue 
and saw marks of ./heels. M dusk we reached the riv- 
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er which runs by the suburbs of Guanacaste, the froii 
tier toAvn of Costa Rica. The ])ass was occupied by an 
ox-cartj with four stubborn oxen, which would not go 
ahead and could not go back. Wc were detained half 
an hour, and it was dark when we entered. We pass- 
ed through the plaza, belorc the door ol the church, 
which was lighted up for vespers, and rode to a house 
at which I had becji directed to stop. Nicolas went 
in to make preliminary inquiries, and returning, told 
me to dismount, and unloaded the luggage-mule. I 
ivent in, took olF )Jiy spurs, and stretcluul myself on 
a bench. Soon it struck me that my host was not 
particularly glad to sec me. Several (children came 
in and stared, and then ran back into another room ; 
and ill a few minutes I received the e()m})Umonts of 
the lady of the house, and lier regret that shi' could 
not accommodate m(‘. 1 was indignant at Nicolas, 

who had iia'rely asked whether such a person lived 
th('re, and without more ado had simt me in. 1 left 
the house,, and with the 'halter of my mach,) in one 
liand and s})urs in the other, aial Nicholas following with 
tin; mules, sought the house of the commandant. 1 
found liiia standing on the piazza, with tlie key in his 
liand, and all his household stuff packed up outside, 
only IV ailing till the moon rose to set out for another 
post. I beli(*ve lie regretted that he could not accom- 
inodalc me, nor could he refer me to any other lu)use ; 
but ho sent his servant m look for one, and I wailed 
nearly an hour, p for a bidder. 

In the mean tune T mad(i inquiries nhout my roud. 

I did not wisl» to continue on tlui direct route to Nic- 
aragua, but to go firsl to the port of San Juan on the. 
Pacific, the proj)oscd termination of the canal to con- 
nect the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The command- 
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ant regl'ettcd that 1 had not come one 4ay sooner. He 
mentioned a fact of which I was aware before, that Mr. 
Bailey, an Englisli gentleman, had been employed by 
the government to survey the canal route, and had re- 
sided some tiiTK^ at iIk? post, and added that since his 
departure it was perfectly desolate ; no one ever vis- 
ited. it, Hot a person in the place knew the road to it, 
and, unluckily, a man who had been in Mr. Bailey’s 
employ had left that morning for Nicaragua. Most 
fortunately, on inquiry, the man was found to be still in 
the place, and he, too, intended setting out as soon as 
the moon rose. 1 had no iiiduceincnt to remain ; no-- 
body seemed very anxiqus for the honour of my com- 
pany, and I would have gone on immediately if the 
mules liad been ai>lc to continue ; but I made an ar- 
rangement with him and his son to wait till three in the 
morning, then to condintt me to the port, and thence to 
Nicaragua. At length the commandant’s servant re- 
turned and conducted me to a lionse with a, litth^ shop 
m front, where I was receis.ed by an old lady with a 
bueiiosnoclies that almost surprised me inti* ;.!i idea that 
I was welcome. T^caitered throngli tla^ shop, and })ass- 
ed into a |)arlour which contained a luimniock, an in- 
teriaced bedstead, and a very neat eat re with a gauze 
mosehelo-ucttiug, and pink boAvs lU the corners. I was 
agiau'ably disappointed w ith my posada, and wdiile con- 
versing with old lady, was dc/ing over a (‘up of 
choeolale, wluui 1 heard a lively voice at the door, and 
a \oung lady entered, with two or tlnx'e young men in 
attendance, who ('ame iij) to tin* tabl(* in Iront o[ me, 
and throwing ba^*k ^ black mantilla, />adc me bnenos 
noehes, put out iic.- band, said luai slu* bad heard in 
(dinrc'.li that t was ,;t h* r house, and was so glad of it; 
no strang(*rs ev“r came ihere; the place was complete- 
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ly out of the wo-rldj very dull, &:c., I was' so sur- 

prised that I must have looked very stupid. She was 
not regularly handsome, but lier mouth and eyes were 
beautiful ; and her manner was sc^ diftbrent from the 
\;old, awkward, and bashful air of her country women, 
so much like the frank and fascinating welcome which 
a young lady at home might extend to a frieiKl after a 
long absence, tliat if the table had not been between 
us I could have taken her in my arms and kissed her. 
I pulled up my check collar, and forgot all my troubles 
and perplexities. Though living in tliat little remote 
town, like young ladies in large eitif^s, she had a fan(;y 
for strangers, which at the time I regarded as a delight- 
ful trait of character in a woman. Her every-day 
beaux had no chance. At first tla^y wen* very civil to 
me, but they bccaim^ short and crust y, and, very much 
to my satisfaction, took tlicmsclvcs oil*. It was so long 
since I had fidt the hnist iiibn*est in a woman, that 1 
gave myself a benefit. The simplest storiiis of otlier 
countries and other people were to her romance, and 
her eve kindled a.s slio listened; soon the transition 
came from facts to hidings, and tluin tliat higlnist earth- 
ly pleasure, of being lifted above every-day thoughts 
by the enthusiasm of a high-minded girl. 

We sat up till twelve o’clock. The motlnir, who at 
first had wtiaried un*, I found cxcetidingly agreiiuhle ; 
indeed, I had seldom known a more interesting old 
lady; for she ])ressed rne to remain two or three days 
and rest ; said the place w - dull, hut that her danghtta* 
would try to make it ngrei abh* ; and her daughter said 
nothing, but looked nnulterable tilings. 

All pleasure is neoliiig. Twdvci o’clock came, an 
unprecedented hour for that country. INIy ordinary 
prudence in looking out for a sh'cping-place had not 
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deserted me. Two little boys had tak,en possession of 
the leather bed; the old lady had retired ;*lhe beautiful 
little cartarct remained unoccupied, and the young lady 
withdrew, telling me that this was to be my bed. I 
do not know why, but I felt uneaey. I opened the inos- 
cheto-net. In that comiUy beds are not used, and an 
oxhide cc mat, often not so clean as it might be, is the 
substitute. This was a mat, very fine, and clean as if 
perfectly new. At the head was a lovely pillow with 
a pink muslin covering, and over it a thin white pillow- 
case with a bewitching riiflle. Wliose cheek had rested 
on that pillow ? I pulled oil’ my coat, walked up and 
down the room, and w^dwed up one of the boys. It 
was as I supposed, t lay down, but could not sleep 
and determined not to continue my journey the next 
day. 

At three o’clock the guide knocked at the door. The 
mules were already saddled, and Nicolas was putting 
on the luggage. I had often clung to my pillow, but 
never as I did to that pink (\iie with its rullled border. 
T told Nicolas that the guide must go hifiiK? and wait 
another day. The guide refused. It was the young 
man ; his father had already gone, and had ordered 
liim to follow. Very soon I heard a light footstep, and 
a soft voice expost idatiiig with the*giiide. Indignant at 
hi.s obstiiKuw, I ordi-rt'd him away ; but very soon I 
rcilccted tliat T could not pr«)ciiro. another, and nhght 
lose the great object 1 had in view in making this long 
jouniey. I called him ba(*k,and attenl]^ted to bribe him; 
l)nt Ins only answer was, that his father had started at 
tin; rising of the :ni(i ordia-ed him to lollow. At 

length it was arran ; mI that he should go and overtake 
his father anti i'-rji,- him bvick ; but perhaps his father 
woidd not eome 1 was |/ertiuaeuoiis until I carried the 
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point, and then J was more indifterent. After all, why 
should I wail ? Nicolas said wc could get our clothes 
washed in Nicaragua. I walked out of doors, and 
resolved that it was folly to lose the chance of ex- 
amining a canal route 4’or the belle of Guanacaste. I 
hurried through my preparations, and bade her, I may 
say, an affectionate farewell. There is not the le/ist 
chance that I shall ever see lier again. Living m a^ se- 
cluded town, unknown beyond the borders of its owy 
unknown state, between the Andes and Paeilic Ocean, 
probably she is already the luippy wife of some worthy 
townsman, and lias forgotten the stranger who o\ves to 
her some of the liuiipiest moments he passed in Ctaitral 
America. 

It was now liroad daylight. It was very rare that I 
had left a place with so nuieh regret ; but I turned my 
sorroAV into ang(‘r, and wn‘aked it upon Nicolas and the 
guide. The wind was very high, and, sweeping over 
the great jihtin, raised such clouds of dn<t as nunh* ri- 
ding both disagreeable and dilllciilt. d’his ought to 
have had sVimc elFeet in restoring iny erpianiiiiity, but it 
did not. All day we had on our right the grand range 
of Cordilleras, and crowning it at this point the great 
volcanoes of Rincon and Orosi. From theiici; a vast 
plain, over Avhich tlic.-wind swept furiously, exlendi'd to 
the sea. At one o’clock we came in sight of the haci- 
enda of Santa Teresa, standing on a great (di'vution, 
and still a long way before us. The hacimida was tin; 
properly of Don Augustin uiifTn s of >S;in .fosc; and, 
with two otlu'rs, was imdia- flu* ciiarge of liis sou Don 
Manuel. A iett< r iVtan his father had advisial iiini of 
my coming, and he. rtn-i'-ived iin‘ as an old a(*([uaintance. 
The situation of tlu^ house was finer than that of any I 
had seen. It was high, and coininnndcd a view nf an 
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immense plain, studded with trees in groups and in 
forest. The ocean was not visiblt;, but we could see 
tlie opposite coast of the Gulf of Nicoya, and the point 
of the port of Ciilebra, the finest on the Pacific, only 
three and a half leagues distant. The hacienda con- 
tained a thousand mares and four hundred horses, 
more than a hundred of wliich were in sight from 
the door. It was grand enough to give the owner 
ideas of empire. Toward evening I counted from the 
door of the house seventeen deer, and Don Manuel 
told me that he had a contract for furnishing two 
thousand skins. In the season a good hunter gets 
twenty-five a day. Even the workmen will not eat 
tluni), and they are only shot for the hide and horns. 
He had forty workmen, and an ox: was killed every 
day. Near tlui house was an artificial lake, more than 
a mile in circumlercnce, l)iiilt as a drinking-place for 
eattle. And yet the propri(.‘t(»rs of these haciendas are 
]iot rich ; the ground is worth absolutely nothing. The 
wliolr^ valium is in the stocjv ; land allowing t<'u dollars a 
head for the horses and mares would probably give the 
full value of this apparently magnifieent estate. 

Here, too, Pcould liave passed a week with great sat 
i.^faction, but the next morning I resumed my journey, 
'riiough early in the dry season, tlie ground was parch- 
ed and the streams were dried uj). • We carried a large 
calabash with water, and stopping under the shade of 
a tree, turned our i miles out on the plain and break- 
fasted. T was riding in advance, with my poneha Hying 
in the wind, when I saw a drove of eattle stop and look 
wildly at in«', and iinai ru’^h furioii.'^ly to^vard me. I at- 
tempted to run. tnit, remembering the bnlUights at 
Guatimala, I tore )iT my poneha, and had just time to 
jrel beliiuu a ijii-li lOck as the whole lierd darted by at 
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their fullspeQcl. ' We contimied our route, from time to 
time catching glimpses of the Pacific, till we reached 
a clear, open place, completely })rotected from the wind, 
and called the Boca of the Mountain of Nicaragua. A 
large caravan had already encamped, and among the 
muleteers Nicolas found acquaintances from Sail Jose. 
Their cargoes consisted of potatoes, sweet bread, and 
dolces for Nicaragua. 

Toward evening I climbed to the top of one of the 
hills, and had a magnificent sunset view. On the top 
the wind blew so fiercely that I was obliged to shelter 
myself under the lee. Behind me ivas the great range 
of Cordilleras, along which wc had ridden all day, Avith 
their volcanoes ; on tlio left tlie lieadlands of the bays 
of Tortugas and Salina, and in front the great body 
of the Pacific Oec'jui ; and Avhat Avas (juite as agreeable 
a spectacle to a trav(‘l!er, my mules avcimj up to their 
knees in grass. I returned to the eiicam})iaent, and 
found that my guide had made me a casita, or small 
house to shaq) in. It was' formed by cutting tAVo sticks 
about four feet high, and as thick as a man’s arm, and 
driving them into the ground, Avith iV crotch in the top. 
Another stick Avas laid in the crotches, affd against this 
other slicks Avere laid slanting, Avith leaves and branch- 
es Avound in belAveen them, so as to [)rolect from 
the dcAv, and tolerably well from the Avind. 

I never had a servant in Central Annu’ica Avho aa'us 
not a brute Avith piules. I '’‘ as ol^liged to look out my- 
self for their foo( . and also lo eKaniine that their backs 
were not hurt by the saddles. My,/na(dio I always sad- 
dled myself. Nicolas had saddhal tlie cargo-rnuJc so hud- 
ly the day before, that when he took olV the aparejo 
(a huge saddle covering half the l)easl) tln^ sliould’er was 
raw, and in thf! morning even pointing at it inadii her 
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shrink as if touched with a hot iron. ^ I was unwilling 
to put the a])ar(*jo upon her back, and tried to hire a 
mule from one of the muleteers, but could not, and, 
putting the cargo upon the other mule, made Nicolas 
walk, and the cargo-inulc go loose. I left the apare- 
jo in tlie boca of the 'mountain : a great piece of 
profligacy, as Nicolas and the guide considered it. 

We wound for a short distance among the hills that 
enclosed us, ascended a slight range, and came down 
directly upon the shore of the sea. T always had a 
high feeling Avhen I touched the shore of the Pacific, 
and n^ver more so than at this desolate place. The 
waves r(dled grandly, dnd broke with a solemn roar. 
The mules W('re startled, and my macho shrank from 
the heaving water. J spurred him into it, and at a mo- 
ment when I was putting in my i)oeket some shells 
which JJicolas had picked up, he ran away. He had 
attempted it several times before in the woods; and 
now, having a. fair chance, T gave him the fnll sweep 
*)f th(' coast. We. contjmnVl nearly an hour on the 
shore, when we crossed a high, rough lu'adland, and 
again eame down upon the sea. Four times we mount- 
ed headlands and again descended to the shore, and the 
lieat became almost iiUolerable. The. fifth ascent was 
steep, but we came upon a table*covered with a thick 
forest, through ^vhieh wc proceeded until we came a 
small, clearing wuth two huts. We sto[)ped at the first, 
Avhich was oe.eupied ])y a blaek man and his Avife. He 
had plentv of corn ; there was a fine [vastiire-ground 
near, so iKunmed in b\ the -woods that tlierc -was no 
dang(‘r of the mules es(*a[ung, and I hired the man and 
w'onian to sleep nut of doors, and give me the hovel to 
myself. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

The Flores. — The San Juan. — Nature’s Solitude. — Primitive Cookery. — Harbour 
of San Juan. — Route of the Great CaiisrI to connect the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans. — Nicarjigua. — Survey for the Canal. — Lake of Nicaragua. — Plan of 
the Canal. — Lockage.— Estimate of Cost. — Former Eflbrts to construct the 
Canal. — Its Advantages. — Central American Hospitality. — Tierra Caliente. — 
Horrors of Civil War. 

I ROSE about an hour before daylight, and was in my 
saddle by break of day. We watered our mules at the 
River Flores, the boundarydine of the states of Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua. In an hoiir we reached Skamaika, 
the name given to a single hut occupied by a negro, 
sick and alone. He was lying on a bedstead made of 
sticks, the very picture of wretchedness and desolation, 
worn to a skeleton by fever and ague. Soon after vve 
came to another hut, where two women were sick with 
fever. Nothing could be more wretched than those hats 
along the Pacific. They aske-d me for remedios, and I 
gave them some quinine, but with little hope of their 
ever benefiting by it. Probably b6th the negro and 
they are now in their graves. 

At twelve o’clock we reached the River St. John, the 
mouth of which was the terminating point of the great 
canal. The road to Nicaragua crossed the stream, 
and ours followed it to the sea, the port being situated 
at its mouth. Oiir whole roa^^ had been desplatc oiiongh, 
but this far surp .ssed anything I had seen ; and as I 
looked at the little path that led to, Nicaragua, I felt as 
if wc were leaving a great highway. The valh^.y of the 
river is about a hundred yards broad, and in th(‘ season 
of rain the whole is covered with water; but at this 
tim?e the stream was small, and a great part of its bod 
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dry. The Mones were blcaehed by tile siin, and there 
was 210 track or iinpression which gave the slightest in- 
dication of a path. Very soon this stony bed became 
contracted and lost ; the stream ran through a different 
soil, and high grass, shrubs, and liiishes grew luxuriant- 
ly up to^itsbank. Wc searched for the track on both 
sides of the river, and it was evident that since the last 
wet season no person had passed. Leaving the river, 
the buslies were liiglier than our heads, and so thick 
that at every two or three paces I beeanui entangled and 
held fast; at length I dismounted, and rny guide clear- 
ed a way for me on foot v/ith his jnacliete. Soon we 
reached the stream again, crossed it, and entered the 
same dense mass on the opposite side. In this way we 
continued nearly two hours, vvilh the river for our line. 
We crossed it more than twenty times, and when it 
was shallow rode in its b(‘d. b’arther donn the valley 
was opcm, stony, and barren, and the sun beat u})on it 
with [irodigious force ; flocks of sopilotes or turk(\y-buz- 
'/ards, hardly disturbed by t'^ir approach,^ nipved away 
on a slow walk, or, with a lazy flap of the wings, rose 
to a low branch rtf the nearest tree. In one jilace a 
swarm of the ugly birds ^vere feasting on the carcass of 
an alligator. Wild turkeys were in.ne numerous than 
we had seen tliem before, and so tame that T shot one 
with a pistol. Dcgr looked at us without alarm, and on 
each side of tljc valley largo black apes walked on tlie 
tops of the tj^ees, or sat quietly in the braiudies, looking 
at ns. Crossing the river for the last time, which be- 
came broader and fleeper until it emptied into the Pa- 
cific, we cm n-ed the wooils on the right, and reached 
the first stat::'!* "Vlr. Ihiilcy ; hut il tvas covered with 
young trees and bushes ; the wixals w ere thicker than 
before, and the patii entirely uiidistinguisbable, I had 

31 
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read reports^ papers, and paiTi])lilets on the subject of 
the great canal, and expected at least to lind a road to 
the port ; but the desert of Arabia is not more desolate, 
and the track of the Children of Israel to the Red Sea 
a turnpike compared with it. 

My beautiful gray, degraded into a cargo-rnule, 
chafed under her burden ; and here obstructed, and 
jerked first one Avay and then the other, the girths of 
the saddle became loose, the load turned on her side, 
and she rushed blindly forward, kicking, and throw her- 
self among the bushes. Her back was badly hurt, and 
she was desperately frightened ; but we were obliged to 
reload her, and, fortunately, we were near the end of 
our day’s journey. 

On the border of the Avoods we reached a stream, the 
last at which fr^'sh Avatcr was proeurabh*, and lilling 
our calabash, eiit(*rcd a plain covered with high grass. 
In front was another piece of woodland, and on the left 
tlie River Han Juan, now a large stream, emptying into 
the Pa(*ific^ In a few miniites..we reached a small clear- 
ing, so near the shore that the Avaves seemed breaking 
at our feet. We tied our mules under the shade of a 
large tree on the edge of the clearing. The site of Mr. 
Bailey’s rancho Avas on an eminence near, but hardly a 
vestige remained ; and though it commanded a line 
vicAv of the port and the sea, it was ^o hot under the af- 
ternoon sun that I fixed our encampment under tiie large 
tree. We hung our seiddi saddlecloths, and arms 
upon its branchc ,, and while Nif.olas and Jose gathered 
Avood and made a fir^*, I found, Ayhat was always the 
most importaiit and satisfaelfiry part of the day’s jour- 
ney, excellent pasture for the muh's. 

The next thing Avas to take care of ours(‘Ivcs; Wc 
had no trouble in deciding what to have for dinner. 
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We had made provision, as wc siippos(Al, for three days ; 
but, as usual, it always happened tliat, however abun- 
dant, it did not last more than one. At this time all was 
eaten up by ourselves or by vermin ; and, but for the 
wild turkey, wc should have been obliged to dine upon 
chocolate. It was a matter of deeply-interesting con- 
sideration how the turkey should be cooked. Boiling it 
was the best way ; but we. had nothing to boil it in except 
a small coffee-pot. We attempted to make a gridiron 
of our stirrups, and broil it ; but tliose of Nicolas were 
wooden, and mine alone were not large rniough. Roast- 
ing was a long and tedious proc(‘ss ; but our guide had 
olten been in such strait's ; and fixing in Ibe ground two 
slicks Vvdth crotches, lie laid another across, split open 
the turkey, and securing it by sticks crosswise, hung it 
like a spread (?agl(* before a blazing lire. When one 
side was hiiriied, he turned the other, fn an hour it 
was cook (‘(I, and in less than ten minutes eaten up. A 
enp of elioeolale, heavy enough to keep it from rising if 
d had been eaieii witli ity wiiigs on. followed, and I had 
dined. 

Rested and reft-ej^hed, I walked do\vn to the shore. 

* 

Our encampment was about in the centre of the harliour, 
which was the; finest I saw on the Pacific. It is not 
largo, but beautifully protected, being almost in the form 
of the letter U. The arms are high and paralh l, run- 
ning nearly north and south, and term mating in liigh 
perpeudiciiljjir bluffs. As 1 afterward learned from Mr. 
Bailey, the water is ileep, and under either bliill, ac- 
cording to the winef vessels of the largest class can ride 
with perfeev sah ty. Supposing this to be correct, there 
is but oin^ (/..jecnov to this harbour, which 1 derive from 
Captain D’Yriarle, with whom I made the voyage from 
Zoiizonate to C'ahh'ra. lie has been nine years navi- 
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gating the coast 6f the Pacific, from Peru to tli« Gulf of 
.California, and has made valuable notes, which he in- 
tends publishing in France ; and he told me that during 
the summer months, from November to May, the strong 
north winds winch swe'ep over the Lake of Nicaragua 
pass with such violence through the Gulf of Papajayo, 
that, during the prevalence of tliese winds, it is almost 
impossible for a vessel to enter the port of San Juan. 
Whether this is true to the extent that Captain D’Yriarte 
supposes, and if true, liotv far steam tugs would answer 
to bring vessels in against such a V'i^id, is for others to 
determine. But at the moment there seemed more pal- 
pable difficulties. 

I walked along the shore down to the estuary of the 
river, which was h(‘r(^ broad and deep. This was the 
proposed termination of the great canal to connect the 
Atlantic and Pac'ific Oceans. 1 had read and examined 
all that liad been published on this subject in England 
or this (•ountry ; had conferred with ijidividuals ; and 1 
had been sanguine, almost ^enthusiastic, in regard to this 
gigantic enterprise ; but on the spot the scales fell from 
my eyes. The harbour was perfeotly desolate ; for 
years not a vesstd had entered it ; primeval trees grow 
around it ; for miles tlierc w'as not a habitation, I Avalk- 
ed the shore alone. Since Mr. Bailey left not a person 
had visited it ; and probably the only thing that ]v(‘eps 
it alive even in memory is the theorizing of scientific 
men, or the occasional visit some Nicaragua fisher- 
man, who, too la. y to work, seel.s his food in the sea. 
It seemed preposterous to consider it the focus of a great 
commercial eiiterpristj ; to imagine that a (hty was to 
rise up out of the forest, tln^ desolate harbour to be filled 
with ships, and become a great portal for the* thorough- 
fare of nations. But the scame was tnagnificent. The 
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sun was setting, and the high western dcadland threw a 
deep shade over the water. It was perhaps the last 
time in my life that I should sec the l^acific ; and in 
spite of fever and ague tendencies, I bathed once more 
in the great ocean. 

It was after dark when I returjied to my encamp- 
ment. Aly attendants had not been idle ; blazing logs 
of wood, piled three or four feet high, lighted up the 
darkness of the forest. We heard the barking of wolves, 
the scream of llie moiintain-cat, and other wild beasts 
of tlie forest. I wrap{)(Ml myself in my j)onclia alid lay 
down "to .sl(H‘p. Nicolas threw more wood upon the 
burning pile ; and, us he ^^tretehed himself on the ground, 
lioped we would not be obliged to pass another night in 
this desolate place. 

In tlui morning I had more trouble. My gray mule 
rimning loose, aud drinking at eva^y stream, with her 
girths tigiit, had raised a swelling eight or ten inches. 
T attenuated to put the ’cargo on my macho, with the in- 
(ention of walking mysoll^; b^t it was nttfwly jmpossible 
to manage him, and Twas obliged to transfer it to tlie 
raw back of the cafgo-mule. 

At seven o’clock we started, recrossed the stream at 
wiiich ^yc liad })roeiired water, and reiurned to the first 
station of Mr. Bailey. It Avas on the lliver Ban Juan, a 
mile, aud a half from the sea. 'I’lie' river here had sutli- 
cient dt'pth (d water for large vessels, and from this 
point Mr. Bailey eoinmeiieed his survey to liie Tiuke of 

I - » * r 

Nicaragua. I sent Nieolas witli the mules by the di- 
rect rt)ad, and set oi^l ^vith suy guide; to iollow, as lar as 
pruc'tieable, I. s line ot survey. 1 vlid laU know, mit ill 
found mysrb’ in wilderness, liow foriunnte I had 

beem iii seeuring this guide. He la.d been M*r'. Bailey’s 
pioiu'er in tlu‘ whole of his (‘xjiloraiion. Jle WTis a dark 

Vu,,. B 
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Mestitzo, ancj gained his living by hunting bee-trees, 
and cutting them down for the wild ho]iey, which made 
him familiar with all the water-courses and secret depths 
of almost impenetrfibh^ forests. He had been selected 
by Mr. Bailey out of all Nicaragua ; and for the bene- 
fit of any traveller who may feel an interest in this sub- 
ject, I mention his name, which is Jose Dionisio de 
Lerda, and he lives at Nicaragua. 

It was two years since Mr. Bailey had taken his ob- 
servations, and already, in that rank soil, the clearings 
were Svergrown with trees twelve or fiftc^eii feet high. 
My guide cleared a path for me with his machete ; and 
working our way across the plain, we entered a valley 
which ran in a. great ravine calhal Ciuebrada (Irandc, 
between the moimtaiu ranges of Z(d)adea and R1 Plati- 
na. By a vigorous use of the rna<*h(;te I was enabled 
to follow the line of Mr. Bailey up the ravine to the, .-elu- 
tion of Pantmia, so called from a largt*. ]?anama-lrec 
near which Mr. Bailey built hfn raintho. T^p to this 
place manifestly tlu're could be no dilliculty in cutting 
a canal; beyond, the line of survey follows the small 
stream of El Cacao for another league, when it Cjrosscs- 
the mountain ; but there was such a rank growth of 
young trees that it was impt)ssil)le to continue^without 
sending men forward to clear the way. We thereforir 
left the line, of the canal, and crossing the valley to the 
right, reached the foot of the mountain over which llii^ 
road to Nicaragua passes- A. path had been opemal 
for carrying M; . Bailey su}>jilif s to that station, but it 
was diflieult to f ad it, Wc took a long draught at a 
beautiful stream called Loco de Agua, and my guides 
pulled off his shirt and eoinmene(‘d with his maeheten 
It was astonishing how Ik* found anything to guid<^ liim, 
bUt he knew a tree as the fa^*e of a man. The side of 
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the mountain was very steep, and be.ndes large trees, 
was full of brambles, thorn-bushes, and ticks. I was 
obliged to dismount and lead my macho ; the dark skin 
of my guide glistened with perspiration, and it was al- 
most a climb till we reached tli6 lop. 

Coming out into the road, tluj change was beautiful. 
It was ffliout ten feet wide, straight, and shaded by the 
noblest trees in the Nicaragua forests. In an hour we 
reached the boca of the mountain, where Nicolas was 
waiting with the mules under tlu'- shade of a large tree, 
which threw its branches fifty feet from its trunk, and 
seemed reared by a licneficent liand for the shelter of a 
weary traveller. 8oou*wc reached another station of 
Mr. Bailey. Looking back, I saw tluj two great mount- 
ain ranges, standing like giant portals, and could but 
think what a magnificent spectacle it would be to see a 
ship, with all its spars and rigging, cross the plain, pass 
through th(‘. great door, and move on to the Pacilic. 
Beyond, lh(‘ whole plain waS on lire ; the long grass, 
scorclied liy tlu' summer- s Vun, crackled, llaslied, and 
burned like powder.’ The roa.d was a shc(.‘t of Hamc, 
and when the firc^ had passed the earth was black and 
hot. We rode some distance on tl\e smoking ground 
along the line of llame, and linding a favourable place, 
spurred tlie/niules through ; but |)ai t of the luggage took 
firig my face and liauds were scor(dicd, and iny whole 
1)0(1 y heated. 

Oir from the road, on the edge of the woods, and 
near the TLver Las Lultas, was anotluu’ station Mr. 
Baile\. From that place the line runs direct over a 
})Iaiii till if rikc'-’ ^lie saim^ river near tin’ Lake of Nic- 
aragua. 1 'Ti: ; noted to follow the lines again, but 
was prevent(Kl liy ilu' growth of luiderwoo^ 

It was late m itie afternoon, and I hurried on to 



404 


INCIDENTS OF TROWEL. 


reach the CamiiTO RoaL Bcautifii] as the whole coun- 
try had been, I found nothing equal to this two hours 
before entering Nicaragn.a. The fields were covered 
with high grass, studded with noble trees, and border- 
ed at a distance by a ciark forest, wliih; in front, high 
and towering, of a conical fofni, rose the bc^aiitiful vol- 
cano of the island. Herds of cattle gave it a hornc-like 
appearance. 

Toward dark we again (altered the woods, and for 
an hour saw nothing, but at length heard the distant 
sound of the vespt'r Ixdl, and very soon Avere greeted by 
the barking of dogs in the suburbs of Nicaragua. Fires 
Avere burning in the streets, Avdikdi served as kitchens 
for the miserabh^ inhabitants, and at which they were 
cooking their supp(ns. We passed round a miserable 
plaza, and stojiped at tlu^ hojiso of llie Licenciado Pine- 
da, A large door was wide opcii ; the lictmeiado was 
swinging in one hannnock, his Avife and a mulatto 
AAa)rnan in another, I dismounted and entered his 
house, and told him that I had a letter to him from Don 
Manind de Aguila. lie asked nfc Avhat I Avished, and 
Avhen I told him a night’s lodging, SKiid that he could 
accommodate me, Init had no room for the mules. I 
told him that I Avould go to the cura, and he said that 
the cura. could do no better than he. In a Avord, his 
recMiption of me AA^as' very cool. I was indignant, and 
Avciit to the door, but AVilliout it was dark as Eri;bns. 
r had made a long and tir(‘S>'i.'ie journey through a des- 
olate |pountry, air that day had Ixani one ol’ extrenn^ 
labour. Tlui first words of kindiK'ss (;anic from tin* 
lady of the iiccij('ia(io. 1 was so tirtal that I was alinost 
ready to fali ; I had left San Jose Avith tin* fe^’^*r jmkI 
ague, had l|gen twelve days in the. saddh*, and tin* last 
two ijights I had ^]ept in tlie open iieids. I owe it to 
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both, Ijowever, to say, that, the icc orice proken, they 
did all they could for niy comfort ; and, in fact, treated 
me with distinguished attention. A traveller never 
forgets the kindness shown him in a strange land, and 
I never felt so sensible of it as in Central America ; in 
other countries, with money, a man can command com- 
forts ; there, whatever his means may be, he is entirely 
dependant upon individual liospitality. 

The whole of the next morning I devoted to making 
inquiries on the subject of the canal routt;. More is 
known of it in the United States than at Nicaragua. I 
did not llnd one man who had been to the port of San 
Juan, or even w tio knew*Mr. Bailey’s terminating point 
on the liuke of Nicaragua. I was obligc’d to send for 
my old guide, and after a noonday dinner started for 
llic lake. The town consisted of a large collection of 
straggling houses, without a single obji'ct of interest. 
Though th*(‘ richest state hi tlui conhaleracy in natural 
gifts, the ])r)pnlation is tin* most miserable. 

Bussing ihrougli the subm*l3s, ve ry soon v;e entered 
the woods and rode under a beautiful shade. We met 
no one. Before reiiching llie lake avc lieard the waves 
breaking upon the shore like tlie waves of the sea, and 
when we emerged from the wmod> the view'^ before us 
w^as grand. On one sidti no land w as visible ; a strong 
north wdnd was sweeping over the lake, and its surface 
was violently agitated ; the waves rolled and broke 
upon the shun' wdth solemn majesty, ^and t)pposite, iii 
the centre of the lake, were the islands of Isola and 
Madeira, with giant //oleunoes rising, a.s if to scale the 
heavens^ Thv* grcai Volcano of Omotepeipie reminded 
me of Moiml I'hii-i, ::.hng, like the pride of Sicily, from 
tin* w ater’s edge, a s.nooth unbroken cone, to the heigltt 
of nearly six tliousaiul feet. 
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Wc rode formal! hour along tla* shore, and so near 
the water that we were wotted by the spray. The 
bank was all wooded ; and in one place, on a little 
clearing by the side of a stream, was a hut occupied by 
a mulatto, the view from which princes might envy. 
Farther on we passed some/women washing, and at a 
distance of a league and a half reached the River Las 
Lahas, according to Mr. Bailey’s survey the termina- 
ting point on the lake. A Ihjck of wild-fowl were sit- 
ting on the water, and long-legged birds, with wings 
outstretched, were walking on the shore. 

I had now examined, as well as circuinslanccs would 
permit, the canal route from the Pacific to the Lake of 
Nicaragua. A direction had been given to my investi- 
gations by getting f)n the Inndv of Mr. Bailey’s survey ; 
but I should b(‘. able tp cominimicale nothing if it were 
not for Mr. Ihiiley hiinscdf, whom I alU;r^vard met at 
Grenada. This genth.'man is a half-pay olfna'r in the 
British navy. Two years before he^was employed by 
the govf'r.’imrmt of (y\^ntral AWimrica to make*h i^irvey 
of this canal routt*, and he had completed all exccpt the 
survey of an unimportant part of tile River San Juan 
when the revolution broke out. The states declared 
their iruhipendencc of the general government, and dis- 
claimed all liability for its debts. Mr. Bailey had giv- 
en his time and labour, and Avlicn I saw him had sent 
his son to make a last aj>peal to tln^ shadow of the ’fed- 
eral Governijjcjjt ; but bef ;c he readied the capital this 
government was iJlt<‘rly annihilated, and Mr. Bailtiy re- 
mains with no reward for his arduous service'^ but the 
satisfaction of having bc(‘u a })ionecr in a nol^e work. 
On my arrival at Gnmada he hiid before uk) all liis maps 
cfhd drawings, with lil»erty to make what us(* of them 1 
pleased. I [massed an entire day in taking notes and 



SURVEY FOR THE CANAL. 


I 


407 


mejnoranda, and receiving ex2:)lanatioiis, ^nd the result 
of the whole is as follows : 

The measurements began on the side of the Pacific 
Ocean, and were carried over to the Lake of Nicaragua. 
The chain was twenly-five varas in length, each vara 
being thirty- two* and a half indies linglish, and I give 
the levels as* taken from IVIr. Pailey’s survey. 

At a distance of 


Chains. Elevation in Eng. feet. 

17.50 8.93 

34.37 12.04 

62.38 7.99 

C7.60 ^ 16.82 

80.95 .1 26.90 

103.06 38.12 

120 07 ♦ 62.62 

134.94 ba Desperanaedera do la Quebrada la Palma. Bo- 
ring 3i^ feet, loose sand ; 66 feet, clay, not very 

firm 66.12 

149.61 76.12 

164.71 94.66 

185.34 132.95 

111)1.50 Panama, water on '.he suiYacc. Boring l^fcr% 

gravel; 24 feet .5 inches,* slate-stone 201.50 

221.87 , 223.00 

226.14 214.235 

235 48 •- 241.35 

253.63 First limestone rock 284.20 

264.28 *- 356.770 

273.18 ; 389.700 

280.26 425.95 

287.01 461.525 

288.97 .519.391 

292.99 Fop of the Pairna, and .summit-level. Boring 5 

feet, yello w r.l.iv ; 59 fret, stone, soft and loose. 

i'vo water - -- 615 673 

299.05 570.157 

300 53 Secuiui i::jm ..v.i.o rock 506.300 

31*4.11 460.891 

817.06 442.858 

319.27 . 443.899 
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Chains. ^ • Elevation In Eng. leoC 

332.25 410.524 

336.92 To this point national lands 393.21G 

340.28 Third limestone rock. Boring 31^ feet, water ; 

49 feet, limestone, soft and loose 350.776 

358.50 t * 311.1.52 

361.40 .• 318 235 

370.55 .* 291.419 

373.85 295. IGO 

382 86 283.3.52 

401.04 269.236 

409 30 258.378 

413.51 261.486 

423.75 Water on the surface. Boring 3 feet, sand ; 12 

feet, earth 247.780 

437.55 » 237.570 

448.90 2.50.370 

464.78 228.237 

477.76 214.695 

489.29 200 530 

Between this and next, boring 5 feet, earth ; 10 

feet, white clay; II feet, water ; 38 feet, 
soft stone. 

506.22 184.511 

510 53 J 186.j 

619 47"... 1 1 , 180.5 

633.04 170 161 

543.25 ♦ 159.311 

645.98 - 160.411 

553.85 158.736 

In the next six stations the elevations do not differ 

one foot. 

60482 153.461 

612.63 1C0.077 

622.54 W.ifei on the surfac**. Boring 12 feet, sand and 
h.ird ‘'one. This •^..vtion is in a hole of the 

Quebr'ida, very deojj. 149.553 

027.27 1.50 0.52 

630.32 ‘1 140.336 

634.20 157.102 

63S 86 147.044 

643 31 154.785 

685 .55 143.343 

€61.35 155.076 
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Chains. * Eltyation in Eng. fwt. 

664.47 140.243 

671:22 151.185 

675.86 139.352 

685.93 150.927 

692.55 140.977 

696.91 148.509 

712. 85'* 144.430 

716.17 149.152 

723.29 142.094 

728.29 148.552 

739.95 139.702 

749.10 104.360 

75G-40 142.560 

7G0.80 144.830 

706. 80 *. 141.177 

770.61 Water at 8 feet. Boring 12 feet, black earth ; 22 

feet, white clay ; 4 feet, stone 142.718 

774.73 140.560 

779.49 142.743 

805.50 138.485 

808.31 Water on the surface. Boring 5 Aict, sand ; 15 

feet, .stone 124.310 

812.01 139.152 

a. 77 133 802 

52.24 - f... \34.377 

837.43 130.994 

841.76 129.486 

S46.45 : 129.994 

In six stations there i.s a diOercnce of but from 
one, to two feet. • 

8B0.12 Water on the svirface. Bonug 9 feci, loose sand ; 

18 feet, soft stone *. 126 569 

887.23 J 107.553 

89J.96 123.903 

901.22 •- -• 1 IS 112 

910.80 - 120.628 


In four sfat'on-, i‘\ere is a dillercucc of but one 

'JOl. 

933.74 Beriii?: 8 A -'i, Mack earth ; 10 fret, wl.ite mud ; 

18 feet, so .stone 

957^62 

971.18 

976 30 

Voi l.— F 


117.178 
108 803 
135,168 
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ChainsL 

986.06 
992.93 

1001.03 

1006.65 

1014.28 

1033.61 
1036.44 

1043.06 
1047.39 

1062.87 

1068.43 
1077.69 
1083.96 
1100.19 
1113.35 
1.128.97 
1133 79 
1140.94 
1145.18 

1156.44 

1176.61 

1190.87 
1193.77 
1203 2i 
1210.14 
1223.50 


Elevation in Eng. feet. 

107.643 

119.176 

108.576 

118.592 

108 692 

124.808 

^126.663 

. 141.416 

157.583 

118.042 

131.942 

120.584 

125.784 

135.709 

152 176 

127 201 

163.270 

129.770 

151.401 

129.335 

140.835 

129.390 

i32.80l 

128.f93 

140.985 
128.243 


The result of the whole i.s as follows : The Jongth from the Pacific to tho 
Lake of Nicaragua is 28,365^ yards, or 15? miles. 


Fnct. in. dec 

The sum of the a.scents is 1047 5.45 

The sum of the descents is 919 2.1 

The difference is th*- height of the lake above the Pacific 

Ocean at low wp^nr 128 3.05 


Wc nov/” come to the communication with tht? At- 
lantic by mcan.s of the Lake of Nicaragua and the 
Riv 5r Sun Juan. The lake is nincty-fivi'. miles long, in 
its broadcisl part -'bout thirty, and avcragt's, ac*(;ordiiig 
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to Mr, Bailey’s soundings, fiflceu fathoms of water. 
The length of the river, by measurement, willi all its 
windings, from the mouth of the lake to the sea, 
seventy-nine miles. There arc^ no cataracts or falls ; 
all the obstructions are from rapids, and it is at all 
times nayigable, both up and down, for piraguas draw- 
ing from three to four feet of water. 

From the lake ^ to the river of Los Savalos, about 
eighteen guiles, the depth is from two to four fathoms. 
Here commence the rapids of Toros, whi(di extend one 
mile, with water from one and a half to two fathoms. 
The riveY is then clear :(or four miles, with an average 
depth of from two to four fathoms. Then come the 
rapids of the Old Castle, but little more than half a mile 
in extent, with water from two to four fathoms. The 
river is clear again for about two miles, witVi water from 
two and a half to live fathoms, where begin tlie rapids 
of Mico and Las Bains, connected and running into 
each other, and both together not more than a mile, 
xvith water from one to three* fathoms. Theft the river 
IS clear one mile and a half to the rapids of Machuca, 
which extend a mile, and are the worst of all, the w’atcr 
being more broken, from running over a broken rocky 
bottom. The river then runs clear, and without any 
obstruction for ten miles, with Avater from tAvo to seven 
fathoms, to the River San Carlos, and then eleven miles, 
with some islands interspersed, Avith Avater from one to 
six fathoms, to the. River Serapequea, rtie measurements 
of one fathom being about the points or bends, where 
there is an a ^curni^lation of sand and mud. It then 
continues seven miles clear, with w ater from two to five 
fathoms, to the Rio Colorado. The River Colorado 
runs of the ban juan in another direction into the 
Atlantic. The loss to the latter, according to measure- 
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merit taken 'in the month of May, 1839, was tv^enty- 
eight thousand one Inmdred and seventy-eight cubic 
^yards of water per minute, and in the raontii of July of 
the same year, duriiii:^ the rising of the waters, it was 
eiglity-llve thousand eiglit hundred and forty yards per 
minute, wliich immense body might be savc^d to the 
San Juan by damming up tlie mouth of the lliver Colo- 
rado. From this point there arc thirteen miles, with 
soundings of from three to eight fatlioms. The bottom 
is of sand and mud, and tlieve are many small islands 
and aggregations of sand without trees, very easily 
cleared away. Th(^ last thirteen miles might be re- 
duced to ten by restoring the river 1o its old channel, 
which has been filled up by collections, at points, ol 
drifted matter. An old master of a piragua told Mr. 
13. that within his memory trees grew half a mile 
back. The soundings \vc,ni ail taken wdth tin*, plotting- 
scale whim tlie river was low, and the port of San Juan, 
though small, Mr. Bailey .considers nnexeeptionablc. 

The fofegifing memoranda were placed in the hands 
of my friend Mr. Horatio Allen (now engaged as en- 
gineer on our Croton Acpieduct), who has kindly pre- 
pared from tliem tlie plan opposite. 

I ought periiaps to remark, for the benefit of those 
who arc not familiar with such plans, that in order to 
bring the profile of the coiiniry within a small compass, 
the vertical lines, wliich represent elevations and de- 
pressions, are or a scale many times gr(?ater than iIjc 
base lines or hori'/ontal distances. Of the former, the 
scale is one thousand feet, and of Uic latter it is tw^eii- 
ty miles to the inch. This, of course, gives a distorted 
view of the country; but, to preserve the relative pro- 
portions, it woulJ be necessary for the base line in the 
plan to be one tlnmsand time.s longer. 

The whole engte » f the canal from ihe Lake of Nic- 
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aragua to tlui Pacific is fifteen and two third miles. 
According to the plan, in the first eight miles from the 
lake but one lock is necessary. In the next mile sixty- 
four feet of dockage arc required. In the next three 
miles there arc about two of deep (uitting and one of 
tunnel, and then a descent of two Inindred feet in three 
miles by lockage, to the Pacific. 

Thus far of the canal across the isthmus. Thc'Iiake 
ol Nicaragua is navigable for ships of the larg(‘st class 
down to die mouth of the River San Juan. This river 
has jin average fall of one and six seviuiths feet per 
mile to the Atlantic;. If the bed of tin; rivc'r cannot be 
c:l('ared out, a communication can be made cither by 
locdv and dam, or by a canal along the bank of the riv- 
er, ddie latter would be more expensive, ])ut, on ac- 
count of the heavy floods of the rainy season, k is pref- 
crabl(‘, 

1 am anlhoriz(*d to state that the physi(*al obstnic- 
ijoiis of the eouiilry present n(*> impcalimejjt t(^i the ac- 
com])lishment of this work. A canal large, enough 
for the passage of fiouts of the usual eould bc*^ 

made at a trifling exjieiise. A Ifuniel of the length 
reipiirtal is not considered a great W(>rk in the United 
Slates. A(;cording to the plan of the Chesa])eake and 
Ohio f -anal, a tuimel is eoiitimiplated upward of four 
miles ill length. The sole dilUeulty is the same wliieh 
would (vxist imauy route in any other ia'gioii ol eouii- 
trv, viz,, the great dim^Misions of the excavation rc- 
(piired for a shii^ cant^l. 

The data here are, of courst', insuilicient lor 

great accuracy; but i present a rough estimate of the 
cost of this wcuk, iuiuished me widi the plan. It is 
pri'dicated upon the usual contract prices in the Ignited 
States, and I think I am safe in saying that the cheap- 



414 


INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 


ness of labour in Nicaragua Avill equalize any advanta- 
ges and facilities that exist here. 

The estimate is, 

From the lake to the east end of the ttmncl, from $8,000,000 to 10,000,000 

L)escent to the Pacirtc 2,000,000. to 3,000,000 

From the lake to the Atlantic, by canal along the 

bank of the river 10,000,000 to 12,000,000 

$20,000,000 to 25,000,000 

which is but about the sum contemplated as the cost of 
our enlarged Erie Canal. 

The idea of a coinmuuicatioii between the Atlantic 
and Pacific is not new. Columbus wore out the last 
days of his elieckered life in searclung for a natural pas- 
sage, and the vastness and sul^liinily of tlie (aiterprise 
suited lUe daring iiiiaginalioii of the early Spaniarfls. 

From the formation of the continent and the falling 
oil’ in height of the range of the Ancles, it has ever since 
engagecl the attention of reQe(*ling men. Even during 
the deathlike sleep of Spanish dominion a survey was 
made under tlic direction of tlic cajltain-gcnoral ; but the 
documents remained buried m the archives of Guati- 
rnala until the emancipation of the colonics, wlam tla^y 
were procured and publishccl by Mr. Tiiomson, wlio 
visited that country under a commission from the llritish 
government.* 

In 182o an ( nvoy cxtrsordiimry from, the new re])iib- 
llc of Central Amerievi calied to it the special attention 
of our government, requesting oiu co-operation in pret- 
erence to that of any other nation, and proposed, by 


* Thomson’s Guatirnalii. Ry this survey the work appears much more easy 
than by Mi. Dailey’s, b;U it purports to have been taken by the water level. Mr. 
Bailey knew of its exitlence, and had been the incaris of procuring it for Mr. 
Thomson. 
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means of a treaty, cftectvially to secure its advantages 
to the two nations.” 

A cliarge d’aflaires was appointed by our government, 
who was specially instructed assure the government 
of Central America of the d(‘ep interest taken by that 
of t]\(^ linittal States in tlie execution of an undertaking 
^‘so highly calculated to diffuse an extensive inllnencM^ 
on the affairs of mankind,” and to investigate with the 
greatest carc^ th(j fa(dlities offered by the rout<^, and to 
remit tVie information to the TJnited States. 

Unfortunately, being far rcmioved from the capita], 
)ione of our diplomatics pgents ever visitc'd the spot; but 
in 182(), ;js aj)pcars l)y documents acc'ompanying the 
r(‘]K)rt of a committee of the House of llepreseiitatives 
on a memorial praying the aid of the government of 
tlie TJnited States in procuring the construction of a shi'p 
rliannel or navigable canal across the istlimus betw'een 
rsorth and South America.” a contract was made by 
du" goverimnmt of Tcntral America wdth the agemt of a 
New-York eompany, under the naine,^tyll\ and des- 
igmttion of the ‘‘ CJontral American and TJnited Statc^' 
Atlantic and Ikieifn; Canal Company.” The name^)f 
Dewitt Clinton and others of the most distinguished men 
of that day a})pear as associatev^, but the scheme fell 
thro\igh. 

In IS30 the government of Central America made 
another (contract wdth a society of the Netherlands, un- 
der the special patronage of the King of Holland, who 
embarked in it a iai-e amount of his private fortune; 
but, owing to the ^itbcnllies between Holland and Bel- 
ginni, and t^m - pnratioii of the twm countries, this also 
fell througli. 

On the third of March, 1835, a resolution passed the 
Senate of the United States, that the president be re- 
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quested to coFsidfer the expediency of opening negotia- 
tions with the governments of other nations, and partic- 
ularly with the governments of Central America and 
Grenada, for the purpqse of efTectiially protecting, by 
suitable treaty stipulations wiUi them, such individuals 
or companies as may undertake to open a con:imunica- 
tion betAveen the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, by the 
construction of a ship canal across the isthmus which 
connectJ^vNorth and South America, and of securing 
forever, by such stipulations, the free and equal right of 
navigating such canal to all nations, on the payment of 
such reasonable tolls as may be ^established, to compen- 
sate the capitalists who may engage in such undertaking 
and complete the work.” 

Under this resolution a special agent was appointed 
by General Jackson, who was instructed to proceed 
without delay by the most direct route to Port San 
Juan, ascend the River San Juan to the Lake of Nica- 
ragua, and thence by the contemplated route of com- 
municatioit, by. canal or railroad, to tlio Pacific Ocean. 
After having completed an examination of tlui route 
of the canal, he Avas directed to repair to Guatimala, 
the capital of that republic, and, with the aid of Mr. 
De Witt, the charge, d’affaires of the United States, 
procure all such public documents connected Avith the 
subject as might be had, and especially copies of all 
such laAvs as may have been passed to incorporate com- 
panies to carry iirto effect the undertaking* of any con- 
vention or conventions that may have been entered into 
with a foreign poAver upon the sulijeci, and of any plans, 
surveys, or cstim; tes in relation to it. From Guatima- 
la he was directed to proceed to Panama, and .make 
observations ind inquiries relative to the proposed 
connexion of the two oceans at that point. ‘Unfor- 
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tuiiately, from the difficulty of procuring- a conveyance 
to the River San Juan, the agent went to Panama 
first, from adverse circumstances never reached Nica- 
ragua, and died on his return tp this country, before he 
reached Washington ; but, from his imperfect report, it 
appears^ to be the result of his observations that a ship 
canal was not practicable across the Isthmus of Pana- 
ma. It is therefore valuable as turning atterilion, which 
was before divided between the two routes, exclusively 
to that by the Lake of Nicaragua. In ^regard to this 
route much has been written, many speculations and 
ev(m estimate's of the. cost of constructing the canal 
have been made, but the actual knowledgci on the sub- 
ject has been very limited. In fact, the foregoing notes 
from Mr. Baih^y’s survey are the most reliable data 
that hav(i ev(>r lieen j)ublished. I can but hope that the 
same lilieral spirit which prompted the sending out of an 
agent may induce our government to procure from Mr. 
liailcy and give to the world the whole of his maps and 
drawings. > “ 

As yet the subject of this communication has not 
laken any strong hold upon the publics mind. It ^\ill be 
discussed, frowned upon, sneered at, and condemned as 
visionary and impracticable. Many in established bu- 
siness will oppose it as deranging the course of their 
trade. Capitalists will not risk tlurir money in an unset- 
tled and revolutionary country. The pioneers will bo 
denounced *.lnd ridiculed as Clinton Was when he staked 
his ]>o]itical fortunes upon the ‘n.)ig ditch’^ that was to 
connect the I fiidsou with Lake Erie; but, if the peace 
of Europe be not disturbed, I am persuaded that the time 
IS not. far distant ''' ht'ii tiie attention of the whole civil- 
ized and imT^*an*:le Avorld will be directed toward it ; 
and steatm)oa- ^ >vili give the first impulse. In le;ss than 
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51 year, English Vnailboats will be steaming to Cuba, 
Jamaica, and the principal ports of Spanish America, 
touching once a month at San Juan and Panama. To 
men of leisure and fort<!ine, jaded with rambling over 
the ruins of the Old World, a new country will be open- 
(ul. After a journey on the Nile, a day in Petm, and a 
batli in the Euphrates, English and American travellers 
will be bitten by moschetocs on the Lake of Nicaragua, 
and drinV Champagne and Burton ale on the desolate 
shores of San Juaii on the Pacific. The random re- 
marks of the traveller for amusement, and the observa- 
tions of careful and scientilic men, will be brought to- 
gether, a mass of knowledge Avill be accnimulated and 
made public, and in my opinic^ji the two oceans will be 
united. 

In regard to the advantages of this ^vork 1 shall 
not go into any details ; I will lannark, however, tlia.t 
on one point tlu;rc (‘xists a great and veny general (T; 
ror. In the docuuKuits submitted to Congress licfori^ 
referred roj it i: stated that ‘M.he, trade of the Ilnit^ul 
S^tates and of Europe Avith China, Japan, and the In- 
dian Archi])elago Avould be facilitated and increased by 
K'ason of shortening the distance above four thousand 
miles and in that ihuially correct work, the Modern 
d’ravcller, it is stated that from Europe ‘‘the distance to 
India and China would be shortened more llian 10,000 
miles !’’ but by measurement on the globe the distancii 
Irom Europe to Iifdia and Cliiua will not be shortened 
at all. This is so contrary to the general irnpressiop 
that I have sonu) hesitation in mafving the ass(ntion, 
but it is a point on *vhich the reader may. satisfy himself 
by referring to the globe. The trade of Eurojie Avith 
India andCJantOii, then, will not necessarily ])ass through 
this channel l ^om any saving of distance ; but, frohi con- 
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versations with masters of vessels and other practical 
men, I arh induced to believe that, by reason of more 
favourable latitudes for winds and currents, it will be 
considered preferable to Jie passage by the Cape of 
Good Hope. At all events, all the trade of Europe 
with the western coast of the Pacific and the Polyne* 
sian Islands, and all her whale-fishing; and all the trade 
of the United States with the Pacific, without the ex- 
ception of a single vessel, would pass throng it; the 
amount of saving on which, in time, inte^s&t of money, 
navigating expenses and insurance, by avoiding the 
stormy passage around Cape Horn, I have no data for 
calculating. 

On broad grounds, this work has been well charac- 
terized as the mightiest event in favour of the peace- 
ful intercourse of nations which the physical circum- 
stances of th(? globe present to the enterprise of nian.’^ 
It will compose the distracted country of Central 
America; turn the sword, which is now drenching it 
with blood, into vi pruning-hook ; remewe l^cjudi- 
ees of llie inhabitants by bringing tlunn into close con- 
nexion with pcopAi of every nation; furnisdi them wXii a 
motive and a reward for industry, and inspire them with 
a taste for making money, which, after all, opprobrious 
ns it is sometimes considered, does more to civilize and 
keep the world at peace than any* other intlnencc what- 
ever. A great city will grow up in the heart of the 
country, with streams issuing front it, fertilizing as 
they roll into the interior ; her magiiiiicent mountains, 
and valleys now weeping in desolation and waste, will 
smile and be glad. The commerce of the world will 
be changed, the barren region of Terra del Fnego 
be forgotten, PnOagonia becomo' a land of fable, and 
Cape Iforn live only in the recollection of saUors and 
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insurers. Step,mboats will go smoking along the rich 

coasts of Chili, Peru, Equador, Grenada, (xuatimala, 

California, our own Oregon Territory, and the Russian 

possessions on the borders of Behring’s Straits. New 

markets will be opened for products of agriculture and 

manufactures, and the intercoiirse and communion of 

numerous and immense bodies of the human race will 

assimilate and improve the character of nations. The 

whole w'^rld is interested in this work. I would not 
< 

<f!peak of if with sectional or even national feeling; but 
if Europe is IndilTcrent, it would be glory surpassing 
the conquest of kingdoms to make this greatest enter- 
prise ever attempted by human force entirely our own 
work ; nay, more, to make it, as it was once attempted, 
entirely the work of our city ; for it is to furnish a m^w 
field for the action of that tremendous power which, 
first brought iiito being under our own ey(‘s, is now 
changing the face of the whoh; moral, social, and po- 
litical .world. Is it too much to liope that, in honour 
of ser'^'''‘'s poorly i)aid bi.t never to be forgotten, a 
steamboat, bearing the glorious name of Fulton, may 
sm ^ from the <pot where he made hh first experiment, 
and o|)en the great highway of nations” to the Pa- 
cific Oc'caii? 

Thursday, February 27. At thr^ o’clock in the 
morning we left tlie yard of the licenciado. The in- 
habitants of the town ^vere still sleeping. At daylight 
we passed a village, wdiere, bi^fore the door of one 
of the houses, a traveller ^vas making preparation to 
set out on a journey. We accosted him, and he said 
that he would overtake t.s on the road. At eight 
o’clock we reached a house, where we stopped to 
breakfast. The iiospitality of Central America is in 
the country and in the villages; here I nev^r. knew 
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it to fail. The traveller may stop ’^vhere he pleases, 
and have house, fire, and water free, paying only for 
the articles which he consumes. We had milk in 
abundance, and the charge was six cents. Before 
we resumed our journey the traveller whom we had 
passed at the last village arrived, and, after he had 
taken chocolatt^, we all started together. He was a 
merchant, on his wjiy to Leon, accoutred in the style 
of the country, with pistols, sword, spatterdi^hes, and 
spurs ; and as he was then sufibring frm^ fever and 
ague, wore a heavy woollen poncha, a striped cotton 
pocket-handkerchief around his head, and over it tw'o 
straw hats, one inside* of the other. A young man, 
mounted, and armed with a gun, w^as driving a cargo- 
mule, and three mozos with machetes followed on foot. 

'fhe whole of this region* along the coast of the Pa- 
cific is called the Tierra Calientc. At lialf past tw'O, 
after a d(‘.sperately hot and dusty ride, without any wa- 
t(^r, we reached a hacienda, the name of which I have 
dost. It was built of pole#; and plastcre d^y Vtt i, mud. 
'I nc major-domo w’us a white man, in bad liealth, but 
very obliging, who lived ])y selling oe casiai ially a.^v^vl 
or a few eggs to a traveller, and eorji and w’iiter for 
mules. There Aver(‘ no more of those heautiful streanis 
which had givi^ii such a charm to my journey in Costa 
E-ica. "Idle earth w as ]>a relied ; water was a luxury sold 
for money. There was a well on the hacienda, and I 
paid two 'Cents apiece for our mules to drink. There 
was a bedstead in the liut ; at four ohdock I lay downi 
for a f(‘.w momcnis’ rest, and did not w^akc till five the 
next morning. On a line wdfh the head of my bed was 
a long log, squ'^red af»'3 hollow ed out, wdth a ]>road lid 
on the top, and secured by a lock and key, containing 
the cx^tx and >ioi 2 sehold valuables, and on thcxtop of it 
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were sleeping a woman, rather yellow, and a little girl. 
I took chocolate, and in a few iriituites was in the sad- 
dle. Very soon we came in sight of the highlands of 
Bnombacho, a high, dark range of mountains, behind 
which stood Grenada, which in half an hour we en- 
tered. Built by tliose hardy adventurers who con- 
quered America, even yet it is a monument worthy of 
their fame. The houses are of stone, large and spa- 
cious, w<iilh baleonies to the windows of turned wood, 
and projecftijig roofs, with pendent ornaments of wood 
curiously carved. 

I rode to the house of Don Froderico Derbyshire, to 
whom I had a letter from friends in New- York. lie 
had gone to the United States; but his clerk, a young 
Englishman, offered me the house, gave me a room, 
and in a few moments my travelling clothes were off 
and I was in the str(*et. My first visit was to Mr. Hai- 
ley, who lived nearly oppV)sit(', with an hniglish laily, 
whose, husband had died two years l)i‘rore, and who, 
besid^^'^’ his business, recanved into her hous'^* 

the few Englishmen or foreigners whom <*hancc lirought 
t^-c^uit placti , My appearance at Gre nada created sur- 
prise, and I was congratulated uiiori my liberation or 
escape from prison. News had reached there that I 
had been arrested (I do not kuoAV for what), and was in 
prison in fiuii Salvador ; and as all news had a party 
bias, it was told as another of the outrages of General 
Morazan. The hpuse of this lady was a ^aimfort to a 
battered traveller. I f*ould have remained tlu're a 
month ; but, unfortunately, T heard wews which did not 
allow me much t ne for rest, 'riie black clouds which 
hung over the political horizon had burst, and civil war 
had broken ort anew. The troof)s of Nicaragua, four- 
teen hu|p3ri d strong, had marched into Honduras, and 
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uniting with those of the latter state, tha(J routed, with 
great slaughter, the troops of Morazan stationed at Ta- 
guzegalpa. The latter consisted of but four hundred 
and fifty men, under the command of General Cabanas, 
and the records of civil wars among Christian people 
nowhere present a bloodfer page. No quarter was giv- 
en or asked. After the battle, fourteen ofTicers were 
shot in cold blood, and not a single prisoner lived as a 
monument of mercy. Cabanas, fighting de^erately, 
escaped, (yoloiiel Galindo, to whom I ha\:y1iefore re- 
ferred as liavaig visited the ruins of Cop'an, known both 
in this country and iik Europe for his investigation of 
the antic[uities of that country, and to whom I had a let- 
ter of introduction from Mr. Forsyth, Avas murdered. 
Aft('r the battle, in attempting to escape, with Uvo dra- 
goons and a servant-boy, he passed througli an Indian 
village, was recognised, and they wxre all murdered 
with machetes. A disgraceftil quarrel ensued between 
Qnejanos and Fcrrcra, the leaders of the Nicaragua 
'Old Honduras troop.s, for the paltry spoils ; an for- 
mer got Ferrera into his powa‘r, and for twenty-four 
hours had him lUider sentence to be slmt. After^’v/d 
the matter was aceommodated, and the Nicaraguans 
returned to Leon in triumph, Avhii three hundred and 
fifty Trmsivi'ls, aK'Vcral stands of colours, and as a proof 
of the way in which they had doilc their w^prk, witliout 
a single prisoiK'r. 

At San tr^alvador tlicre had been ^n ominous move- 
ment. General Morazan had resigned his office of chief 
i)f tla‘ state, rctaiiviug command of the army, and sent 
his wife and family to Chili. The crisis "was at hand; 
the notes of Avar sounded fearfully, and it was all iin- 
portaiiFfbi !:•: prosecution of my ultimate designs and 
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for my pcrsQnal* safety to rear?i Giiatimala while yet 
the road was open. 

I would have gone on immediately, but felt that I might 
exert myself too far, and break down at an awkward 
place. In the afternoon, in company with Mr. Bailey 
and Mr. Wood, T walked doVn to the lake. At the 
foot of the street by which we entered, built out into the 
lake, was an old fort, dismantled, and overgrown with 
bushes %|id trees, a relic of the daring Spaniards who 
first drovd ‘he Indians from the lake ; probably the ver;y 
fortress that Cordova built, and in its ruins beautifully 
picturesque. Under the walls, rnd within the shade of 
the fort and trees growing ne.ar it, the Indian women 
of Grenada were washing ; garments of every <?olour 
were hanging on the bushes to dry and waving in the 
wind ; women were wading out with their water-jars, 
passing beyond the breakers to obtain it (dear of sand ; 
men were swimming, aiuUscrvants were bringing horscis 
and rn^Yles to drink, all togctln'r presenting a beautifully 
animat:: \picture. There weic no boats on the tvatcr^ 
but about jialf a dozen piraguas, the largest of wliudi 
w.,;^j^ortyj^^^/.,\ong, and drew three !cet of water, were 
lying on the shore. 
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